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The postWorld War Il era witnessed unprecedented population
movements across Europeas millions of displaced persons and refugees
sought new homes amidst the emerging Cold War division of the
continent.83 Unlike most refugee movements of this periodhat followed a
clear Eastto-West trajectory, reflecting people's flight from the oppressive
communist regimes to the free Western democracies, the case of Greek
political refugees represened a unique categoryé4
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Following the defeatin 1949, KKES O | A Ava8 forode i
exile, establishing its headquarters in Bucharest, Romaniavhere the
Communist Information Bureau (Cominform) had also relocated its base

after the Tito-Stalin split in 194874 The KKE's presence in this important
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center of international communism reflected its integration into the
broader Sovietled structure, even as the party's membership and
organizational structure became scattered across different socialist states.
The Greek Communist Party established a unique form of authority over
the refugee communitiesWhile able to exercise considerable control over
thE O O 0 A Edigdmhined debehdent on host socialist governments
and lacked any formal territorial or legal status Karpozilos characterizes
this unique formation by stating that Beginning in 1949, the Greek
Communist Party effectively governed a transnational people's
democracyd’s
These developments were further shaped by the mass exodus of
DAG fighters In September 1949, Greek Communist Partieader Nikos
. AAEAOEAAEO I AO xEOE 30AI ET ET 31 OEAOQ !/
defeat. He submitted a resolution acknowledging they could not achieve
their immediate goal of overthrowing the Greek government, and blamed
Yugoslavia for closing itsborders to their Democratic Army of Greece
(DAG) forces. Stalin and other Soviatligned leaders supported this
interpretation, as it alignhAA xEOE OEAEO 11 CIET C AAI PAI
Yugoslavia’é Furthermore,lt + %6 O D OT BT OAA UWBRAD OOOBOAAE A
i AET O Aniilitafyl r€adiness and eventually resuming the armed
00006cciI A AO OEA APPOI POEAOA OEIi A8 10 -A
OPAOPAOOAT OAAAET AOOhd xEEAE AAPEAOAA C
setbacks of August 1949 as merely a temporary suspdnsa of the armed
struggle until conditions were right for a new offensive, remained the
++%6 0 £OT AAT AT OAl DI OEOEIT T At ik Sadé, 3 OAIl E1
30ATET 80 OAOPITOA xAO Ai1T OOAOU O OEEO
significant shift, calling for an immediate stop to armed struggle and
instead focusing on conventional political engagement in Greece at that

time.78
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On September 23, 1949, the Central Committee of the Communist
Party of the Bolsheviks approved a detailed plan for the transfer of Greeks
from the Peoples Republic of Albania to the Soviet Socialist Republic of
Uzbekistan. The Soviet Unio® decision revealed its priorities in the
BalkansAT A A O + A Ob ihdkédcdtiah ofithe BDefnGedatic@rmy of
Greecemeant the removal of a thorn from its Balkan sidé’8
By this time, the Soviet Regime had already mastered its experience
in large-scale population transfers Between October and December 1949
they executed a carefully planned evacuation operatiarsoviet and Polish
cargomerchant ships arrivedET ' 1 AAT EA6O bPi 00 1T £ $000A
12-day complex journey that passed through Istanbul and the Black Sea
to reach the soviet republic of Georgia. From there, refugees boarded
military train sto Baku, then shis across the Caspian Sea to Turkmenistan,
and finally took another train journey to TashkentsOllIhe refugees were
transferred to the Uzbek SSRolely based on the military organization of
the Democratic Army of Greeceduring this process, there was no
consideration for family relationships. As a result, married couples were
separated, as were children from their parents. The leadership of the KKE
in the 1950s gradually began to promote reunificatior$!
Following mandatory quarantine procedures, the evacuees were
bi AAAA ET & OOOCAAT OAOGEAAT GEAI Al i Bl 0T/
S vt 7o RO 1A uNLIQYEB o BECT EEEAAT O UR O
settlements were organized on the basis of former camps for Japanese
prisoners of war. Therefore, nine of these settlements were in Tashkent
near major industrial facilities, while three others were placed in nearby
industrial towns: Chirchik, YangiYul, and Begovat’lThis spatial
distribution, utilizing pre -existing camp infrastructure, reflected the Soviet

strategy of linking refugee resettlement with industrial labor
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requirements. A notable historical continuity in Soviet population
managements3

The magnitude of this refugee population became evident when the
first official statistics presented by Vasilis Bartziotas of the Greek
Communist Party in October 1950 revealed the extensive diaspora of Greek
political refugees across the Communist bloc.HE data showed 55,881
refugees scattered throughout various socialist states: 11,980 in the Soviet
Union, 11,941 in Czechoslovakia, 11,458 in Poland, 9,100 in Romania,
7,325 in Hungary, 3,021 in Bulgaria, and 1,123 in East Germany. The
refugee population consisted of 23,028 men, 14,956 women, and 17,529
children.s4

However, these statisticspresented by the Partyprovided only a
partial representation of the refugee diaspora, as they excluded significant
refugee groups.The omission of 25,000 Slavophone refugees settled in
Yugoslavia reflected the political tensions following the 1948 TiteStalin
split, when Yugoslavia broke away from the Soviet sphere of influenéeAs
Karpozilos points out these Slavophone refugees effectively became
Gnvisible6in Greek Communist Party recordgé

Therefore, many gholars argue that the total numberof Greek
refugees present in the socialist republicsvas higher than that estimated
by the KKE, suggesting approximately 100,000 individuals, including an
undocumented number of children, civilians, and prisoners of waf’
#1171 OANOGAT 01 uh AAAT OAET ¢ OIl + Ahee OAO
diversity of the exiled population, which included civilians and children,
indicates that not allrefugees were either Party members or ideologically

aligned with communist principles88 From this diverse group of political
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narrative.

The Soviet Socialist Republic of Uzbekist@ capital, Tashkent,
emerged as the global epicenter of Greek communist exile after 1949,
hosting the largest concentration of Greek political refugees anywhere in
the world. This substantial refugee community humbered around 12,000
people, with a notablegender imbalance of 8,500 men and 3,500 women.
Significantly, two-thirds of these refugees approximately 8,000 peoplez
were formal members of the Communist Party, highlighting Tashkedt
importance as not justa refugee settlement but a major center of Greek
communist political activity in exile 8 While in Greece at that time the
Party's presence was limited to small clandestine cells, in exile there were
193 Greek Communist Party base organizations across the Soviet Union
and people's democracies, comprising 16,448 members. These
organizations followed a familiar hierarchical structure in each host
country, operating through regional governing bodies that ultimately
reported to the Central Committee and Political Bureau of the Par8[Ilhe
interactions between KKE and Soviet authorities reflected a complex
relationship where the party served as an intermediary, though always
within the constraints set by Soviet leadership. While the KKE managed
daily affairs of the refugee communities,ts autonomy was significantly
limited by Soviet oversight and control mechanisms.

In 1951, as a response to the poswar refugee crisis, the Geneva
Convention established a comprehensive framework for refugee
protection, defining refugees as persons outside their country with a well
founded fear of persecution based on race, religion, ationality,

membership of a particular social group, or political opiniortAs Gatrell
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Despite constituting a significant case of political refugeeism in the
post-war era,the status of the diaspora connected to the communist cause
remained unrecognized, neither the United Nations nor the Greek state
extended formal recognition to these individuals as political refugees.
Furthermore, the socialist countries that served as hasations also failed
to acknowledge their refugee status and had refused to recognize the
Geneva Convention itself92 According to Kalivas and Marantzidis's
analysis, the criteria of refugee status as defined by the Geneva Convention
would technically apply only to a specific subgroup of the Greek displaced
population, the party cadres and voluntary combatants of the DSELL
Significantly, the majority of this particular group would find themselves
concentrated in Tashkent, a city that would emerge as the epicenter of

Greek communist exile in the following decades.
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Uzbekistan underwent a comprehensive Sovietization and
modernization processes fromits establishment as a Soviet republién
192494 through diverse policies encompassing economic, social, and
cultural development. Sovietauthorities not only administered but actively
Gmaginedd and created Uzbekistan,through modernization initiatives
aimed at transforming Uzbek society by eliminating traditional practices
while simultaneously pushingit toward an envisioned Soviet future®> The
city of Tashkent was envisioned as Moscow's 'shining star in the East," a
model socialist city. This symbolic role gained heightened strategic
significance during the Cold War competition for influence in the

decolonizing world. At this intersection ofSoviet centralized authority and
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Central Asian traditions, Tashkent emerged as a rapidly transforming
multiethnic space where local residents navigated between preserving
cultural practices and adapting to Soviet modernity® During the Soviet
era, Central Asia served as a significant destination fearious population
movements including laborers,war evacueesand deporteesranging from
kulaks to ethnic groups Among these vas the resettlementin Tashkentof
the Greek political refugeesn 1949. The Greek political refugeebecame
part of thA 5 UA A E Brigdng 1 trdrdformation process, both
experiencing and contributing to the region's evolving socigpolitical and
economic landscape shaped by Soviet policies for thellowing three

decades.
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The Soviet state's modernization efforts were fundamentally
shaped by its nationality policies, beginning with the nationaterritorial
delimitation of 1924-1925 of Central AsiaAt the core of this approach was
Lenin's three-stage evolutionary scheme rastsvet, sblizhenie, and sliianie
(blooming-rapprochement-fusion) which was designed to guide the
development of Soviet nationalities through stages of cultural flowering,
mutual rapprochement, and eventual fusion into a single Soviet identity.
This framework established the principle of being 'national in form,
socialist in content,’ which would guide Soviet nationality policy for
decades tocome.

The policy underwent two significant transformations during the
late 1920s and 1930s and fundamentally shaped the USSR's approach to
AOET EA AEOAOOEOU8 4EA O' OAAO -mdAl O& Oi A
represented an unprecedented statesponsored celebraton of ethnic
particularism, where the Soviet regime actively implemented the

indigenization (korenizatsiia) policies, promoting national languages,
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cultures, and institutions across all scales of ethnic groug8 However, this
DPAOET A xAO A 1T11TxAA AU OFEA30sOWhBR AO 2 A0C
marked a significant shift towards a more hierarchical and stable approach
to nationality policy. While not abandoning the principle of ethnic
diversity, this period saw the emergence of Russians as the dominant
nationality, the mandatory introduction of Russian language in non
Russian schools, and a reduction in recognized ethnic grou@¥sThis shift,
transformed Soviet nationality policy from its fluid, carnivalesque nature
AOOET ¢ OEA O' OAAO 40A1T O&I Oi AGETT06 O A
that would largely persist throughout the Soviet periodt

The transition between these periods illustrates the complex
balance between promoting ethnic particularism and maintaining
centralized control in the Soviet multinational state.After the mid-1930s
according to Slezkine "the Soviet apartment as a whole was to have fewer
rooms but the ones that remained were to be lavishly decorated with
hometown memorabilia, grandfather clocks and lovingly preserved family
portraits.”" 1°[The policy's enduring influence was evident even in the post
war period with Soviet fellow travelers, notably the Greek communist
political refugees who arrived in Tashkent in 1949

The Soviet Union's modernization and nationality policies formed
an integrated strategy to transform Central Asia's traditional rural
communities into modern national societiesi®2 This modernization
process was multifaceted, combining infrastructural and industrial
development with social reconstructionléimed at creating modern Soviet
citizens. Soviet officials positioned their version of modernity against what
they labeled as "backwardness", implementing this transformation

through several key developments in infrastructure and society.
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The modernization manifested primarily through major
infrastructure projects and economic transformation such asthe
establishment of major industrial complexes the expansion of the
electricity grid and construction of hydroelectric plants the development
of irrigation systems, and the implementation of modern transportation
networks. Soviet planners also undertook largescale urban reconstruction
through the widening of streets, creating new housing developments, and
establishing administrative centers103 The industrialization of Central Asia
was intended to cultivate a native industrial proletariat and was facilitated
by the construction of the TurkestanSiberian railway (1930) and the
establishment of key industrial complexes% Through systematic urban
reconstruction that merged new industrial zones with housing
developments and administrative centers, Soviet planners sought to
materialize their ideological objectives while maintaining controlled
elements of national identity.

The physical transformation of Central Asia was accompanied by
intensive social and cultural campaignslesigned to create modern Soviet
citizens IMass literacy campaigns served as vehicles for both education and
ideological instruction. The Soviet state launched ambitious secularization
campaigns targeting Islam, which they viewed as an obstacle to
modernization. Women's emancipation constituted a central element of
social transformation through policies promoting their education and
workplace participation.195lLin implementing these changes, Soviet
authorities relied on local communist elites and indigenous intellectuals
who helped define and legitimize new national categories through
language standardization and historical reconstruction, positioning
distinct ethnic identities within the broader narrative of Soviet progress.
These comprehensive social engineering efforts fundamentally reshaped

Central Asian societyt06

SN 2 O WEdiE V6 E 1R SERONE DR U N
w0514 ¥ 6 O WING IWEAESY1A R 13 q Ox 13 N ¢7R¢! KGR0 o) s¥0k dqRIDADcE Kl diyaR i0i+0c | q RUK + A LW

N © @ @G GHOINTHD
1089 H R FOIJ G

orn



When Greek political refugees arrived in Tashkent, they
encountered an environment that had been substantially transformed
through these modernization efforts a space that embodied the Soviet
ideal of 'national in form, socialist in content,’ where traditional Central
Asian elements had been selectively preserved while overlaid with Soviet

modernity and significant Russification
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Under Stalin's management, the USSR experienced vast human
resettlements1Bopulation movements during the Soviet period reflected
the regime's broader political and economic agenda. Multiple factors
prompted migration flows from various parts of the USSR into Uzbekistan
and other Central Asian republics, including industrial deelopment
initiatives, the creation of new factories, clas$ased persecution, forced
collectivization, and systematic deportations®?  Specifically, 3T OEA O
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OEAO AgAi bl ENMEAA OOAAAOOAEOI OOAT OA& OI A
i TAAOT ET AO&DOkATastkbdts &rAtéyic location deep
within Soviet territory and its considerable distance from international
borders made it an ideal choice from a security perspective.
Mhese strategic considerations that determined the selection of
Tashkent as the destination for Greek political refugees established the
physical, social, and political parameters within which their subsequent

adaptation and community formation would unfold.
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Following their arrival in the already transformed socialist
multiethnic landscape of Tashkent, Greek political refugees encountered a
Soviet system designed to incorporate diverse populations while
maintaining ideological control. Within this environment, they established
a community structure that operated under dial governance formally
administered by Soviet authorities while internally managed by KKE
leadership, creating a distinct Greek microcosm that maintained
revolutionary identity while gradually adapting to Soviet Central Asian
realities.

For the Greek political refugeesn Tashkent, the transition to peace
paradoxically meant a continuation of wartime conditions Daily life the
first period of the exile remained fundamentally militarized, with martial
routines, structures and materialconditions extending throughall aspects
of existence from housing in former POW campsand clothing to food
distribution and hierarchical social organization In each residential
compound, a central administrative building housed the Soviet officers
operating under the command of a Red Army official. djacent facilities

were specifically designated for the Greek administrator of the settlement.
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Security measures were implemented through controlled access points,
including a guardhouse and designated personnel monitoring entry and
exit.126

This continuity of war-like conditions suggests their status
remained that of combatants rather than civilians?’ For the Greek
communist party this militarization of everyday life was essential as it
preserved its cadres in a state of revolutionary readiness. Rather than
acknowledging a definitive defeat, the Party leadership portrayed their
followerso exile in socialist states as a transitional phase that would
ultimately strengthen their cause. The exile was viewed as a temporary
state and simultaneously an opportunity, a chance for their followers to be
transformed within the socialist states into ideal socialist citizens who
would later become the builders of socialism in Greedé

An additional interpretation of this militarized structure is provided
by Lampatos according to his analysis, thecontinuation of military style
organization served a specifigolitical purpose: it allowed the Communist
Party to maintain strict surveillance and control over formerDAGfighters,
particularly those who had fought in the Democratic Army but were not
formal members of the Communist Party2® This organizational approach
reflected the party® desire to maintain discipline and ideological control
over the broader refugee population

The party's administrative responsibilities encompassed a wide
range of practical matters: they coordinated housing assignments,
managed work placements in local factories, organized educational
programs and supervised cultural activities. However, thesectivities were
consistently aligned with Soviet policies and subject to approval by local
authorities.130

Initially, Greeks were housed in communal compounds, living in

crowded conditions with limited privacy in shared living spaces. This initial
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period of collective living gradually gave way to more structured housing
arrangements as families were allocated rooms in apartment buildings
throughout their districts (politeies). Greek political refugeesemployed as
builders contributed voluntary labor to housing construction projects,
though these initiatives were sponsored and overseen by Soviet
authorities. The housing conditions improved markedly after 1960, when
refugees began obtaining small individual aparhents, leading to more
satisfactory living conditions131

Beyond housing arrangements the integration of Greek refugees
into the Soviet workforce presented significant challenges due to their
backgrounds and lack of industrial experienceThe majority were young
people from the mountainous regions of Macedonia and Epirus, primarily
with agricultural backgrounds and limited literacy due tothe previous
tumultuous war-period.LUThe language barrier posed an additional
challenge. To address this, refugees received Russian language instruction
before their workplace assignments. After one month of language
preparation, they entered the workforce as apprentices, though their initial
wages were insufficient to cover their basic needsduring the first six
months it was supplementedthrough free provision of food and housingA
significant number found employment in agricultural machinery
production units at Tashkent Selmas and Uzbek Selmas. Others were
assigned to factories producing electrical equipment, textile industries, and
metallurgical works. Some refugees were employk in administrative
positions within the Greek communities. This distribution of workers
represented a systematic effort to integrate the refugee population into the
Soviet industial workforce. Meanwhile, the KKE propagandized the
necessity for refugees to excel in their industrial roles, framing productive
labor not just as economic necessity but as a political and ideological
duty 132

The educational experience of Greek political refugees reflected

another crucial aspect of community organization, combining KKE
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initiatives with Soviet state provisions. The Communist Party initially
focused on addressing basic educational needs, organizing classes for
illiterate adults, while simultaneously developing its political education
program through party schools and published materialdlThe KKE
established an extensive printing mechanism as part of its political and
educational activities. This publishing initiative focused on producing and
distributing political books, demonstrating the party's emphasis on
ideological edwcation. Through this printing apparatus, the KKE published
and circulated Marxist theoretical works, political texts, and party
documents among the refugee communities3

In parallel, Soviet authorities from the beginning of their arrival,
established systematic Russian language instruction, particularly through
workplace-based programs for workers, facilitating their integration into
Soviet society. The Soviet state's edational provisions expanded
significantly with the arrival of children through family reunification from
1952 to 1955. They attended Soviet schools while receiving supplementary
Greek language instruction. From 1951, Soviet authorities designated a set
number of university placements for the Greek community annually.
Notably, while the Soviet state provided these educational opportunities,
the selection and nomination of candidates was delegated to the local KKE
leadership, reflecting the party's continued role in managing internal
community affairs and controlling access te@ducational advancement. This
educational approach which culminated in refugees' access to Soviet
higher education institutions and technical schools represented a
successful integrationinto the Soviet educational systentllhis systematic
effort across all levels of education transformed the community's
educational profile.134

The organization of cultural and social life completed the
framework of community integration, operating through both physical
spaces and information networks.Each residential settlement had a

dedicated building that served multiple functions, hosting cultural events,
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party meetings, celebrations, and cinema screening® These cultural
spaces played a crucial role in maintaining community cohesion and
facilitating ideological work.

Alongsidethese physical spaces, the KKE established an extensive
information and media network to serve Greek political refugees. In Uzbek
SSR, the party organized Gredlnguage newspapers "Pros ti Niki"
(Towards Victory) and later "Neos Dromos" (New Path). These
publications, while managed by KKE members, operated under strict
Soviet supervision, with content often directly reflecting Soviet political
positions and propaganda needs. This media strategy was replicated
throughout the socialist bloc with publications such as "Agonistis" in
Czechoslovakia, "Demokratis” in Poland, "Laikos Agonas" in Hungary,
"Lefteria" in Bulgaria, and "Nea Zoi" in Romania. Although primarily
serving the Greek refugee communities scattered across Eastern Europe
and Central Asia, the KKE attempted to extend their reach to audiences
within Greece itself but achieved limited success despite establishing

organized distribution networks.136

The exodus of Greek political refugees to Tashkent represents a
unigue Eastoriented migration that contrasted with typical post-WWII
refugee movements toward Western democracies. This political migration
directly stemmed from the Greek Communist Party'sefeat in the Civil War
and reflected both Soviet strategic interests and KKE ideological
commitments. The Soviet Union strategically eliminated a source of tension
in the Balkans while simultaneously enabling the Greek Communist Party
to preserve its state of constantreadinessfor an eventual resumption of
revolutionary activitie s.

These refugees entered an already transformed multiethnic society

in Uzbekistan, shaped by Soviet modernization policies, industrial
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development, and previous waves of migration. Their treatment differed
markedly from other diaspora ethnic groups in the region highlighting
how Soviet nationality policy privileged ideological alignment over ethnic
categorization alone.

In Tashkent, the Greek community operated under dual governance
formally administered by Soviet authorities while internally managed by
KKE leadership. Initially organized along militarized lines that preserved
wartime structures, the community gradually developed more
conventional patterns of social organization as reigees integrated into
Soviet industrial and educational systems. Cultural activities and Greek
language publications like "Pros ti Niki" and "Neos Dromos" maintained
community cohesion whileoperating under strict Soviet supervision.

The establishment of Greekanguage newspapers in Tashkent not
only served the refugee community’'s needs but also reflected their
interaction with the broader Soviet environment of Central Asia's major
city, whose political and social landscape during th exile period would
significantly shape the refugees' experiengeconstituting the official
discoursethat reflected Soviet influence, KKE ideology, arttie realities of

exile.
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From the very beginning of its exile following the defeat in the Greek
Civil War, the Communist Party of Greece demonstratextrategic focusfor
the political orientation and ideological formation among its refugee
population scattered across the Soviet Union and its satellite countries in
Eastern Europe. This commitment manifested through aomprehensive
web of Greek publications distributed across the socialist countries. This
publishing activity encompassed a wide range of materials from political
theoretical works, mass education materials, schoolbooks, literary
publications, and an extensive network of newspapers and periodicali§’LL LI
The Party leadership recognized that maintaining ideological cohesion and
revolutionary consciousness among the refugees was essential not only for
preserving their Greek identity in foreign lands but also for sustaining what
they considered a temporary plase in an ongoing revolutionary struggle,

despite their defeat.
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The Greek Communist Party had developed publishing expertise
during the Civil War that would subsequently transition to their exile
operations. Beyond military engagement, the Party strategically deployed
propaganda through various media channels includingrint publications
and radio broadcasts. Under the Party's Enlightenment Committee, a
publishing infrastructure emerged at the Bulkes refugee settlement, where
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among educational textbooks, and diverse other political materials.
Concurrently, mobile printing presses operated from the mountain
locations of the various military headquarters!3éllh parallel to these print
efforts, the Party expanded into radio broadcastingBy July 1947, the
branch of the Central Committee headquartered in Belgrade, expandéd
communications reach by initiating broadcasts from the "Free Greece"
f 81 RYJ RMs 611 ¢ 113 This OrAnBHE worki@gOrcOriuihctiod
with the publishing mechanism in Bulkes, coordinated and supplied the
mountain mobile presses with typographical materialsi*® Following the
pivotal Yugoslavian break from Soviet influence in 1948, this entire
publishing apparatus and the radio station were strategically relocated to
Bucharest, thereby establishing direct operational continuity between
wartime publishing activities and the subsequent development of the exile
press network.

Operating in exile, the radio station became the most direct
medium for transmitting the party's voice to the “fighters of Greece,"
broadcasting also within theinitial exiled communities.lDuring the early
years of exile, radio broadcasts were the primary means through which
political refugees received news from Greece and served as the main
source for writing the first handwritten news bulletins and wall
newspapersi4t

This continuity between Civil War and exile publications
demonstrates how refugee publishing drew from previous experiences and
structures. The transfer of publishing knowledge, equipment, and
personnel from Greece to the socialist countries created a fodation for

the extensive publishing press activity that would followA42
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The refugee press, reflecting the structure of the central and
regional organization of the "Greek People's Republic,” was politically
guided by the KKE and reached all refugee settlements. An exception to this
pattern was the People's Republic of Albaniayhich lacked an organized
Greek community, and the People's Republic of Yugoslavia, where early
Greek refugee communities disbanded in 1949. In the following decades,
Yugoslavia particularly lithe "People's Republic of Macedonia" became a
major destination for Greek SlaveMacedonian political refugees from
other socialist countries. However, the KKE had no political influence there
AOOET ¢ OEA UAAOO 1T &£ AgEI A8 7TEOE OEA OODH
I £ 2AEOCAAOG £OT 1 1 ACAAT ialsAnhatboppbded= Ad D OAI
++%50 P¥ 1 EAEAOS
From 1950 onward, general local newspapers were published as
organs of local committees, later renamed associations, under the political
direction of the Communist Party of Greece. All Greek refugee publications
that emerged throughout the socialist bloc shared revolutionary or
forward -looking names that reflected the movement's ongoing struggle:
choy 315Bc j.Ax |, EEZAQ ET 211 AT EAh ev @G [}
(01 CAOUh ¢ arduy1/AzBYE j &ECEOAOQ ET #UAA]
Ef "0l CADRARsvxesi 8AI 1 AOAOGQ ET o011 Al AR
i . Ax B3EEZAO0Q ET %AOO ' AOi ATUh AT A cutmuy
OhOuUY a3mjtuye i M“Ax O0AOEQ ET 4AOEEAT 08
These publications mirrored theSovietmodel, they served not only
as informational resourcesbut also as ideological instruments. According
to the proceedings of the3rd Conferenceof the KKE, held in Romania in

October 1950 they needed to address refugespecific concerns while
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promoting socialist reconstruction achievements. As the conference
AEOAAOEOA Aobli EAEOI U OOAOAAR OEAOA 1T AxC
AAOAAOA bPi 1 EOEAAT OAZEOCA ADThekimissiodKAEOA OE
extended beyond information dissemination to political mobilization,
serving as catalysts for action while exposing organizational weaknesses
and coordinating socialist competition initiatives. The conference
emphasized that these publicatb © OET 01 A OOEOEAI U bi 00
successes in the Soviet Union and other people's democracies and make
comparisons with the miserable situation of workers inmonarch-fascist
' OA AR ABe8strong contrast of socialist progress against Greek
conditions wasn't merely propaganda but served to legitimize the refugees'
political choices and sacrifices while cultivating continued revolutionary
commitment.

Recognizing the significance of the newspapers, the 3rd Conference
of the KKE emphasized their role in organizing and guiding the refugee
communities, "Our newspapers abroad will play an important role in the
daily work among political refugees, and for tis reason we need to pay a
lot of attention to them."147
Furthermore, efforts were made to standardize content across
publications, ensuring alignment with party strategy and enhancing their
effectiveness as instruments of political strugglé4s

The local pressserveda crucial role as a collective guide for Greek
political refugees in socialist countries. The publishing activity of Greek
political refugees in URS$®epresents a significant chapterin the broader
publishing landscape of forced exildollowing the Greek Civil WailAt the
same time, it constitutes an important part of the Soviet press published by
foreign nationalities, meaningethnic groups without titular status in the

Soviet republics. Tashkent, with its significant concentration of former
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Democratic Army fighters, became a kegenter for newspaper publishing

amongGreek political refugees in the Soviet Union.

ZIONNGO=H | T+ a0 RRIaRa ¢ | RAJT W? Rt AYeal
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Among theexile presspublications,L muvu v z(Fowards JVistory)
published in Tashkentplayed a pivotal role in shaping political discourse
and maintaining ideological cohesion within the Greek refugee community
in the Soviet UnionlDAOOGET ¢ AO OEA 1 AET OAEEAI A 1
discourse in exile.

Emerging directly from the tradition of the Democratic Army of
" OAAAAG O x Ane 6dwspdperpotighndiptitieds v j m {(Sokig,
was renamedt muv Y  Z Growards[Vgtory during the final year of the
Greek Civil Warl4® The name change, proposed by Nikos Zachariadis,
aimed to capture the combative spirit and unwavering determination of
the DAG and was adopted in the spring of 1949 as a translation of the then
popular Sovietslogari - ~ ~ 150Thenheivspaper directly inherited both
the title and mission of the daily publication of the Democratic Army during
the final stagesof the conflict. Towards Victoryrepresented a continuation
of the effort to maintain ideological coherence, discipline, and morale
among the exiledfighters of the KKE.The publication preserved this title
for six years in exile and in conditions of defeat, continuing to publish under
a name that framed the refugees' situation as part of an ongoing struggle
rather than a concluded conflictllhis narrative aligned with the broader
postwar context, notably the military regime imposedby the KKE(1950-
1952) which maintained hierarchical structures and reinforced militarized

patterns of life within refugee settlements!>ilt was within this highly
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organized and ideologically disciplined environment that the newspaper
Towards Victorybegan its official publication in exilelll

The first issue of Towards Victory was published on 7 November
pwvnh ADPDPOI GEi ACGAT U TTA UAAO AEOAO OEA
was symbolically aligned with the 33rd anniversary of the October
Revolution. 152 Parallel to the other publications of the Greek communist
diaspora inthe Eastern Bloc, the Tashkent newspaper operated under the
political guidance of the Greek Communist Party. The publishing structure
reflected the centralized organization of the "Greek People's Democracy"
in exile. Editorial boards were composed of party members elected to the
presidiums of local associations and werecoordinated by editorial
committees. Editors-in-chief from various refugee communities met
periodically under the direction of the Political Bureau to exchange
experiences and align their edorial policies. These meetings ensured a
unified political message across all Greek refugee publication, thereby
involvement of sister parties in the Eastern Bloc countriesepresentatives
of the Communist Party of the Soviet Union participated in supervisory and
censorship roles in Tashkent. This practice was institutionalized and
generally accepted within the publishing framework of the timeL>3

Production took place in the printing facilities of the Soviet
newspaper Pravda Vostoka(Truth of the Eas}, located in a prominent
building in Tashkent's Navoi Square, since the Soviet state maintained a
monopoly on paper printing and distribution as a means to suppress
dissent and shape public discoursdn this sense, the Greek refugee press
did not stand apart but formed part of the hierarchical structure of the
Soviet press itself, which, as Wolfe explains, mirrored the Pary OA OA 6 O
organization to ensure that every segment of the population was reactle

2 including foreign political refugees!>4
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The editorial office was initially housed in the 12th residential
compound, which also accommodated the headquarters of the local KKE
committee. In addition to a dedicated room allocated for editorial work, a
designed space was allocated for monitoring radi broadcasts from
abroad %5 The editorial board included prominent loyal party cadres while
the soviet side appointed a Russiasreek, as the official liaison to facilitate
cooperation. Over the years, a wide network of individuals contributed to
OEA TAxODPAPAOGO DPOI AOAOET T8 4EA OAAI E
external contributors, and technical personnet ranging from editors and
typesetters to proofreaders and illustrators1s6

In its early phase the newspaper also functioned as awall
newspaper, with special issues posted in residential areas, workplaces, and
educational institutions. This practicefollowed the Soviet tradition of wall
newspapers and the need to extend the reach of limited print resourcég’

Regarding the sources of information, like other exile publications
of the time, the Tashkent publication initially relied heavily on material
from radio broadcasts by "Free Greecé® as its primary channel of
information about developments in the homeland. These broadcasts were
reproduced and redistributed through the exile press. Greekanguage
programming on Soviet radio was generally limited to short, scheduled
segments, of about 8 minutes, with a total of 3.5 hours broadcast daily
from the central station in Moscow. In Tashkent local radio broadcasting
EOAO ™ § ™ ')also.included Greeklanguage contents?

One of the critical challenges facing the newspaper was the low
literacy level among the refugee population. Approximately 56 percent of
the adult refugees in Tashkent had minimal or no literacy skills. This
reflected both the socieeconomic background ofmany refugeses, rural
fighters and peasants from underdeveloped regions of Greecand the

educational disruptions caused by the civil warTherefore, a systematic
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effort to combat adult illiteracy was undertaken through participation in
Greek language courses offered in schools, beginning in 1950 and
completed by 1955160111
After the death of Stalin in 1953 and the gradual rise of Nikita
Khrushchev, significant ideological and political upheavahookthe global
communist movement.Although de-Stalinization had already begun in the
early post-Stalin years, it was at the 20th Party Congress in February 1956
that it became official policy, with Khrushchev publicly denouncing the
excesses of Stalinism and prompting deep crises in many Communist
parties, including the KKE.As Eric Hobsbawm notes, the process of de
SOAI ET EUAOCETT c¢OATPATAA A1 1T OAA 1T POETT Oh
i ACOEAEI UqQq 1T 1TTCAO OTAAO 11171 EOEEA 00
controlled sphere and intensifyng crises within non-governmental
Communist Parties!61
The effects of deStalinization within the Greek Communist Party in
exile were most clearly felt through the fall of its longtime leader, Nikolaos
Zachariadis. Appointed with Soviet backing in the late 1930s, Zachariadis
came to embody the traits typicalof the socalled by HobsbawnO1 E O O1 A
30AI ET 66 xEI 001 AA OEA wAOOAOT "1T A BAC
centralization of authority, and unvavering loyalty to Moscow?162
For the KKE, tls period marked a dramatic internal rupture among
its exiled members in the Soviet Union and the countries of the Eastern
Bloc. Tashkentbecame a focal point of this crisis due tahe high
concentration of party cadres present.Following the dissolution of the
militaristic regime, Soviettrained officers returned to Tashkent several of
them had previously voiced disagreement with strategic decisions made
during the Civil War. Their presence added momentum to a reformist camp

within the KKE exile community163 This time, the postStalin political
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climate of the Thaw allowed dissent to surface openly, undermining the
rigid ideological structure that had previously governed the exile
communities.
Tensions began to mount by 195471955, when a split emerged
between those loyal to Nikos Zachariadis the General Secretary of the
KKE and committed Stalinist?> and those advocating internal reform,
AT AT1T AATAA AU OEA 31 0EAO 51TEIT80 AOI
Khrushchev. These ideological disputes soon escalated into violent
confrontations between the two factions The conflict, known as the
04 A OE E A TghegdnbniSepietber9, 1955, atthe offices of thelocal
Party Organization and spread through various refugeedistrict s over the
next ten days!é4 It ended only afterinterventions by Soviet security forces.
Dissenters accused Zachariadis of authoritarianism and dogmatism, while
his supporters condemned the "revisionism" of the othersThe Soviet
#1111 OTEOGO0 0AOOUR OTAAO +EOOOGEAEAOGEO 1A
Zachariadis factionin line with his broader de-Stalinization agendat®>
The ET OAOT Al AT 1T £l EAO xAO OAmEI AAOGAA |
newspaper Towards Victory which had served as the mouthpiece of the
exiled KKE in Tashkent, was suspended during the height of the crisi$he
composition of the editorial board happened to be such that, with the
exception of one editor, all members were aligned with the amnti
Zachariadis faction. Following the September 195%urge, the Party
Organization Bureau in Tashkent was replaced by a new body composed
exclusively of Zachariadis loyalists. O of the first actions taken by this
new bureau was to request that the Soviet authorities suspend the
publication of the newspaperlsé
During the proceedings of the 20th Congress of the Communist
Party of the Soviet Union (February 145, 1956), which featured
Khrushchev's revelations, an international commission was established

comprising officials from Communist parties of six countries where @ek
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political refugees resided. This commission's mandate was to restore
Marxist-Leninist principles within the Communist Party of GreeceOne
month later, the commission convened the Sixth Plenary Session of the
Central Committee and the Central Control Commission of th&E (March
11-12, 1956),livhich, in an effort to deStalinize the party, removed
Zachariadis from his position as General Secretary, expelled him from the
Political Bureau, and later exiled him to Siberi&’

The KKE's leadership underwent a complete restructuring under
direct Soviet guidance in 1956, following the Tashkent events. This
reorganization favored the faction embracing Khrushchev's de
Stalinization policies -l& minority within the broader forces of the
fragmented KKE in exile and Kostas Koligiannis, who had aligned himself
with the reformist camp, was elevated to the party's top position, replacing
the ousted Zachariadig®8lUThis transition marked not merely an
administrative change but a fundamental ideological reorientation of the
KKE to align with the new political direction emanating from Moscow.

This period of violent rupture and ideological realignment seriously
weakened the KKE, leading to mass resignations and defections, deepening
disorientation among the party’'s members and supporters, and leaving
lasting scars on both the individuals involve and the broader Greek

communist movement.
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Following the March 1956 Sixth Plenary Sessienconvened by the
newly formed party bureau in the aftermath of the September 1955
events? and a decision by the Central Committee of the Communist Party

of the Soviet Union, which designated the newspaper as angan of the
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Tashkent City Committee of the Communist Party of Uzbekistan
publication was resumed after five months!69
With its relaunch, the newspaper adopted a new titleNew Path
(h Qv y 3.Mhi$ renaming marked both a political break with the
- AAEAOEAAEO AOA AT A OEA ++%80 EAATIIT CE
Stalinization. The new title symbolized a move away from the militaristic
rhetoric of imminent revolutionary triumph toward a more moderate,
long-term perspective of socialist construction.This shift paralleled the
Soviet rhetorical turn of the period toward ODAAA A £01 6Rthd EOOAT A
idea that socialism could prevail not through global revolutionary war but
through competition, diplomacy, and economic example. As the Soviet
5TEIT AAAT AT TAA OEA 1 AT COACA 1T &£ EIilETAI
press echoed this transformation
Concurrently, & communist parties across Europe began to follow
more independent nationally defined paths in thepost- Stalin era, the KKE
in exile stood out as something of an exception. Still operating from outside
the Greek state, it struggled to maintain centralized control over a scattered
and increasingly fragmented refugee basélhe presence of a legal leftist
DAOOU xEOEEI " OAAAA COAAGAT T U AEAITT AT
monopoly on political legitimacy. The formation of the United Democratic
Left (EDA)in 1951 provided a moderateand legitimate alternative to the
banned KKE.Gaining increasing public support,EDAhighlighted the exile
b A O Qyub@idy disconnection from the political realities within the
country.171
Furthermore, following the initial Tashkent split in 1955756, the
exile KKE fractured into multiple factions? including those loyal to
Koligiannis, Zachariadis, Markos Vafiadis, and a group of independents.

Over the following decade, this fragmentation intensified through

169tu+0“ rouf T d | AUr oW WwIioW T AW WA W’ ealte T Cqunaal 1o, | 1o
’ o _°o . mmpmlwxem\qum@m@muuewmq

Aclmdmvzreu.umanl@ﬁmumumzrqunﬂlur*w,,_ LU sdDNENILN & &
gu - K . edON [Ow oLl

17°uul|JU|dRﬂm|Y| ! mvnmmmmﬂxmmmmmvu

o u AWt o SHEMY_ . Tt

PP



ideological disagreements, party purges, and international realignments
DAOOEAOI AOI U ET OAODPITOA Oi OEA 31 0OEAO
and later, the 1968 invasion of Czechoslovakig?
This process culminated in the official 1968 division between KKE
Interior and Exterior. With the help of the Romanian Communist Party
which had broken ties with Moscowdissident exiled leaders established a
rival organization, KKE Interior, committed to party renewal and greater
political pluralism.173 This rupture further weakened the authority of the
KKE in exile and reflected the broader decentralization of the international
communist movement. These deepening ideological and organizational
rifts not only undermined party cohesion but also reshapedhe function
and authority of the exile press, which could no longer speak for a unified
political community.
This external loss of relevance was accompanied by an internal one:
the post-Stalin shift, along with the removal of Zachariadis, significantly
AOT AARA OEA ++% 50 AOOEI OEOU | OAONOEA DI
transformation affected the everyday lives of its members. Over time,
exiled Greek communists were increasingly allowed to join the communist
parties of their host countries. The communal and insular lifestyle of the
early post-civil war period gave way b processes of individual integration:
language acquisition, mixed marriages, and participation in local political
and social life gradually reduced the influence of the Greek party in daily
routines.174
A new generation of intellectuals children of political refugees
came of age under policies of affirmative action and educational expansion
ET OEA DPAI PI A6O0 AAiI T AOAAEAO8 4EOI OGCE OE
into contact with surviving and revived currents of critical Marxism. It was
a moment of expanded horizons, shaped by the broader structural changes
taking place in the Soviet Union and across Eastern Europ&hough

communism remained the dominant political identity for most of the exiled
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Greek left, the landscape had fundamentally shifted> What emerged was
a more plural, lived form of socialism? shaped not only by party doctrine
but also by the practical realities of exile, integration, and generational
change.

After the 1960s, the first refugees began to acquire small
apartments and to live in adequately improved housing condition&’é[his
period marked a broader transition from the provisional character of exile
toward long-term settlement. While Greece was entering a period of
renewed political tension, culminating in the 1967 military coup, refugees
in Central Asia were experiencing growing social stability

By the late 1960s and especially into the 1970s, the character of the
Greek refugee community in Tashkent had begun to change more
definitively. Although New Path continued to be published it now
addressed a shrinking audience. Its role shifted further away from political
mobilization toward the preservation of collective memory and the
cultural cohesion of a community slowly dispersing. The fall of the Greek
military junta in 1974 and the restoration of democracy opened the way
for the formal repatriation of political refugees. In 1975, the Greek
Parliament passed legislation allowing for their return, marking the end of
the long cycle of political exile that had begun in 19497 Despite the
repatriation of most political refugees after 1975, the newspaper remained
in circulation until December 1983178

By the time of its final issue in 1983, the exile press no longer spoke
with the unified authority of the early 1950s but instead bore witness to
the disintegration of the centralized KKE project and the emergence of a
more plural, diasporic Greek leftThese political and social transformations
not only shaped the conditions under which the exile press operated but

also left their mark on its content, tone, and prioritiesThe content of the
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exile press reveals how these dynamics were reflected, reinforced, and

sometimes contested through language and representation.

s

HKERE Y R¢ NWAC & Hig&E BEIRW G| Gl JqR2 1JLL

The content structure of Towards Victory closely followed the
model outlined by Jeffrey Brooks,which identified three distinct, but
interdependent editorial spheres developed within early Soviet
journalism: the interpretive, the interactive, and the informationall7°LL
These spheres were not only replicated but adapted in the Gredénguage
exile press, reflecting its dual role as both transmitter of official Party
doctrine and mediator of everyday ideological engagement within the
refugee community.

At the core ofthe T AxOPADPAOGO AAEOI OEAI i EO
interpretive function? the production of meaning through a rigorously
ideological lens.An analysis ofTowards Victoryparticularly issuesfrom its
initial period of publication (1951), reveals the fundamental
characteristics of a political newspaper with a strong ideologicahtent.180
Falling within the interpretive sphere of the newspaper, the following
features illustrate how ideological intent was embedded in visual
presentation, linguistic register, structural form, and editorial content.

Published three times a week, the newspaper initially followed a
four-page format, later expanding to six pages. The newspaper circulated
primarily via subscription among the Greek political refugee communities
in the districts of Tashkent. However, its gculation was restricted, as
indicated by the prominent warning on the masthead'h jt § r | OWR
I AEZ1N~NLI | ZBNDRIO be taken outside the districts")18l The
newspaper was not intended for distribution beyond the boundaries of
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USSR to support its Greek communist allies discreetly, without risking
internal unrest or external diplomatic consequences.
tEA T AxOPADPAOBO 1 AT COACA xAO AEOOET AC
vocabulary of international communism. It employed a highly politicized
and didactic register, filled with slogans, Marxisi_eninist terminology, and
formulaic expressions characteristic of prty discourse.
From the very title itself, this ideological orientation is evident:
L Iittch e yjdO4 1 x AOA fén&idnéd adrdadethidn a masthead it
servedas a mobilizing slogan in itselflts militant optimism echoed the tone
of Soviet agitprop publications, continuing the ethos of wartime resistance
while alsoredirecting it toward class struggle and socialistbuilding 182 The
name carried a dual symbolic charge it recalled the legacy of the
$AT T AOAOGEA ! Oi UBO AOi AA O0O00OCCIi Ah &EOAI E
temporary phase in a broader revolutionary missionAt the same time it
projected a forward-looking vision aligned with the project of building
socialism in exilee not as an end in itself, but as preparation for its eventual
transfer to Greece.This approach suited+ + %8&pé€xific circumstances:
living in military -style structures with weapons at the ready, maintaining
combat readiness even after the formal end of the civil wa¥2 The Soviet
journalistic model provided an ideal framework for this implicit
preparation, allowing the Greek exile press to sustain revolutionary
consciousness and military identity without openly declaring intentions
for renewed armed struggle.
This dual conception of exile? as both a continuation of struggle
and a laboratory for socialist transformation 2 is reflected in the
T AxOPADPAOGS A ozEehclrpt QiE AB/ OO ET 1 AT AT A AxAEO
return more developed, more mature, more civilizedighters, shaped by
OEA OOPAOET O 3BCuioihdd caled ankekilestdOMEION & C E

work and education, become ever more worthy fighters for the socialist
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OAAT 1T OOOOAOQET 1T 15 xEhilé BDide& bf irehdwdd aknded
struggle was rot openly declared, it was strongly implied through
militarized language, rhetoric of duty, and narratives of return. The press
functioned as a space of ideological preparation, where physical combat
remained a latent possibility, even if never explicitlynvoked.
The newspaperthus adopted a function strikingly similar to that of
Sovietbroader patterns ofmedia practices Mirroring the Soviet model, the
Greeklanguage exile press? O AT OOT x - AOOEA= |, AT T Ad
Gnstilled in party members an identity as warrior heroes battling for
OT AEA4EOI o
Another clear marker of this ideological alignment can be found in
the slogan displayed above the titlethe emblematic rallying cry of the
Communist Manifest8? written in capital letters: Ot 1§ ¥8t a1 6i 6 ¥ mh
t mh wmimhh cOMOBGEAB®ABGEAT O | £ .fsdel AT OT O
Figure 1.)he slogan anchoed each issudrom 1950 to 1982, in the global
class struggle and situatd the Greek communists as part of a broader
socialist front. Its presence thus served as a consistent ideological marker,
AEEEOI ET ¢ OEA TAxOPADPAOBO 11 UAI O6u OI 31

internationalist, Marxist, and politically militant tone.
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Soviet influence also extended to the syntactic level of the
TAxOPAPAOSO AEOAT OOOAh xEAOA OPAAEEEA (
OOUIT A T &£ 31 06EAO POI PACAT AA8 )i PAOAOEOA
AMdSzZuot L r1cz1ids ct1111A6 | webiod)Uand A OT OF
expressions like & ju fzst v 1 ROQBPEZ VAL ZB AEIS Y
L8] M5 A jABS (Glpry to the Soviet Union, the savior of humanity!)
reflected the formulaic language of Soviet slogansAhrases such as
J 11 euxmyud mewman), AMIZUAJ MUY (yanguard A z B Y
fighter), A v A1 1 1 1 A z 1(sb®alistccpbrppetition) AT As v [1Y Z1(BY
j £OTT 77 ‘g cqonveyed coreideological conceptsof Marxist-

Leninist discourse.

This collective tone was reinforced grammatically through
exhortative constructions using the firstperson plural, OOAE AO Ohy
1281t 2AVv2Z2R Z U 1T1RULI VLMY [ d t4yY t ©Oz5A00
EAAT T T CEAAl A£01I106gh Ohy 4RI CAULZIR AL UL
(Let us raise criticism and seslA OEOEAEOI EECEAOQh AT A O
rl}2AK)1 2zvz ¥ Ou(lettus fearn thetlanquage ef denin and
Stalin).19 These expressions framed ideological commitment as a shared
task, strengthening the discourse of collective identity and responsibility.

Editorially, this collectivist ethos was further reflected in the
structure and presentation of the newspaper itselfArticles were largely
unsigned, echoing the principles of communist press culture, where the
authority of the Party took precedence over individual authorshipThe
tone was predominantly didactic and prescriptive; readers were not
merely informed, but instructed? on ideological behavior, production

goals, political vigilance, and moratonduct191
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, TAT xT OAO (OOMEr [ A®EICAARNIQm? 3Miriyl AAOEOAQhH
(1 AzRMA{ICOR QB B OATATuEGAQQECT 1 AT OQh

zZAROAACENMEA £FAAOCEOA j W DOD AO®AET T NOT OAQHh
r {muppAd JOE COT Obq xAOA ET OACOAOAA OQUOOAI I
4ET OCE xOEOOAT ET ' OAAE OAOEDPOh OEAOA

OAET £ OAET ¢ OEA OAI OAO AT A T OCAT EUAOQEIT 1
OEA ' OAAE AT i1 O EGOO POAOGO EiI AQEI As8

This linguistic influence reflects not only the close political
alignment with the Soviet model, but also the deep integration of Russian
communist terminology into the official discourse of the Greek exile
AT i 1T OTEOU8 4EA TAxOPAPAOSBO 1 AT cOACA OAE
shaped political thought and promoted OEA | ET COEOOEA EAAEOO
Ol AEAIT E OTis En§uidgrivds BoBonly a reflection of party loyalty
but alsoa meansfor cultivating it.

"AUTTA 1 AT COACA AT A OEAOI OEAh OEA 1
addressed internal diversity.4AEA DAPABI KFAOBDADPACAO x AOA

AAAEAAOAA OEAAEMAGRIAD TEIAT 1 AT COACA8 4EEO
DAOOEAOI AOI U OECT ENEAAT Oh AT 1T OEAAOQOEIT C

OAEOCAAO ET OEA 31 OEAOABSEAEEAl EXAAAO CFEITAOTI
31 FOAAAAT T EAEOBEECAOEA OACOI AO 1 AUT OO0 xAC
AAETT xI AACA AT A ET AT ObpT OAOA OEA ET OAOT A

Pl DOl NOEIOAZS1IT AAOAA OEA #1111 O0TEOGO 0AOOU 1
T ACET T AIATAN QLI RAGU 01T ANRBGAGAT GARA Al ADOIOT EO
GEA A@EIA i1 C‘)AIATOGO Dl EOEAAI AT A Aéic‘)
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6 EOOAIAABAO xABAEOODBOET T Al AT A AOOOAO!
AT T ET AOAA AU AAT OA AT106i1T0 1T &£ O1TET OAOOC
OEOOAT AOAAEO 1T 0 jAAGADADEEDBAROBRRABD O9BOE
Ai 61 OAOPAOOOh OEA 1T AxOPAPAOO APPAAOAA O
DAODHOAI OEA AAOAT AA A A AXEOFOMA iE AIOZOMHFOE® E 1 |
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OAET £ OAETI ¢ OEA T AxOPAPAOSO AEAAAOEA bpO
1O 4ET T A0 711 A POO EOh O4EA O1 AEAI EOO
x1 O1 A AA AEACMOIAEFAIAMO ABIAAMACT CEAAT T OE.
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OAOOAA OEA &O1 AOGEITT 1T &£ EAATTTCEAAIT EIT 0O

o471 | Y YREGSH el IBEYOIV B 1©
Wi Yaghvaw ORUNICE Y 20/a3@0s Ya | Uc¢ G Rt G

20



SECOQAIZtMCA xEOE ,11Cc #110i10 1T &£ 4A0C

S Ka y Bralve & dnd - TolTeles
NPOAETAPIOI OAON TON XOPON, ENDOEITE | :

- y TETAPTH
: 27 o6 “Tobvy
; j 1951
- : - 4 “Apdubs ghe 73(80)

Tupd gihhos 20 xax,

FA NOAITIKH ANIOTPOIHE
TOY NOAEMOY KAI AIA®YAAZEHE THE EIPHNHZ

KYPIO APOPO THEZ #+IPABNTA" THE 24rs TOY I10YNH 1951

et dudexeln wdv vrmh oy zobyay e Deppavins wab iy amotpons] i na- mepuddfony oviy fuepiaia Budzaly < Bidoxedmg
v Hwtapiedy oth TMapia: aTapdTy- Yaatgarexemuinss tne. Kol Ipwg ety Twaté, B ftay ATIWETEY iy LLTepiniy h Ssnua pd ch
ciss g, ywple v dmlpiboe: th ya- »af ot BIIA, xai 4" Agrhia, xai 4 Daidia Smrpabay [ 'Ahayting abppuvs wzi zlg apaptaduixe; Itpatie-
s slyz dvarefeiya #I100%phazs i v supsovla wob Wbeadzg, o6 Gmoypsdver abréc miglTints Baosg amolelyver Esxidaga, Bey 36 96.
fpsgiaia Budtaiy 112 5h Bypfobhie =iy Sronpyy | Buvipers v Tpaypatezohaony patki pd oy BEEA Ty | Aawy #UAUTERYGY i Bxéaamv, e of Bofefiarims
Ty Enrepiuiy. CH Didoxen araps i35 =iz gpya- | 4 % inan tie Tepnavias nal v Ry Empde | ogys Sxestns ué el o lienua elva whpa T me-
eg T, Emadi osls 91 <op *Inbvy of dyzimotow- | Gagy oy dvaréwnan b Teppavizod wehimaguapas, P xddmiuss yal I'JJl':'Lpﬂl.‘llél:,lﬂ',l UREDNETPT R
O @Y oy Buvpeoy Bhhwaay, o of #lepvi- KI: L T R O Busids - |efum mohieiny énidbaone xai ITpAmatIAglInate; oF;
agt; g Apvd va auvey ooy zi Blanparnztsh- vipsic, napadidlovias 2ovipoziBierasa opgo- [Mstods suvsprastag, : :
setg. Ty doviey @y Soreedy dvapewy % dwve- [via  map Ménalzy, wpaqparercisiy wd dvmam-| O dusixde Auvdgews 82 B4icuy va aulmenbei o6
it Buamprypatsioeg Bt BTOpOTUE Vi 1] Hew- [ xf) ravastpaninomigsy e duieds Tsppaviag ' Athaveing Fipguva, Ersidd gofiulvrar 1y o

Zbs0uy @
7 Snposidrysa, poBadyeal ™ Pl

phevape ahladc, rapd ody wpakn wod dmoflénet avh|ual 23 Béhauy va Spxazaleifiony adty i molinis TVouT, eoludvig o
iy Emepbgel o abyrhaen <ic Bdaxedme tay b o, mob Bév Eyar throte 4 oy Bé oy dnibecn [woh §eazemilor o émiBesing wal éymigparied gpds
TOATON <@y Hwispiriv, i Elpfe wai o dopddoras ariy Eigdiry, B8 ws dviveg soy stptn vl iy dapdhaca toy
Aé nropst vi oy Gvelponon ayetind pé b Me < i relops xat  Eruovi) of Gunends [dai, (T T sipgyeed mohtiah % poBdtar th
bo dmebfiuves d oy wiataon mod Bypouayi- | Suvdpsis ﬂ""“gﬂﬂm" STV mobtaan vi taphnghst She, B2 onddoy vy Holan T xouds pvbpns, H
Hrne clvar ol xuBspviaers ~ay LY Buwdnsmy~ci| T pepiag tératy w6 Cimypa Td Ty Shde Tofieziyh aBiprnan why s et vi Grofy-
EIIA, < Mevidvs Bosstaviae wai Laddiag,  Aj-|twon 16y orkiansy, TOITAIOVINS v imoxasa- | gy jed aulisgon onh Budoxedn <oy Imoupyiv <oy
cE¢ et dasblines dye pivo E ol Daronh ti | ety abed =4 Yizgpa pb i Suachzeay 16 T Erepady o alpene puia; xql dpoifzias foy-
Barpzpacedioemy ol Hapiaeos, pg wai 134 ohy[hsyopevo dnivedo ndv Sothuandv, 'E3G ol doeiads Beuag, o 7 ZoPrenin “Hvmarn aivabe pé iy Ki-
thobur aslavbusry viaay oth Belv xasdoraay., | Buvipen emeBionay Sy dpsas oromh: v Exapa- |va, Hohwyla, Taeyoahodania, Odyyapla, Pospayia,
Ok 4 mopela =iy Sampayparsiaewy won aptao5 | Aoony 1) Buvatienza v soverlomy vl oth  pile Baul:;apia, Dudardia, nal ciluc, pe v Daiklz wai
xal, thhoc, 4 Bavor waue ke, Bu of Buri-[hov b wopethive wovin v Eenmliapdy, moh T Aryhia,
2 Buvapers Gyu phve By dmdiinooy = yakdpooy | meryuatomowdy cfpepe. Ol Buminds Buvipers 3 Byenay tic aofeminds
8 Evsang onls Bislvet: oyboe ouiy Eipory, | Th 8endé mavyvide iy 4 PO Ty Butie { <. Trayipnazy Bl mpnsinivaas v Bt
drax Buafsfzidan brorptid, pd, duziffera, ém- | 2By Buvduewy Esgremdoree beay yivovsay 4 auly- X TEy Bampymatsiacuy dxTiy dvouysh gl -
Buinoss 1 pevithy Bovay T anpspivis wazhatasne. [ ey mia oy ETARORISY gely Hpepioa diana- 1 TBY Lnspdsay.
“Avapaspeves dnh iy Tieay 2fg 20U v 1E7 0T Lntipases 14’ Askaru A O1 sipmybioiion hax
wig e Epbosy ob bzmmﬂmmzizauc, ol Butiné; Su- t‘:-muwﬁm LoD =4 slva B
- el amely u‘p;,pi ‘avbpe ti; FRURASEEY TS Ve doudfinesy i e W supmepthyoiier 75 Teg padipase <oy S
orsfms at6 Mapls dzakesyaay T Bnpoup- | abté 16 Cleyue sty Apeprata  Bavaby, Zoww gl Tpratetoey w0l Iapiows, “H YRS 5@y By
Tlog wde doyRs éprodloy oms Bobun 11d iy dnlolod anpels Brou diy Enfilds aupporle. Al |z g Suvipeny grdy FOOKTIA ey Budgredn ath
el sbpguynpduon drogasewy, oay xplan oty Bpranles o Sedaelns 103 Tlape- Maglor EBecte dubpa pig ot bee ol rafebnqnic
H elriz =7 dunonfs oy Barpaypanedoswy |owed xal Bravay v vauerisony ol Bampainatsdoes, {ro5 Spspeuan-ayyhins fpfczpmlm’:ﬂhﬁ?!!lﬁ%,/ﬂ’pﬂ-
200 Tagionad e auviasanar wabilon erie Buanohies | H 8oy wob mijpay o} Bumiude Buvipsie 916 Cirypal spdloves Eviatiad iy TPAYPATORGITY T £-
iy et fat By elian papeed va Execeuyfiony qup- | qtd th Arainiud sbppuve wal  sic  srpamionins mlenyGy tous ayedioy, mgoom _ Touthypova v
poipives dropdacic, Gxu mposmaBaly b T gécttc wy BIIA teonemifs nepiaodtepn dnd udle ragamhaviony pé +4 BeRpE tis habe pales, wi
ovigeoy Ty Gmifiean of dutinds Buvdpere T vaf et able vy woketend Tong wel amofinst orfy Tone- | gfe Sanazioony uai v =l wpaPitooy oy PO
E8amaTioouy Ty o ripy. SH mpapaTel ai- [Toipasle <ol vény TOAEp oY, 4 |10 mayudopio méhepo.
sia i haonfc 0y Bamprypuzsiaeny uylasaz: ‘H aofretias] dymumpoomnsia ixifiake  mpbraay i droviotd; o eipfvic Epmviovtar daed Ade e
oty mokste <oy Butixdy Suvdpewy, mob elvar mo- § v mepikuglel oty fuepioia Bidseby < irnpa o cuvepbpon Ndlev, b 4 cipdyn B Biagy.
Mmiaq tnilleans wal hambogns viey nohépou, ;:i  "Ahavusb sdpowve  xal tie ST | hoyrel yal by aralegoranbet, by of haoi maguuy
85 ot My, Gr Bffey EmBuououy | Jdoewe @y BIA, bradt dupiBoig 6 *Ariavnb oY imifesr o Bapdhabng =i elpfe atd -
Y walusdpenay iy aptasiy pé v Bodiecens ‘B- | odppuv slua 4 wdpia aicla oig TETEREVTC xpTh Pa g xal viy mepippauptisnuy G < téheg.
waan wnd 3lg dhdes slpmybpedeg Buvdipess, ovty roay- | araang aviy Bipown, *Axptdos niwe o%ii fhan <of Of Buarprypassiiosig o5 Mapiaiad SBwaay arby i3
pamabTte varaBiilony bheg 005 tis mpnomaferes | "Ataveiknn VPG FpETpaTonOteiTa Emavz. wbapo pud xaipya debbety < avverols xal g-
Tk i yewporepebonoy aieds wic apdons. ampazixonolnan i Avsuedis Teppavias, 4 #aTEv- aluovne maieede v 1k 5hy eigivn, mob doup-
H ooy iy Busieay Suvipewy oty mpo- [ ey 103 eppaviued plitapiopod, : BaSe 4 EoBiecued #ofépynan, ozmoulpeyy STy be
asagyeinh Sidoredy ord TMaplar b <oy mo eh- Oi Kug!pvﬁuus oy Buteedy Buvipcay grrdy. popo broatipity Bhixdmpos b aofetikei haoh,
Thotte  spiza 15 cmfedaivae  adzd, F aofie- [vouy ouppwyise pé T peflavstaniag wikpimay i [ Bofrenieh Bvwoy, 04 aveyiset xaloth példey v
et dveTgoawnsia irafiake 14 auldiznan ovd; dud- | Mrby [ Wi mpoohne et 4 Auzted Pepnaviz ozb- émr- Tprpatomel deldvice oy TOhL TN Gmetponic el
T By DmoupyEy <@y Hwtepindiv g mpaypan- | Besid ' Ackaveizd suyupbrnpa, Kot wéw it b worbpon el Beaghhatng i clpivre. Adei 4 mohc-
A aofand wni dkinate mpoBlfsata & iy do- | yeyovis pidde dprerd iphoter 1 <0 wbon sl =t dvmamensivetar ood Cuming Supgdpovsa. Gyt pbe
agdhon ig sipivng asdy Eipory  xal oy sy gentines of BaBeBaidas v Aumwdy Buvdiprewy, ¥ By Aady i Lofieeing; Evwsns, pd xal Ghuy
wepeuon tiic Bredvods HOTGOTIING. Tauzéypova, 61 Bibey <6 *Aciayrixd Sbppove bmibibeer dpny- 0V elpnvbpiuy Aoy, E -
ol tpely Busiude Buviperg omifalay  tézares wg0- | Teeedey axemobe,
wigeis, wob Beupvav by ol #0fspvhioete <oy Bumi- Tid 8o =ty wdopo ebia Euﬁ:ﬂagmén % 'A;law-
wwy Bovipeey 3y slvar xafddoy Sravelepdves v |muud abupws elvar foyave i ém eTiafic  mokite- 3
uu:'r"t'iidml;i wh éntenos Uneiare, mob E;:uuv o] B R SGmlﬂlpw.':ﬂtm‘l Hixdoy tdy  BIIA ai  «f; S ITHN AKAAHMIA =
6 dpean ayéen ué shv Syaon mob huipye. avin | Ayhlac. "Aunfiis wdwo avi By wind cop Ar TON EMEITHMON THE EIEA
Eipory wal pt iy #ahUtépauan iy aydacwy dvd- | hoveixod SUpeHYe, b 6} dpravortic tay wpaomsiony ; S e 2 -
pod avic résaepeg Auvapers. OF Butixds  Buvapare] vk b steytelvouy Bho wab mib w0kl ayzbiatovang : ;'Nc 21 i Tosvy ond lifnaxm ',E).a'.tms_ =ic
& tic Dmovpriuds toug gpdazte atiy TPRMATHY T+ | Ty Tphohdn o adth =i Tovpxlag ;vhs ‘Ekdddae wal EpTaies Tng i au-’cﬁu;‘ w‘J»Tpma'rn:‘:owmvnwv £
) Bdovely npoandlnaay né wdle  tpbme vy Ge- | g "Toravias, mpayp T Eva - mpwtdxougro MUY T Amﬁ‘mwxl; 2@y éﬂﬂh]p.c'uvtﬂq EEE’A,
TEETONY Y now T, Kyl <By onhiondy, Bho xal mé mohg &Eoyrd- (mob E?LE.EWS‘WE 9%y émﬂsl?“'ﬁ({'ﬁ}lw‘ﬂﬂi( T‘ﬁ"f?'
H rprfpasied Bdaq <dv Busedn duvdpeny [yovear ol makeprvsl rohopuapet, Inptoupyodve | aguiy oo I, B, Lot b Uyeippaca phossohorias,
Seavendacnue pi fhy oty &qro:pum.:qnxé:qm’a 5| 1aL egedpsieg aspatyialy mpbiow bAdy, peqahdvst Ty elofiyan nd =4 cnpasie. By Epraoiy
a0 sulinan wétoy auTHERG ey asfiaplisaray | & datlpds cdv Svdmhioy Sovipswy iy F0py mob avp | 05 [, B, Eedhty iow dmé =1 huscodoyia iy Exave
Eripdrey, rwos slva o Lrmipa mud vy ATGITHAT - petdyony o' adzh of abpgpovs, Byucoupyoivian Sho xai & dwodquainds I @, Tiobymey, O Saeés pikneay
#OTUiYaT 17 Depuaving, 148 =Y Ehdtnwan Ty dbo- #TNVIIRTIEG atpatiwied; Bhosts xai aeta apibyg. e iy GvagtapiTran che Thwssokoyixig Bovherds,
mhiap®y %l Biaitepa 11d t6 *Arkaviod abppuys B abrovbrro, 6n ywple iy kitaon 08 (- | roh & o Ematypoviag xal dvdmepn Exmardenting
#al Tig ""PE?IW\";E{ arpattwtead; fhosig, e whpato; i 6 'A“)gﬁxﬂﬂ"‘;l‘;"’"ﬂ xal tis onpa- iBpbpata ath o6 Ty bpyaaiby w08 auveobpay Dedicy,
O Bumezds UvinErs e Empovh, mob e | nwrinde fdoeig tay Lovepn by bmonp- T 3 T
xakiTepys oy, magﬁn Bheg n’w‘;; Tpoond. 1By 1@y atepiaby 3¢ 84 propobios v&suwa?-&m 5 :’ 3 ;7”\0 dauasapt o w:npsﬁs;uzngﬂ:;; st
Bess md i dpmodloosy vd rasayupiel  ovfy|aciy xalutépsuon oy $xsoswy dvdpsay owic réags- [S0veda bvirpuyay xoigeniovion it pardha xos
hpspten ddsely od Chonua T T dmostoartins | peg Sovdseic, ‘H dpwnen sty Susdpsey ¥4 oupaTe s knothpne abviops Nedhey, .

bl 7 elpfng o
4 Prodevy <d oopre-

Source:t m z¥h o [28.06.1951.

2 I



Despite its utilitarian design, Towards Victoryincorporated visual
elements that were consistently politically functional. Among the most
frequent were portraits of Stalin and other officially approved communist
figures While notably absentfrom the issues examinedvere images of the
leadership of the Communist Party of Greegesuch as portraits of
Zachariadis (see Figure 3.) The publication's visual hierarchy enacted a
clear political message about legitimate authority The prominence of
30AI ET 6 OAEITAICOAA OEA DAOOAOGEOA ET £ OAl
personality during this period and underscored the ideological and
political dominance of the Soviet Union within the communist exile
community.lihis visual hierarchy was not incidental; it revealed that the
political legitimacy of the Greek leadership in exile was closely tied to its
alignment with Soviet authority. This pattern mirrors the broader function
of the Soviet press, which played a central role in constructing and staging
SOAITET 860 AOI 08 ' 0 *AEAOAU "OITTEO EAO AOC
press and other media to put himself in the center of a new symbolicOA A Oh 6
with newspapers transformed into tools of political performance and ritual
affirmation.1% 4 EA DPOIT I ET AT AA 1T &£ 30A1TEIT 60 EI ACA
served not merely to reflect loyalty but to enact it, integrating Greek
political refugees into a transnational socialist framework where Moscow

remained the unquestioned ideological core.
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Following the dominant visual presence of Stalin, other human
figures alOT AAAOOOAA ET OEA athobgh @dGs EAT T 1T C
individuals, but as embodiments of the socialist idedlParticularly
prominent was the figure of themodel worker, especially the Stakhanovite
a type popularized after 1935 whenit was reported that Donbas miner
Alexei Stakhanov dramatically exceeded his production quota in a staged
propaganda event that evolved into a broader campaign celebrating
overachievement and loyalty to Stalif?’/lLlFemale Stakhanovites also
appeared with notable frequency portrayed as equal participans in
production and the building of the socialist future, embodying both the
ideals of productive labor and gender equality promoted by socialist
ideology (see figure 4.) These images reinforced the ideals of collective
1 AAT O AT A EAATTTCEAAIT AAOI OETI18 4EA OU
DAl PpIl A6 EEGCEI ECEOAA OEA O1T AEAI Al i DI OE
emphasized the role of the citizer» male or female? as a bearer of

communist ideology.

Figure 4 Stakhanovite Workers Photographs irPros ti Niki

Lelida 37
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Source: L muzrsh o [ 86.07.1951. [Our Stakhanovites: Tsarea Foto.
Stakhanovite worker at the factory of the 2d district. Consistently exceeds
her quota by 200%LDelios Nikos. Stakhanovite at the factory of the 2nd
district. Consistently exceeds his quota by 200%.]
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Building on these representations of the model socialist citizen,
photographs of landscapes often depicted sites of socialist progress: Soviet
cityscapes, the Kremlin, newly constructed buildings like universities and
major infrastructure projects like dams, canals(see Figure 5). None of
these images were decorative rather they served targeted ideological
purposes: reinforcing the legitimacy of the Soviet model, providing visual
proof of industrial and social progress As in postwar Soviet media, such
grand projects were often framed as manifestations of Soviet
exceptionalism, symbolizing both the material "gift" of socialism and the

distinctive civilizational trajectory the USSR claimed to embodi£8

Figure 5. Moscow State University Under Construction

Source:t muzysh o [ 3.03.1951. [The new building of Moscow State

University, which is being constructed on Lenin Hills].

Alongside imagesof progress, satirical illustrations were also used
to criticize injustice and inequality of the Western BlocIn this context, two
drawings from the 6 July 1951 issue of owards Victoryserve as illustrative

examples: one depicts political repression and violence in pagtivil war
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Greece under the rightwing regime, while the other highlights the deep
social inequalities of American capitalism(GA RE C @@ A AT A s&BC OOA
These illustrations employ grotesque irony and visual exaggeration
to expose moral corruption and societal decay, drawing heavily from the
visual language of Soviet propaganda. As scholar Victoria Bonnell has
argued in her analysis of late Stalinist visuatulture, Manichaeanisme a
worldview structured around absolute moral opposites ? became a
defining feature of late Stalinist visual culturel®*lDuring the early Cold
War, this binary logic was used to frame global politics in strictly
oppositional terms. As Bonnell writes, "Amid the Arctic breezes of the Cold
War, Soviet visual propaganda bifurcated the world into two camps: the
United States on e one hand, and the Soviet Union and its Communist
satellites and allies on the othef'200 The visual strategy ofTowards Victory
fits within this dualistic framework, adapting it to the Greek context and
reinforcing the rhetoric of international ideological division between

capitalism and socialism.
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Beyondvisual rhetoric, the interpretive sphere found expressiorin
editorial columns, front-page articles, and theoretical pieces aimed at
reinforcing Party doctrine and shaping political identity. Many of these
texts were not internally produced but rather drawn from officially
approved external sources.
A dharacteristic example of interpretive content can be found in the
coverage othe CAT AOAT AOOAT AT U T £ OEAhelEAAOI OUG
at the factory club where the comrades of the 3rd district workpublished
on 11July1951.201 The article does not merely present the facts, but frames
the assembly as a model of ideological renewal and organizational
discipline, emphasizing mass cultural work and the process of Party 1e
registration. The language and structure of the text do naeflect a neutral
journalistic account, but rather a consciously constructed ideological
narrative aimed at both affirming and guiding the reader.
Furthermore, the content of the KKE press during this period
illustrates its dependence on Soviet sources and its function as a conduit
for Soviet ideological discourse, rather than as an independent journalistic
voice. This is evident in the direct republication of articles fromPravda,
such as the frontpage piece titled” i A mdzuvAajimuvy AvI L Z1VAL JY
Zuvz Av A (Theryadvanoey tulture of the country of socialisnd)?,
and” 314 AvL}l1z1 B L1 AUZMUAB ZULUz A@EAOtuvz [
a policy of preventing war and safeguarding peace¥s. These examples
underscore the extent to which the Greek Communist press operated
within the framework of Soviet ideological production, serving as a
OOAT Oi EOOGETT AAI O A O OEA 533280 1 AEEAE.
Alongside Soviet publications, another key source ofterpretive
content for Towards Victorywas Free Greeceaadio, the exile radio station
broadcasting from Bucharesg% The newspaper frequently drew onits

material primarily focused on reporting news from Greecevhich included
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updates on political repression, social unrest, and resistance activities,
republishing transcripts, summaries, or closely adapted reports from the
broadcasts.For instance, the article titled @ Oy [z[ RMEsZ]1 [B [ Mm
vOAAL AR K @(8The Nevf Bawernment Crisis That Broke Out in
Athens"), published on 6 July 1952%|Hnd most notably, the article @
ImoAs zZvz tuvdl m?203U AL A1{ueH] VAZ YR REIBRRYZ 112 H |
("The Crisis of MonarcheFascism Continuesz The People's Struggles
Intensify") 206, published on 11 July 1951, include an explicit reference to
Free Radio Greecas the source and offer a detailed overview of political
unrest and strikes in GreeceThese exampleshighlight the newspaper's
integration into the broader KKE communication apparatus in exile, where
content? even when focused on domestic Greek affarswas funneled
through officially sanctioned platforms like Free Radio Greedsefore being
OAPOI AGAAA ET DOET 08 4EEO DPOAAOEAA EOOOI
a transmitter of Party discourse rather than a site of independent editorial
production.
Ultimately, the interpretive sphere of Towards Victoryfunctioned as
a means of reproducing and reinforcing official ideological narratives,
carefully selected to support the political priorities of both the KKE and the
CPSU.

SO I ¢ AqR2IWE 0T Wf UnYIl GcqRYUC G WE
EUNcNUGUUqWwe U7 WO! ¢ @ T W?2 ¢ Ra! Wx Rn1J

While the interpretive sphere constituted the dominant editorial
logic of Towards Victory additional layers of meaning were produced
through elements associated with the interactive and informational
spheres. These components, though carefully regulated, played a
significant role in modeling behavior, simulating participation, and

reinforcing ideological norms within the exile community.
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The interactive sphere was primarily expressed through the
inclusion of reader correspondence, personal reports, and ritualized self
criticism. In Towards Victory this was exemplified by the sectiolX y | Y
rMC3Lz4a L1 1 ¢ ZQunGorfesporglédts Wiitg to Weaturing
short reports often filled with praise for Soviet life and model refugee
behavior? emphasizing hard work, discipline, and learnindllhe rhetoric
of thankfulness can be understood through the concept of thémoral
economy of the gift."As historian Jeffrey Brooks explains the Soviet state
positioned itself as the ultimate benefactor, distributing resources and
I DBDT OO0OT EOEAO 11060 AO A1 OEOI Al 10O

return, citizens 2 including foreign refugees ? were expected to

>
(@}
O
>

demonstrate loyalty, devotion, and symbolic indebtedness. Even if they
worked and contributed to society, their achievements were portrayed as
OAATT AAOU O1T xEAO Oi&shrde, giahithde @23 Achoklf OAAB8 06 )
a personal feeling but a performative obligation, reinforcing their
dependency on and moral obligation to the Soviet system.
Criticism and selfcriticism were very prominent, highlighting local
weaknesses or personal failings, typically framed as correctable through

sz ~ N s A

Party guidance This echoesx EA O & BAIGEIAEDO . i+ OAOtAe AAOAOEA
AOT AAAO 31 OEAO DPOAAGKEAROEREOITOOCAVBRUREOD
AAI PAECT O 1 AOGT AEAA O1 1T AEA OEA xI1 OEEIT C
the name of improving the collective208 As another scholar has noteh OO

report about oneself did not mean to speak of oneself in the manner of a

self and reassemble it anew as a Soviet subject in the context of the Party

collective 209 A representative example comes from a report on work in a

tsech (workshop), where a contributor admitted: Quy A vt RMUY ALt R 19 [
R{ROE z32Iml gGiNoIY} |Oavrzatarl Bo| (1Y Rod|] 1 .
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tamyfh [1 12zd J1 Zu URARMCAULZLR (R Z
AKzuzmj3du f11 0 MWeusedpidle here andthere, but now
we always have socialist competition. Our weakness is still the defective
products, but we will overcome this with the help of our Soviet comrades
and through competition.").210U$uch statements typify the structure of
performative self-criticism combined with praise for Soviet support and
collective improvement. While these elements appeared to foster
grassroots engagement, they weréghtly controlled and curated, serving
more as performative demonstrations of ideological alignmenthan as
forums for genuine dialogue. Their inclusion gave the impression of
pluralism while maintaining centralized control over discourse As studies
of the Soviet press have shown, the newspaper was not limited to the role
of a propaganda vehicle but functioned as a mediator between the Party
and society, defining the boundaries of @missible discourse and teaching
AEOEUAT 0 OI1 &0 sikiady, TowaldO\ERQ Bdived as a
framework for guiding the language of the Greek political refugee
community, shaping both the tone of seltriticism and the topics that were
to be highlighted.

Complementing the performative aspects of the interactive sphere,
the informational sphere ofTowards Victoryconsisted primarily of reports
on the daily realities of the exile community alongside politically framed
accounts of international developments. These texts were presented in a
straightforward, accessible style that gave the impression of neutral
reporting. However, this seemingly factual content consistently
highlighted the integration of Greek political refugees into Soviet life and
situated their experiences within a broader narrative of socialist progress
and ideological alignmentlllLike the early Sovet press that Brooks
AAOAOEAAOh OEA OAAEOCAA TAxOPADPAO ECIT T OA

everyday hardships of exile, instead presenting only moralizing or

— " ) i RO A VI o) >~ 0
——a s, OO T . 070 _

__ 0hux e W =T IOMZ HRRANLIO

215 3+ WNRt 6 YORI Y2AWmAI R2¢qlWc ¢ UT s1 RGRUNDWbIZb a WAL+ Y
et 6c¢cl REWILRIGTOCWAMDI YGGa URHCE qRY UiOR W 0t & IDIOBY B R& @ IOOUR Y U K
A | GIFALOREAX AWAE G NI ¢ 2 1) W~ EofRIGIoNE f WOM= = S WGGIO= P P

T

“ooy)  , darx 2 to_, Ho#Q RO Hau



exemplary stories that reinforced the ideal of productive, loyal socialist

citizens212

A clear example of tis sphere can be seen in the recurring section

Occadtaect oL 6t Gt Lireteceto jO. AxO EO

provided short local reports from various exile settlements. These

seemingly neutral updates described daily life in the workshops, schools,

and comnunal spaces, often highlighting work discipline, production

guotas, or community events.One revealing instance is a short report

describing the joint gatheringofl T A Al %@ /6.4 1j601i At J v RI T 1),

imrcudhks hoduqh OEA UIT OOE xEIT C 1T &£ OEA

organization of a factory in the 8 District to celebrate theDefender of the

&AOEAOI AT A $AU j - ", oiFebruaty 23d"208The’ ~  ~ * ' ~°

piece emphasized the number of participants from both groups,

underlining their shared enthusiasm, ideological unity, and the forging of

common bonds within the refugee youth community3 OAE OOAA AAIl AT A

holidays, according to Malte Rolf, were not simply official commemorations

but were designed tddlisseminate socialist norms and symbolg!4 L this

sense, the refugee press coverage did not merely report a local celebration

but turned it into a visible demonstration of ideological commitment and

collective loyalty, presenting the everyday life of refugee youth as part of

the broader Soviet so@list project.lAs Sergei Kruk points out, this was

DOAAEOGAI U Eix OOEA #1111 01 BO& vibdAOOU OO/

presentations of the public body, incarnating the putative general interest

OT EAAA AU OEA AOOET OEOQEA® AT A OADPOI AOGAA.
Alongside reports of local activities, the refugee press regularly

included international news items that framed global developments

through an ideological lens. Much of this international coverage was
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sourced fromTAS®I OEA 533280 1 AAEFHEAD25200A0A 1T A
Headlines aboutlabor unrest, government crises, and antiar campaigns
across Europe and Asia portrayed capitalism as unstable and morally
AAT EOODPOh xEEI A AI PEAOEUET ¢ OEA 53326860
progress. Even mundane updates such as peasant hardships in Greece,
the Korean War, or elections in France were used to teach readers how
to interpret world events as evidence of imperialist aggression and the
inevitable triumph of socialism. For example, headlines such a® 4 E A
military preparations of themonarchZEAOAEOOO Al A27QBEEKA! | AOE
AOOT AEGEAO 1T £ ORrAandd' MIERAGATO GEAOBHE MO ARG " A
illustrate how the newspaper framed international developments through
a lens of imperialist aggression and popular resistance. Similarly, the
headlineO4 EA D OA b A OrAcbdchfasBistsi fofEthedeaitakk against
I 1 A A RErkidforced a constant narrative of external threats that
legitimized socialist vigilance and solidarity within the refugee community.
In this way, the informational sphere of the refugee newspaper did not
simply transmit facts but actively constructed a shared worldview: exile
was not a condition of isolation but part of a broader struggle aligned with
Soviet leadership and the global pgce movement. These short, repetitive
stories functioned as daily OAT ET AAOO OEAO OEA OA&EOC/
intertwined with a righteous international cause, reinforcing a sense of
belonging within the imagined socialist community.
In Towards Victory these distinct editorial strategies ideological
instruction through editorials, curated reports on everyday life, and
modeled participation through letters? functioned not in isolation but as a
unified system of ideological formation. As Jeffrey Brooks gbrves in his
OO00AU T &£ AAOI U 31 OGEAO EIT OOT ATl EOIi h O4EA
NOAOGOET T h O7EIT EO @&accqgding o ideofogydrilani AT AAOe
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editorial, in terms of an event in a wire service reportand based on

AEAOAAOAO OOAEOO OOAE AO Oil AOEAOU Al

correspondences2@

ZHOW7 Was BIUWIYUqRUz2Rq! WEBOAIAG & C G RF

With the launch of h © u3'ym j {(New Path in 1956, the Greek
language exile press entered a new phase marked by letgym settlement
and ideological recalibration. Published until 198322 New Pathinherited
the core functions ofTowards Victorybut adapted them to a less militant,
more normalized vision of socialist life. Its emergence followed the death
of Stalin and aligned with the broader trends of D&talinization, its
structure remained consistent with the ideological aims of the KKE and its
continued allegiance to Soviet orthodoxyAs a publication under the direct
control of the Communist Party of Greece and shaped by the line of the
Communist Party of the Soviet UnioyNew Pathclosely followed the shifts
in official party discourse, adapting its tone and content accordingly.

The changing political and cultural conditions of the 1960s left a
OEOEAI A EIPOET O 11 OEA 1 Axédnddndda®6 O AOI I
OEA O%wah marked by a partial loosening of rigid ideological
constraints and the emergence of themes such asiserity, self-reflection,
and individual expression, particularly within the Soviet press. During the
Khrushchev years, Soviet journalism, even within the confines of Cold War
socialism, began to adopt a more personal, experiential, and less dogmatic
mode of expression?23

Although New Pathremained firmly rooted in its party identity and
continued to function as an organ of political guidance, it gradually began
to reflect this shifting spirit of the times. The 1960s stand as a point of

reference for a renewed sense of idealism within the xle press? a
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moment when ideological continuity coexisted with subtle but significant
recalibrations toward a more humanistic and experientially grounded

socialist outlook.

= IOQfONHE G RAI ¢ qRUND W6 WF Ul GI DqR?

The interpretive sphere of New Path reveals both strong
continuities and important shifts compared to its predecessor;Towards
Victory. Examining issues from the early 1960s shows that when the
newspaper restarted in 1956, it continued the same publishing rhythm of
three issues per week, maintaining a regular presence in the everyday lives
of the political refugees. The masthead still re the iconic slogan
00011 AOAOGEAT O T &£ A1 Al 01 OOEAOh O1 EOGAAS
broader international communist movement and signaling ongoing loyalty
to Marxist-Leninist ideals. However, alongside this continuity, key changes
reflected the new political climate: the title itself shifted from the militant
Towards Victoryto the more openendedNew Patth AAET ET C OEA + + %0
30AI ET EOO eJoXe]| O x AOA EAAT 1T CEAAI O
AT A @E &8 ANbtdbk,8the explicit warning forbidding circulation
outside the refugee districts, which had underscored the insular and
controlled nature of Towards Victory disappeared from the new masthead
? suggesting a more normalized and outwardooking approach as the
refugee community settled more permanently in the Soviet Union.

In the pages oNew Path the bilingual formatylersisted, featuring a

dedicated Slavee AAAAT T EAT OAAQOEI 1T OEAO OAZEI AAO!
emphasis on national equality within the exile community. This
AT T T EOIATO xAO Al 01 AOGEAAT O ET OEA 1T AxG

commemoration of the Illinden uprising of 1903 a revolt against Ottoman
rule in the region of Macedonighatlhkld particular symbolic weight for the

Slavomacedonian identity225 Its presence in the exile press functioned not
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only as an act of cultural remembrance but also as a political affirmation of
ethnic recognition and equality within the framework of socialist
internationalism.
2OOOEOI O OAI AETAA DPOITETATO OET xET G
integration into Soviet workplaces and local life. Imperative constructions
and collective exhortations persisted headlines such ag¥Forward for the
over-fulfilment of the second year of the SeveiYear Plar?26 urged readers
to exceed the targets of the SeveMear PlanB EET A DPOAEOET ¢ OEA
contribution to socialist construction, it also identified weaknessegl
explicitly criticiz ing practices such as undeclared side work described
with the russismQ vz1 Rl OYo[uy TNBGOAxET C 11 ,ATEI]
authority, it framed productive labor as the most important andhonorable
duty, to be carried out with discipline, unity, and a fighting spiritAs Wolfe
notes, @hose who sought to reform Soviet society consciously returned to
, ATET 60 DOAOGAOEDPOEIT 1 &£ Alout, AAthef OEOORh E
were also ready to claim the present as the arena where the power and
truth of socialism could be found?227 In this sense, the use of Lenin iNew
Path was not simply a ritual invocation of the past, but part of a
Khrushchewera strategy to mobilize the press for presentlay corrective
critique, linking everyday productivity to the ongoing cultural project of
socialism.
Front-page articles continued to feature theoretical texts, party
speeches, and reports from both Soviet and Greek communiskéowever,
in addition to these familiar voices, the newspaper began to include official
statements of EDA (United Democratic Left), the legal political expression
of the Greek Left within Greece?28 as well as articles from its official
newspaperAvgi(a z ), ahich stood as the principal voice of the legal Left

in Greece and also served as the main source fidne Voice of Truthd 5 5 & B
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Z s &1 B[ g thg renamed radio station of the KKE in exik&® This
inclusion reflected a subtle broadening of the ideological field, signaling an
attempt to construct a more flexible image of the Greek communist
movement? less tied to militarized exile and more attuned to legality,
dialogue, and internal diversity. Byincorporating statements such as the
ITA A£OT T %$! 60 DPDOAOEAAT O )I EAO O0AOAI EAE
O1 AAO OEA QLRAADT T @& MhiRADEET AT AA OEA + +¢
effort to align itself rhetorically with the legal Greek Left and its causes,
framing both as participants in a broader antimperialist struggle. This
editorial gesture allowed the newspaper to symbolically reconnect the
exile community with the political life of the homeland, while still
maintaining control over the terms of that connection.
Another notable shift under Khrushchev was the emergence on the
front page of pieces centered on the refugees themselvyegho continued
to be portrayed as exemplary contributors to socialist lifeThis marked a
notable departure from previous editorial practices, where such content,
though not entirely absent, was typically relegated to the inner pages of the
newspaper. The decision to bring these narratives to the forefront reflects
the broader cutural shift of the Thaw in journalism, emphasizing
individual experience, personal agency, and emotional resonance within
the framework of collective socialist identity. This shift mirrors what
Thomas Wolfe observed in Soviet journalism of the Khrushchev eraa
more OE O1-AAT O Aapphodoh.23! This is particularly evident in the
title of the seriesO0 AT D1 A 1-98A AOE As Wdkie(ibfe iemphasis on
OPAI p1 Ao OECT A1 AA A OEEAZAO OiI xAOA PiI OOOA
of socialist achievement.
This humancentered approach was particularly evident in the

z 2 oA oz s

postwar period was marked by a strict rejection of repatriation?
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especially during the 1950s, when returning to Greece was framed as
political betrayal by the KKE this stance began to soften during the 1960s,
as reflected inNew Path In the earlier period, political refugees, both
Greeks and Slavomacedonians, were not viewed as nationals in exile but as
EAAI 17 CEAAl OOAEAAOO AAIITCEIC O OEA E
Ol AEAT EOGIi 86 . AOGET T Al AOOAddmY ldvhlipto x AO A@b
the Party, and any desire to return to Greece was often treated as
ideological deviation. Repatriation, within this logic, was only acceptable
under revolutionary conditions, not to a bourgeois or monarchist
Greece?33 However, in the 1960s, we begin to see articles in the exile press
that address repatriation openly, indicating a gradual recalibration of the
++%060 DI OEOEIT AT A A 11T OA POA@gMOEA OAA
realities.l®6$! 6 O AOAAEOEOI OCE ET pwuoywh AAATITET
created a new political reality in Greecé34 In this context, repatriation
could be reframed not as political surrender but as a potential contribution
to the broader struggle waged by the legal left within Greeddl

This rhetorical shift was closely connectedas we have seerto the
changes in KKE leadership after 1956, when the internal conflicts of the
exile community forced the Party to recalibrate both its authority and its
discourse. )i AT AAEOQCOOEAAOINED]T Adna mOADET A&
{1180y m |FOROEAXEGd ¢ OEA UAAO OEAO EAA
Al PEAOEUAA PAOOU OTEOU AT A AEOAEDPI ET A x
AT A OAOOT OO0 T £ OEA PAOOBG 4EA AAEOI OEAI
TTHAOOU OAZEOCAAOG AO AOGEAAT AKABERBRDDC OEA
COAOOOI T OO0 OOPPTI OO AT A OEAO T EZA ET OEA
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AAT AOOAET ¢ Oi 0OO0O0OCCI A ET 1 OAAO OI AgA
EA 31 O0EAO 5TEIT £ O OEAI AEEAAEAGEOET E&E
T AROAAOGAT T PAA ' OAAAA8 4EAO EO xEUh AO

i AAOOOA 1T £ OCOEAESCBIEEGCGOQAEDNORADEDAEAERAAA + 1
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7EEIT A OEA DOAOGETI OO AOOEAKRA AT EMAAROC
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AEOAEDPI ET Ah AT A OEA bDil EOEAAI AOOU 1
ATTTAITTOAGETT T &£ % -860 & O1 AET C 1T £AEAOAL
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OAAOENEAAOh OEA DOAOO OOAT Ol OF AA AT T
OAOT OOAA OEAO 1 ACEOEI EUAA OEA 0AOOU AT A
EEOOI OEAAI HOODPIT OAS

AOOEATI AOGh OEA E1T OAOPOAOGEOA OPEAOA 1T &£ . A
OEOOAT DPOROBD OAOEOES OAPOAEAOETT 1 £ 30A
+EOOOEAEAOGBO 1 x1 HITAOABMAGDHOOBAEXEOEA
DOAIOG®84ET I AO 711 £ 11 OAOh OEA OAOU 1 Oi AA
A PTETO T £ AOEOEAEIOI OGEQN T O BAAI T 3AIGAR 00
EO AO AGEAATAA T &£ A TAx OPAOOIT A EOU ADI
OEAT POAEEDGS OAT AAT AUAXE 08 AFIOABAA A+ EOOOEAE

APPAAOCAA 11 OEA mOITO PACA 11 OAOGAOAI 1
OEOEOO OiF )T AEA AT A HY»TAITAOEA ET AAOI U
AAAOAOGOEI ¢ OEA 5. ' Al AQARECOGADABWU EI
Ei ACAOR xEEAE EECEI ECEOAA EEI EIT AEDI ]
OPAAAEAOR AT 1 OGAUAA A 11 O0OA AAOOAT AT A |
i AOEAA A1 1 OOAOO O 30ATEITBS80 11101 AT OAT |
9AO AiT1COEAA OEEO 1 Ax DPiiEOEAAI MNEC

AOGAT COAAOCAsmADPEi 6Bl DEAAAT DPOAOAT AA xAO
ET Ax OAODET C pwomnh Al ETAEAETI C xEOE OEA
I OAOEA®AICA AEIIGI COAPEO AT A EI 1 OOOOAOQE
i 01 OEPI A COEOAOg OEA Ui OOEAEOI ,ATET 1A
AAAOAOOGET ¢ AOI xAO &£OT |1 OABA A+ OAIOI EEOCAARDI
OEA ET OAOT AGET 1T Al EOCO} ADAOB#HRHOBGLOAOT #|
pri i ET AT AA 1T £ , ANN&M Ratdechpdd WiaOsaHpl@rOhave |
AAOCGAOEAAA A0 OEAREADLEOOADEMDM B Ookid & O1 6

not as rigid doctrine but as a source of inspiration, creativity, and mass
DAOOEAEPAOGEIT T8 )1 ATl Ihéaghkdt®df p&sonadyDAl ET EOI
Lenin was cast as both the symbol of revolutionary continuity and the

figure capable of i AET EUET ¢ AT OEOOEAOI 2moO O1 AEAI

the Greek exile press, this shift from Stalinist to Leninist imagery aligned
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the refugee community with this new mode of legitimacy, one that
emphasized collective progress and moral renewal under a purified

Leninist ideal.
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