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ABSTRACT

한ý

9s evolution, 



î문초ý

문ÖÉ 정체성과 한ý의 진Ö

전통을 É키¼는 노½과 현대É 감­에 맞추¼는 변Ö 사이의 긴장

줄½아 인úü이니

이탈½아 베µ치아 카포스카½ 대Þ교

한ý은 한î 문Ö의 ø창성을 대표Ý는 ¬장 중요한 상징 중 Ý나ü í겨É며

Þ대의 흐름 Î에Ý 기능É 개념É 미ÞÉ으ü 변Ö해 왔다 이 옷은 한î의

ýè한 î사와 그 Î에Ý÷ ÉÎ되õ 온 î민의 ×½심과 정체성을 고스란히

반ÇÝ고 있다 본 논문의 첫 장에Ý는 조선 Þ대½터 현대의 세계Ö Þ대에 이

르기까É의 î사É·사회É 맥Ā을 중심으ü 한ý의 변천사를 고찰Ý며 õ떻게

한ý이 î¬ 정체성을 상징Ý는 문Ö유산으ü ×½ è게 되었는É를 살펴본다

세계Ö의 Ç향으ü 외래 문Ö¬ 유È되면Ý 대한민î은 ×î의 전통 문

Ö를 ü존Ý고 강ÖÝ기 위한 Èü운 방법을 모É해 왔다 한류의 전 세계É인

성공을 계기ü 정½는 전통문Ö 상품의 글ü벌 상ÅÖ를 추진ÝÆ고 그 중심

에는 한ý 또한 포ý되õ 있었다 이러한 배경 Î에Ý 한ý은 전통É인 형태뿐

만 아니ÿ 현대É인 스타일ü÷ 대중에게 Í개되며 일상ý으üÝ의 î할을 되

살½고× Ý는 Èü운 변Ö를 맞이Ý게 되었다

그러나 세계Ö는 기회인 동Þ에 ÷전이 되기÷ 한다 통전문Ö의 ü존과

세계É ×산이ÿ는 긍정É인측면과 ý께 대량 생산 문Ö의 희Þ 상ÅÉ 이용

문ÖÉ 전유 등의 ½정É 논의÷ 제기되고 있습니다 이러한현상은 한ý이 É

닌 î사성과 상징성을 약ÖÞ킬 수 있는 ç재É 위협으ü Ø용할 수 있다 본 논

문은 이러한문제들이 한ý에 대한 인ß 이미É 및 사용 방ß에 õ떠한 Ç향을



미칠 수 있는É를 분ÞÝ며 문Ö 요Í¬ 세계Þ장에Ý 살아남기 위해 겪는 변

Ö는 불¬피한 현상Ç을 인É한다

끝으ü 문Ö의 ÉÎ ¬능Ý고 건강한 ×산을 위Ýí 전통을 ü존Ý면Ý

÷ 혁신을 수용할 수 있는 한ý 상ÅÖ 전략을 제안Ý고× 한다 본 연í는 향후

한ý의 올바른 상ÅÖ 방향을 모ÉÝ는 데에 기íÝ고× 한다



INTRODUCION

<Considered as one of the most important cultural staples, hanbok defines the 

the necessities and events occurred in modern times.=

Having grown up surrounded by wedding dresses from my family9s business, I9ve 

together in a way that reflects Korea9s strong cultural identity 4

ideological shifts encompassing the country9s chronicles. Considering 

9s main characteristics, followed by an overview of the chronological 



significance and deep bound with traditional Korea9s ideologies first and nationalism 

4 4

4

4



4



LITERATURE REVIEW

9s development incorporat

South Korea9s

the country9s 

don9t always focus specifically on how such developments have shaped public9s

4

4



9s evolution following its entry into 

attention is given to official publications issued by South Korea9s cultural ministries and 

4

4



4

illustrating how this trend is contributing to the garment9s continued evolution in a 

to the garment9s commercialization 4

9s use in rental services and tourism



4

4

4

9s growing visibility and practicality in everyday contexts4

4

4

4 9s immense 

4



4

4

9s role as a symbol of 

< =

9s 



METHODOLOGY 

ased on the idea that reality is socially constructed and shaped by individual9s 

9s 

considering this research9s aim primarily to understand rather than critique, interpretivism 

is being reimagined in today9s 

9s 

9s evolving role in contemporary society.

Given the study9s exploratory and interpretive nature, along with its inductive 



9s role in contemporary Korean identity. Supporting a deep examination of both 

9s evolution, that 

account individual9s experience, interpretation and perception of the 

In line with the study9s interpretivist philosophy and inductive approach, a range 

of relevant academic literature to establish the garment9s historical and cultural 

foundations; these sources trace the garment9s origins, symbolic role in Korean society 

4 4



9s commercialization, 

4

4

e the attire9

9s revival and related controversies, while policy 



with the study9s inductive approach, the analysis highlighted both celebratory narratives 

ot undermine the study9s value; instead, they 

9s commercialization 

han'gŭl



CHAPTER I: Hanbok as a Symbol of National 
Identity 

1.1 Defining Hanbok: Features and Characteristics

한ý

Korea9s history, cultural identity, and Confucian values, it stands as a symbol and 

Nation9s heritage and pride, embodying social customs, artistic 

its distinctive structure, features, and characteristics serve as a testament to Korea9s 

are not directly tied to the wearer9s physique, 

<Exploring the Cultural Significance of the Korean Hanbok.=

Korean Culture and Information Service (KOCIS). < = 

https://thekoreaninme.com/blogs/hanbok-wear-and-care/exploring-the-cultural-significance-of-the-korean-hanbok/
https://thekoreaninme.com/blogs/hanbok-wear-and-care/exploring-the-cultural-significance-of-the-korean-hanbok/
https://www.korea.net/NewsFocus/Culture/view?articleId=117325#:~:text=Although%20it%20may%20appear%20at,without%20compromising%20its%20original%20colors
https://www.korea.net/NewsFocus/Culture/view?articleId=117325#:~:text=Although%20it%20may%20appear%20at,without%20compromising%20its%20original%20colors


women9s yŏsŏng hanbok í성 한ý

치마 chŏgori È고½

노½개 chŏgori

korŭm 고름 on the wearer9s 

tongjŏng 동정); in its women9s version, 

ch9ima

in the Confucian society: the garment9s structur

<The Development of Korea9s Traditional Clothing Culture 
Korean Dress over Time.=

<Hanbok, l9abito Tradizionale Coreano.=

<Korean Traditional Hanbok Clothes, Expressing 
Linear Beauty.=

<Korean Dress and Adornment.=

https://www.aks.ac.kr/cefia/webzine/2402/focus_eng.html
https://gogohanguk.com/it/blog/hanbok-abito-tradizionale-coreano/
https://www.mcst.go.kr/english/useful/issue.jsp?pTab=02
https://www.encyclopedia.com/fashion/encyclopedias-almanacs-transcripts-and-maps/korean-dress-and-adornment
https://www.encyclopedia.com/fashion/encyclopedias-almanacs-transcripts-and-maps/korean-dress-and-adornment


women9s quiet and obedient presence in domestic and family

Compared to its women counterpart, the design of men9s namsŏng 

남성 한ý

Consequently, men9s chŏgori

women9s chŏgori ribbon, men9s version features a

another defining feature of men9s 

바É

Koreans9 historically active lifestyle. 

두루마기

showcasing their elevated intellectual and social status, contrasting with commoners9 and 

laborers9 tendency to wear simpler, shorter versions of 

<The Design Theory of Contemporary 8Chinese9 Fashion.=

<Korean Dress and Adornment.=

https://www.academia.edu/102104183/The_Design_Theory_of_Contemporary_Chinese_Fashion


natural values that follows the <Theory of the Five Elements= ( æ방É

k9s



lso showcases Korea9s strong bound with spiritual beliefs and 

and beauty in unmarried women9s attire. Blue reflects calm, 

<Hanbok Embodies Age Old Philosophies.=

< . <Hanbok Color Symbolism: Decoding Traditional Meanings.=

https://simcorner.com/blogs/travel-guides/hanbok-color-symbolism-decoding-traditional-meanings
https://simcorner.com/blogs/travel-guides/hanbok-color-symbolism-decoding-traditional-meanings


9s natural components were 

used by the population to convey the wearer9s position in the society while commoners9 

the patterns9 

Tani9s Story. <Hanbok by Season.= 키키네기숙사

<Hanbok: Timeless Fashion Tradition=

https://kikidormitory.com/articles/647d8fdff82def1288472bf8


based on the couple9s 

the deceased9s soul 

Sŏllal Ch9usŏk

his enduring tradition reflects Korea9s deep 

<White Hanbok and Korean Funerals: The Silence, the Color, the Meaning.=

<Sŏllal, Il Capodanno Lunare Coreano: Storia e Tradizioni.= 
Sŏllal

https://koreancultureguide.tistory.com/5
https://koreami.org/seollal-capodanno-lunare-coreano-storia-tradizioni/


1.2 Historical Development of Hanbok

<The evolution of the Korean hanbok is a lens into the history of the country=

and exhaustive overview of Korea9s chronological development, analyzed through the 

also reinforces the idea of the garment as a national symbol of Korea9s unique 

3

in tombs from this period, encompassing the kingdoms of Koguryŏ, Paekche and Silla, 

Manchuria, Koguryŏ was known for its military force and its aims to territorial expansion. 

<One Garment9s Journey Through History.=

<Hanbok, Korean Traditional Dress: A Selected Annotated Bibliography.=

https://www.nytimes.com/2022/04/09/style/one-garments-journey-through-history.html
https://scholarsarchive.byu.edu/jeal/vol2006/iss138/5


posthumous times, these records tended to emphasize Koguryŏ, Paekche, and Silla as part 

Along with Korea9s political and cultural development, this period saw the 

9s foundational elements, that already reflected early Korea9s 

chŏgori ch9ima (skirt), originated from Korea9s 

<Three Kingdoms and Other States.=

<Hanbok, the Timeless Carrier of Korean Aesthetics.=

<Three Kingdoms Period.=

<Hanbok, the Timeless Carrier of Korean Aesthetics.=

https://www.korea.net/AboutKorea/History/Three-Kingdoms-and-Other-States
https://www.korea.net/AboutKorea/History/Three-Kingdoms-and-Other-States
http://www.koreanheritage.kr/feature/view.jsp?articleNo=210
https://www.britannica.com/topic/Three-Kingdoms-period


the Koguryŏ 

to Paekche9s strategic geographical location: the result of this blending with foreign 

<The Rich Heritage of Korean Traditional Costume.=

<Development of Goguryeo Tomb Murals.=

<Three Kingdoms Period.=

Koguryŏ

https://thekoreaninme.com/blogs/hanbok-wear-and-care/the-rich-heritage-of-korean-traditional-costume/
https://thekoreaninme.com/blogs/hanbok-wear-and-care/the-rich-heritage-of-korean-traditional-costume/
https://www.ijkaa.org/assets/pdf/136/jkaa-9-8.pdf
https://www.ijkaa.org/assets/pdf/136/jkaa-9-8.pdf
https://herohanbok.wordpress.com/history/three-kingdoms-period/


piece structure, Paekche9s version emphasized 

For the kingdoms of Koguryŏ and Paekche, 

Unified Silla9s

Koguryŏ and Paekche, rather than from foreign cultures. Before Buddhism became 

the king9s ambition to

<Traditional Textile Materials of Baekje Kingdom.=

<Hanbok: Timeless Fashion Tradition=

https://digitalcommons.unl.edu/tsaconf/135


defeated Koguryŏ and Paekche, finally 

Compared to Early Silla attire9s reflection of local traditions and a self

9s progression highlights a shift to a more artistic and 

<Unified Silla.=

<Hanbok: Timeless Fashion Tradition=

. <Cho Jihoon9s Korean Aesthetics: The Concept of 8Meot.9=

<Hanbok: Timeless Fashion Tradition=

https://herohanbok.wordpress.com/history/unified-silla/
https://www.ceeol.com/search/article-detail?id=1050638


Koryŏ Dynasty ( 3

dynasty9s ability to integrate diverse influences under a unified cultural expression, while 

Koryŏ

espite the significant amount of external influences, Koryŏ

features that helped promoting a distinct Koryŏ identity 

<The Development of Korea9s Traditional Clothing Culture 
Korean Dress over Time.=

<Koryo =

<The Development of Korea9s Traditional Clothing Culture 
Korean Dress over Time.=

<Hanbok: Timeless Fashion Tradition=

https://www.ebsco.com/research-starters/history/koryo-dynasty


the Three Kingdoms persisted in Koryŏ 

Koryŏ era saw the skirt becoming to be more associated with 

woman9s attire, while in the past both males and females were wearing it. Pants, however, 

s Koryŏ9s

ch'ŏllik 철¾

ch9ima

chŏgori9s silhouettes

Koryŏ 

immediate recognition of the wearer9s status. In contrast, co

Kočovská, Monika <How has the women's traditional Korean garment ''hanbok'' been modernized in 
design in recent years?=.

https://theses.cz/id/b3qspm/


Chosŏn dynasty ( 31897) rose to power over Koryŏ in 1392, as the 

gye, after leveraging Koryŏ's weakened state from internal 

a new dynasty, through a coup d9état. He relocated the capital to Hanyang (modern

called <Golden Age= of 

4 han'gŭl4

4 4

government, determining Korea9s progressive detachment from China and 

significant cultural, political, and societal changes that solidified Chosŏn's long

<Goryeo Kingdom.=

<Joseon Dynasty.=

Kočovská, Monika <How has the women's traditional Korean garment ''hanbok'' been modernized in 
terms of design in recent years?=.

https://herohanbok.wordpress.com/history/goryeo-kingdom/


physical covering, but also as a tool for sustaining the state religion9s ideals of social 

nation. Turning into a visual representation of one9s 

there are clear distinctions standing between early and late Chosŏn versions, as the 

Early Chosŏn 3

17th Century) reflected some influences from Ming China, with whom Chosŏn court of 

(kyŏngguktaejŏn 경î대전 經國大典

with one9s status

<Hanbok Class Distinctions: Royal vs. Commoner Attire in Korean History.=

<Hanbok, Korean Traditional Dress: A Selected Annotated Bibliography.=

<Gyeongguk Daejeon= (1485). Grand Code for State Administration, Chosŏn Dynasty, National 

https://seoulblend.com/k-blends/k-style/hanbok-class-distinctions


chŏgori

ch9ima

On the other hand, men9s attire 

were still employed in commoners9 

of late Chosŏn 3

Annals of the Chosŏn Dynasty 3

<Joseon Dynasty.=

<All about Korean Traditional Hats.=

https://herohanbok.wordpress.com/history/joseon-dynasty/
https://asiasociety.org/korea/all-about-korean-traditional-hats


in late Chosŏn, as the chŏgori

tongjŏng

ch9ima9s 

hŏrit'

men9s attire became more tailored and 

Tani9s Story. <Hanbok by Season.= 키키네기숙사

sook. <Hanbok, the Timeless Carrier of Korean Aesthetics.= KOREAN HERITAGE. 

. < =

.= A =



Chosŏn

elevated status by wearing costly materials, naturally dyed in vibrant colors, commoners9 

visual manifestation of Korea9s

an exaggeration to consider Chosŏn

<Joseon Dynasty.=

<Hanbok 3 Traditional Korean Dress.=

Excerpt from a Chosŏn royal decree

https://www.vam.ac.uk/articles/hanbok-traditional-korean-dress?srsltid=AfmBOood7rZt1dSe8HVV2-QcDOzs7O9PT5p36hHD9PFEygxcy5_dzuLj
https://www.vam.ac.uk/articles/hanbok-traditional-korean-dress?srsltid=AfmBOood7rZt1dSe8HVV2-QcDOzs7O9PT5p36hHD9PFEygxcy5_dzuLj


called <Hermit 

Kingdom= of Chosŏn strongly resisted 

had long called themselves: the <white people=

Shortly after, despite the newly established Korean Empire9s trial to rebuild a 

3

<Hanbok 3 Traditional Korean Dress.=



3

Japan9s push for modernization 

Western attire as <innovative= and <civilized=, these policies were strategically tailored 

for overtly discouraging the <outdated= traditional Korean dress, along with 

It is at this time that the term < =, simply meaning 

<Korean clothes= was introduced, to help differentiate Korean everyday dress from the 

sophisticated, these groups easily got along with Japan9s emphasis on modernization and 

<Hanbok 3 Traditional Korean Dress.=

<500 Years of Korean Fashion Ft. Dr. Minjee Kim.= 

<Fashioning Modernity: Changing Meanings of Clothing in Colonial 
Korea.= 3

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=SzPvbraB_G8
https://doi.org/http:/www.jstor.org/stable/43107104


extended its control over Korea9s industries, applying further subtle economic 

Korea9s heritage. Eventually, the escalation of cultural repression cumulated with the 

<Ordinance on Names and Clothing= (창씨개명령, Sōshi

<Colonial Development of Modern Industry in Korea, 1910 1939/40.=

The National Women9s History Exhibition Hall



reminder of the nation9s independence and enduring cultural identity

Korean culture, despite Japanese authorities9 efforts to diminish its presence with public 

of Korea9s liberation, 

reminder and emblem of the Nation9s cultural endurance and survival through decades of 

<Dress and Ideology during the Late 19th and Early 20th 
Korea, 1876~1945.= 3

<The White Clad People: The White Hanbok and Korean Nationalism.=

https://journals.sagepub.com/doi/full/10.1177/09213740221117811




CHAPTER II: Commercialization of Hanbok - 
Opportunities and Risks

2.1 Commercialization of hanbok: Process and Evolution

we can observe it9s been 

faceted process mirroring Korea9s transformation from a war

garment9s role in modern Korea from resistance to heritage preservation and reinvention, 

assets to capture the world9s attention and imagination, redefining its national identity. 

9s post liberation revival displays the garment9s 

3

emblem of Korea9s national identity, focusing on heritage preservation and global 

3

<Fashioning Modernity: Changing Meanings of 
Korea.= 3



preservation of Korea9s cultural heritage, as historical landmarks and artifacts were 

During the <First Republic= period, under President Syngman Rhee, Korea faced 

<Effects of the Korean War on Social Structures of the Republic of Korea.=

<The White Clad People: The White Hanbok and Korean Nationalism.=

<The History of Hanbok: A Journey through Korean Dynasty =

evolution#:~:text=Preservation%20Efforts:%20Safeguarding%20Hanbok9s%20Legacy,festivals%

<Korean Dress and Adornment.=

<The Development of Korea9s Traditional Clothing Culture 
Korean Dress over Time.=

https://ciaotest.cc.columbia.edu/journals/ijoks/v5i1/f_0013339_10835.pdf
https://seoulblend.com/k-blends/k-style/history-of-hanbok-evolution#:~:text=Preservation%20Efforts:%20Safeguarding%20Hanbok’s%20Legacy,festivals%2C%20keeping%20the%20tradition%20alive
https://seoulblend.com/k-blends/k-style/history-of-hanbok-evolution#:~:text=Preservation%20Efforts:%20Safeguarding%20Hanbok’s%20Legacy,festivals%2C%20keeping%20the%20tradition%20alive
https://seoulblend.com/k-blends/k-style/history-of-hanbok-evolution#:~:text=Preservation%20Efforts:%20Safeguarding%20Hanbok’s%20Legacy,festivals%2C%20keeping%20the%20tradition%20alive


3

<Miracle on the Han River=, which became a source of national pride that provided the 

as an active symbol of Korea9s enduring 

. Park9s government have also launched 

educate the public and tourists about Korea9s heritage. On the other hand, the 

<The Korean Economy 3 The Miracle on the Hangang River.=

<Korean Dress and Adornment.=

Codruţa, Sîntionea. <HERITAGE PRACTICES DURING THE PARK CHUNG HEE ERA.=

<Cultural Heritage Protection Act (Act No. 961 of January 10, 1962, as Amended up to Act 
No. 10000 of February 4, 2010), Republic of Korea.=

https://kccuk.org.uk/en/about-korea/economy/the-korean-economy-the-miracle-on-the-hangang-river/
https://kccuk.org.uk/en/about-korea/economy/the-korean-economy-the-miracle-on-the-hangang-river/
https://d3bxy9euw4e147.cloudfront.net/oscms-prodcms/media/documents/PrinciplesofManagement-OP.pdf
https://d3bxy9euw4e147.cloudfront.net/oscms-prodcms/media/documents/PrinciplesofManagement-OP.pdf
https://www.wipo.int/wipolex/en/legislation/details/12943


highly localized and remained relatively unknown to global audiences, as it hadn9t entered 

Codruţa, Sîntionea. <HERITAGE PRACTICES DURING THE PARK CHUNG HEE ERA.=

<Film Censorship and Political Legitimation in South Korea, 1987 1992.=

https://www.jstor.org/stable/1225545?seq=1


cultural milestone that marketed South Korea9s 

Korea9s efforts to balance its rich history and its aspirations for modernization, as a true 

of Korea9s heritage. 

The 1990s marked a turning point in Korea9s cultural development as the first 

<Seoul 1988: South Korea Opens up to the World.=

<The Seoul Olympics: A Study in Difference.= 

difference/#:~:text=During%20Seoul9s%20bid%20for%20the,display%20Korea9s%20true%20ima

https://www.olympics.com/ioc/news/seoul-1988-south-korea-opens-up-to-the-world
https://www.olympics.com/ioc/news/seoul-1988-south-korea-opens-up-to-the-world
https://infusion.fulbright.or.kr/the-seoul-olympics-a-study-in-difference/#:~:text=During%20Seoul’s%20bid%20for%20the,display%20Korea’s%20true%20image%5B13
https://infusion.fulbright.or.kr/the-seoul-olympics-a-study-in-difference/#:~:text=During%20Seoul’s%20bid%20for%20the,display%20Korea’s%20true%20image%5B13
https://infusion.fulbright.or.kr/the-seoul-olympics-a-study-in-difference/#:~:text=During%20Seoul’s%20bid%20for%20the,display%20Korea’s%20true%20image%5B13


cultural industries to flourish and establish Korea9s reputation as a

phased process, taking the name of <Korean Wave= or < =, caused a 

known as <K Dramas= lead the charge during 

introduced foreign audiences to Korea9s 

Nevertheless, while solidifying Korea9s 

Korea9s film industry emerged

<The Hallyu Origin Story.= 

<The Impact of Korean Dramas on the Global Fan Community.=

Drama <Jewel in the Palace= ( janggŭm

https://www.vam.ac.uk/articles/the-hallyu-origin-story#:~:text=Beginning%20in%20the%20late%201990s,social%20media%20and%20the%20birth
https://www.vam.ac.uk/articles/the-hallyu-origin-story#:~:text=Beginning%20in%20the%20late%201990s,social%20media%20and%20the%20birth
https://www.vam.ac.uk/articles/the-hallyu-origin-story#:~:text=Beginning%20in%20the%20late%201990s,social%20media%20and%20the%20birth
https://honoraryreporters.korea.net/board/detail.do?articlecate=1&board_no=25199&tpln=1


influences from Hollywood action films, showcasing the country9s creativity and 

emerging groups9 

Although the garment was still considered as a domestic artifact, the 1990s9 shift and the 

9s

이Ç희 <Clothing of the 

Wind=

<100 Years of Korean Cinema: Part Three The Korean New Wave.= Debaser

. <K Pop.=

<Clothing of the Wind.=

hee9s hanbok designs <Clothes of the 
Wind=. Photo by Kim Jung

https://debasermagazine.com/onscreen/korean-cinema-history-part-3
https://www.britannica.com/art/K-pop
https://www.britannica.com/art/K-pop
https://medium.com/seoulacious-magazine/clothing-of-the-wind-e49c41915222


<Past, Present and Future of Hallyu (Korean Wave).=

<Korean Canadians Use Hanbok to Connect with Motherland.= 

https://www.korea.net/NewsFocus/HonoraryReporters/view?articleId=235184


marked the expansion of  the nation9s tourism industry in the 1990s

Seoul9s traditional districts saw the emergence of

have been fostered by a strategic evolution in South Korea9s approach to nation branding 

, to a progressive incorporation of deeper connections to Korea9s historical and 

As <hwa= is equivalent to < ize= in English, denotative of <to cause 

to be= or <to become=

sector that aimed to turn Korea9s cultural products 

Jung Yun, So, Ju Yeun Jang, and Ha Hyung Lee. <
in the Era of Fashion Hanbok.=

3

<Hallyu vs Hwa.=

https://www.academia.edu/2440100/Hallyu_vs_Hallyu_hwa


point for Korea9s global visibility

<Hallyu is a godsend to realize the nation9s intense desire to break away from the 

a vehicle motored by the nation9s 

determination to sprint to the stage of wealth, autonomy, and pride.=

broadening Korea9s cultural impact

a symbol of Korea9s soft power worldwide; following the global demand, its 

when China9s 

country border, the movement9s patriotic discourse met its Korean counterpart, which 

<Fashioning Tradition in Contemporary Korean Fashion.=
3

<Hallyu vs. Hallyu Hwa.=

<Constructing Modern Ethnic Myth: A Cultural Analysis of the Hanfu Movement.=



to both claim that their own ethnic clothing was copied by the other country. As others9 

instilled by China9s controversial claims over 9s origin, the culture ministry started 

9s historical significance, while integrating it into modern fashion and tourism 

the nation9s heritage as a 

craftsmanship9s significance in embodying Korean identity and values, solidifying its 

status as <uniquely Korean=. Such initiative, encompassing not only the act of wearing 

government9s allocation of financial resources, research efforts and educational programs 

<Korea Designates 8Hanbok Day9 to Boost Cultural Attire Adoption.=

<Korean Museums, Intangible Heritage, and the Formation of National 
Identity.=

<Traditional Craftsmanship, between Bias and Recognition 

Korea.=

https://biz.chosun.com/en/en-society/2024/12/26/JJZRIUXAWZATJK3RLK6REW7W2Y/
https://biz.chosun.com/en/en-society/2024/12/26/JJZRIUXAWZATJK3RLK6REW7W2Y/
https://doi.org/https:/doi.org/10.25392/leicester.data.24261217.v1


again the policymaker9s will to make the garment more affordable for consumers, 

<Korean Cultural Diplomacy: Uniting Society Through Soft Power.=
Sains : Informatika Dan Sains 3

<Japan and South Korea9s Implication of Soft Power:
and Foreign Aid Diplomacy.=

<Hanbok Culture Week Kicks Off The Korea Times.=

https://doi.org/https:/ejournal.seaninstitute.or.id/index.php/InfoSains/article/view/4262
https://www.koreatimes.co.kr/lifestyle/trends/20210409/hanbok-culture-week-kicks-off


while its ability to embody <Koreanness= boosted their national pride

every month as the < = (한ý날

< = (한ý문Ö주간

kyung Kim. <
Korean Minjok Leadership Academy.= 3

<Seoul Designates Last Wednesday of Every Month as 8Wear Hanbok Day.9=

<Wearing Hanbok, a Cultural Icon.= 코리아나

<EVERYDAY AS 
WEEK.=

<Beautiful Hanbok, 
Ambassador of Korean Wave=

https://doi.org/10.1353/ks.0.0028
https://www.koreaherald.com/article/10031302?kakao_from=mainnews
https://www.koreana.or.kr/koreana/na/ntt/selectNttInfo.do?nttSn=115206&bbsId=1113
https://cargocollective.com/tyodi/HANBOK-CULTURE-WEEKHanbok-Advanced-Center
https://cargocollective.com/tyodi/HANBOK-CULTURE-WEEKHanbok-Advanced-Center


experts and videos illustrating the clothing9s making 

enhance Korea9s global image; this approach was exemplified by the so

< diplomacy=, where Korean political figures, ambassadors, and cultural 

launch the < =: after designating it as National 

<300 Venues Nationwide to Celebrate Hanbok Culture Week.=

<Hanbok Culture Week Kicks Off The Korea Times.=

<Year Round KCC Events to Further Promote Hallyu to World.=

https://www.korea.net/NewsFocus/Culture/view?articleId=259776
https://www.korea.net/NewsFocus/Culture/view?articleId=269564


9s culture recognition as a UNESCO Intangible Cultural Heritage of 

9s 

As Korea9s global influence continues to strengthen, 9s timeless beauty 

9s potential within the 

(KTO), extending to international visitors the vision of traditional garment as a <must

try= activity for travelers, that can wear the attire while exploring palaces, museums, and 

moment, the rise of < experience tours= has emphasized the costume9s 

<Wearing Hanbok, a Cultural Icon.= 코리아나

<Korea Steps up Push to List 8hanbok9 Culture as UNESCO Heritage.=

<Cover Story 3 Symbol of Korean Identity.=

https://www.arirang.com/news/view?id=282544&lang=en
https://www.korea.net/NewsFocus/Culture/view?articleId=256937


<cultural immersion packages= 

the garment9s history and the significance. Lastly, other than rental business, 

brands9 expansion into global markets by funding e

<Free Admission Guidelines for Hanbok Wearers.=

<HANOKS OF BUKCHON: A CASE OF DURABLE 
MONUMENTS.= 3

https://royal.cha.go.kr/ENG/contents/E701000000.do


modernizing it as part of Korea9s contemporary cultural identity. 

9s global resurgence 

with Korea9s traditional fashion, opening it up to the phenomena of commercialization

offering a window into Korea9s rich cult

tourists soughing to experience the <Korean royal look= displayed in the media, marking 

9s cultural representation and its 

<THE KULTURE WAVE.=

https://www.arirang.com/news/video/33855?lang=en


dramas9 storytelling, that kept their focus on the country9s rich history and traditional 

Korea9s 

of pride and <return to cultural roots=; particularly, along with the classic versions, new 

<Wearing Hanbok, a Cultural Icon.= 코리아나

<Transformations of Hanbok in the Age of Hallyu: Fashion, Cultural 
Hybridization, and the Construction of Vernacular Korean Nationalism.=



profile events, elevating the garment9s status as a 

pop fans, highlighting Korea9s ability to blend heritage with 

global markets, the garment9s encounter with globalization led to its transformation into 

with global fashion trends, reflecting Korea9s desire to assert its cultural identity while 

<Wearing Korea.=

<Development of a Cultural Design Framework for Fashion and Textiles: The Application 
of Korean Folk Painting, Minhwa.=

<Cover Story 3 Symbol of Korean Identity.=

<Wearing Hanbok, a Cultural Icon.= 코리아나

https://www.kocis.go.kr/eng/webzine/202503/sub02.html#:~:text=Hanbok%20has%20long%20been%20a,music%20videos%20and%20album%20covers
https://www.kocis.go.kr/eng/webzine/202503/sub02.html#:~:text=Hanbok%20has%20long%20been%20a,music%20videos%20and%20album%20covers


chŏgori

9s accessibility to local and international customers has been facilitated by the 

차이킴

and material9s properties

motifs into luxury fashion houses9 runway designs for fashion 

Kočovská, Monika <How has the women's traditional Korean garment ''hanbok'' been modernized in 
terms of design in recent years?=.

<Exploring Direct and Indirect Cultural Experiences: A Study of 
Global Consumers9 Hanbok Experience and Engagement Mediated via YouTube 
Textiles.=

https://link.springer.com/article/10.1186/s40691-024-00385-9
https://link.springer.com/article/10.1186/s40691-024-00385-9


process of commercialization a testament to Korea9s ability to honor its traditions while 



2.2 Positive Impacts of Hanbok’s Commercialization

9s 

reinforcing South Korea9s soft power while contributing to its economy

9s 

key tool contributing to Korea9s 

appreciation for Korean culture, as well as an increasing global interest towards Korea9s 

2.2.1. Revival of Public Interest and Cultural Pride

<A Study on the Clothing Easiness of Movement for Casual 
Hanbok as School Summer Uniform.=

3

<Research Trend of Korean Costume Design 
of the Korean Society of Costume and Journal of Korean Traditional Costume.=

3



Korea9s history, values and identity in modern times. Fostering a policy of cultural 

Korea9s bo

9s integration 

diplomatic tool that conveys Korea9s rich heritage and unique i

remains deeply rooted in Korea9s cultural history and its role as a cultural identifier: 

designers9

rns, while strengthening the garment9s role as a shared cultural 

<The Birth of Modern Fashion in 
Yangbok, and Colonial Modernity of Dress Culture.=

<Hanbok Expo Shows Touch of Individuality in Traditional Beauty.= 

https://www.korea.net/NewsFocus/Culture/view?articleId=256937


2.2.2 Economic Growth and Tourism Expansion  

1990s, largely due to the garment9s diminishing role in everyday life; in fact, the shift 

a9s fashion and textile 

international demand; in particular, the establishment of the <

= in Gwangju represents a key effort to ensure that 

<Korean Canadians Use Hanbok to Connect with Motherland.= 

<Recent Changes in Women9s Jeogori Pattern 
Jeogori9s in the Seoul Gwangjang Market and Busan Jin Market .=

3

<The Revival of Hanbok in South Korea9s Street Fashion.=



into Korea9s cultural tourism sector, 

4

4

4 4

<Characteristics and Recent Changes of the Hanbok 
Industrial Cluster in Gwangju, Korea.=

<How Hanbok9s Rising Popularity Is Fusing Tradition with Modern Fashion Trends.=

<Contemporary South Korea.=

https://koreajoongangdaily.joins.com/news/2024-09-13/culture/koreanHeritage/How-Hanboks-rising-popularity-is-fusing-tradition-with-modern-fashion-trends/2132479
https://koreajoongangdaily.joins.com/news/2024-09-13/culture/koreanHeritage/How-Hanboks-rising-popularity-is-fusing-tradition-with-modern-fashion-trends/2132479
https://koreajoongangdaily.joins.com/news/2024-09-13/culture/koreanHeritage/How-Hanboks-rising-popularity-is-fusing-tradition-with-modern-fashion-trends/2132479
https://herohanbok.wordpress.com/history/contemporary-south-korea/


images in historic locations and sharing them online, contributing to the costume9s digital 

into an active medium of cultural communication that strengthens Korea9s national 

2.2.3 Hanbok in Global Fashion and Pop Culture

allowing wearers to proudly express appreciation for Korea9s unique cultural herit

Kočovská, Monika <How has the women's traditional Korean garment ''hanbok'' been modernized in 
years?=.

<Hanbok Pop: The Traditional Culture and the Fabulation of Hallyu in Brazil.=
3

Cho, Sunhyung. <Reinterpretation of Hanbok.= Thesis, International Textile and Apparel Association 



뉴한ý 3

일반 한ý

hyŏndae hanbok 현대 한ý

9s 

9s revival also aligns with rising consumer interest 

<How Hanbok9s Rising Popularity Is Fusing Tradition with Modern Fashion Trends.=

Kočovská, Monika <How has the women's traditional Korean garment ''hanbok'' been modernized in 
terms of design in recent years?=.

<The Birth of Modern Fashion in Korea : Sartorial Transition between Hanbok and 
Yangbok, and Colonial Modernity of Dress Culture.=



seen as a return to hanbok9s origin: sustainable production, in fact, was already deeply 

고종실ý

규þ총Ý

reflecting the garment9s adaptation to suit to global tastes

9s essence and craftsmanship to

<A Study on the 
Reform Market.= 3

<How Hanbok9s Rising Popularity Is Fusing Tradition with Modern Fashion Trends.=

Pacheco, Mariana. <Hanbok Pop: The Traditional Culture and the Fabulation of Hallyu in Brazil.= 
3

https://doi.org/10.6115/fer.2021.005


binary aesthetics, and inclusive designs that blurs the sharp distinctions between men9s 

and women9s atti

chŏgori

as a testament to Korea9s ability to adapt tradition to modernity while 

9s survival, while 

the garment9s adaptability is precisely 

chŏgori

Tchai Kim9s adaptation of 
Chosŏn era men9s ch'ŏllik



9s 

2.3 Negative Impacts of Hanbok Commercialization

2.3.1 Impact on the Hanbok

<Research Trend of Korean Costume Design 
Korean Traditional Costume.=

3

<Modernized Hanbok Meets Tradition: The Debate over Korea9s 
Iconic Garments.=

http://www.hanyangian.com/news/articleView.html?idxno=20379


s9

9s value as a traditional symbol, affecting its 

simplification of the garment9s 

<Hanbok Pop: The Traditional Culture and the Fabulation of Hallyu in Brazil.=
3

<Noted Hanbok Designer Explains Design for Actor9s Outfit.=

https://www.korea.net/NewsFocus/HonoraryReporters/view?articleId=244502&pageIndex=1#:~:text=In%20my%20opinion%2C%20most%20people,msjeon22@korea.kr
https://www.korea.net/NewsFocus/HonoraryReporters/view?articleId=244502&pageIndex=1#:~:text=In%20my%20opinion%2C%20most%20people,msjeon22@korea.kr


9

2.3.2 Economic and Industrial Consequences

4 4

tailored, adjusted and personalized to fit the individual wearer9s body shape and 

<Modern Takes on Hanbok: How Designers Are Reimagining the Classic Style.= 

https://edwinvonholy.com/2025/04/15/the-craftsmanship-of-hanbok-the-art-and-technique-behind-the-traditional-dress/
https://edwinvonholy.com/2025/04/15/the-craftsmanship-of-hanbok-the-art-and-technique-behind-the-traditional-dress/


just like many other fashion industries in the world, Korea9s rapid mass

to industrial practices that don9t always meet environmental standards, 

<Implications of Wearing 8Hanbok9 in Korea: Comparative Study of Asian Ethnic 
Part III).= 3

<Afoma Marketplace Blog: Artisan Stories, Tips & E Commerce Insights.= 

<The Price of Convenience: Synthetic Fibers Exposed: Tocco.=

https://afomamarketplace.com/blogs/handmade-vs-mass-produced-impact-smes-online-marketplaces
https://afomamarketplace.com/blogs/handmade-vs-mass-produced-impact-smes-online-marketplaces
https://tocco.earth/article/synthetic-fibers-debunk/


2.3.3 Social and Cultural Consequences

contribute to the trend of <kitsch culture=, where the garment is reduced to a novelty item 

<The Cultural Significance of Fast Fashion.=

<Why Is Fair Fashion More Expensive?=

<Hanbok Part 2: Hanbok in Modern Days.=

<Kitsch.= 

https://www.numberanalytics.com/blog/the-cultural-significance-of-fast-fashion#:~:text=Fast%20fashion%20reflects%20our%20cultural,are%20quickly%20adopted%20and%20discarded
https://www.numberanalytics.com/blog/the-cultural-significance-of-fast-fashion#:~:text=Fast%20fashion%20reflects%20our%20cultural,are%20quickly%20adopted%20and%20discarded
https://www.numberanalytics.com/blog/the-cultural-significance-of-fast-fashion#:~:text=Fast%20fashion%20reflects%20our%20cultural,are%20quickly%20adopted%20and%20discarded
https://www.theslowlabel.com/blogs/stories/why-is-fair-fashion-more-expensive
https://asiasociety.org/korea/hanbok-part-2-hanbok-modern-days
https://avantarte.com/glossary/kitsch


4 4

a disconnection from the garment9s deeper meanings and its role in Korean history, as 

well as a distortion of the country9s cultural identity

<Cultural Appropriation Definition and Explanation.=

https://oxford-review.com/the-oxford-review-dei-diversity-equity-and-inclusion-dictionary/cultural-appropriation-definition-and-explanation/
https://oxford-review.com/the-oxford-review-dei-diversity-equity-and-inclusion-dictionary/cultural-appropriation-definition-and-explanation/
https://oxford-review.com/the-oxford-review-dei-diversity-equity-and-inclusion-dictionary/cultural-appropriation-definition-and-explanation/


foreigners9 approach to the garment: several reactions have emerged, reflecting different 



2.4 Field observations and Survey Highlights 

2.4.1 Field Observations 

Korea. <Venezia Comics= is a 

<South Korea9s core at Venezia Comics 2025=

<Venezia Comics 2025: Korean Village.=

https://veneziacomics.com/news/2025/venezia-comics-2025-korean-village/


beauty, creative contents and tradition. Displaying Korea9s living heritage, the space 

enhanced foreigners9 interest towards the attire, while 

people9s choice of still relied mainly on colors and designs, through a <mix and 

match= selection of the top and bottom parts, 

탈춤

pyŏlsin'gutt'allori Ý회 별신굿탈놀이

: T9alch9um performance at 



audience9s reactions and swinging moods 

9s striking visual features 

9 

한î민Î촌

½채춤

판Í½

Puch9aech9um performed



couldn9t avoid the evident success of such practice, 

4showing businesses9 regard toward 

ds foreigners9 demands and necessities4

I don9t think it would have been possible for someone not to 

between all that assortment. In this environment, salesperson9s 

I9ve also spotted some 

Chosŏn

newly arrived <queen9s 
jackets=. May 2025. (instagram.com)



needs to be attributed to foreigner9s 

couldn9t see 

I could assume foreigners hadn9t been provided any guidelines 

<Free Admission Guidelines for Hanbok Wearers.=



angnyŏngsi

I didn9t expect to find 

4

, which doesn9t have the 

4

expectations haven9t been disappointed: other than 

angnyŏngsi 



academic path in Ca9 Foscari; between all the memories I dearly carry in my mind, I will 

< =: 

there9s 

individual embracing a different culture9s symbol with respect and full knowledge 

2.4.2 Survey to Foreigners on Hanbok Commercialization



4 4

The first section of the survey focused on participants9 experience and impressions 

yŏngbŏkkung, 경ý궁



Pukch9onhanongmaŭl ¾촌한ç마을

in its traditional form, is still pretty much gendered, people get free entrance only if it9s 

Chosŏn

(also including the aforementioned <Venezia Comics=)

worn during summer, all of them strongly appreciated the garment9s comfort, being very 

<Physically 

by wearing it wrong and I wasn9t sure if it was 8cultural appropriation9; however, 

Koreans9 reactions when seeing me wearing it made me realize they were 

=.

<At 



wonderful day that I spent with my friend and still cherish inside.=.

participants9 interest and participation to 

<They broaden my horizons when it came to Korean culture.=.

<I was able to learn more about the history and making of hanbok. I now 

=.

<(…) I have seen some dance performances both in Italy and Korea, and the 

in love with Korean culture even more.=

garment9s history, symbolism or meaning; surprisingly, 63,2% of them selected <

=, while 31,6% stated to only have received a very brief introduction; however, no one 

affirmed to have received an exhaustive overview of the garment9s significance

the price factor is still considered, as well as photogenic appeal and trendiness, it doesn9t 

high insight, it still underlines foreigners9 efforts to display a certain interest 



4very similarly to Koreans9 

4, 15,6% of them weren9t sure about it, while only one person had a negative 

<(…) It is great that Korea is not only treated as the land of K

tourism.=

<Wearing other cultures9 clothes and costumes makes people understand the true 

nature of the culture itself, the lifestyle.=

<It9s becoming a =.

<(…) It is also true that nowadays hanbok worn by tourists is not the same as the 

Chosŏn

=.



<To do an analogy, it the same when our parents were cosplaying Cowboys.=.

4

4

receivers9 perceptions toward such a culturally

<If there was more information about the cultural 

=.

<(…) However, if worn disrespectfully, it becomes just something you do for 

=.

<I think that sometimes foreigners are very shallow about the meanings and 

=.

<While I think foreigners being interested in Korean culture is a great thing for 

s trendy.=.

<tourist attractions= marketed to a large group of people, the main attention is shifted to 

<many hanbok rental placed don9t bother to explain 

the culture behind hanbok and how it represents Korean identity and culture=. 

<connection 

might not always be clear unless they are familiar with Korea= 

4 4



<a must do trend to try and show on social media= <don9t realize the 

importance of the hanbok=. Someone added that <

could be useful=, <just the same as kimonos or other 

=.

<I think it does represent Korean cultural identity because it tells their history and 

also represents different Korean philosophies. As for now, I don9t think it is 

philosophies can understand the deeper meaning of these traditional clothes.=.

Coherently to the data collected, while 51,1% of the respondents don9t see any risk of 

<Cultural appropriation as a concept is incorrect and should not exist. There is 

always.=.

<do not want to be considered Korean because (we) wear their national 

clothes, just want to have an experience=: 

<without regard= <just to follow tre

social media without awareness of a minimum of its history and meaning=, 

<is not a carnival costume=. 

<I think that if a person wears hanbok with respect it isn9t cultural appropriation, 

importance, and on how to wear it the right way.=.



<Cultural appropriation happens when people show no respect to the culture they 

< = 

the disrespect itself. In my opinion it doesn9t matter what you wear or what 

stereotype certain things. That often doesn9t 

ing.=

4

4

respondents underlined how such <

veryday wear= <well 

made in any details=

<less colorful and 

elaborate= <simpler, lighter, more comfortable and practical= 

<more wearable and customizable to modern trends=, 



<I think that 

=.

<More stylish, but definitely you can notice where it comes from.=.

<The new ones are just made to show off instead of keeping their cultural 

tradition.=.

respondents weren9t sure about it (57,8%), 

garment9s traditional meaning, a consistent 26,6% affirmed that it could be good t

9s link to 

<very 

distant from the traditional garment characteristics=, taking away <

and the historical meaning= <becoming a thing for foreigners to do in Korea=

<diversifying the amount of 

legacy=.

<In a way it strengthens it as it makes it more accessible for people in the 21st 

sword.=. 



<Times change and garments do too, and I believe that9s normal, therefore I don9t 

modernized Hanbok doesn9t substitute the traditional one and if it wasn9t for the 

modernized Hanbok, the Hanbok in general would be less worn.=.

recollect more to what is considerate <acceptable= in a foreign society; many respondents 

<love to wear it to a proper occasion in Korea if given the chance=

but in their own country they don9t feel such need anymore: when carrying the attire 

<it would feel strange= <out of place=

<koreaboo= <be frowned upon and interpreted as appropriation=

they9re not allowed to do it. In any case they perceive it like a thing that is still strongly 

<It would be too different to what people wear and wouldn't be worth the amount of 

=.

<Because it is not a thing here and I would feel weird wearing another country's 

traditional clothing if I don't have ties to it.=.



<I like to wear pieces of clothes that are somehow related with things I9m

passionate about and that aren9t that common.=.

4

4

<unlike some traditional clothing in other countries=

<I believe it could represent a positive mean through which Korean culture is 

=.

<something of the past=

typical of trendy items that get very popular, and sometimes <viral=, for a specific time. 

<work harder to remind Korean people and foreigners on the traditional meaning of the 

clothing (as it could risk just becoming a gimmick to earn money)=



to <possibly remain as a niche interest to people who are very interested in Korea 

beforehand=, if the fashion trend will ever slow down its pace, or in case the garment will 

9s 

9s cultural value, while a significant 31,1% pointed

the culture and traditional practices=

4 <w

it= 4

, if it wasn9t for its commercial expansion. 

<I don9t think hanbok would have the same popularity if it wasn't as 

promoted.=.

9s authenticity and symbolism. Transforming into 

<cultural ‚gimmick9, hanbok isn9t worn traditionally anymore, and artisans risk 



its cultural value, nor thinking about what it represents=. <many rental 

traditional garment=, for those who don9t educate themselves, 

<this doesn9t mean that the real 

people who teach the culture behind it=

<whatever 

shape it might take= <will make it not end fast as 

new generation trends= <as long as both Koreans and true admirers 

culture respect and cherish it= <people of other ethnicities don9t wear it solely 

because of a fashion trend=

<Hanbok will always be related to Korea, there is no Italian hanbok or French 

brands take inspiration from it.=.

<It is getting trendier and trendier each day, and it might just become a fashion 

Korea.=.

<this 

kind of traditional cloths become just a trend in a globalized world= <a risk for 

and don9t think about where it comes from or what kind of culture stands behind it=



<

Korea has nowadays=. 

<for temples and various events, but not 

everywhere every time= <quite more expensive (and stop renting them 

just to take some photos)= <there is 

money to make, companies don9t care about the opinions of people that aren9t potential 

clients=.

<the mass rental industry doesn9t 

lend itself to any explanation=

<giving out information about the cultural significance and history of hanbok, how it 

is created and when and why people still wear it= <maybe at least a brochure=

<little, short explanation on how to wear it=

<the use of more 

sustainable materials and the preservation of the garment9s importance=



<Despite the government encourages hanbok rental to get in palaces for free, once 

some workshops or performances where hanbok is explained…=

4 4

<not just piece of clothing, nor costumes made for them to wear, but are actually a 

respect, an open mind and no entitlement=

<I hope it contributes to the spread of a culture and a way of living and dressing 

clothing, which starts from very different positions.=



2.4.3 Survey to Koreans on Hanbok Commercialization

With this significative amount of sources and data coming from foreigners9 ideas and 

Ch9usŏk Sŏllal

Korean college students9 

<개인É으ü ü기엔 좋다고 생­ý 솔Ê히 한î인들÷ 이젠 ×주 È을 일÷

Æ고 ¬끔 û별한 õ린 Þ절이나 È었던 기ö을 상기Þ켜 주기÷ Ý고 외î인

들이 체험Ý고 즐거워 한다면 좋다고 생­ý õ떤 나ÿ는 전통 ý장이

남아있É 않기÷ Ý니까..=

College Students9 Hanbok Rental Behaviors and Factors Affecting 
3



<I personally think it is good. To be honest, Koreans do not wear it often anymore, 

traditional clothing left..=

possibility to experience and learn about their country9s culture, letting it get more widely

ownership. Still, interviewers weren9t very sure whether the garments involve

they truly appreciate this practice9s contribution in keeping it and its heritage alive 

it as a successful outcome of the country9s development. 

<한î이 이렇게 발전했í나 많은 외î인들이 우½ 문Ö를

체험Ý고 있í나 !!=

<Korea has developed this much!! Many foreigners are experiencing our 

culture!!=

<¬끔은 Ý양ß으ü Ö¼한 한ý 말고 진짜 전통 한ý을 È은 모습을

마케팅 Ý는게 더 좋을 것 같다거 생­이 들었음.=

<Sometimes I think it would be better to market people wearing real traditional 

hanbok.=



<more of a tourist thing=

wouldn9t personally rent one. For the last part of the first section of the survey, 

Korea9s culture and tradition that has been maintained also thanks to the practice, that has 

9 

while others affirmed to haven9t seen them that often, and hence would like it to be more 

전통의 의미는 크게 중요ÝÉ 않은게 Þ대에 따ÿ 계¯에 따ÿ 재½에

따ÿ 한ý은 다양한 Í재와 디×인이 있었으며 이러한 모든것들은 Þ대에

따ÿ 끊ÇÆ이 재해Þ되õ와 É®에 이르렀기 때문이다=. 



<The meaning of tradition is not that important because depending on the era, 

been constantly reinterpreted according to the era to reach the present.=

garment. However, a considerable part of the survey takers stated that they <don9t know= 

and < =, as in some cases, these changes might dilute the essential and unique 

<í성 치마길이의 경우 현대ß 한ý이 많이 짧아É기÷ Ý는데 그럴 때는

한ý 고유의 멋이 ÆõÉ는 것 같아 아쉬움.=

<In the case of women's skirt lengths, modern hanbok is often shortened, but when 

that happens, it seems that the unique charm of hanbok is lost, which is a shame.=

9s revitalization by government and brands is approved by Koreans 

only as long as cultural respect is a prerequisite, which underlines native9s care about the 

preservation of the attire, as well as its deep bounds with Korea9s heritage, which comes 

4 4



not saw any risk that it will become a mere 8fashion item9 or trend in the future; also, 

some of them even stated that they wouldn9t be disappointed, if that happened. Having 

Asian and African countries, and they don9t get why Koreans are insisting on wearing 



CHAPTER III: Addressing the Risks — Finding 
Balance

3.1 Potential Solutions for Balancing Tradition and 
Commercialization

4 4

to be strictly tight to Korea9s historical development, 

9s historical 



9

the attire9s 

3.1.1 Ethical Production

9s intangible richness and 

artisans9 need to preserve and maintain the garment9s authenticity. t9s 

<More School Uniforms This Year to Sport Hanbok Designs.=

https://www.korea.net/NewsFocus/Society/view?articleId=181751&searchKey=all&searchValue=hanbok&pageIndex=1
https://www.korea.net/NewsFocus/Society/view?articleId=181751&searchKey=all&searchValue=hanbok&pageIndex=1


4as well as the garment9s 

4

growth of cultural appropriation disputes (e.g., the China9s claims over hanbok as 

9s 

3.1.2 Meaningful Modernization

historically considered a reflection of Korea9s social structures, philosophical 

9s 

On this point, I9d suggest designers and international fashion brands who draw 

celebrate the attire9s symbolic elements; feature and details9 meanings should be 



9s adaptability while preserving its essence

environmentally conscious consumers9, 

9s

3.1.3 Considerate Promotion and Moral Consumption

considers consumers9 responsibilities crucial for 9s depth

9s legacy

following the Korea Heritage Service9s establishment of standards for traditional 



I9d also suggest

4 4

related to the attire9s 

consumer9s 

the attire9

the entertainment industry9s

Korea9s cultural heritage

fashion houses, designers and historians9 partnerships

attire9s



vibrant part of Korea9s living heritage

the garment9s 

4

4

<Hanbok
Traditional Attire.=

https://www.korea.net/NewsFocus/Culture/view?articleId=195945#:~:text=Kim%20Min%2Dkyung%2C%20director%20of,life%20and%20preserve%20Korean%20tradition.%22
https://www.korea.net/NewsFocus/Culture/view?articleId=195945#:~:text=Kim%20Min%2Dkyung%2C%20director%20of,life%20and%20preserve%20Korean%20tradition.%22


the attire9s 

9s 

4 4

the garment9s cultural richness

9s history by highlighting the 

<[Interview] Hwang Yi Seul9s Modern Hanbok Designs Shine at the K
Festival 2024 in Dubai.=



3.2 The Future of Hanbok in a Globalized World

9s global appeal 

4

4

process as <modern adaptation=, we can also perceive it as an <modern evolution= of the 

4

4 <at a time when Korean culture is gaining global recognition, promoting our 

anbok9s globalization. 

culture9s legacy, enhance its industrialization, and further its globalization, including 



anbok9s cultural significance and leading the development of 

industry.=

of the garment and how industries might react to them, taking into consideration Korea9s 

to be worn in everyday life. In order to restore the garment9s traditional conception as a 

9s successful evolution during an interview on 

4

4 praises the attire9s unique features and extremely wide spectrum of designs 

<the biggest advantage of this attire is that it looks as beautiful 

as the traditional hanbok, yet it9s comfortable for everyday wear as it9s not too 

extravagant= she observes modernized variations9 great potential in bridging tradition 

<Korea Hanbok Promotion Institute(한î한ý진흥원
Traditional Hanbok Culture.= 아½랑컬처커¶ú

<The Development of Korea9s Traditional Clothing Culture 
Traditional Korean Dress over Time.=

<Traditional Korean Clothes Meet the Metaverse.=

<Ours Ep7 Hanbok, Dreaming of Going Global.=

https://koreajoongangdaily.joins.com/2022/04/06/englishStudy/journalism%20internship/Journalism-Internship-Traditional-Korean-clothes-meet-the-metaverse/20220406111550461.html
https://koreajoongangdaily.joins.com/2022/04/06/englishStudy/journalism%20internship/Journalism-Internship-Traditional-Korean-clothes-meet-the-metaverse/20220406111550461.html


9s cultural significance and 

9s fashion shows, these modern variations pr

9s

<When I first came here, the hanbok you could wear was just traditional hanbok. 

There was nothing that people wore on a daily basis=

4

4

<about 70% of our customers buy 

hanboks for their daily use, while about 30% buy hanboks for special occasions=, 

4

4

regions that don9t register many 

incorporate new features and functions in order to suit local market9s necessities

challenge that doesn9t seem difficult to be accomplished, considering the extreme 

solidifying Korea9s cultural identity on the global stage; in this consideration, the future 

<About: 단Ý.= danhaseoul.org, 2025. https://danhaseoul.com/about.

<Modern Hanbok: South Korean Heritage in Eyes of New 
Cultures.=

https://www.dailynewsegypt.com/2022/08/04/modern-hanbok-south-korean-heritage-in-eyes-of-new-generations-foreign-cultures/#:~:text=
https://www.dailynewsegypt.com/2022/08/04/modern-hanbok-south-korean-heritage-in-eyes-of-new-generations-foreign-cultures/#:~:text=


contexts; amid this widespread success, and considering the attire9s nature as <living= and 

<mutating= heritage, future prospects see new 

. Additionally, wearers9 might want to 

garment9s adaptations as sport uniform 

Korea9s living heritage even more, while bridging the gap between heritage and 

<Hanbok: The Future of Korean Traditional Dress.=

<Hanbok Fashion9s International Surge: Powered by K Pop.=

Korean Culture and Information Service (KOCIS). < Hanbok, Dreaming of Going Global.= 

https://seoulblend.com/k-blends/k-style/hanbok-fashion-kpop-influence
https://seoulblend.com/k-blends/k-style/hanbok-fashion-kpop-influence


accessories and smart fabrics incorporations, that will surely enhance the garment9s 

<Hanbok Fashion9s International Surge: Powered by K Pop.=

<The Development of Korea9s Traditional Clothing Culture 
Traditional Korean Dress over Time.=

<Hanbok Fashion9s International Surge: Powered by K Pop.=



environmentally conscious consumers9, future 

9s appeal, 

. <A Study on the Activation of Used Market of Hanbok and Hanbok 
Reform Market.= 3

<Hanbok Fashion9s International Surge: Powered by K Pop.=

<One Garment9s Journey Through History.=



of the attire9s cultural significance

9s economic growth



CONCLUSION 
Summary of Key Findings 

can mention Simmel9s theory

4

4

4

4

doctrines through stylistic and design variations based on the wearer9s gender, age, and 

<Enciclopedia Delle Scienze Sociali Moda.=

https://www.treccani.it/enciclopedia/moda_(Enciclopedia-delle-scienze-sociali)/


<Fashion does not aim to reaffirm social differences in a direct and unequivocal 

might blend into another.=.

Chosŏn 

4

4

4

<Han Brands=



realities that Tarde9s theory had clearly distinguished.

aimed at the <society of tradition= focus on presenting the conservative model 4

4

oriented, is often limited to the costume9s visual appeal, while 

attraction within Korea9s evolving tourism industry.

On the other hand, innovations targeting the <society of fashion= 4

4

4

4

9s role in boosting Korea9s cultural exports illustrates 

Final Reflections

<

. <A Study on the Activation of Used Market of Hanbok and Hanbok 
Reform Market.= 3



4 4

4

<Modernized Hanbok Meets Tradition: The Debate over Korea9s 
Iconic Garments.=

<Globalization Is Inevitable and Irreversible.=

https://samechphoto.medium.com/globalization-is-inevitable-and-irreversible-c81a0df94016


9s evolution, which the thesis 

4 4

bridging Korea9s rich past with its 

loosely based on tradition, the peculiarity of the < = actually lies in their strong 

4 4

9s transformation is therefore a natural and inevitable evolution of the costume 

4

<survival compromise=: the outcome of an attempt to preserve cultural uniqueness tied to 

the very concept of <traditional = is itself a construct shaped by different periods 

very same <traditional= version we have today is also th



Consequently, what is now seen as a <modernized= 

Future Research Directions 

9s evolution 

that experiences of an audience belonging to different generations haven9t been taken into 



4 4

respect and preservation of the traditional style9s characteristics and implications; for this 

ch9osonot 초손옷

4 4

<Hanbok vs. Jeogori vs. Cheoson
Tours.=



development of other < =, such as 

4
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A) Traditional Hanbok and Hanbok Rental 





B) Modern Hanbok and Everyday Wear





modernization9s role in global relevance.



C) Perceptions of the Future and Cultural Sustainability
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