Ca' Foscari
University
of Venice

Master’'s Degree Programme

Second Cycle
(ex. D.M. 270/2004)

in International
Relations

Final Thesis

When a movement becomes gendered:

women of the Civil Rights Movement.
Life and Actions of Septima Clark and Ella Baker

Supervisor
Ch. Prof. Bruna Bianchi

Assistant supervisor
Ch. Prof. Duccio Basosi

Graduand
Giulia Vallata
Matriculation Number 852345

Academic Year
2015/2016



Education is the key to unlock
the golden door of freedom

-George Washington Carver-






Table of Content

ADDIEVIALIONS ... 5
INTFOAUCTION .. e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e s s 7
PaArT ONE. .o 11
Chapter 1: Women in a gendered American SOCIetY.............uuuueiiiiiieeeeeeenennnn. 13
1.1 A gendered AMEriCan SOCIELY .........ccceeeererreeeeiiiiiiiiiiiee e e e e e e eeeaens 13
1.2 American women during the Second World Watr....................... 17
1.3 American women in the 1950S.........ccooeeeiiiiiiiiiii e 21
Chapter 2: Women and leadership..........ccoooviiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiee e eeeeeeeeeee e 25
2.1. Women'’s resistance in the Abolitionist Era..............cccccceoenen. 25
2.2. Being Black in a Southern white socCiety..........ccccoocverieeiieiinennen. 27
2.3. A gendered Civil Rights Movement...........cccccovveieeieenieenennnn 30
2.3.1. Women as bridge leaders...........cccocveveeiieiieeiieeseeennnns 32
2.3.2. The role of women in Civil Rights Organipais................ 34
2.3.3. Rosa Parks and Jo Ann Robinsan..........ccccccoeviiiiinenee. 37
2.3.4. The story of Emmett and Mamie Till............c.cccceeirneee 41
2.4. The March on Washington............cccccoovveiieeiie e 49
2.5. South- African women: united for freedom............cccccoeeviiennne. 51
PAIT TWO ...ttt 55
Chapter 3: Septima Poinsette Clark............ccoooeiiieiieie e 57
3.1. Early life and influences..........ccooeeiiiie e 57
3.2. Teaching at Johns Island............cccocoiiiiiiiiiiceee e 59



3.3. Experiencing the NAACRP.........ccoo e 62

3.4. FINdING the WA .......couuiiiiiiiimmmmmm e 64
3.5. Highlander FOlk SChoOl ............vceeeeeiiiiiiiiieee e 69
3.5.1. The Citizenship SChOOIS............commmeeerrinniiiiaiieeeeeeeen 73
3.5.2. TRE CEP oottt 75
Chapter 4: Ella Josephing BakKer............coouiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiieee e 81
4.1. TaleS Of SIAVEIY ... 31
4.1.2. Ell2’S PAr€NtS ....vvveiiiiei et e e e 85
4.1.3. When in LIttleton ... 87
4.1.4. The SChoOliNg YEaArS.....ccooeiii it 90
4.2. The Harlem ReN@AISSANCE.........uuviii e .92
4.2.1. First steps into aCtiViSM .........ccocvvveeiiiiiiiiccisee e 95
4.3. THE NAACP ...ttt a e e e e e e e 99
A4, 1IN FriendShip ...t 107
4.5. THE SCLC ..ottt ettt 109
4.6. THE SNCC ..ottt 113
4.7. It was all about deMOCTIACY............ommmeeeeeeeeieeiiiiiii e 121
(©70] [ 1153 o] o FA PSPPI 125
AACNMENTS. .. 129
Y 013 1 = Lo PP P PP PPPPPPPPPPPN 155
BiblIOGraphy ....coeeeieeeee e 163
SHOGIAPNY ... 169



ACMHR
ANC
CEP
COFO
FSA
MIA
NAACP
NACW
NTA
PSTA
PTAs
SAIC
SCFCW
SCLC
SNCC
UCMI
WPC

WPA

Abbreviations

Alabama Christian Movement for Humaights
African National Congress

Citizenship Education Program

Council of Federated Organizatio
Federation of South- Africarolven
Montgomery Improvement Assoaat

National Association for the Adwament of Colored People
National Association of Colored Yien
National Teacher's Examination

Palmetto State Teachers’ Asgam

Parents- teachers associations
South-African Indian Congress

South Carolina Federation of Galio'women
Southern Christian Leadershomf€rence
Student Nonviolent Coordinat®gmmittee
United Christian Movement Inc.

Women Political Council

War Production Areas






Introduction

The aim of my thesis, entitled/hen a movement becomes gendered: women of
the Civil Rights Movement. Life and Actions of BeptClark and Ella Bakeris

to give a voice back to all the underrated womethefCivil Rights Movement,
focusing my attention on two of its bigger educastdéeptima Clark and Ella
Baker.

As far as | can remember | have always been irtetem the Civil Rights
Movement for the simple fact that | couldn’'t undargl (and still can’t) why a
nation, which considers itself as the bulk, or drethe only “real” democracy in
the entire world continued to apply such undemagraiacist, and inhuman
segregationist laws without any respect for hunigints.

When | was thinking about a possible thesis regardhis historical and social
period | thought that a lot had already been writtdout, until when women
came to my mind. Were they active members of thgomg&ivil Rights
Organizations? Did they took part to the most ingoar achievements of the
Movement? And if yes, what happened to them? Whautatheir side of the
story?

While searching | founded out that when we thinlowbthe Civil Rights
Movement names and faces such as those of MarthreLiKing Jr. and Malcom
X jump on our minds, they represent the men oftgspaeches and of traumatic
killings, but behind them there were thousands afmen working, connecting the
core with the periphery, the male leader with gi@®s. Women taught to rural
and urban black communities how to read and wsibethat they can register for
voting, informed black citizens about their rightsyd women pushed toward a
democratization of the movement. The majority ohvem didn’t approve the top-
down model of participation male leaders were inmpson people. On the
contrary they envisaged a movement in which thehgsisagainst the
segregationist system came from ordinary peopldlowwong a bottom-up

approach.



Stressing from these affirmations | wanted to bidagk to life the hard work, the
responsibilities and the pain of the losses wonahtb endure, while fighting for
the hope of a better future.

Unfortunately | discovered that history had forgattto mention women’s
participation to the activities of the Civil Rightdovement, and they had fallen
into the oblivion up until the rise of the feministovement in the 1970s and
1980s. There are no public recorded speeches sé tvemen, the only sound
recordings we have left are recreational and femtiajority ruined by the passing
of the time.

Due to the lack of Italian information on this therhused American works of
which some of the most important to the goals of timgsis wereFreedom’s
teacher: the life of Septima Claldy Katherine Mellen Charroii,cho in my soul
by Septima ClarkA woman’s Place: An Analysis of Roles Portrayed\Naymen
in Print Advertising by Courtney, LockeretzWomen of the Civil Rights
Movement: trailblazers and torchbearers, 1941-1®§5Crawford, Rouse, and
Woods,Women and the Civil Rights Movement, 1954-1965louch and Dixon,
The Feminine Mistyquby Betty FriedanGender in the Civil Rights Movement
by Ling and Monteith,Ella Baker and the Black Freedom MovembeyntBarbara
Ransby, How Long? How Long? : African-American Womenha Struggle for
Civil Rights: African American Women and the Stiegfpr Civil Rightsby
Belinda Robnett, andElla Baker: Community Organizer of the Civil Rights
Movemenby Moye.

When | started writing | decided to divide my wanktwo parts each of one them
containing two chapters. In the first part | foeng attention on the general socio-
cultural American white and black backgrounds, @il the second part | tried to
transport the contents of the first part into tie &nd actions of Septima Clark
and Ella Baker. More purposely:

Chapter oneWomen in a gendered American sogietyefly analyzes the roles of
women in the 1950s American society. Back in thasgs women were
conceived as fragile, irrational human beings iatdg of taking any decision.
For this reasons it was common opinion that go@tedt women had to leave

their work when they got married, in order to stdyhome taking care of the



household and of her children. Those believes, vwenesmitted to the Black
community, and Chapter twdVomen and Leadershiunderlines how whites
gendered customs influenced black culture. Blaskliingness to be accepted by
the white racist dominant society affected Africalimerican style like the
clothing they wore or the straight hairstyle thepwed off, but they also assumed
the same societal characteristics, and black woneg the first to pay the price,
with the only difference that while they lived itusis, their white counterpart
spent their existences in a nice suburb. Black wosnguties outside their homes
were related to the Baptist Church where they wasked with the collecting of
fundraisings.

This differentiation between the male and the femséx caused women’s
exclusion for any recognized leadership positioany of the organization of the
Civil Rights Movement, producing false historicakts: Martin Luther King Jr.
rose to fame during the Montgomery Bus Boycott, emsbmeone’s mind he was
the Boycott. In reality things were very differess the protest was started by
Rosa Parks, when she refused to stand up fromela¢irsa public bus, and gave
it to a white man. Rosa Parks was part of a womerganization headed by Jo
Ann Robinson. The group of women had been talkinguaa protest for a long
time, so when Parks’ action started they organtbedmovement, spreading the
voice.

In such gendered society which was deeply affelsyeldoth the white society and
the sexist Baptist Church, women were never consitieaders.

In Chapters three and four, respectively entifegtima Poinsette ClandElla
Josephine Baket will focus on the life and actions of two ofetlgrater educators
the Civil Rights Movement had.

Septima Poinsette Clark focused her attention iolta€lducation. She first
realized that such kind of education was importaiile educating young
students in Johns Island public school. Those stsdearents believed in her and
in her job to the point that they asked her to hkm with everyday actions
(such situation was common to all the teachers imgrikn African- American
rural public schools) like writing and reading &# and counts. There she

understood that those people were not actual ngizéhey lived in some sort of a



limbo. This situation prevented them to participtehe public and civil life of
the community in which they lived. Stressing fromstknowledge she attended
and then worked for the Highlander Folk School whizrought to life the
Citizenship School that in few years spread in almbe entire Southern States.
These schools prepared black people to registartey which was something that
the white racist society didn’t want to. Finallyetproject had to be shut down due
to the white’s continuous attacks, and was transfeto the SCLC under the
name of Citizenship Education Program (CEP) whiebame the most important
and effective crusade King's organization had essomplished.

As far as Ella Baker was concerned she completgbcted to be a teacher like
Clark was, or at least in the classical definitadrthe term. She did whatever she
could to erase gender differentiations within th@&mCivil Rights Organizations
in which she worked from the NAACP, the SCLC and ®NCC which she
projected and influenced. She thought that the n@alganization would have
ended up ruining the entire project of the CivigRis Movement because black
Baptist leaders, King included, were following @talown approach which didn’t
allowed people to speak their minds. On the coptrstne imagined a Movement
following a bottom-up approach in which the demtcrbase was larger because
leaders would have become dependent from peopli’'s w

10
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Chapter 1: Women in a gendered American society

1.1 A gendered American society

When thinking about the United States of America owduced imagination
projects us into a perfect country were justicenln rights, and democracy are
equal for every human being. Its citizens are gaetent people who believe in
the power of God and family, into their country atgdinstitutions. They cherish
for other’s lives and people rights to the poirgytlare willing to engage wars in
order to export their definition of democracy.

It's the place (country) in which a carpenter tkeito the helpful hand of some
unknown, unselfish good- hearted rich man andtle kit of hard work manages
to achieve its American- dream by becoming onehefrichest man in the entire
country. It's a sort of “Wonderland”, “a gardenBfien” of which the majority of
people, in almost every western country, wantsetpdnt of.

Sadly, as dreams do not last forever even thisiariopision of the American
society must come to an end.

The American society has the same problems of evtrgr society. It's shaken
by corruption, concussion, racism, bigotry, induadism, and fear of the
different/ stranger, just to quote some. What svant to the aim of my thesis is
the fact that the American society is also a gesispciety. Women had to fight,
as in any other country, to achieve their rights.

This statement might be verified by underliningethimportant dates that very
well represent the achievements for which women leeh fighting in the first
half of the 28 century:

1. Up until 1920 American women weren't allowed toezoThe main reason
behind this situation is to be found on male prigjesl towards the female
sex. Back in those times women were said to beasotational and
intelligent as men and as a consequence of thuatgih, added to their
lack of autonomy caused by their childish emotiotnswas common

opinion that their vote would have been, withow doubt, influenced or
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decided by their fathers, husbands and brotherser A long battle
engaged by the suffragettes on August,1820 the Congress extended
the right to vote to women by ratifying the XIX antgnent which states:
« The right of citizen of the United States to vet®ll not be denied or
abridged by the United States or by any State oouwatt of sex. [...]%

2. Until 1930 American women couldn’t have their owaspport, they could
only use those of their husband;

3. The other issue, which helps defining the Amerisaaiety as gendered is
women’s work. Women usually worked as secretarteachers and
assistants, which were the only jobs decent womereallowed to do,
until they got married. For the culture of the tiloe a mother and a wife
was incompatible with having a job. It was commatidd that a woman
wouldn’t be able to take care of such three diffetaings. In few words
being a worker meant to be a bad mother and wifd.950, for example,
only 10% of women with children under the age afworked while 90%
stayed at home to take care of their children dmit thousehold. It was
only in 1964 with the Civil Rights Aétthat any discrimination against
women regarding their pay, promotion and jobs wkrelared illegal: « It
shall be an unlawful employment practice for an kxygr to fail or refuse
to hire or to discharge any individual, or othemvis discriminate against
any individual with respect to his compensatiommi® conditions, or
privileges of employment, because of such individuaace, color,
religion, sex, or national origifi»

When talking about gender our mind might think alitve biological differences
between sexes, but it would be wrong. Gender isabaut someone’s sex, it

refers to a set of norms which differ whether they oriented towards a male or a

! http://constitutioncenter.org/interactive-condtitn/amendments/amendment-xix.

% The Civil Rights Acts (1964) marked the endingsefjregation and restricted job discrimination
based on someone’s sex, color, religion, race #muaity. It was first suggested by the Kennedy
administration and was later signed by Presideriingon, even though there were tough
resistances within the Congress’ southern members.

% http://www.usccr.gov/pubs/sac/oh0300/ch1.htm.
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female subject, and are evidently connected tchisirical and cultural peridd
in which they are applied.

Stressing from this definition we might all agréatteverything related to gender
is a creation of human societies, gender do nat®xi nature.

When a baby is born they are appointed to one esethhiwo categories, and are
educated in order to prepare themselves for tleethaly are expected to occupy in
their adult life. Since tender agehildren are taught by family, mass media, peer
groups, schools, and other agents (for examplgioek) that there are different
societal expectations based on theifsex

Families, for instance, have been considered theeplwhere this process begins:
while parents often supply girls with dolls, roldap and some miniature
functioning objects for the care of the house (ldkeens, brooms and vacuum
cleaner); they buy boys superheroes dolls, truekspmobiles, toy guns and
solitary play.

Over the centuries these “traditions” together wather agents’ actions have
induced people, especially male individuals, irtte wrongful belief that their
actions are connected to their nature and are owall/ constructed. Following
this path, in a gender differentiated society, woraee expected to take care of
the household and to maintain a specific behavthgy should be carrying,
nurturing, passive, and friendly; when they do act as the society dictates they
are considered aggressive and most of the timealialiged (even by people of
their own sex). In a completely different way mdmwd appear strong and
unfriendly that's why when showing some female ek#eristics they are, most of
the times, victims of violence and harassment lhemotmen. Those convictions
find their basis on the concept of sexism whichsphe male sex into a higher

position than the female one.

* For example, until the beginning of the 20th centpink was associated with boys while blue
with girls. Today it's the exact opposite.

® |t is thought that already at four/five years gfeachildren are already well aware of gender
differences.

® psychological or physical differences between raafe female.
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Stressing from this definition of gender the Amancsociety is evidently
gendered as it found its basis on traditional faslilwhich are the first places in
which children learn what they are or are not etgubto do, on the base of their
sex. The traditional American family finds its restin the 18 industrial
revolution.

According to many historians before this periodemhnological improvement the
role of each member within an average American lfamas equally important: if
men had to work the fields and repair tools theyena need of; women had to
prepare food and clothing and work the fields ®ath parents were charged with
the education of their childrénEven though women were given only formal
rights, both female and male labor was necessaryhi® survival of both the
family and the farm.

With the advent of the industrial revolution an@ ttonsequent reduction of the
subsistence econorypeople left their farms and went working and fiyiin
growing cities. In this new context the role of thembers of the family changed:
women’s work was not life-saving anymore. Familiese able to buy the goods,
which were previously produced by women (workinghe farms), they needed
from cloths to fresh or preserved fd@din this new environment women didn't
worked but stayed at home taking care of both thkildrer* and household.
Their work became less valuable as they could liue products that once they
used to produce; while men became referred asdiieaers”.

Historians argue that this new situation helpeddéeclopment of the concept of
gender within the American society: while men wpegceived as strong, smart,
competitive and rational human beings whose only eas to work in order to
gain a wage; women became some sort of a mythalbgreature characterized

by a gentle and loving behavior which made therational, self- sacrificing,

" Even though, today, we cannot take into consigerainly “traditional families” as different
types are recorded.

& Families had more than two children as they weilpfhl for the maintenance of both farms and
households.

° Subsistence economy: the typical economy of theriqmustrial revolution’s period. It is
characterized by the use of basic goods which apeiged towards hunting and subsistence
agriculture.

9 Development of the so called market economy.

1 Couples had fewer children than before as thewtneca sort of a burden since families had to
buy food in order to survive.
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emotional and soft, all traits that made them merfer the task of growing and
educate children. In the light of this newly coosted image, women became not
suited for work outside their homes, and to havecitizen rights: they couldn’t
vote or being elected.

This new division of responsibilities within eaclember of the family is at the
basis of the creation of the so called Americarditi@hal family which is
composed by a working husband, a work-in wife, gn@ir children.

This prototype of such perfect family became alnessiential during the 1950s
when right after the Second World War it became @otous to help veterans

overcome the atrocity of the war.

1.2 American women during the Second World War

In her 1971 article entitledrhe Women Liberation Movement: its origins,

structures and ideaslo Freemaf argues that:

Sometime in the nineteen twenties, feminism dietheaUnited States. It was a
premature death. Feminists had only recently obththeir long sought for tool,
the vote, with which they had hoped to make an leglage for women in this
society. But it seemed like a final one. By thedithe granddaughters of the
women who had sacrificed so much for suffrage hragvg to maturity, not only
had social mythology firmly ensconced women in leit home, but the very

term “feminist” had become an epithet. [*%].

If we do not take into consideration the Second ldv@var period and even the
gendered 1950s we might agree with her.
While being one of the most terrible conflicts iretentire human history, World

War Il was for American women not only a periodhofge sacrifice but also a

time for female empowerment.

Yhttp://library.duke.edu/digitalcollections/wimpc_mins01013/.

3 Jo FreemanThe women’s liberation movement: its origins, stmues and ideas1971, p. 1;
http://library.duke.edu/digitalcollections/wimpc_mins01013/;
http://www.jofreeman.com/feminism/liberationmov.htm
www.d.umn.edu/.../2111/womlibfreeman.htm.
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Just few years before the Japanese attack on Pealdor almost 80% of
American citizens (women included) though that arrred woman shouldn’t
work outside her house if her husband was alreamiking; schools didn’t hired
married woman, and what might even be worst, ttemduo fire those employed
when they got married while under contract. Thedfaldgovernment, certainly,
didn’t helped the cause specifically when the Seacyeof Labor, Frances
Perkind“accused married women workers of being “pin mofreygirls by
publicly stating they should have been ashamed@mselves for being such a
dangerous threat for the entire American society.

With the entrance of the United Stdfeis the conflict women, suddenly, became
a sort of a “secret weapon” for both the Ameriagaauistry and military sectors.
When the United States entered World Wath# majority of the work force,
predominantly composed by male individuals, wag sefight in Europe while a
lot of factories were converted into war productiplants. New workers were
needed so the Roosevelt administration decidedltoon women who kept the
country’s production running by occupying traditadly male job. Between 1940
and 1945 female workforce increased (in the Ung¢ates) from 27% to nearly
37%.

Women were deployed both in the private and in plelic sectors. When
working in the private sector women were mostly Eygd in production plants
that had been converted into war industries. Theygyced all, or at least the
majority, of the armaments, from guns to helicoptéhat were used in the front
by their men. What is relevant is that, in thisipeér women did jobs that the
majority of men never did for example: men workingthe district of Detroit
produced cars while women in war time, in thoseyvemme factories, made
weapons which production, in the pre-war perioduMionot be possible for a
sweet, gentle, loving and irrational soul.

It is interesting to notice how citizen dramatigathanged their minds on women
workers: by the end of 1942, 60% of the male pdmniathought their wives

4 Frances Perkins: born Fannie Coraline Perkin8q4165), from 1933 to 1945 served as U.S.
Secretary of Labor during the Presidencies of R@osevelt and H. S. Truman.

'31n colloquial English it refers to the money spat the purchase unnecessary goods.

1 December 8, 1941.
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should exit the house and go to work for the walustries, while 71% was
convinced that even married women needed to paateito the war effort. Those
inversions in common believes are to be reflectedhe dramatic increase of
women workers in two of the biggest industrial estiof the New World: in San
Francisco working women went from 138.000 to 276.@fnile in Detroit from
182.000 of the early 1941 they grow up to 387.000.

Some 900.000 women were hired by the Federal Govarh Even though the
majority of them were employed in clerical work sm00.000 served as
auxiliary military force$’. These female forces were divided into three corps
nurses, which was the most appreciated one botidynilitary and the public
opinion because they reflected the characteri¢sie®et, gentle, and caring) that
the American society had imposed on women; aviatetsich were the less
accepted by the military and even though they Vilgneg with military aircrafts
they were still considered civilians; and, finalijhe armed servers who were
allowed to serve after the attack on Pearl Harlooi942 women were able to be
part of the US Navy, Army and Coast Guard, and ®§31of the Marines (even
though only for six months). Of all those women wéerved in the auxiliary
forces, some 88 were imprisoned by the enemieswitiilers 432 lost their lives.
It's interesting to underline the fact that beftihe War the majority of women
workers belonged to lower social classes and weglly very young and
unmarried. With the advent of the conflict a chamggendency was palpable as a
lot of married middle aged women from the highassks started to work.

If women were working while men were fighting in&pe, with whom were the
children with?

As recalled by Freeman:

[...] The sudden onslaught of the war radically deththe whole structure of
social relationships as well as the economy. Merewdeafted into the army and
women into the labor force. Now desperately needeminen’s wants were

provided for as were those of the boys on the friéatleral financing of day care

" Being in a combat’s first line was a male dutyt lgiven the gravity of the war, military
strategists accepted the role of women as suppordidy for a limited period of time: when the
war ended they would have not be needed anymore.
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centers in the form of the Lanham Kcpassed Congress in a record two weeks.
Special crash training programs were provided li@er new women workers to
give them skills they were not previously thoughpable of exercising. Women
instantly assumed positions of authority and resjimlity unavailable only the

year before [...J?

Starting from July 1942 the Lanham Act was conagivg administrative decree
to help families with child, and more specificalbjomen. In the same year the
Congress authorized the investment of $6 milliontfe creation of child care
facilities in order to help mothers who were workim the war production areas
(WPA). The development of such child care faciiti,kecame a matter of both
local and federal agencies, whose only effort wagaged for winning the war
and increase the production. They didn’'t care aleutking mothers and their
children or about the latter's education. Even giowomen were asking for the
maintenance of such facilities, when the War enthey were shut down and
women were sent back home as the role of womere trm&r men went back,
was to take care of their children and households.

More generally, the conditions of women within tdeited States came back to

the pre-war situation:

[...] But what happened when the war ended? Both amehwomen had heeded
their country’s call to duty to bring it to a suss&l conclusion. Yet men were
rewarded for their efforts and women punished lfi@irs. The returning soldiers
were given the G.I. Biif and other veteran benefits, as well as their ok

and a disproportionate share of the new ones ddayethe war economy.
Women, on the other hand, saw their childcare cendéesmantled and their
training programs ceased. They were fired or dethotelroves and often found

it difficult to enter colleges flooded with ex- Grnatriculating on government

8 The Lanham Act was passed by the Congress on 1846riginal function was to authorize
loans or grants at Federal level in order to supalolic works.

9 Freeman, J.The women’s liberation movement: its origins, stmes and ideas1971, p. 9.
http://library.duke.edu/digitalcollections/wimpc_mins01013/.

' The G.I. Bill was a law signed by President Roe#teim 1944. The aim of this law was to give
some benefits to World War |l veterans. It includiedv interest loans, low- costs mortgages, one
year of unemployment compensation and the paymeesttwol’s tuition (both high school and
university).
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money. Is it any wonder that they heard the mestaajetheir place was in the

home? Where else could they go. ? {-..]

1.3 American women in the 1950s

Even though they expected a total different reasilthey largely proved they had
the same capabilities as men, at the end of the Wéanen went back to their
previous occupations of loving mothers and wivethwhe only task to educate
their children and keep the house clean. Obviotistyclose- minded American
society wasn’t ready to detach itself from its ttiatal vision of womanhood.
Moreover, people thought that heroes coming baakehmeeded, in order to
avoid more unnecessary traumas, to start feelifegeggain in their pre-war social
structure.

In poor words: it was thought that people, but nyogtterans, needed to go back
to the lives they had before the atrocities of wa, and as the entire American
social organization was based on gender differeotiavomen should go back to
their houses.

Unfortunately things didn’t went back the way thvegre, but they got even worse
to the point that in this advanced society the @ogist Talcott Parsons (1902-
1979), in 1955, theorized a gendered model of tmily in which total
segregation was its defying feature. If men wengpssed to be high educated
skilled workers; women had to educate childrenarclthe house and “take care”
of their husband. Within the family the men hadatke decisions.

This vision of society was strengthened by both €&oment and mass media
campaigns as Meyerowitz writes in her 1984t June Cleaver, Women and
Gender in Postwar Americ&|...] Studies of postwar culture found that governine

propaganda, popular magazines, and films reinfotcaditional concepts of femininity

and instructed women to subordinate their interestisose of returning veterans [. 23»

L Freeman, Jop. cit., p. 9.
22 Mayerowitz, J.“Not June Cleaver, Women and Gender in Postwar Aca&r Philadelphia:
Temple University Press, 1994.
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The causes of this worsening women'’s situation 'dioinly lie in the end of the
Second World War but also in the insurgence ofsihecalled Cold War which,
with its nuclear treats, was scaring the entire Aca@ population.

What clearly happened is that the American socigignaged to create a
mythological image of its women who were represgntes lovely and gentle
souls always in perfect shape with beautiful hdiesses, and make up, baking or
cooking in an all-equipped kitchen while the chéidr(usually two: one boy and
one girl) were playing in the garden, obviously tivayj for their father.

Betty Friedan in her 1963 book entitl@the Feminine MystiqGéescribes how
women used to spend their day:

Ye Gods, what do | do with my time? Well, | get atpsix. | get my son dressed
and then give him breakfast. After that | wash disshnd bathe and feed the baby.
Then | get lunch and while the children nap, | sguwnend or iron and do all the
other things | can't get done before noon. Thendkcsupper for the family and
my husband watches TV while | do the dishes. Affiget the children to bed, |
set my hair and then | go to éd

Medias and magazines were the maximum perpetraibrsuch unfortunate
women condition. As argued by Friedan, on her sflidg Feminine Mystique
magazines were constantly reinforcing the commdimitien of the ideal woman,
as they were dramatically influenced by the Amerisaciety which was turning
more gendered than ever. In this period more tHa¥ ©f the advertisements
were showing women in their houses while doing stxmgse work, taking care
of the children, or honoring their husband. Frone tpictures below the
differences in advertisement’s women representationng the war and peace

period is astonishing:

% The concept of “Feminine Mistique” is used by Bditiedan to explain the differences between
the roles of men and women within the model ofAhgerican society.
%4 Friedan, B.“The Feminine Mistyque’New York: Norton, 1963.
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As we can see in the mid-40s women were represast@djual to men, in figure
2 a man and a woman are represented while eatmnglaimch together during the
lunch-break while wearing almost the same clothingfigure 1 the situation is
completely different: a very submissive woman whiaking to her husband his
breakfast. In this picture even the way in whicté #toman is represented (on her
knees) describes perfectly where the American miltaf the time positioned
women.
Women’s constructed irrationality was also refldcte the majority of the
advertising image of the time as they were alwaysrgyed while buying foods,
cleaning aids, cosmetics and clothing with a majeré besides them, as they
were in need of a manly, wise and rational sup&mis
Stressing from the 1950s advertisement’s pictu@ssirtney and Lockeretz in
their 1967 research-book entitledd Woman's Place: An Analysis of Roles
Portrayed by Women in Print Advertisingere able to find four women’s
stereotypes:

1. Women must stay at home and take care of theilyaand are considered

good women if they use a lot of cleaning productdliie house ;

% Courtney, LockeretZA woman'’s Place: An Analysis of Roles Portrayedvidgmen in Print
Advertising”, New York, Norton, 1967.
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2. Women are not able to take important decisions é@wample buy a
washing machine);

3. Women were constantly needed to be protected by men

4. Women were considered as sexual objects.
All these characteristics didn’t matched the realt (constructed) behavior of the
female sex: which means that in reality ladies didqent their entire day
cooking, cleaning, ironing and taking care of thefmldren. In reality after
bringing their children to school and spent thewmrning in cleaning the house
they didn’t had much to do so they would met inrtheuses. These very groups
of women, which without any doubt discussed abdweirtposition in such a
gendered society, are sometimes connected to ibe o& feminism in the late
1960s and early 1970s.

24



Chapter 2: Women and leadership

2.1. Women'’s resistance in the Abolitionist Era

In this thesis | will focus my attention on theeaf women in the Civil Rights
Movement. Before entering the main topic, | thitlatta brief mention on the
works of the African- American women who fought tbe abolitionists cause is
needed. The actions they made, the discriminaaodsthe dangers they faced are
the same of those that women of the Civil Rights/&foent had to endure.

White women such as Elisabeth Heyrick, Sarah angefma Grimkeé, Lucretia
Mott, Abbey Kelley, Elisabeth Margaret Chandlerdigy Maria Child and Maria
Weston Chapman were between the most fierce andaded abolitionists. These
women worked in direct contact with their AfricaAmerican colleagues, but
there were differences within them: if whites wefeeducated, middle and upper
class descendants, blacks were of uneducated amdb@ackground.

The majority of black women was illiterate, and ket for the entire day. This
situation prevented them from participate to theivaes promoted by the
abolitionists, but in spite of their difficult s@tions some of them did everything
they could, and put their lives in danger to helgitive slaves in their quest for
reaching northern states and in their search malirig a job.

As stated by Ellen Ginzburg MiglioriA% two of the most remembered of those
abolitionists are Sojourner Truth and Harriet Tubma

Sojourner Truth” was born enslaved around 1797 in Ulster Countyy Nerk
and became a free woman when slavery was abolishE®P7. Truth was born as
Isabella Baumfree, but changed her name in 1843 sifte had a religious vision
while working as a domestic. From that moment om décided she would have
dedicated her life to the abolitionist cause. Sheted traveling with other white
abolitionists in order to move people consciousniesgiake the American society

understand that slavery was its biggest sin. Aarimér slave she was able to list

% Migliorino Ginzburg, E.Donne contro la schiavitl. Le abolizioniste amene prima della
Guerra Civile” Piero Lacaita Editore, Manduri2002; Ginzburg Migliorino, E.,“La marcia
immobile. Storia dei neri americani dal 1770 al 09,7Selene Edizioni, Milano, 1994.

" Mabee, C.“Sojourner Truth: Slave, Prophet, LegenddYU Press, 1993, Kindle Edition.
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all the violences and brutalities she suffered éwbecause she was a woman (she
had thirteen between sons and daughters who wegalily sold to other masters,
she managed to keep her youngest daughter, Sophia).

White abolitionists used to encourage ex-slavemltotheir life’'s experiences to
the audience because first person narrative spedd the ability to be more
powerful and moving. They were more influentialclese the crowd was able to
see with their own eyes the man or the woman whib swffered for those
conditions, they were the incarnation of the rgadihd for that reason they were
more believable than the accounts made by the svhite

Even though Truth never learned to read and wslie,was quite an orator, as she
had the ability to charm and move the listener$ Wér speeches.

In her life as a free woman she fought in favorafmen and blacks’ rights.
When the feminist movement was created in Senedla, fea July 1848, she
spoke to theWoman’s Conventionn Worchester where a resolution, which
declared that the enslaved woman was the most @bwas approved.

One of her most important speeches is the one atie during thewWomen’s
Rights Conventioiin Akron, Ohio, which took place from the 280 the 28' of
May, 1851. The address, entitleflifi’'t | a woman?”argued that colored women
were the most exploited, while white women weresXactly as free as it was
commonly thought, because they were subjugated/Hhitgs’ traditional gendered

society:

[...] That man over there says that women need tbdhged into carriages, and
lifted over ditches, and to have the best placeyeweere. Nobody ever helps me
into carriages, or over mud-puddles, or gives mg laast place! And ain't | a

woman? Look at me! Look at my arm! | have ploughed planted, and gathered
into barns, and no man could head me! And ain‘tWoanan? | could work as

much and eat as much as a man - when | could getnidl bear the lash as well!
And ain't | a woman? | have borne thirteen childi@md seen most all sold off to
slavery, and when | cried out with my mother's fgni@ne but Jesus heard me!

And ain't | awoman? [.. 3

%8 http://www.feminist.com/resources/artspeech/genysojour.htm.
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Harriet Tubmaf® was herself an illiterate ex-slave who activelytisigpated to
the abolitionist cause. If Truth was more fund péaking in public, she rather
stayed behind the scene and helping escaping dlaveach the north.

Tubman was born in Dorchester County, Maryland,881. She was daughter to
Harriet Green and Benjamin Ross, who were botheslaand had other ten
siblings.

When she was fifteen she was hit by a one kilogadoject, with which the
plantation attendant wanted to harm another slakie.blow almost cost her life
and let her with a deep scar and episodes of remsgl According to Migliorind
this event is to be considered the catalyzer offineire actions. Finally, in 1849,
together with two of its brothers, Robert and Behre escaped.

Eventually she decided that she would have savedrige family, and she did it.
After leading her sister and her family up norththwthe help of her sister's
husband (who himself was escaped from the plamtainal was trying to save his
family), she escorted most of her family throughriiand and Delaware to
Pennsylvania.

In the following ten years she managed to helptaigeople between friends,
family and other slaves to reach the “free landhaBy, in 1857 she managed to
save her parents too.

It is estimated that she saved from Maryland arnidegunorth some three hundred

slaves. For this reason she is often referred ass#8d of its people”.

2.2. Being Black in a Southern white society

The White gendered American culture was ultimaeggimilated by the Black
community as African- American we’re trying to eselgregation. By the 1950s
American principles of respectability, gender rotgfferentiation, family,
education and beauty became sustained by the tyapbthe Black community.
African- American citizens followed the gender gioin of the society. Black men

were charged with the survival of the house ang thed to: work, be dressed

29 Clinton, C.,“Harriet Tubman: the road to freedom'Little, Brown & Co., 2004, Kindle
Edition.
%9 Migliorino Ginzburg, E.pp. cit.
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with fine clothes and have the most respectablenbels in order to contrast
white’s insinuation which depicted them as sexusdadants, child abusers,
kidnappers, thieves and Killers. Silently, they had endure to all white’s
defamations in order to protect their families &aste their lives speared.

If men were suffering such situation, things wevereworse for colored women.
They were facing a double discrimination: been anao and black. African-
American women had always been considered by Ammergociety less than
human, and this envision facilitated the flouri$liapes and murders toward them
on the account of the white male population.

Black women’s work force had historically been mative than the White’'s
one, but starting from the 1900 it became approptia married Black women to
leave their jobs and take care of the householdhei husband and of their
children. They basically should respect the stathddirthe Feminine Mistiqu&
with the only difference that they didn'’t lived annice middle-class suburb but in
slums, their children could not attend good schhesause they were born into
the southern segregated society where they codl@ttend the same schools as
their fellow whites. Anyway colored women tried dato be as perfect, well
mannered, educated and kind as they could no mhter hard the white
population tried to broke this equilibrium.

Black press helped the spread of such male augh@witexample journalists such
as Frida De Knight who wrote for one of the bestlisg magazine within the
African- American communityibony argued that not only a good woman should
take care of the house and of her children but stsmld be able to please her
man sexually and ease their psychological painbieen continually turned
impotent by the segregationist system.

In an article appeared in thhicago Defender’'st was suggested that women
should be perfectly dressed at breakfast so tleat than would leave for work
«[...] with an indelible memory of fresh, rose-likdew-kissed loveliness]...} which

would have helped him through the day and reinfahe®r marriage in order to

3. Friedan, B.pp. cit.
2 Ling, P. J., Monteith S. (2013Fender in the Civil Rights MovemeRoutledge, New York,
Kindle Edition. Pg.75.
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avoid that«[...] through her sloppy appearance and unsanitieption, she can drive
him to the liquor bars, the arms of another woma ¢r at court for a divorce®

The Arkansas State Pressated thag[...] with the coming of the summer we must all
work even more faithfully to keep lovely to look[at]»**.

What is worse here is that this very same magazaserun by Daisy Bates and
her husband L.C. Bates two of the main NAACP asts/ivho fought for Black’s
freedom in Little Rock.

Other magazine such @sinstated thak Marriage is a full time occupation that has to
be worked at to be successful [...]. Usually it's ifevown stupidity that deals her to the
short end of what might have been a lasting, hapmyiage.

Women were charged with the survival of: their naaye, their children and of
their household.

Such social division has without any doubt favotkd absence of women as
formal leaders within the movement, a position thas usually covered by some
Baptist Preacher, but, at the same time, it likalyored Black women to influence
their local communities as the role they occupiethiw the society made them
more trustworthy than big leaders.

According to Robnetf, African- American women becarbeidge leaders

If we put this ideology into the Civil Rights Movemt it's easy to understand
why activists usually appeared as fine and edugagegle: what's the best way to
end oppression, segregation and racism of Whiteeas? Show them that all
their believes about Black’s race are wrong, thaytare good, decent Americans
like anybody else. They have the same style, edugateligious believes and
ideals. Activists were convinced that by emulatigite’s behavior they would
have been more willing to accept Blacks as an mtgggand equal part of the
society. That's exactly what happened: a lot ofaaided Whites (they weren’t
segregationist but not even pro- equal rights)ddrimto non- segregationists, and

in some cases even activists.

3 vi.

** Ibidem.

** Ibidem.

% Robnett, B. African- American Women in the Civil Rights Movetn&854-1965: Gender,
Leadership and Micromobilizatigin «American Journal of Sociology», Volume 10dsde 6
(May 1996), 1661-1693.
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Such Black’s behavior is testified by one of thesmigonic pictures of the Civil
Rights Movement, the one portraying a well- manddtézabeth Eckford while
walking the street in order to arrive at her fidsty of school in a desegregated
High School while being escorted by a white womeswdl characterized by the
absence of a very female, superior and well- mathattitude.

Figure 3: Elisabeth Eckford surrounded by a crowd ofwhite women in Little Rock, 1957.

2.3. A gendered Civil Rights Movement

The image of the ideal woman, typical of the 19B@serican society, was
reflected in the Civil Rights Movement in which wemnis essential roles were
forgotten until the rise of feminism in the 1970&la980s. Even though feminists
managed to fill this historical misperception, Istil these days, when thinking
about the Movement the majority of people think wbsome male important

leaders such as Martin Luther King Jr. and Malcom X
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The reason for this lack of consciousness mightrddated to the history’s
selective memory that is to say to the ability émmember some facts in a very
clear and specific way while completely forgettioiipers. In this case while men
are well remembered, women are mostly forgotters Ttk in such a particular
type of memory needs to be created as it's madeyuhose who write about a
specific historical period. In the case of femaladR activists’ erase from history,
historians of the time were influenced by two lidksocial construction: the
American gendered white dominated culture- whiclegated female in the
households; and the Baptist's church tradition-awhsaw men as leaders and
women as helpers. Putting it in a more understdadalmy, women were
ultimately excluded from the early history of th&viCRights Movement because
it was a gendered crusade: the structures of t@naations, the mobilization of
resources, and more in general the entire experiehBlack female activists was
influenced by the hierarchical American construttaf society which explains

why women were supposed to occupy only domesticsabdrdinate positions.

There seem to be many parallels that can be draiwekn treatment of Negroes
and treatment of women in our society as a whold. iB particular, women

we’ve talked to who work in the movement seem ta@éeght up in a common-
law caste system that operates, sometimes subtbing them to work around or
outside hierarchical structures of power which reaglude them. Women seem
to be placed in the same position of assumed suratioh in personal situations

too. It is a caste system which, at its worst, asesexploits womeh

In addition to this gendered related reason (ferltitk of female leaders) there is
also a difference of perspectives: if Black men t@drio achieve racial equality to
obtain the same rights white men had, colored wodssired to fight also for the
equality of sexes as were endowed with a doubladdentage, consisting in
being women and African-American. Black women ware obstacle for both
white and black men as their actions could havenbdrboth the white gendered
system and blacks’ expectations for the movemehiegements (equal rights).
Following this path colored women were never alldwe occupy leadership

3" Hayden , C. and King M. Sex and Caste’in Liberation,November 18, 1965
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position (by Black males) even though they werekivy and acting as such.
Men did recognized women’s leadership capabiliiesas a direct consequence
of the gendered societal American construction,ughd that their role as
movement advocates should be similar to that tloeered in their families and
households: those of local activity organizationsicl included recruitment,
fundraising, and working for the committees.

The “sisters in strugglé® managed to overcome social class barriers by wgrki
together, no matter their social status. Among theere were: housewives,
domestic workers, beauticians, secretaries, shappers, students, school
teachers, professors and many others. Those samenysuch as such as Rosa
Parks® and Jo Ann Robinsdh are now to be considered the founders of the

Movement.

2.3.1. Women as bridge leaders

Women were prevented from formal leadership whiokans that within the

various Civil Rights organizations they usually mtdhave any representative
roles. Their social possibilities in the organiea8 were the reflection of the
society which automatically implies the fact thdte tchances for women’s
participation were controlled by men and for thiatited.

Such pattern can be found in all movement’s orgdiunas such as the SCLC, the
MIA and the SNCC.

Even though women weren’t considered as formal deadhey were usually

recognized according to Belinda Robfe#sbridge leaderghat is to say leaders
with the capacity to link different people with dige social and cultural

backgrounds. As Sacksargues, colored women didn't recognize themsehses
leaders as they actively chose to work quietlyafuhe spotlight. In her study she

¥ How female activists referred to themselves.

% parks, R. and Haskins “Rosa Parks: My story” Puffin, 1999.

“°Robinson J. A. and Garrow D. ‘Montgomery Bus Boycott and the Women who stattetié
Memaoir of Jo Ann RobinsonUniversity of Tennessee Pr, 1987, Kindle Edition.

“! Robnett, B.pp. cit.

42 Sack, K. “Carrying by the hours” Urbana, University of lllinois Press, 1988; Sakk,and
Remy D.,"My troubles are going to have trouble with meéNew Brunswick, N. J., Rutgers
University Press, 1984.
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ultimately redefines the general definition of leehip by assuming that leaders
are someone able to guide people who trust andhipoteem even without an
official endorsement.

The importance of such kind of leadership is tddaend in the essential role the
Movement played in connecting the deepest parhefsiegregationist Southern
States with the core of the Civil Rights Movement.

In the rural South all the attempts for the achimeget of equal rights had ended
up strengthening the segregationist order wheren d@kie acts of voting had
become a threat for the lives of Black people. Aftese reprisals Black rural
communities felt that unlike in the big cities thenly way to survive the regime
was to live following the white segregationist mld his situation which helped
the spread of a feeling of helplessness was acaentuby the geographical
position of these areas which precluded them taiolstational attention.

Another problem was related by the fact that th@lraommunities were hardly
penetrable by external individuals as they wereallgiskeptical towards people
coming from other realities.

Robnetf® underlines that it is in this very rural contelxat the role of women as
bridge leaderss to be considered essential since, unlike inbilgecities, people
were more likely to follow the lead of someone thested to, and had developed
some kind of connections with the local communitiegher than some
charismatic representatives with no interest inrthecial context. Ministers in
those cases were not considered at the bases loctieactivism. On the contrary
they were suspected of working with white segregasts under the belief that
any kind of protest against the establishment wwasat God’s will.

As previously stated, bridge leaders were the o Wwelped the central
organization and such communities to connect. Ratig this path, Septima
Clark** managed to create a relationship with the ruratroanity thanks to the
foundation of the Citizenship Education Program hadability to develop some

personal attachment with those people.

“3 Robnett, B.pp. cit.
* See chapter 3, p. 59.
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Clark had the capability - no one had - to undexstéhat Black people in rural
communities were conscious of their racial inequddut had no idea on how to
legally «fight» for their rights because they wiaeking education. Looking from
a bridge leaders’ perspective, Clark had the atgézimelt people’s needs with
the movement’s goals.

Bridge leaders were usually helped by local womenentering the rural
community, for the entire process of recruitment,mobilizing people and in
raising money.

Thanks to their relations with multiple organizaso which allowed them to be
more independent from the principal actors of thevement and free from the
hierarchical limitations, they also managed to lbeecthe souls of the entire
process of recruitment in small southern cities iwh@eople believed more to a
woman than to a preacher. The importance these wia received by the local
Black population is to be connected to their apith work together no matter
their social/educational background. They usedaweehmeetings in one of their
houses where they set their information campaign.

Local and bridge leaders represented the missing lbetween elderly black
citizens who thought the movement was a merely aiedreation and the young
who were hoping for a change. Women were moretsthto local communities
while male leaders considered other external aspsoth the political and
strategic ones. In the history of the movement womere more preoccupied
about the working-class and poor citizens, andHat they were at the bases of
the creation of civic feelings.

Those are the reason why some historians now dhgievithout female activism
the development of the Civil Rights Movement woublave never achieved the

proportion it actually had.
2.3.2. The role of women in Civil Rights Organizatins
The Civil Rights Movement was composed by differassociations, which one

of them had a different charter, and different riné structures but all of them

aimed to the achievement of equal rights for bleitkens.
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Such variety allowed women to have different rodasl possibilities which
mainly changed whether the leadership was comitigrefrom the black church
or from some student associations.

Here are represented some examples of women |égasrémitations in four

important Civil Rights Organizations: the NAACPgtlSCLC, the MIA and the
SNCC.

1. The National Association for the Advancement of el People
(NAACP) was founded by Moorfield Storey, Mary Whifington, and
W.E.B. Du Bois, in 1909, with the aim of focusingtional support on the
injustices and illegalities deriving from the agpliion of the Jim Crow
laws in Southern States. Even though the final tiffpu its creation is
connected to the 1908 Springfield, lllinois, Rac®tR, its routes are
traceable to the 1905 Niagara Moveni&of which W.E.B. Du Bois was
part of.

Its aim was to provide Black Citizen with legal oseling when they
needed. The fact that most of the associates wamyel or legal
counselor made the NAACP to be perceived as aistedi$sociation. As
usual women were not as appreciated as they shawiel been and were
usually excluded from the organizational meetingwhich decisions
regarding the activities of the Organization wexleen. Even if they were
excluded from formal leadership, local branch l|eadend field
secretaries were able to act with some sort ofpeddence from the core,
autonomy that would have proven their job to beeetsal for the entire
movement.

2. The Southern Christian Leadership Conference (SCk&3 the direct
result of black preachers’ interconnections duriing Montgomery Bus
Boycott. At the Conference’s first meeting on Jagua957 it was
decided that the church would have been considiésdégal base. The

SCLC'’s aims were to end segregation without udegforce and to help

* Crouthamel, J. LThe Springfield Race Riot of 1988 The Journal of Negro History», vol. 45,
n. 3, July 1960, pp. 164- 181, http://www.jstor/stgble/2716259.

46 Jones, A., African American Civil Rights: Early Activism antiet Niagara Movement”
Praeger, 2011, Kindle Edition.
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NAACP’s activities. The fact that at the basis lbé torganization there
was the Black Church, automatically implied thatmvem wouldn't be
able to fill the same roles men did. For instattack ministers, thanks to
their position had more sources than women hady ttwld easily
organize meetings -as they had churches, call oplpeas they had a
concrete influence on them, and raise money. Albootunities that
women didn’t had.

The SCLC’s actions usually included peaceful tacte promote equal
rights in the South mainly: boycotts and sit-ins.

Ministers occupied the higher levels within theamgation while women
despite of their involvement could only actively bevolved, at high
levels, in two area: the fund- raising departmend ahe Citizenship
Educational Program.

No matter what their experience was, women wer&esyaically left out
of the decision making process. This behavior becelear when thinking
about how Ella Bakéf, an experienced activist, was treated by the
Organization. Baker was hired as the acting dirdoto only temporary as
ministers hoped to hire a more “suitable” men.

Martin Luther King, himself, who had been presidefthe organization
right from its beginning in 1957 (and would haveneened such until his
murder in 1968), in a letter written to Septima rklargued that even
though women had some leadership potential they wesated to take
care of their husband, and children.

3. The Montgomery Improvement Association (MIA) waseated on
December 8, 1955, following the arrest of Rosa Parks, by ENixon,
Martin Luther King, and Ralph Abernathy. It was &ucch led
organization with only one woman in high office. eltonly higher
position women managed to achieve were those inwbkare and
membership committee as they hold the same positiochurches.
Female activists were limited in their actions bgit male fellows. Once
again it was generally acknowledged that womenléadership skills but

" See Chapter 4, p. 83.
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their services were more needed for internal dutied neighborhood
activities. Women were primary involved in actigistrecruitment,

fundraising and community welfare and those actiovexe usually

transformed into anecdotal tales.

. The Student Nonviolent Coordinating Committee (SN@{ned to give

students more voice within the Civil Rights Movermédaven though it
wasn’t a church-led organization and for that realsad no hierarchical
structures, women were mostly excluded from ledderpositions too.

The leader was appointed toward a rotating chastesy and the
organization was endowed with an executive commibiet from 1960 to
1965 all executive secretaries and chairs werengiwenen. All the major
positions were occupied by men. Once again, womere wonsidered
capable for the job but it wasn't considered appate for a woman to
help ruling positions. Some men argued that womdn’tdwanted such

responsibility but from women’s account a totalfetiént perspective
emerges. As a direct consequence of this missedernglsip women

decided to do the field work and be in touch witkople. With the

expanding of the SNCC, in the second half of the, &@ore experienced
leaders were needed, so suddenly women becameéleligr the job.

Women became project directors but were still disicrated as they were
usually prevented to oversee to more than one Y@k while men did

more than three. Even though they faced all possistrictions women
were an essential part of the organization and tledés were not less

important than those of men.

2.3.3. Rosa Parks and Jo Ann Robinson

In 1955 Rosa Parf&was a forty-two years old seamstress and NAACE#tisiat,

more specifically she was secretary to the Montggreader E. D. Nixon.
In the early and mid- 1950s the NAACP’s MontgomBranch, together with the

Women Political Council (WPC) were focusing theictians against the

*® Parks, R. and Haskins Jp.ait.
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segregated conditions in public transportationMiontgomery, Alabama, which

according to Parks were:

[...] very painful, very humiliating, and the drivemsade very good use of it. Our
city ordinance, of course, says that a driver hai&e powers in which he can
enforce segregation by moving his passengers. idldsires a person to move
from one seat, there should be another for thisqgreto take it. If a colored
person is sitting too near the front or somewhezarnthe white person should

take it; this person is ordered from a seat shdwalde another one available.

[...].%

Before Parks’ arrest, which, eventually, would ggren the Montgomery Bus
Boycott, representatives of both Civil Rights Ongations had met with some
city officials, complaining about the mortifying dmundignified conditions which
the Black population- pregnant women, children,abisd and older people
included- had to suffer when using public transgioot.

At the end of the meeting the Black committee aelyeived few loose promises.

As a result things got even worse:

As late as March 1955, when this fifteen- year- @ildlin Montgomery, a

high school girl was arrested for not giving upeats even much further to
the rear of the bus than | was; she was handcatfeldtaken to jail and of
course tried and found guilty on at least threent®@and put on probation.
And there was another arrest in the fall, abouo@et, of a teenage girl
who refused to give up a seat, I'm sure to stand,she paid her fin®.

When Parks was arrested on DecemiSerl955, for not surrendering her seat in
the city bus no. 2857 she wasn’t acting on behiathe NAACP or of the WPC,
otherwise her defiance would have consisted incagraction, which wouldn’t

ended up with her arrest.

9 Davis W. Houch, Davis E. DixoWYomen and the Civil Rights Movement, 1954-1965
University Press of Mississippi. Kindle Edition,p@12- 831.
%0 Ipidem.
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She was sitting in the central part of the bust wes designated as division line
between races (whites on the front and black orb#uk), and which was usually
utilized when the bus was full. She didn’t sit imetwhite’s seats. The driver
ordered her to stand up and leave the place toit® wian, she refused and as a
consequence of that refusal she was arrested aed that very same night.
Thanks to the helpful hand of Clifford Durr, an issggregationist white lawyer,
who bailed her out, and E.D. Nixon, who later pregathe lawsuit which would
have ended up in the Supreme Court announcemeheainconstitutionality of
segregation in public transportation, she was seldeom prison that very same
night.

The Montgomery bus boycott started on DecemBefl855 and in that very same
day Martin Luther King Jr. spoke in favor of Rosarl® representing her as a
good, decent woman as the standard of the domsoarty dictated her to be.
The boycott was one of the most extraordinary exesaipf non- violent
resistance that can ever been recalled in hisfuying this protest thousands of
blacks refused to use the public transportatiorésvises, and instead used
bicycles, shared cars or even just walked to reéhehcity center, school, work,
their houses and whatever other place they waotgd.t

This is only a part of the entire story, or at tethe part we know. In our minds
the Montgomery bus boycott started with Rosa Parkswas carried on by King,
and the NAACP, but there’s also a second pointiefvvthe one of Jo Ann
Robinson’, president of the Women’s Political Council (WPC).

Histories of the Montgomery Bus Boycott of 1955-@9gpically focus on Rosa
Parks, who refused to yield her bus seat to a whde and a youthful Martin
Luther King Jr., who became the spokesman for thackb community
organization set up to pursue a boycott of Montggteesegregated city busses.
In an important revision of the traditional accquihtis extraordinary personal
memoirs reveals for the first time the earlier amate important role played by a

group of middle-class black Montgomery women iratirey the boycott [...}?

> Robinson J. A., and Garrow D. dp. cit.
%2 |bidem p. 45.
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The WPC was founded in 1946 by Mary Fair Burks witl aims of: supporting
black’s civic involvement, extending black’s votinggistration and lobbying city
representatives in order to erase racist polidcred.950 Burks was succeeded by
Jo Ann Robinson. Initially it was composed by soflack middle class
individual and later broadened and became publid985 when one of its
members, Rosa Parks, was arrested.

The Council was designing the Boycott for long tibefore it actually started. In
1953 Mrs. Robinson made clear, together with sortieeroactivists of the
NAACP, to some city official that Blacks were suffgy abuses from some bus
drivers; transport regulations obliged black cmize® get off of the bus after
having paid their tariff and get in from the baaod with the result that the driver
often left before they entered the bus. In 1954 siwe a letter with which she
warned the mayor that twenty-five local organizasiavere ready to start the bus
boycott if nothing would have changed.

When Robinson heard about Parks’ arrest she sepmatted, using the Alabama
State College copy shop, some ten thousand copias anonymous leaflet in
which it was stated that another black woman hamwh lzgrested for not giving her
seat to a white citizen and that all African- Ancans were invited not to use
public transportation from that very same day on.d@wn she organized, along
with other women of the WPC, colleagues and collgédent, the distribution in
schools, markets, barbers, beauty shops and cAtéswo in the afternoon,
whether they knew it by reading the leaflet or bgrdvof mouth, every black in
Montgomery knew about the project.

No one seemed to know from where those notes ceong but they didn't care
as every African- American and non-segregationlsteg were secretly joyful.
That day servants, working in the houses of whitead, without been seen, the
leaflet and immediately burned it and continuedirthebs as nothing had
happened in order to keep the protest secret.

The majority of the leaflets had been distributedlack women’s beauty shops
as most of them were Civil Rights activists and rbera of the NAACP and used
to distribute materials that would have helped kdao register and vote.
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Black beauticians were independent from whites amae educated than the
average humble workers. Whether they had a salerodeed in their houses they
were free from white’s control as they didn’t wodki®r them. Such women could
speak freely to other women and were able to eageuthem to become activists
or register for voting.

The protest ended on December® 211956, and segregation in public

transportation was finally declared unconstitutiona
2.3.4. The story of Emmett and Mamie Till

All the actions women engaged were in need of &epeuse of persuasion and
rhetoric, two aspects of which they were well awaikeWWomen used to speak a
lot to their local community but those speechesraréonger to be found as the
entire media structure (both black and white) fecumainly on national relevant
ones such as the immortal “I have a dream” giveMbytin Luther King Jr. in the
1963 Washington DC Civil Rights March. This mediascurantism helped the
loss of the majority of women public talks whicmcactually only been recalled
by personal memories and a few unprofessional dathagcordings. Memories
given by meetings’ participants have been helpirsgohans in defining bridge
leaders’ work as an everyday invisible and unhaémaggle. Those few speeches
(given by women at national level) were also ceeduy the already explained
presence of sexism and in particular by the Bldukch sexism. From the few we
have left, it is undeniable the fact that womenduse start from some painful
personal facts such as the loss of their belovezb an order to create a deep
emotional connection with the audience that wowddfully enlarge the wings of
the Movement.

One of the best examples (in this perspectivehaesspeech given by Mamie Till
Bradley. On October 291955, five weeks from the end of the “rightful’ailr
which had found the murders of her son, J. W. Mimd Roy Bryant, estranged
to the killing, Mamie Till found the courage to gi\a speech to the NAACP in
Baltimore. With Bobo’s death her goal in life be@ugetting other children and

41



their families to become more aware of the segiegatproblem so they could
avoid ending up as her child.

Emmett TilP®> was a 14 years-old African- American boy from @igic who
wanted to spend some extra time with his relativedoney, Mississippi. His
mother, Mamie Till, didn’t wanted him to go as skeew his son wasn’t
acquainted with the southern segregated societyyshy well knew as she was
born down there. Ultimately, she reluctantly allalw@s only child to go and stay
to uncle’s Mose. Bobo arrived in Money on August, 21955 and a week later at
2:30 in the morning, he was taken from his uncleisse and later killed by two
white men: Roy Bryant and his half- brother J.Wldvh.

It was reported that the boy went, along with hisigins and some friends, to
Bryant’s grocery and meat market were Roy Bryawife, Carolyn Bryant, was
working. Emmett allegedly made eyes to Mrs. Brysmtthe men of the family
decided to punish the fourteen year old boy bynglkiis life. They tortured him
for days and finally beat him to death and shotifetess body.

Bobo’s body was later found in the TallahatchiedRiv

During her speech, she gave a detailed descrigifoher son’s lifeless body
condition at the Chicago Obituary and underlinegltiard time she had during the
identification.

The first thing that struck my attention was a tash in his forehead. It was big
enough for me to stick my hands through. | saig thest have done this with an
ax. | saw something that | imagine was his bramsrdthere. Then | looked over
here and | saw a gash that was so large you coaldright through and tell that
every tooth in the back had been knocked out. [Bul. Emmett didn’t have any
back teeth at all, he just had about 6 perhapit agross the front. | could tell
because his mouth had been chocked open. His tomgseout. His lips were
twisted and his teeth were bared just like a smgudiog’s. [...]. And then | looked
at his nose. There was another hole. | noticeshiaebody had the nerve to put a
bullet in his brain. | wondered why they wasteduldt because surely it wasn't

necessary. [...]. And | looked at his one eye oveehthat was bulging out. His

>3 Till-Mobley M., Benson C., Jackson JQeath of Innocence: The Story of the Hate Crimatth
Changed Americg’Random House, 2011, Kindle Edition.
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eyes were very light in color, and | said that @ety is his eye. And then |

looked over here it seemed that the right eye heehlpicked out with a nut

picker, so | couldn’t really go by that.

[...]. That's when | walked around on the left-handesof him and looked. It

looked as if somebody had taken a criss- cros® kanfl gone insane on the left

side of his face. It was beat into a ptiip.

Emmett’s murder had such an important impact oretitee community (not only
African- American) that more than five thousandzeibs arrived to the parlor to
pay him their respects. The day of the funeral es@&rent even stronger as the
entire city of Chicago was blocked by the crowd whanted to attend the
function.

Such a multitude gave Mamie Till the courage taalegone who mourned his son
to see what some white Mississippians had donettditie boy. She stated that
[...] as long as we cover these things up they'regod keep on happening [...1»The
decision to let anyone see Emmett's corpse, togetite a holiday period, caused
a two days delay in his burial. In those days ntbasm 600.000 people went to the
church, the majority of whom, both men and womett, $ick or fainted at the
sight of the body. No human being could ever dotwiva Mississippi's men had

done to Bobo.

Those people walked twenty- four hours a day. [ told that the traffic was

tied up from Saturday afternoon until Tuesday atdlose of the funeral. People
were interested. They wanted to know what was ha@pge One would go out

and tell another and more than 600.00 people lo@eBmmett Louis (Bobo)

Till.

When they walked in that church, they had one rigelBut when they looked

down in that casket, they got another. Men fairged women fainted. I'm told

that one out of every ten went to their knees auith be carried out. [..2.

*Davis W. Houch, Davis E. DixonWomen in the Civil Rights Movement, 1954-196#iversity
Press of Mississippi. Kindle Edition, pos. 482- 581

*5 |bidem pos. 582.

*% |bidem pos. 593.
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In the wake of the murder few newspapers, bothdmedwrite about the
Mississippi’'s eventThe Logansporin Indiana, theBrownsville the Wacq the
GalvestonandEl Pasoin Texas, th&Racineand theSheboygarn Wisconsin, the
Oxnard in California and thd.owell in Massachusetts they all reproduced the
story that was given by th&ssociated Press Mississippi, which in poor words
was: a young fourteen years old Black was kidnamdest whistling to a white
married woman; his body was found three days l&et. one of those articles
were published in newspaper’s front page whichm@hith the poor lines used to
describe the facts, didn’t helped the spread ohtwes at national level.

The massive participation to Emmett's funeral caitlthe ignored by the media,
though. Pictures of this young corpse were pubtisie some of the most
important magazines of Chicago so that anyone whaic felt compassion not
only for this mother and her baby boy but alsotfe¥ entire African American
community which every day was fighting and prevegtthe happening of such
inhuman actions. The images of a disfigured an@aognizable Bobo, published
by theJetand theChicago Defender;sshocked the non-segregationist part of the
American society. Things were about to take arrmatggonal perspective.

This was the first time Northern people, both Blacid white, saw directly what
was happening in the Southern racist states- wihiahks to their distance from
the core, a.k.a. Washington, thought they were imeminom the jurisdiction of
the Federal Government. No dismembered bodies,ther pictures had ever
came out of Mississippi, and Emmett's obviously mwasupposed to, but this
time a child from the North was killed, so hididgeir actions wouldn’t be easy.
Everyone had always known, or at least had heavdtathe situation in Southern
states and in this case in Mississippi, but nogamed enough to move.

The point is: if you don't see, you'll cover youlfseith a veil of hypocrisy- “I
heard so, but it can’'t be, | don't believe it, litapossible!”- but, if you see with
your own eyes, the same eyes you use to look addhgat the mountains, or to
read, than you can’t concealed yourself, you havtake a stand.

When the murder trial against Bryant and Milamtsthon September 191955

it didn’t seemed that the two were worried abow@t thurder inquiring, what was
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worse was that the entire white community andut&ljcal system (cops, sheriff,
lawyers, judges) seemed to support, or at leastyjukeir actions.

Mamie Till was harshly criticized for been therd bhe didn’t cared because been
present in court was the only thing she could e for her late son.

For the first time the Northern press came dowddoument the event. The trial
opened in Sumner, Mississippi and the selectedvay composed by only white

southerner citizens.

Mr. Milam and Mr. Bryant went to the washroom ur@sed without

handcuffs. They had their children on their lapsl #mey spanked them
playfully. They hugged their wives and kissed thmaibthers. They were
just privileged characters. Than we had this jinat tooked alike, well |

just can'’t really tell you what they looked alikBut the way that they
looked at us, you'd have thought we came from cspearce.

The big question in their mind was, what businadsaé have down there.
It was Mississippi’'s problem and Mississippi wasngoto handle it. But
without the newspapers and the press news agettogrg, never would

have been a trial in Mississippi [.2].

During the inquiring both whites and blacks werteiviewed by the judge, but
African- American testimonies were poorly considees in the cases of Willie
Reed and Amanda Bradley who had respectively healidring and whipping in

Milam’s Barn. In the speech Mamie Till remembereeeR deposition during the

trial:

Little Willie Reed stood up there and told he samnrkett Till in the back of a
truck that Mr. Milam was in. he describes how themeze four white men in the
cab and four colored men in the back. One of thegecolored people, he said,
was my boy. He was sitting in the floor of the #ukle recognized him from a
picture that he saw in the newspaper. [...] WillieeResaw Mr. Bryant when he
got out of the truck [...] and he also heard a lohorse out of the barn. He heard

a voice screaming. He heard a boy crying for Higs tialling for his mother and

*"vi, pos. 656.
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calling on God. He heard him begging for mercy &edheard the blows that
were being struck on the boy. [...] He also saw Milaim walk up to the pump

with a gun still around his waist. It was the sagne he had when he went to my
uncle’s house and took the boy out of bed. [...] tyrebon there was no more

noise>®

Within the whites statements the one given by cpsheriff H. C. Strider, when
he doubted that the disfigured body belonged to Ethrill, was the most
wrongful and unrespectable one. He argued thabdloly found was most likely
that of a eighteen years old who had been in themfar the past four or five
days.

On September 33 the trial ended and both Milam and Bryant wenenfb “not
guilty”.

Protests aroused in the Northern States, people pm@testing against both the
segregationist systems, which allowed two murdeterdive freely, and its
institutions which were clearly undemocratic: agadshould have never cleared
two men on whose count there were serious anddegabsitions of guilt, and a
sheriff who after swearing in the Bible had gavialae testimony.

The fact had also an international consequence.tlf@nday of the verdict
thousands of people in Paris participated to a egtotorganized by the
International League against Ractérand denounced both the Mississippi court
for the acquittal of the two assassins and the Agarrgovernment for not taking
a stand with the process discharge. They arguddiitiathis sentence the judge
had legalized the lynching.

As the Congressman Adam Clayton Pofileditated both European and African
were horrified by the resolution of the trial whiglould inevitably had ruin the
US credibility abroad.

%8 |vi, pos. 812.

¥ The International League against Racism and ASgimitism or LICRA (Ligue Internationale

Contre le Racisme et I'Antisémitisme) was founded927 with the aims of fighting xenophobia,
exclusion and intolerance.

0 Adam Clayton Powell Jr.: November 29, 1908 — Agrill972 was an American politician and
Baptist pastor.
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How can a country describe itself as the “land reeflom” or the “bulk of a
perfect democracy”, which it wants to export by umying other lands, if its own
citizens have not the same rights? It can't.

Things got even worse when on Januar{), 2956 Milan and Bryant during an
interview withLook magazine admitted the kidnapping, the torturing e final
killing of Emmett Till. Even though rage was grogiwithin the entire black and
white non-segregationist communities there wasingtmstitutions could do as
the two murderers were protected by the Double akelgpClause which states
that no one can be tried more the one time fosémee crime.

The murder of Emmett Till, along with Rosa Park#iaag is to be considered a
catalyzer for the development of the entire movemeictivists identified
themselves with him because in 1955 they had theessge. What happened to
Emmett could have happened to each one of them.

Such brutal killings weren’t unusual in the deepestuth, especially in
Mississippi, but were always covered up by locatimeFor this murder, things
went in a very different way as Bobo was not alseut Black boy but a northern
one. Up north Black people were considered integgpant of the society which
means they had the same rights as whites, thdawhesas equal for any race and
no one would have never avoid a conviction for reandst because the victim
was an African- American.

This unacceptable murder had such an importanhaese that Bob Dylan wrote,
produced and recorded a song, entitfEde Death of Emmett Till”in which he
describes all the facts as they developed and givesrning to the nation:

Twas down in Mississippi

Not so long ago Some men they dragged him to
When a young boy from a barn

Chicago Town And there they beat him up

Walk in a southern door They said they had a reason
This boy's fateful tragedy But | disremember what

We should all remember well They tortured him and did some
The color of his skin was black things

And his name was Emmett Till Too evil to repeat
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There was screamin' sounds
inside the barn
There was laughin' sound out on

the street

They dragged his body to a
gulch

Amidst a bloodred rain

And they threw him in the
waters wide

To cease his screaming pain
The reason that they killed him
there

And I'm sure it ain't no lie

He was a blackskin boy

So he was born to die

And so to stop these United
States

Of yelling for a trial

Two brothers they confessed
that they

Killed poor Emmett Till

But on the jury there were men
Who helped the brother commit
this awful crime

And so this trial was a mockery

But nobody seemed to mind

| saw the morning paper

But | could not bear

To see the brothers smiling

On that courthouse stairs

For the jury found them

innocent

And the brothers they went free
Whilt Emmett's body floats the
foam

Of a Jim Crow southern sea

If you can't speak out against
this kind of thing

A crime that's so unjust

Your eyes are filled with
deadman’s dirt

Your mind is filled with dust
Your arms and legs, they must
be in shackles and chains

And your blood it must cease to
flow

For you'd let this human race
Sink so God-awful low

This song is just a reminder

To tell my fellow man

That this kind of thing still lives
today

In that ghost-robed Klu Klux
Klan

But if we all then think alike

If we give all we can give

We'd make this Great land of
ours

An even greater place to livé.

*' “The Death of Emmett Till'Song first

sang by Bob Dylan on February 1962.
Track included in his 2010 recot@he

Bootleg Series Vol. 9- the Witmark Demos
1962-1964";
https://www.antiwarsongs.org/canzone.php?
lang=it&id=6910;
http://law2.umkc.edu/faculty/projects/ftrials/
till/tiIlSONG.html.
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2.4. The March on Washington

When Kennedy expressed his intention to pass a @ Rights legislation
(during his February 28 1963 remark), African-American leaders started to
organizing a March, with the aim of focusing nasibattention to the problem
and helping their cause.

The March on Washington for Jobs and Freefoimok place on August 38
1963, on the same day Emmett Fillvas killed eight years before. It was the
biggest gathering the Civil Rights Movement managedorganize. Almost
250.000 people marched in the Capital asking tp $t@ political and social
injustices African-Americans were still facing aftene hundred years from the
Emancipation.

The organizers decided that it would be a peadefaich, in line with Martin
Luther King non-violence principle. Anyway, intefmaarshals were trained in
order to keep the order between the crowd if thent/would have requested it.
When the multitude reached the Lincoln Memorialjangéeaders took the stand
and gave their speech. The people who took the stage: Rev. Patrick O’Boyle,
A. Philip Randolph, Dr. Eugene Carson Blake, Jolawis, Walter Reuther,
Rabbi Uri Miller, Whitney M. Young, Matthew AhmarRoy Wilkins, Rabbi
Joachim Prinz and Martin Luther King.

That afternoon, King was the last speaker. No dse wanted to give the final
speech because they thought that by noon all thdiamweould have gone, but
King stepped in. In the original program he wassthedule to speak but as
Medgar Evers, who was supposed to talk was asséssion June 12 1963, he
decided to take his place.

While King was giving his remark, Mahalia Jackséoosl out form the stage and
asked King to talk about “the dream”. King who didsrogrammed to give that
speech decided to satisfy Jackson’s request arg thavunforgettable speeth

have a dream”.

2Jones, P. WThe March on Washington: jobs, freedom, and thgdtten history of the Civil
Rights”, New York, W. W. Norton & Company.
% See subchapter 2.3.3, p. 37.
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The March on Washington was undoubtedly a powedction, and some
historians argue that it functioned as a catalgstitie passing of the 1964 Civil
Rights Act and the 1965 Voting Rights Act, but wanweere missing.

Like the Movement, the March proven itself gendefegmale leaders were asked
to march together with the male leaders’ wives, amdbrder to avoid this
circumstance they programmed a parallel paradehaiould have flown into the
biggest one at Lincoln Memorial. While the main g was marching down
Pennsylvania Avenue, female leaders such as Raka Bad Daisy Bates were
advancing toward Independence Avenue.

When they joined the stage male leaders honorey fivé female leaders:
Mahalia Jackson, Daisy Bates, Diane Nash, RosasRar#d Gloria Richardson,
the others were not even mentioned. Women wersat@duled to give important
speeches to the crowd, all but Daisy Bates who es@okne- hundred forty-two
words in front of the crowd.

From 1963 a lot of marches had been taken, anktist was on the January®21
2017, Women’s March on Washington. As stated bydiganizers the idea for
such a protest came from a Hawaiian grandmotherasked forty of her friends
to go to Washington with her and protest againstiew President. Those friends
of her called on other friends, and soon the pritiposbroke the social networks
where coordinating groups were created.

As a result, it is estimated that more than 500888ple, men and women of all
ages took part to the event in Washington.

Unlike the other Marches which only took placeimgte cities, this one managed
to organize protests in fifty-one American Statewl dwo inhabitated states
(Guam and Puerto Rico) for a total of 465 marchethé United States to which
have to be added the other 600 that spread arbenddrld.

Marchers were protesting in favor of Women CivigRis, and as far as American
were concerned against President Trump’s elecAotually, American citizens
were protesting because women'’s rights, togethdr thiose of other minorities,

are put at stake by the new elected President.
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2.5. South- African women: united for freedom

At first sight it appears that all of the Civil Ritg Movement’s enterprises were
masterfully developed by both their leaders andwoizers, but looking closer it is
clear that some of the most famous actions thegmiook were inspired by other
movement’s actions. This is the case of the MonggmBus Boycoft' and of the
March on Washingtdhi.

If the 1955 Montgomery Bus Boycott was inspired thg South-African 1952
Defiance Campaign, the glorified 1963 March on Wagton was constructed
around the 1956 Women March on Pretoria.

Stressing from those facts a small parenthesisoannthS African women activism
is overdue.

«Wathint" abafazi wathint’ imbokodg»who touch a woman, touch a rogk”
these are the worlds South-African women sang whdeching toward the Union
Buildings, headquarter of the racist government bgd Johannes Gerhardus
Strijdonf®, in Pretoria, on August™ 1956.

In 1956 South Africa was still controlled by the ddern” British Crown which
was supported or didn’t bother to stop the apadthegime. Such administration
found its basis on the very creation of the Soaffinican Union in 1910 when the
white European minority (less than the 21% of thpytation) was ruling over the
60% black majority and on other small ethnicitiesainly Indians). Blacks,
mulattoes and Indians were prevented from havingratationships with whites
except working for them, this meant that they cailldachieve decent jobs.
Interracial marriages were strictly forbidden arkte tpresence of non-white
people, in urban areas was kept under control. kBlagere ultimately banned
from voting and obliged to live in townships (saft slums where the Black
population was obliged to live) controlled by thaipe. Following this apartheid
regime, in 1913 the government, in the Orange Btde, tried to introduce

monthly renewable passes for women, living in thens, who needed to reach

% See subchapter 2.3.2. p. 34.

% See subchapter 2.4. p. 50.

® July 14th, 1893- August 24th, 1958. He was the Sthth- African Prime Minister and
remained in charge of the government from NovarB8, 1954 to August 2% 1958.

51



the urban center of the city. Women replied by emilhg signature, planning
protests (hundreds got arrested) and with othexr afctivil disobedience which
went on, with decreasing iteration, for the follogiseven years. Finally, the
request for passes was pulled back up until theD498hen the government
engaged some oppressive actions strictly direciedrd the Black majority.

In 1952 the Native Laws Amendment Act was issudds Taw forbad Africans to
remain in the urban area for more than seventydwwars unless they: lived
permanently in the same district for more thareéft years; had been working
for the same chief for the same amount of yearsiese born there. This situation
had a direct consequence on women too as they oolydive there if they were
married to one of those men allowed to, or were taved daughters.

In the same year the Native Abolition of Passes @adrdination of Document
Act, was emanated. Basically, it obliged Africamsawn a reference book in
which all the information about the individual (jobame and last name, place of
the legal residence, taxes’ payment) were contaifibé law also stated that
Black women too, starting from a non-precise datsyld be obliged, for the first
time, to have the same book. Women felt outragetthisydecision because for the
first time their freedom of movement was been ttelead in favor of a very
precise minority: the white one which had removeel native Black population
from their land starting with the first colonizatio

Even though these two Acts were issued in 1952agnk up until 1954, for the
first, and 1956, for the latter, that they werelegap

Without regard to the application years, in Jun&2l%e African National
Congress (ANC) and the South- African Indian CoegréSAIC) started the so
called Defiance Campaign. Numbers of acts of pto@gainst the new
government regulations took place. Those actiong westly non-violent, so the
deployment of a heavy-equipped police, the goventrhad designated, wasn’t
needed. People from different background, ethegitisexes bonded together
against the apartheid system and started variots @ic protest and civil
disobedience which included the burning of the gsissvearing the flag of the
ANC, going to whites-only area and getting arresiéhat is interesting in this

context is that people actually wanted to get &ecesnd during their trial they
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didn’t wanted a lawyer by their side, they justtsthown as their ultimate aim was
to bring the prison system to collapse. Women waeen activists during the
Campaign: some as Florence Matori@ad Fatima Meé&f were arrested while
others like Bibi Dawoof enrolled 800 volunteers.

When the government led by Strijdom announced, eépt&nber 1955, that
reference books would have become compulsory fonevostarting from January
1956 activists started challenging the istitutiofisey opposed the rulers with all
the strength they had, because passes didn’t oglyia restriction of movement
but were also dividing families and restrictingefgem.

By the time women started their protesting campaibrey already had a quite
strong female organization behind their back, tleeldration of South African
Womer® (FSAW), established the year before. On Octobdt 2B55 despite
government obstructionism and intimidation, womeranaged to create a
peaceful protest in which they marched toward timeok) Buildings in Pretoria.
Almost 2000 women whites, blacks, Indians, and remlgarticipated.

From that moment on the problem of the referenak®decame one of the major
problems women had to face. Starting from late 18% women within the
FSAW started to organize meetings in various citésthe country. Those
gatherings were ostracized by the government teammed to react with only
oppressive measures and went on with the referéook’'s policies. They
experimented the pass in the small town of Winbwigere the FSAW wasn’t
present, as in other cities, and for that, womerew®t well informed about the
issue. On March 22, 1956, 1429 black women received their book.

As soon as Lilian Ngoyt (who the year before, thanks to the successfutiman
Pretoria, managed to became the first black prasiolethe ANC) and other men

671910-1969. She was a teacher, Civil Rights anétaguatrtheid activist. She was part of the
African National Congress (ANC) Women’'s League afide- President Federation of South
African Women (FEDSAW/FSAW).

% August 1", 1928- March 1%, 2010. She was a writer, an academic and antithegid and
Civil Rights activist of Indian origins.

%9 Ayesha Bibi "Asa" Dawood, born on January'31927.Civil Rights and anti-apartheid activist,
trade unionist and political.

0 Created in 1953 with the aim of connect womenriteoto allow each one of them to participate
to the anti-apartheid activism.

™ Lilian Masediba Ngoyi, also known as Ma or Mamgoy born on September 51911 and
died on March 18, 1980. She was a South- African Civil Rights amttiA\partheid activist, first
black female president of the ANC
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and women knew of Winburg they rushed into towrorder to inform people
about the problem. Lilian Ngoyi made the speecl,with her powerful rhetoric,
she convinced women to burn their book right imfrof the magistrate’s office.
Even though such a powerful act was made, thetrgoiernment didn’t cared
and continued its distribution (of the books), kbath time they started to, some
protest rose. This situation went on until Augu$t 2956 when from between
10.000 to 20.000 women orderly marched towarddJthien Buildings giving life
to what became the biggest manifestation everinglie history of South-Africa.
Women from all around the country- whether theyemghites, colored, blacks or
Indians- arrived in Pretoria carrying their childyeheir nieces and nephews, their
grandchildren, and in some cases black women warengpanied by the white
children they took care of. They all arrived in ter& using public transportation.
That day, women were everywhere. The march wasethdgganized by the
FSAW and led by four South-African women of diffetreaces to represent all
women, those women were: Rahima Moosa, Lilian Ngéiglen Joseph and
Sophie Williams.

When they reached the government buildings, Ngegommended women to
keep silence for an entire thirty minutes. Afteatththey turned their feet and
marched back to their homes singing what would Heeme the South-African
national anthermiNkosi sikeleli Afrika”.

That day became quickly one of the most importantttie entire history of the
nation.

When the apartheid regime finally ended in 1991 nomoents were rose to
commemorate those empowering women and Audliste@ame the national day

of women.
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Chapter 3: Septima Poinsette Clark

“The greatest evil in our country
today is...ignorance...

We need to be taught

to study rather than

to believe”

3.1. Early life and influences

Septima Eartha-line Clark (nee Poinsette) was bof@harleston, South Carolina
on May 3°, 1898, to Peter Poinsette and Victoria Warren Asuoie Poinsette.

Before the abolition of slavery, Peter was a slavthe Joel Poinsette Farm, he
didn't know who his father was but the possibistithat his birth was a direct
consequence of his mother’s raping (possibly by a@nthe men of the Poinsette
family) were highly probable. Clark underlined tlaet that her grandmother had

other four children< a black daughter; two brown sons, Samuel andyamd a blue-
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eyed white son named Thom&s>Her father’s tales of slavery would have proven
fundamental for the development of Septima’s edacat qualities. Peter once
told her daughter that as a slave he could nohétsehool, but that he had been
charged by his masters to escort his wife’s sosctmol. When they reached the
school Peter took the white’s boy books from theiage and brought them into
the classroom where the pupil took his seat arehdéid classes while the slave
was waiting for him outside. While her father walling to his daughter such a
story, Clark later remembered that she loved tokthkithat although the little boy
who years later would be my father did not have dpportunity to learn what was in
those books he was carrying for the other littlg,dee then got the desire to discover
some day for himself the exiting and stimulatinipgs in them’.

Sadly Peter remained illiterate for his entire,lié@d ultimately learned to write
his name during World War I. Even though he nevenwio school Peter wanted
his children to be properly educated. Clark rechtleat she never got disciplined
by her father until the day she decided she digaitt to attend classes.

Her mother, had Native American descendants, arslbean in Charleston as a
free woman. When she was few years old her engéineily moved to Haiti,
hoping for a better future. She was a very proudhao because of her ability to
write and read differentiated her from the majownfythe black Charlestonians,
her husband included. She had a lot of prejudicessexample she disliked dark
skinned people and didn’'t allowed her children kypwvith mulattoes, that is to
say with children born outside of the wedlock.

She was a laundry woman who refused categoricallwark for some white
families.

It is clear that between the two of them, her fathas the most influential figure
in Clark’s life.

In 1904 Septima was enrolled by her parents to Sk&amorial School. There
Clark and her classmate (there were more or ldasdred of them) had a white
teacher who spent the majority of her time in esegrthe students to the toilets,

which were collocated outside of the building, ar@minding them white

"“Clark, S.“Echo in my soul’ New York, E. P. Dutton, 1962, p. 14.
3 Charron Mellen, K.“Freedom’s teacher: the life of Septima ClatkThe University of North
Carolina Press, 2009, Kindle Edition, p. 23.
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superiority. Probably those women felt ashamedetxh to some black pupils.
Clark remembered that she started hating the sciwbein she very proudly
greeted her teacher in the streets who prompthetliher back on her.

When she finished the eighth grade, Victoria eetbther at Avery where for the
first time Septima enjoyed the school. There, teeshvhere not embarrassed to
teach to black students and not even to share dnmitry with their black
counterpart. In Avery Clark understood that soamelater the two races would
have been able to coexist. In 1916 she receivetidesse to teach.

Her father and the experiences she had at Shaw ktdrSchool and at Avery are
fundamental for the development of her future atio

3.2. Teaching at Johns Island

In 1916 Septima started teaching in Johns Islandrevishe remained for two
years until summer 1918.

In those years the State of South Carolina spe®5$or each black children’s
education while they invested $48.59 in whites.ISdifferences were tangible in
the teaching conditions. Unlike white classes, idkaones had between fifty and
a hundred students, who were relegated in smatlapis rooms. Teachers
usually worked only for three and a half month year (as in those others months
children had to work), earning one- third of thentidy pay of their white’s
counterparts. Even though they lived in miserychkléeachers had something
whites didn’t had: they were symbol for the bladnunities in which they
taught. Parents trusted teachers because theyheadbility to teach to their
children how to read and write, not to mention mathowing these disciplines
would have created more independent human beingsbte of taking care of
themselves without the need to rely into some wi@tark recalled that an ex-
slave approached her, and saidnce | was whipped simply because it was thought
opened a booK$ Parents couldn’t go to school when they were yowagnow
their children had to learn so that they could ieate what was once took away
from them. Education was freedom. When it becarearcthat parents wanted

"vi, pos. 1166.
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their children to study for more than three andal month per year, African —
American schools started to be funded almost totayl northern organizations,
and, economic conditions permitted, by the locahownity.

When the eighteen year old Clark arrived in Jolstend the situation was very
different from the one prospected before. Teachersural areas were not
sufficiently trained because they didn’'t needed asachildren were sent to work
by their parents, and Septima, in Johns Islandiér@nment, was quite an outcast.
Someone might ask why Clark ended up in such coamdif she was a good,
trained teacher. The problem was related to setioegalack teachers weren't
allowed to work in Charleston’s public school andrevsegregated in rural areas
where education wasn’t considered of primary imguoee. Teachers working in
such areas didn’'t have book, nor furniture, or ingeénd all the primary elements
teachers need to do their job.

Clark recalled the difficulties she founded where @tarted working at Johns
Island’s Promise Land School. Her class wds.] a long cabin with one long room
divided in half by a chimney% There were no glasses in the window so children
sitting there were cold while those next to thenuiey were sweating. The
benches had no back support so sitting there wasmifortable. Classes were
scheduled to last for eight months but Clark stapetthe Island for the rest of the
months (Christmas time and summer excluded) eveumgth most of the students
didn’t attend classes frequently. Anyway she waisusted to educate students
from the fifth to the eighth grade, but many welraast her age. As Clark stated,
older students started attending classes right dt@nksgiving, when all the
cotton had been collected, and stopped in earipgprhen they had to sow the
fields. Younger children went to almost all clasgexause unlike their older
classmates their parents didn’t oblige them to wortke fields.

Even though the majority of the children didn'tesitl classes, teachers were
supported by their parents who seemed to deeply about their children’s
education when they were not obliged to work. Claokticed that her authority
was never questioned by parents who seemed to guplbdher disciplinary

decisions.

S vi, pos. 1324.
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Back in those times it wasn’t new for black teadmeorganize in parent- teachers
associations (PTAs) which, especially in rural argare important because they
helped teachers in educating parents by findingnaomgoals. Clark decided to
start a PTA calledJohns Island parents, for persons illiterate amidedy unused to
modern ways%.

With the passing of the time Clark got more fouridstanders. When she firstly
arrived she thought the adults were just not iistexk in education but with the
passing of the time she realized she was wrongll ltural areas children used to
give to their teachers the money they earned wgrlsa that they could buy some
school materials or build a new school, and teach&re supposed to help their
families in their every- day life. That's exactlyhat was happened to Clark:
parents were giving her money for the school and slas helping them
calculating the total costs of the seeds they mgetscording business deals,
writing and reading to them some letters. In shiore, adults wanted to be able to
do the things that she did: they wanted to writd tmread their own letters, to
keep their bookkeeping, and do elementary math.

Basically what happened was that in time adults te@rto be educated so
teachers in the rural south had a second job, aptirfa was proud of been able
to help them as in Charleston County 26.6% of tirecAn-American population
was uneducated. She argued thafelt | was in a position as the school teadhehe
community to help them in some small way at leasiard achieving a better lifé» In
the contest of Johns Island she learned how ton@gaa community and she
started developing her bottom- up approach to @pdiion.

Clark was outraged by the condition in which thedsints had to attend classes,
but was more shocked when she founded out thedidiad a dramatically high
infant mortality. Families and especially motheeslmo time to look after their
newborns because they had to work for some whitglarars, and babies were
left alone. It seemed to Clark that those peopleewatill living in a slave
condition.

Clark salary, for teaching to 132 students, amaurite thirty- five dollars a

month, the majority of which was directed to henilg, while the white teacher,

®vi, pos. 1635.
" bidem pos. 1714.
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from the other end of the street, who was teactont@yree students was receiving
a monthly eighty-five dollars pay.

The experience at Johns Island was essential éodévelopment of the future
“mother of the movement” because all the battleseshlgaged were the same she
started there, that is to say her fights for equagl and treatment, women'’s care

and activism, and adult education.
3.3. Experiencing the NAACP

In 1918 Clark was asked by Avery principal, Benjan@ox, to join his staff,
position she accepted believing it was a great dppiby.

Not long, after she started working at Avery, sbimgd the local branch of the
NAACP - established in 1917- which was asking te ®oard of School
Commissioners and its General Assembly to hiredkbtaachers in black public
school.

The point of the entire campaign was that « thetstnbe reciprocity in love,
affection, and sympathy between the teacher angup#é»'®, and as far as Clark
was concerned she totally agreed with such a visiohoth point of views of the
student that she had been (mistreated by her wéuaigher), and the teacher that
she was. As a teacher she could have benefitedtfrerability to choose whether
she wanted to work in a rural or in an urban area.

On November 30, the local NAACP branch deposited the appeal ® dity
school board and reminded to white officials thaeyt were common, decent
people who were just asking to teach to their caindand that following
segregation rules, it would have been appropridinghite teachers to teach to
white children and to their black counterparts tlueate colored pupils. Such a
statement was a dangerous one as it could enf@geegationist restrictions
toward blacks, and that is exactly what happened.

The Board of School Commissioners and the NAACP onefanuary 9, 1919.

In two days the Board rejected the proposal stativeg they were nok in a

8 vi, pos. 1904.
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position to change the personnel of the teachialf ist the colored schoof$: Following
this statement the Association decided to appeahéostate legislature. The
answer of white’s Charlestonians to such audacamtion was immediate. Clark
remembered that they were arguing that no one biacked their children to be
taught by another African-American, in fact the NGR was fulfilling the
mulattoes and not the interests of the entire btack. This view was soon shared
by the Board. At this point in order to demonstridi@t what whites were saying
was wrong the NAACP started a campaign in whicly thiened to collect the
signatures of all those colored people who wanhedt tchildren to be taught by
black educators.

Septima Poinsette Clark offered to help. She waagéh convinced that it was a
good occasion to educate black citizen. When shet wleor to door asking
colored people to sign she had to explain to thdmatwas the campaign about,
what were the aims. Those people started askingtigus, they wanted to know
more about the theme, and Clark —like other adsivisnswered to all their
questions. They were educating blacks, who stddeling empowered by their
involvement into the biggest effort the black conmityt had engaged since the
reconstruction. They were feeling part of somethimgortant. Ultimately the
NAACP affiliates managed to put together some 4 &§hatures, corresponding
to two-third of the Charleston’s black population.

It was way more than clear that the statementh@fithite representatives were
just not true.

Finally on February 8 Superintendent Rhett gave to Sen. Harleston @rpap
produced by the school board in which it was wmittieat starting for September
1%, 1920 black teacher would have been hired in @strh public schools with
the task of educate colored children. In 192@iftve teachers, all women but
one, were hired.

This victory meant a lot: first of all black Chastenian had, finally, the same
right, to receive an education, of the other AfnicAmerican pupils in the State,
secondly it was the first win the NAACP was ableatthieve under the Mason-
Dixon line, and third it proved to Clark that bemactivist was worthy.

" vi, pos. 1942.
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In her book,Echo in my soulClark remembered that period and the campaign in
which she was engaged:

[...] alot of people in downtown Charleston saidtthialy mulattoes wanted their
daughters to work in the schools, but that chaw$feand cooks didn’t mind
whatsoever. [...] That's when we put on the doordordcampaign. Some people
wrote their names on pieces of paper bags to sdyhby wanted their daughters
to work in the public school as well. | was teachat Avery then. | was teaching
the sixth grade. So | took my class one day, wWithgermission of the principal,
and we walked the streets from one door to an@heémreceived those signatures.

[...]JANnd the following year we had Negro principal¥e had been victorious in

this my effort to establish for Negro citizens [°].

With such a loss whites had to take some actiarst éf all they applied the
traditional rules of segregation to school, meagargvhich the NAACP didn’t
react until after the end of War World I, and sedly it was decided that only

unmarried black women were allowed to teach incibepublic schools.

3.4. Finding the way

In 1927- after a disastrous marriage, the death&iofirst newborn in 1921 and of
her husband in 1925- Clark and her son Nerie Clarkwent back to Johns Island.
There she witnessed some improvements mainly regatbe conditions of the

school building, but teachers were still trying figure out how to improve

student’s learning in a too crowded classroom inctvipupils had different ages
and knowledges.

Living in Johns Island came with a price: she wihabkged to send his son to live
with his paternal grandparents as the living coodg offered by the Island

weren't suitable for an infant child.

During summer 1929 she registered at Booker T. Wigsin School, which was

a very well- known public school in South Caroliméyere she followed a course
dedicated to black teachers. Septima’s works inggesPrincipal Cornell A.

8 Clark, S.0p. cit, p. 61.
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Johnson to the point he asked her to join his .s&lfie accepted the proposal
because working in Columbia meant that she woulde haorked in better
conditions, with a higher salary, and she wouldehbeen able to see her son
more often. Booker T. Washington School soon becaengumping off point: it
was there that she undertook the African-Americainggle for freedom.

In her years in Columbia she focused on women'smagations that aimed to
improve education and democratic processes. Shedothe Palmetto State
Teachers’ Association (PSTA), of which the majordf teachers working in
Columbia were affiliates. The aim of the Associatiwas to equalize African-
American schools with the whites one, with partécuhttention to funds, wages,
teacher’s training and on school building’s comis. In the early-30s, when
Clark became involved, PSTA was one of the mostomamt qualified blacks’
organizations. Such membership introduced Septimahe fight for equal
academic chances.

Even though PSTA leaders were male, 80% of thenizgiion was composed by
women working in rural schools. Such percentageoisshocking as the majority
of the teaching force was composed by women. ThEARP&ould have proven
essential for her work in both Highlander Folk Smhand the Citizenship
Education Program, because it was there that sinedé mutual respect and how
to share ideas, frustration, and knowledge ancetuthem into common plans for
the improvement of educating condition.

The majority of teachers participated also to othemen-led-organizations that
aspired to improved civic conditions. Clark was iolwgly one of them. More
specifically she became engaged with the Southl@aréederation of Colored
Women (SCFCW), which was associated with the NatioAssociation of
Colored Women (NACW) whose purpose of promoting. .« education of colored
women and to hold an educational convention anyu@liwork for the social, moral and
economic, and religious welfare of women and chitgdrand to secure and enforce civil
and political rights for our group%

Being involved in such organizations meant thachess were closer to the

communities in which they lived, and this proximitsas at the basis of the trust

®! Charron Mellen, K.pp. cit, pos. 2757.
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relations that local adults engaged with teach8tgh kinds of relations were
necessaries for Clark’s future project of educa#idglts. In her civic involvement
Septima realized that adult needed to be educateaukse they had to be able to
participate in their community life by becomingigetand full citizens.

Following this line of taught on March 951935 she started teaching at Gray’s
Richland County Adult School where her class wasmased by eleven women
and three men. Adults school education did not wdrks classical classes in
which the teacher talked while the students lislesned took notes, or at least not
only. Classes were similar to an assembly in wieabh of the presents exposed
its problems which were analyzed and resolved bynoon experience. In her
classes Clark educated to social citizenship, eoarycand literacy. She taught to
them how to read street signals, to complete doatsné& write down in a piece
of paper their names, but more importantly she eraged them to occupy their
free time in reading a book, a newspaper so that tiould have trained their
reading skills, and at the same time they wouldehstarted developing interest
for the events surrounding them and the environnremthich they were living.
Being able to read, write and count allowed adtdtk people to develop their
skills in problem solving and to bring their attent in some important social
matters such as health care.

Teaching to such particular students required aofgpatience and if in Johns
Island she taught starting from what her audieneated to discuss about, at
Gray'’s things were different, there was a spe@édagogical procedure. Learners
had first to be taught how to write their namese &lstion of writing their names,
multiple times in a piece of cardboard was very ontgnt because by the time
students were able to put together all the lettikey needed to compose their
names, they had become familiar with vocals andaoants, which meant that
they were able to match a sound with a specifie lima piece of paper. Such
achievements are at the basis of the ability tdewaind read. After adults had
learned how to write their names the school gaemtla brochure, containing
some basic notion about the state of South Carollméeach and improve their

reading skills.
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One of Gray's goal was to create active civic emig, and in order to that they
started organizing annual trip to Washington. Thajomty of black South
Carolinians had never left their state, the sitratf poverty in which they lived
didn’t allow them to buy a pair of new shoes, @ tias not even conceivable.
When asked by the teachers on what were theimfgeliegarding the journey,
they confessed that they couldn’t sleep at nighemwthey thought about how
many people they would have seen in just one plac&/ashington they visited
the State House and had the occasion of signingisiter’s register which was a
very empowering action. When we sign a registedavét automatically, it's not
such a big deal, but for black adults signing thasgister had a very profound
meaning: for the first time they were feeling pafrthe state and the act of signing
gave them the confidence they didn't have befohey tfelt like they were
citizens, not to mention that this new ability wibddave allowed them to register
for vote.

Septima particularly enjoyed those travels bec#usg held a progressive idea of
creating citizenship and create a feeling of caltibelonging: they listened to the
speeches given by some important black represeesatand to black music and
poetry. When they got home they reported everyttlimgy had done in their
travel, and this action pushed other colored petmpl&ray’s because they wanted
to make the same experience a neighbor, a frigralrelative had done.

The years Clark spent at Gray’'s are to be congid#re catalyzers of her entire
activity in Highlander Folk School and in the Céiship Program, because it was
there that she understood that in order to fedlgfathe state, to feel real citizen,
people, and in this case, black people neededata,l¢o be educated to common
knowledge.

In the 1940s she participated to the NAACP’s cresénr black and white
teachers’ equalization of salaries. Clark considiérer involvement in such action
as her first “revolutionary” engagement becauseai$ « the first time | had worked
against people directing a system for which | waskimg»>2.

She was so sure of her reasons that she triedneinoe her colleagues, who

didn’t wanted, to participate to the cause becaheg had been threatened. The

#2 Charron Mellen, K.pp. cit, p. 150.
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threat consisted in the submission of a more dilfitest for all teachers if the
government of South Carolina had to provide eqakdrg for every teacher. This
was a serious problem for the majority of blackadars because they were less
trained than their white counterparts (someonedrdyg the eighth grade degree),
and having to pass the same tests that were gimehites would be a hard job. In
addition to the threat teachers were afraid theyldvbave been fired if they were
recognized as part of the equalization campaigmptiGa together with other
NAACP activists tried to convince their colleaguésit this wasn't a possible
scenario because South Carolina law requires that well- foundedusations of
misconducts or inefficiency be proved before alieacan be dischargetd»The reality
was different, in fact NAACP leaders feared that #ituation prospected by the
teachers was highly probable, but they felt conafug because they had never
lost such a suit.

Anyway, between 1944 and 1945 the NAACP submitiedl lawsuits the first in
Charleston and the second in Columbia, which i lvadn.

The victory was not complete, it was decided tleachers would being paid on
the basis of the grade they had received in thatioNal Teacher's Examination
(NTE). Such decision was seen as a white reventignvthe black community.

In this situation Clark, in the following years,chasserted that while some black
teachers decided to lay down their arms, othetegoaically, refused to take the
text. The NAACP encouraged black teacher to unklerthe latter strategy, but
Clark didn’'t agree as she stated thatwill let you know right now that I'm going. |
am not afraid to take that examinatiéh»

At this point Clark was close to achieve her BA,sé® was confident that she
would have received a high score, and she did faksed the test with an A and
her salary tripled) together with 43% of African-Ancan teachers. The
remaining 57% ranked between grades C and D, wduotesponded to the lower
brackets of payment.

In 1947, Victoria Poinsette suffered a heart at@o#t Septima came back to live
with her in Charleston where she continued herieraas a teacher and became

involved in various associations: she arrangedntateacher group and worked

#vi, p. 156.
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with the Tuberculosis Association, and she workedlifferent position in the
NAACP’s Charleston branch.

3.5. Highlander Folk School

The Highlander Folk Schdtl (HFS) was established in 1932 in Monteagle,
Tennessee with the aim of educating workers insggiegated environment.
Even though it was open for both blacks and whigdgcan-American workers
started to participate to classes only in 1944. giodlem was unions related. The
majority of the workers who attended the six wemitensive-studying program
were members of the unions which funded the HFS$ts/ides, and were not
excited by the idea of multi-racial classes. In@8de School notified the unions
that no one only- white class would be held. Faurfentire years worker’s
association didn’'t accepted this condition, untilen the United Auto Workers
(UAW) agreed to, and the first non- segregated gamogstarted. By the end of the
1940s some African- Americans became Highlandery&db directors.

Up to 1952 desegregation, which was the biggesalbfSouthern problems,
became the most important goal for the HFS. In samt®53 two workshops, to
which some southern black leaders participatede weganized.

Such sessions would have proven fundamental &Sitizenship Program project,
which was later entrusted to the SCLC, arouse ftmarmeeting. In the same year,
the Schwartzhaupt Foundatf8rgave to the HFS a three years subsidy, thing that
for the first time permitted the School to workitoeprove adult education (they
could finally teach to all the adults and not otdythose enrolled in some unions).
Clark was introduced to the Highlander project by YWCA executive director
of Charleston’s Coming Street, Anna DeWees Kellgpweame back home as a
different person thanks to the worksheqghich “eliminated stereotypes” and “broke

down the traditional barriers” in a manner thatiraféd the nation’s democratic

principle>”’.

8 Schneider, S. A“You Can't Padlock an Idea: Rhetorical Educationthe Highlander Folk
School, 1932-1961 (Studies in Rhetoric/CommuniogtioUniversity of South Carolina Press,
2014, Kindle Edition.
https://www.lib.uchicago.edu/e/scrc/findingaidsiviphp?eadid=ICU.SPCL.SCHWARZHAUT.
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When Clark participated to the 1954 Jun&-2Tuly 8" workshop, which focused
on integration, she was genuinely pleased by thdegof integration within all the
students, but most of all by their capacity to tigghpersonal connection in a small
period of time. The Highlander environment allowssbple to eat, sleep, and live
their ordinary lives together which, meant thadstus started to bond with each
other, and as far as black were concerned to wh#es. Clark was delighted
when she understood thaf...] whites were against whites. The low incomeited
were considered dirt under the feet of wealthy eijust like the black were [...f%In
this situation Clark had the proof that all heksahbout racial integration weren’t
just utopian.

While participating to the workshops she becamg fiemd of the ideals that they
were helping spread, that is to say: develop futaeglers (by giving people
enough confidence to participate, to became aativieeir communities) equality,
and the elimination of all type of stereotypes.

By the time she attended those classes she waxpamienced teacher, with
almost forty years of work on her back, who at time was working for the
Charleston Public School.

As soon as she got back to Charleston, Clark aativan behalf of the HFS had
already started.

She recruited other activists to the Highlanderseawand organized under the
aegis of the county parent- teacher associatievgrishop on “home and family
life, health, religion and music”, to which she ited Horton, HFS’ co-founder,
and his wife.

When she came back to Charleston from the works$tap was even more
hardened: she engaged herself in a women and ehiédhealth campaign. She
basically started to raise money in both Charlestoth John Island (where sixty-
eight people had died for the disease) in ordesptovide diphtheria immunizations
for local and African American childreft»

Both Septima and Esau Jenkins, a member of the NA&X&cutive committee of
Charleston, who was educating black citizens whitling his bus, were

astonished by the behavior of the black populatiothe Island. They couldn’t

8 vi, pos. 4453.
8 |bidem pos. 4525.
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understand why the citizens, not even in the wdkalldhose death, could have
never protested for the absence of a clinic.

On August 1954 Septima went back to HFS accompdydtsau Jenkins.

Not long after the ending of the August seminagrlorganized a meeting with
Charleston’s County black teachers’ associationtémidon. During this gathering
one of the teachers stood up and brought to tleamtaih of the entire audience
one of the biggest problem of the black societgt tis to say black vote. She
argued that black citizens did not register to \meause they felt ashamed they
couldn’t write or read.

Horton was so intrigued by Clark activism that,F@bruary 1955, he asked Clark
to do a research on John Island, which was moreeatdor new leaders.

While working in John Island Septima noticed thainven were less socially
active than men. Clark recalled that in a gathetivay counted 250 people, the
half of whom were women, none of them dared toaaskquestions.

She decided that this situation had to changet dirsall she tried and obtained
their trust by looking after them (she brought leést for their children, helped
with their care); secondly she made them speakdumeetings.

Astonished by the work Clark did in less than oeary Horton asked Clark to
join his stuff for the entire 1955 summer. She wadled by the proposal and
immediately accepted it.

For the entire summer together with her work athtéigder she recruited students
in John Island who were asked to participate tan#e workshop dedicated to the
United Nations, entitledfThe United Nation and Youd®. This seminar, to which
Clark had invited her cousin, Berenice Robinsosteld two weeks and aimed to
made the participants aware that an internationgdrozation would have been
able to help them in their cause for the end ofegmgion. This workshop was
ostracized by Jenkins whose concerns were towadlatk of blacks’ ballot
registration.

What is more interesting is that Rosa P#rkeas between those students. Clark
remembered Parks as a quite shy woman that foendotlrage to speak in public
only after she had a talk with Alice Poinsette. WiRarks finally decided to take

% vi, pos. 4685.
%1 See subchapter 2.3.2., p. 34.
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a stand she hoped that no one in Montgomery knemwsds there because she
was scared by whites’ people possible reactionsylsn few months later Parks
initiated the Montgomery Bus Boycott, Highlandersrer quite surprised. Clark
recalled that [...] she came. We sent money and gave her a sshggaAnd when she
went home, she had gained enough courage, enowglgit to feel that she could stand
firm and decide not to move when that man asketidoseat’?.

In the mid- 1950s the communist fear was spreadimg) the Highlander Folk
School and all the other Civil Rights organizatiomere accused of being
communists. When Clark was asked by Eugene Wallksr Mighlanders were

considered communists, she answered that:

Because blacks and whites were able to live togedhd to work together at
Highlander, the people of the South had a feelirig—fact, that came out in the
McCarthy era—that if blacks and whites mixed, theywound to have been
communists. | had a wonderful experience in thet airport. A white woman
came over to me and was talking about coming frakeLJunaluska. She was
really one of the Methodist women that | knew. Aamtbther white woman was
sitting to the end of the seat didn't know whatwere talking about. As soon as
this white woman left to go on her plane, she came to me and said, "What is
she talking to you about? Is she telling you almmmmunism?" And | said, "Oh,

no. We're church sisters, and we were talking abouthurche&®

Within all the measures Governor Timmerman unddéstdbe most significant
one was the prohibition to all states employeebacanlisted with the NAACP.
Clark who was committed to both the YWCA and theAGP refused to give up
her memberships. In order to protest the law she&26 letters to as many black
teachers, of whom only 26 responded to her and bhlggreed to meet with the
superintendent of schools, and only five showedlwdir face. In the same year,

92 McFadden, G. J“Septima P. Clark and the Struggle for Human Righis in Women of the
Civil Rights Movement: trailblazers and torchbeaet941-1965ed. by Crawford V. L., Rouse,
Woods B., Carlson Publishing Inc., Brooklyn, Newrk,01990, p. 91.

% Interview number G-0017 in the Southern Oral Higt®rogram Collection (#4007) at The
Southern Historical Collection, The Louis Round $@ih Special Collections Library, UNC-
Chapel Hill. p. 5;
http://docsouth.unc.edu/sohp/playback.html?bass=@0017&duration=01:26:08.
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together with other ten NAACP members, she wasl fiag fifty-eight, and loosed

her state retirement benefits.

At this point, given her experience in the fieldsaivil rights and education,

Myles Horton, hired her as a director of workshops.

When she joined permanently HFS the project, so ttedenkins, of educating

people to register to vote, was becoming real hadhree of them (Clark, Jenkins
and Horton) spent the last months of 1956 orgagifam the first John Island’s

Citizenship School.

3.5.1. The Citizenship Schools

In organizing the Citizenship Schdbboth Horton and Jenkins thought of Clark
as the best experienced teacher, but she was atwmay®e move on the account of
the HFS. Clark recommended Robinson. Robinsonalhjtididn’t wanted to
accept the proposition because she didn't felttrighthe job because she wasn'’t
a college graduate. Finally she accepted the jolkenwher cousin, Septima,
remembered her that the students needed to leatvagics of school education.
The three organizers were convinced that Berene® their best option because:
she was a beautician and for that her wage watietbto some racist white, and
her work helped her develap]...] the ability to listen to peoplé» Robinson was
charged with the task to finding her students.

Classes would have started after the harvest anddweave lasted for two
months, more exactly two hours a night for two tégher week.

The first Citizenship class started on Janudty I957. The first thing Berenice
did when her first students came into her classtwanake them feel at home:

[...] 'm really not going to be your teacher. Wegeing to work together and teach each
other°.

Following Highlander customs she asked her studdvat they wanted to learn
before the start of each lesson. Adults wantedet@lidle to do every-day basics

actions that is to say being able to: write thaime and last name, read the Bible,

% Tuesen, S. C‘Greater than Equal: African American Struggles ®chools and Citizenship in
North Carolina, 1919-1965"The University of North Carolina Press, 2013dde Edition.

% Charron Mellen, K.pp. cit, pos. 5015

*® |bidem pos. 5032.
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the newspapers or the letters they received frogir #stranged children, fill a
check.

In Robinson class there were fourteen studentshawinwthree could not read or
write and eight who can barely read, so she stadddach to them letters and
how to read them. The first satisfaction came wheay-five years old Anna
Vastine managed to write her entire name in thedoa

To help Berenice with her work, Clark, who undeostahat in order to be active
citizen people needed to be informed about thghtsi and duties, created a study
book, which remembered the one she used at Gregrgaining all the subjects
adult students wanted to know which included: thengiitution, the electoral
laws, Highlander’s history, fax-simile of the reg&ion authorization, basics
notions about the Republican and the Democratittgsaand the list of hospitals.
The success of this new enterprise was proven éyatt that at the end of the
first cycle of classes eight students out of foemtesgistered to vote.

From that moment on, the number of people signingtd participate to
Citizenship Schools increased, and by 1958 othexettschools were opened
(North Charleston, Edisto Island and Wadmalaw)thg point Clark and Horton
decided that all classes should have been held foigafA-American teachers
because they were afraid that the presence of svhiters would have prevented
students from learning as they were not acquaitdeabn- racist whites. It was
also mandated that teachers should have partidipata training which basically
was a five day seminar.

The achievements of the Citizenship Schools becasng clear in John Island
when, by 1958, almost 600 colored people had rmgidtto vote. In the following
two years John Island’s Citizenship School put tiegefour classes with a total
106 students, 86 of whom managed to receive tlwsvafice to vote before the
end of the sessions. In March 1960 it was estimétetl John Island’s black
participation to the ballot had increase of 30Qcpat. It was then clear that all the
tales about African- American lack of interesthe ballot were false. In the same
years, the newly opened school in Edisto Islanchtamli 111 enrolment and 200

new black voters.
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As education usually gives people confidence, Clads sure that the project
would deeply affected colored people lives becausker mind, they would have
become more independent from whites’ hegemony.kGhaasn't mistaken and
African- American gradually started to become mawmonomous, but she also
noticed that both their level of instruction andaiwomy were proportional to the
drop of fear of the racist white society. This me#mt the more they were
educated the less they feared whites’ behavior.

Septima was delighted when she understood that womeJohn Island were
changing their attitudes. It appeared to Clark #@tatcation had the ability to find
those women’s tongue so that they could speak thieid, and if in their previous
meetings they didn’t pronounce a sound, not eveernwthey were dying with
diphtheria, now they were asking things whethey tvanted to learn or obtain
something.

With the growing of the program whites’ insecustimcreased to the point that
they did whatever they could to close it, they egeh sixty-one years old Clark
arrested while she was walking with her grand-déargiWith growing pressures
on Horton he tried to save Citizenship Schoolsdimg distances from Clark —
who had joined the SCLC during the 1958isade for Citizenship, but it wasn't
enough. In 1961 a Tennessean court obliged HigklaRdlk School to definitely
shut down Citizenship Schools under the threatasieg the entire HFS project.

3.5.2. The CEP

According to Clark, before closing the program Highlander Folk School had
received a $250.000 grant by the Marshall Fieldr@ation in order to support its
workshops. When it became clear that the Citizgn§uhool would have been
shut down, it was decided that the project wouldehbeen carried out by the
SCLC. It was decided that the money had to be fearesl to King’s organization
and that Clark, together with Andrew Young and DiycCotton, who had joined
Clark’s venture on summer 1959, had to head thge@roNhen they all went to

" See subchapter 4.5., p. 110.
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the SCLC's Citizenship Education Progf&m(CEP) Clark and Cotton were,
already, affiliate, while Young wasn’t. The threttbem were appointed with
different tasks: Cotton, who worked as SCLC’s diwecf the program, was
charged with the direction of the center; Clarkdmee director of teaching and
Young coordinator of the teaching force. They spém first year traveling

together in order to find possible teachers tontraiut they had an hard time
because not only they were attacked by white gcmainly the KKK, but they

were also rejected by the black communities foirtredation to the Highlander
Folk and its alleged communism, and because theg afaid of local whites

reactions.

Anyway they managed to train teachers and to givemt back to their

communities so that they could spread the knowle@ggrk, Cotton and Young
search for teachers wasn't directed to Collegeigh kchool graduates only, all
they needed was someone who knew how to read aibel lvacause the entire
program they had to follow once they had open adicfor their locals was

entirely mimeographed by Clark herself.

In CEP’s workshop teacher were taught with simpdacept, of which Clark

gives a very clear example:

We used the election laws of that particular stateeach the reading. We used
the amount of fertilizer and the amount of seedsetch the arithmetic, how
much they would pay for it and the like. We did sopolitical work by having
them to find out about the kind of government ttety had in their particular
community. And these were the things that we tatiggntn when they went back
home. Each state had to have its own particulatimgabecause each state had

different requirements for the election laWs.

The CEP soon became the most important projec3@1eC had ever undertaken.
From 1961 to 1962 Clark, Cotton and Young workethvid91 future teachers,

% Cotton, D. and Young, A‘Jf Your Back's Not Bent: The Role of the Citizépshducation
Program in the Civil Rights MovementAtria Books, 2012 Kindle Edition.

% Interview number G-0017 in the Southern Oral Higt®rogram Collection (#4007) at The
Southern Historical Collection, The Louis Round $@ih Special Collections Library, UNC-
Chapel Hill, p. 7;
http://docsouth.unc.edu/sohp/playback.html?bass=@0017&duration=01:26:08.
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who opened 263 classes for a total of 2.330 stedé&mom 1962 to 1963 those
numbers increased: 395 teachers were trained, dtaeted 366 schools and the
number of people enrolled in the classes raiset {623. By 1964 the CEP had
spread in the entire South with a total of 897 sthian which 25.000 students
were taught by 1.600 teachers. In the same yed0860African- American
registered for vote, proclaiming the CEP as the tmmsgcessful enterprise
between all the SCLC’s projects.

Even though her project was succeeding Clark wasnthusiastic of the SCLC’s
behavior toward women and male leadership.

Women, for instance, represented a consistent gfathe CEP’s students and
teachers, not to mention the fifteen working to rdamate the entire SCLC
machine, but never managed to achieve leaderslspigps. As they put their
lives in danger and were deeply committed to teedom cause, these women
were recognized by their local communities as l|eadehile the central
administration didn’t. Clark often complained abtwatv Rosa Parks was treated

by both men in the Movement and the media arguiag t

[...] not even Rosa Parks was accorded her rightadep|...]. We talked about
it, she and |. She gave Dr. King the right to pcchon-violence. Because by
refusing to get up out of that seat was the reet tiaat he would organize the
boycott and work with people all through. And itn@nto many countries. [...]

And it was Rosa Parks who started the whole tiihg.

Clark was a victim herself of such sexist organarat When she moved from
HFS to SCLC Andrew Young was charged with the adstiation of grants, even
though he said he didn’t know how the program dgekaThis position should
have been entrusted to Clark as she perfectly kreewto operate in a system she
developed. Young probably realized that the seaw&® occupying was Clark’s
so he asked her to train him and never acted likesa to her. In spite of Young’s
gentle behavior the difference between the two wederlined by the differences
in their salaries: if in 1961 Young's wage excee@drk’'s of $12.000, in 1962

190 McFadden, G. JQral Recollection of Septima Poinsette ClarkColumbia, USC Instructional
Services Center, 1980.

77



after a significant raise of both their pays, Youmgs still earning $17.000 per
year more than Clark.

Such differences in payments where bothering Chatlq taught that, sooner or
later, women would have left the project. This &fiton was worsened by the fact
that salaries weren’t paid regularly. Clark feltsemable for this situation because
she thought that if activists weren't treated seslyp, the movement wouldn’t last
long. Basically they were sabotaging themselvesark®d disappointment grew
bigger when female teachers started calling heingahat they hadn’t been paid
and that they needed the money to buy Christmasepte As soon as she
received those calls she questioned Young abouwith&tion and the answer she
received was that he had paid the men.

Septima grew very uncomfortable with Black Ministéllea of leadership. Clark,
like Baker (with whom she worked several time ie tHFS, in the CEP, the
SNCC, and during the Crusade for Citizenship), Bpdnt her entire activist
carrier in developing local leadership believingtie bottom-up participation.
Not long after her entrance in the SCLC she redlthat local people were used
as the “political arm” of the black church and eefied its top-down structure [...}%

They placed their leadership on their charisma thab say in the ability to
moving masses with their rhetoric, and only fewtledm were willing to share
their leadership. Clark was convinced that theosegere dividing the movement
because they didn’t share their leadership with aed young local people and at
the same time they weren't able to work with lowdme classes, as in the case of
Young, to whom Clark had to teach how to behavehvpigople from lower
classes. Septima Clark had focus in teaching toldiver classes, so that they
could speak for themselves, she often said ¢halways felt that if you were going
to develop other people, you don't talk for thenouYtrain them to do their own
talking». In order to change this situation Clark tried toziace King to allow
local activists to occupy leadership positions thet majority of the men closed to
him despised the proposal because in their opinmone else could have ever
achieved what King did. In another occasion, Kingsweading to a SCLC

audience a letter wrote by Clark in which she hofmda more democratic

191 Charron Mellen, K.pp. cit, pos. 61565.
192 pidem pos. 6267.
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leadership, all the men started laughing. In thammnt Septima realized that
even though women were essential for the SCLCr, dpnion was not needed.

The campaign was without any doubt one of the SGL§tkeatest success, but
they failed to listen to part of the Movement, warmand this was Clark’s biggest

regret.
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Chapter 4: Ella Josephine Baker

“My theory is, strong people don’t
neecdosiy leaders”

4.1. Tales of slavery

Ella Josephine Baker is considered one of the BigfEmale leadership-less
leaders of the entire Civil Rights Movement. Evéough she occupied some
important positions within some of the most powk@wil Rights Organizations
such as the NAACP, the SCLC, and the SNCC whichlavduexist without her,
she never managed to see her rightful place (tbeobleader) recognized.

She was born on December thé"13903 to Anna (born Ross) and Blake Baker
in Norfolk, Virginia but soon moved to Littleton, dkh Carolina where her
maternal grandparents lived.

Her Civil Activism probably found its basis in thgears spent with her
grandparents, especially in the figure of Mitchtiss who managed to instill on a

young Ella a deep sense of community and socipbresbility.
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Both her paternal and maternal grandparents waveslin Warren County, North
Carolina and even though she didn’'t knew much af fa¢her’s side of the

family*®®

she developed a very strict relationship withrether’s side.

It's in this slave’s condition described by herrgitather’'s recounts of the time
that Baker developed her activism.

According to Mitchell Ross, Warren County’s economys based on the
cultivation of corn, tobacco, cotton and wood. Walin the other Southern States
and in the entire North Carolina, Warren Countgsris were smaller, there were
only few bigger plantation, which meant that thenter of slaves deployed was
never high (less than twenty people) and that ttiagde was highly unusual. In
this situation Black’s families suffered less digiss and managed to developed
relationship with slaves from other farms, devebgpia sense of community
themselves. Slave’'s owners were of course for tlagomty ruthless toward
blacks. By 1830, the few who treated them (theedawith some kind of human
dignity, and had managed to teach to their shappers how to read and write
were prohibited to do so by the North Caroliniagpdisition, which declared the
lawlessness of educate slaves to read and wriiag3igot even worse the next
year when Nat Turn&¥ guided a terrifying slave’s rebellion in Virginiand the

North Carolinians reacted by tightening Blacks tagians.

103 According to Baker she knew little about her pagégrandparents except for the fact that they
both were before she can remember of him. On therdtand, Grandma Margaret had a lot of
Caucasians in her blood.

194 Allmendinger, Jr., David FNat Turner and the Rising in Southampton Copdohins Hopkins
University Press, Baltimore 2014, Kindle Editiongdrhary- Vieille, C., Orr Brodkin R.Nat
Turner tragic search for freedom: from Deprivatiom VengeanceTrafford Publishing, 2002,
Kindle Edition.

Nat Turner was a slave born in 1800 in Southamptbginia. His entire life consisted in the
usual slave’s life: he had small freedom, he cdtldmarry unless his master wanted to, he
couldn’t own a house or any other kind of propehty,could not save/ gain money, and worst of
everything he was sold multiple times which medra he had to live his family and friends and
never see them again. By the 1820s he was condidsreother slaves as their spiritual and
became convince that they only way for them (slpt@sichieve their freedom and with that their
civil rights was to demolished the white slave’steyn with the use of force. This idea of him
became reality on August %2 1831 when Turner and other six slaves from theesplantation
started what is recalled to be the greatest slaupsising that ever happened in the entire
American history. After killing his master and hastire family they moved to other plantation
murdering all whites, men, women and children, tfeeynd during the way. It didn’t matter if they
were masters or just poor people. It didn't maitehey were masters or just poor people, they
were killed just because of their complexion. Te tiwenty-four hours rebellion almost sixty
slaves from other plantation joined Turner’s caused together killed more than fifty-five people.
Their aim was to devastate the town of Jerusalesdmaurder all its citizens. They were ultimately
stopped by the Governor's militia. Some rebels wierediately killed or incarcerated while
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Slaves were in general prevented from gatherintheg had no time for social
relations, but, anyway, managed to create someonkswby sharing resources,
such as food and clothing, which, according to Balet the basis for the creation
of a common sense of mutual assistance that bedamdamental for the
development of the Civil Rights Movement.

Baker’'s maternal grandparents, with their counts/aif, were fundamental in her
understanding of the slave system.

Her grandmother, Josephine Elizabeth Ross, knovBeagas mainly Caucasian.
According to her accounts she was daughter to thieewnaster of the plantation
and of an octoroot” slave with more white ancestors than blacks (sixt@hite
ancestors) but was born a slave, as her mothermiaak. Legends narrate that
Bet's mother was killed by the mistress of the leowfo poisoned her Christmas
dinner right after she gave birth to her daughteownded up being raised by her
grandmother. Her light complexion made her a h@i¥®. While working in the
house, the mistress (who killed her mother) decfietiat she was to marry a
carriage boy named Carter, but Bet was in love ithery dark skinned slave
whose name was Mitchell. When she refused to actsimpuch an order, the
mistress (whose name is unknown) ordered her hdsbarilog her, thing he
couldn’'t do as he was her father. Rather, he ddcidesend her to plow in the
fields next to the river, job that was traditioyateserved to men. For the entire
period of the punishment she used to work veryligaadd participated to all the
social occasions in order to let them see they’'didanaged to break her. This

was her own way of protesting. As Baker put jt..] she would plow all day, and if

waiting for the trial that would have without angubt sentenced them to death; others escaped in
the woods but were soon found and ended up likdater. The only survivor was Nat Turner
who after two month of hiding in the wood was ukit@ly recovered and sentenced to be hanged.
As a result the militia started to terrifying Afan- Americans by randomly kill people and blacks’
freedom got even smaller.

19 This term was firstly used in colonial times tdereto partially black people more specifically
to slaves with only one black great-grandparerhdir entire family tree.

1% whiter black slaves were employed in the houstheis skin color made them more” human”
than the darker, and for that entrusted with thee ¢ the master's house. If women, in this
context, were referred as house girls, men cabedage boys/ men.

197 Masters had the right to decide over slaves’ fifey could kill, buy, sell them whenever they
wanted because slaves belonged to them, they veeteftheir property. Within master’s rights
there was also their ability to arrange marriagdiwislaves.
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necessary, dance all night to show that her spis not broken. This was a form of
resistance [...] %,

Her biggest form of defiance was getting marrieghiast her master’s will, with
Mitchell while she was still a slave. Mitchell Rosas known as an indefatigable
worker and a self-contended man, to the point thaht after the 1865
emancipation, together with Bet and some othettivels he managed to buy a
part (if not the entire) of the plantation -where &nd its family were enslaved-
and some other fields and turned them into themdws They cultivated corn,
cotton, and wheat, and took care of multiple fammmals. What the Rosses
achieved was quite unusual for the majority of leavly freed men without any
kind of school education (they didn’'t know how tote and read): they were able
to create a self-sufficient environment, thanksvtach they survived to whites’
domination and discriminations of the following yga

They managed to donate a part of their propertyleegdor the erection of the
Roanoke Chapel Baptist Church which would have bilstame the house of an
African American School. The construction of sudnidan American school was
very important because right after slaves’ emanicpat became fundamental to
learn how to read and write because as an ex-slaviessissippi affirmedk [...] |
consider education the next best thing to liberty p**°.

Such lust for education helped strengthening threadly strong feeling of
community within the Blacks, as people joined farageorder to get their children
to school: those who had the lands, as MitchellsRbg, built schools or gave the
land up to the community so that they could raiskosl! building and those,
mainly women, who were educated became teachers.

This need for learning might be seen from anotlesgective: Southern racist
whites knew, for the majority, how to read and withether they went to school
or not, while Blacks couldn’t. For the entire petiof the Reconstructidff (and
on), whites continued to consider Blacks as infer@most non- human people,

1% Moye, J.T.Ella Baker: Community Organizer of the Civil Rightlovement’ Rowman &
Littlefield Publishers, 2013, Kindle Edition. P&0.

199 1bidem,pos. 315.

10 wilson, C. R. et al., editors. “Reconstructiofiie New Encyclopedia of Southern Culture:
Volume 3:History, University of North Carolina Press,2002219-223,
www.jstor.org/stable/10.5149/9781469616551_wilSon.
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and following this path it is possible that Bladksped that education would have
convinced whites that they all had the same cajpiabiland possibilities, so that
violence and racism toward them would have finalyne to an end, but this
wasn’t the case.

Such tales of slavery would have proven fundamdataBaker’s entire carrier, as
in her speeches she used to connect the Civil Riglavement to the Freedom

Movement. By doing so she managed to create afde&pg of belonging.

4.1.2Ella’s parents

According to Moye and Ransby, Bet and Mitchell Ross had at least twelve
children and one of them was Ella’s mother, Annaor@nna. It is highly
possible that Anna Ross grew up with a lot of exgtean as the period of the
Reconstruction instilled hope for a social improestwithin the Black part of
the American society. She attended the Warrentbie®w England Missionaries
school, a school specifically oriented in educating children of the newly ex-
slaves, where she met her future husband, BlakerBako was himself son of
freedmen who were not as wealthy as the Rossefinat not less enterprising.
Once finished school both Ella’s parents startedkimg, and while Anna stayed
in Warren County and became a school teacher, wsstappropriate in those
years, Blake moved to Norfolk, Virginia, where tkarto its proximity to the
ocean, labor force was highly requested.

They married in 1896 and Anna moved to Norfolk vehene went through some
difficult time. Her husband was often absent froomie, as he was working on a
steamship which sailed from Norfolk to Washington@, and, nonetheless, she
had to stop teaching as working wasn’t suited foraaried woman (see chapter 1)
with the result that she spent the majority of tsre by herself. The loneliness
she felt during Blake’s trips to D.C. was emphasibg the social environment
they lived in: Norfolk was nothing like Littletorfor the first time she became

acquainted with racism.

111 Ransby B., Ella Baker and the Black Freedom Movema@iite University of North Carolina
Press, Chapel Hill & London, 2003, Kindle Edition.
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By the time Blake and Anna got married and movelNddolk the almost utopian
era of the Reconstruction had expired: following thecision taken by the
Supreme Court in thBlessy vs. Fergusotf action, in which it basically declared
that some southern laws which precluded blacksnterepublic services with
equal rights as those of the whites were constitati Jim Crow Laws became the
Southern order. Living in such segregated andtraoigety would not be easy for
a young African-American whose hopes for a justuatgand racist-free
democracy had faded with the tragic end of the Retroction Era.

If Anna’s public life wasn't easy, the personal omas even more difficult. It is
estimated by the U.S. Centers for Disease ContiIRrevention that in the early
XX century, one in ten (in some areas this awfalbability rose to one in three)
newborn passed away in very tender age. Anna hiscstt eight pregnancy from
which, only other two children, Ella excluded, sued: Blake Curtis (1901) and
Maggie (Margaret Odessa- 1908). The other gestaraled up in spontaneous
abortion or in deaths at birth. Ella herself remereld the burial of her younger
brother, Prince, around 1906. As she recalled hathem was too exhausted to
attend the function, so she went with her fatheo wiin't allowed her to get off
of the vehicle. The Bakers adopted Martha Grinalgeighter to one of Anna’s
first cousins, with whom Ella developed a very saleoond.

By the time Ella was seven, Anna decided that tigtsvto the maternal
grandparents in Littleton would have turned permanéhePlessy vs. Ferguson
decision ended up strengthening Jim Crow laws,sansegregation. Even though
both the Supreme Court’'s decision and Jim Crow I|ashsuld have been
considered unconstitutional, and for that reason applicable as they were
completely in opposition to the XlIIl and XIV amendnts. From 1901 to 1910
Black electorate had fallen from 1.826 to 44 anchités Only” writings started to
appear everywhere. This situation was the sameenyeSouthern States to the
point that when a Black boxer, Jack Johnson, dededite white James J. Jeffries,

in what is remembered as the “Battle of the Ceritdfyin Reno, Nevada the

12 Hull Hoffer, W. J.,“Plessy vs. Ferguson: Race and Inequality in Jimow America’,
University Press of Kansas, 2016, Kindle editionediéy, K., “We as freemen. Plessy vs.
Ferguson’, Pelican Publishing, 2003, Kindle edition.
Whttp://www.thefightcity.com/july-4-1910-johnson-ysffries-jack-johnson-james-jeffries-
corbett-sullivan-tommy-burns-fight-of-the-century/.
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majority, if not all, of the Southern States whetgaken by anti- black riots.
Norfolk wasn’t obviously spared and the riot endgxby causing forty injured
and almost two hundred were incarcerated.

It is probably after these events that Anna decidechove her family in a safer

environment, as Littleton was.

4.1.3. When in Littleton

In Littleton things where completely different: th&jority of the population was
Black so African-American weren’t discriminated amich as those living in
bigger centers. Littleton was considered a Blackmanity where the general
store was run by a Black citizen, Mr. Foreman. kswt obviously a rich
community because the majority of its inhabitanteme dependent to some white
employers, but this wasn’t the Rosses’ case.

Ella was greatly influenced by her grand-parengsiries: Bet's tales of slavery
would have become essential for her life as arviatdi because in every speech
she gave she used to recall one of them; whilehditavho, according to Baker,
considered Ella as his favored grandchild- probdlglyause of their resemblance
as they were dark skinned, thundering voice tone, l@ad both a quite proud
behavior- used to spend a lot of time with heritgkabout some of the major
issue of the time. Mitchell and Ella were so cldsat they didn’'t separate even
when her grandfather was preaching his sermon-hwaliccontained an ethical
ending- at his Roanoke Baptist Church.

Ella’s grand-parents are probably the ones whallegton her a deep sense of
community. In fact, as stated by Ransby both Milched Bet didn’t conceive
their farm as a private resource, but better agoplg source for the entire village
as they were used to redistribute the productsxuberance to their neighbors.
Sometime, things went beyond the “sharing” whery thetually mortgage their
family’'s possessions in order to advance the mdoeysome of their fellow
citizens in need. As recalled by Baker herself miyi@n interview with Ransby,
the town of Littleton might have been compared teedil- oiled collective farm in
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which everyone donated part of their time (worke®rin order to help another

farmer and then move to the next homestead:

« [...] They were independent farmers, but they alsot in for the practice of
cooperative [...] Helping each other. When | cameng]dor instance, | don’t
think there was but one threshing machine for thirgsthe wheat. And so today
they might be on Grandpa’s place, and all the pegyblo had wheat who needed
the thresher would be there, or at least some thase families. And then they

would move around. [...J3*

In Littleton, the Baptist Church, led by MitchelloBs was the rule. To a certain
extend it is arguable that, in a small scale, tistesn of cooperation within
Littleton’s Black community, had the same charastes the Civil Rights
Movement would have developed. The Baptist Chunotl #&s Minister were
considered the town organizers, the developers oofies sort of a “social
commonwealth” in which citizens helped each otimeorder to survive. Nothing
happened if the Minister didn’t wanted to. As thleu@h was such an important
subject, people were particularly religious asniggority of activists of the Civil
Rights. Ella herself was baptized at the age ore,nand as she recalled she
wanted to be accepted by the community, and ndkelfteout”- as she feared- for
not receiving her christening. This event had dqumad psychological effect on
the future activist as she felt that her irasdipiihould be oppressed by favoring a
more self-disciplined behavior, as she though sbeded to demonstrate she
deserved receiving the sacrament. Religion did rbeca trustful companion for
both her public and private entire lives. She diégjioned over God’s existence,
its representatives on earth, and its devoteestagpeared that her faith was
placed in what her grandfather and the small conitywari Littleton taught her:
respect for every human being and cooperation.

If her grand-parents managed to instill on her @pdgense of community, it was
her mother, Anna, who introduced her to activismn& Ross Baker was the real
prototype of a woman activist of the 1950s and £98be entire Ross family was
driven by the belief that their actions were theuteof Jesus’ will, but Anna had a

14 Moye, J. T.op. cit, pos. 424.

88



different behavior: she was a leader. To the mgjai people living in our age
the role occupied by Anna might be considered withie lowest, but in reality
the effort women like her did helped the cause omen rights. Of course she
occupied the role which better suited a married aondaughter to a Baptist
Minister but she did it with extreme passion.

Ella recalled her mother organizing Littleton’s wemin their living room under
the protective wings of the Baptist Church. Heenaias clearly determined by the
typical social structure of the time which did ratowed women to occupy
relevant position, but this didn't prevented heonfr becoming a role model,
someone to trust and lean on for the entire commyu8he influenced statewide
gatherings of the Women’s Baptist Convention inakhshe made her daughter,
Ella, took the stage and pronounced some shortckpaerepeated a passage of
the Holy Bible. Those very speeches would have gmofundamental for the
development of Baker’s future skills in public telkflhe women she encountered
in those meetings inspired her as they were todegljcated and bold as her
mother was. In those assemblies women showed alpdlwer they had as they
were entrusted with the management of some finambesh were dependent to
their programs. Raising money, for helping missi@sabroad and to support
Black school in the Country, was one of the maitivdies. As Ella recalled, as
far as Anna was concerned her favorite initiativescerned the care of aged and
ill people, and orphaned, not because the Churlchher so but because she
seemed to firmly believe that such kind of philaagic actions would have brake
some mental barrier, like those of class differenebich would ended up in the
strengthening of the entire Black community. To ensthnd better Anna’s work it
would be useful to recall an anecdote, which piéytiexplains her doings: in
Littleton there was a little girl called Mandy Bumkhose parents were mentally
ill**> and weren't able to look after her properly. Astspeople were rejected by
the society, Mandy, being their daughter was stigrad too. One day on her way
back home, Ella met the young girl bleeding, inehit appeared to be her first

115 Both Ransby and Moye do not clarify what they nseaith the word “mentally ill”. They
might have being suffering for a mental retardat@nfor a mental disturbance. One thing is
certain: Governments of the time, especially indeep South, did not took care of such people
who were abandoned and left to the cares of somtglorganization (when there was one).
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period, so she rushed home to her mother who runeithiately to the little girl
and took care of her.

Anna Ross Baker was ultimately able to make evéagscbarrier fall down, at
least in Littleton, as different people at everyhof the day use to knock at her
door seeking for some help.

Ella admired her mother's behavior, and as muchhay shared some main
characteristics such as the roughness and smarteléssvas way less lady-like
than her mother was. When at school she deeplydltoeplay baseball to the
point when her mother decided that it was timehferto become a decent woman
and obliged her to take care of the Powell chilca#tar their mother death. Anna
was sure that taking care of the Powell’'s househaldl children, even for once a
week, would have turned her daughter from a tontbog young decent lady in

accordance to the standards of the time.

4.1.4. The schooling years

The Baker siblings attended an African- Americaeefpublic school in Littleton
where Ella was allowed to attend advanced clagsssause Anna had already
told her how to read and write.

In those times, North Carolina contributed to Bickducation only until the
eighth grade, so the families who wanted theirdrkit to have a higher education
had to pay for some private school. That's whatBakers did.

The absence of public schools (for Black people¥ \mavery precise strategy
undertook by Southern Governments. As education neeprogress and
knowledge, which has a lot to do with self- confide and pride, the creation of a
class of schooled Blacks people would have dragtiendangered (as it later
did) the racist Southern system. In order to owekecsuch a fail of the State,
Black colleges entrusted themselves with Africanmekican high school
education.

Ella was firstly enrolled at Monroe High School bhe educators didn't met
Anna’s expectation, so in the school year 1918-18i®was transferred to Shaw
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Academy, in Raleigh, which was linked to one of tm®st famous Black
University: Shaw.

Shaw was inspired by Booker T. Washindt8rand his Tuskegee Institité
Unlike Tuskegee, Shaw did not prepare studentsetmrbe labor workers but
gave them what was considered a classical educatlmere the teaching of
English literature and chemistry were at the oxafethe day. Both Tuskegee and
Shaw did prepared women to become teachers and thonght that Shaw was
the best institute to train her daughter to becamexpert in such profession, as it
was suited for a decent unmarried young woman. tathElla had no intention
to follow, she studied mathematics, Latin, Englislniench, home economics,
science and of course the Holy Bible. In 1923 she entrusted with the farewell
speech of her class as she graduated valedictamanstarted Shaw University in
the fall.

In Shaw, Baker was mentally close to two ProfessBemjamin J. Brawley and
Walter S. Turner. The first, an intellectual poegs quite a prudish man who
didn't attended any basketball game as he was poedithat the contestants’
outfits were too disclosing, but Ella was attracteg their same desire to
overcome social injustices and human’s self-coosti inequalities. The latter
was a sociology professor whose main educational g@as to expand his
student’s critical ability. Ella remembered that @me day he wanted the class to
discuss the notion of “good hait®. He argued thak [...] Everybody’s got good
hair. [...] All hair is good. It covers your head. [»!*. Ella’s hairstyle, as the one of
the other female students in the class, was ex#otlysame whites women had,
and for the first time in her entire life she sdrtthinking that she might have
grown following the standard imposed by the domipand racist white society.
At Shaw, Baker was a very active student: thankteégoowerful and deep voice,
she inherited from her grandfather, she becameobrire best debaters of the

"® Smock, R. W.“Booker T. Washington: Black leadership in the agfeJim Crow”, Ivan R.
Dee, 2006, Kindle Edition.

Y7 hitp://www.tuskegee.edu/about_us/history_and_misaspx.

118 African- American women used to waste a lot of mpin the care of their hair. They though
that by straightening their mane white’s populatwould have had less difficulties on accepting
them as they hopes that the assembling would hase white’s racist behavior. This obviously
wasn'’t the case (see subchapter 2.1.).

19Moye, J.T.0p. cit.,pos. 556.
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school; she collaborated with the faculty newspapecame an activist for the
Young Women'’s Christian Association (YMCAJ an organization (backed by
the Baptists Church) whose aim was to collect fufudsstudents in need. In
addition to all this activities Baker found the &nto work two jobs in order to
help her parents with her schooling fees. She ageaduated valedictorian in
1927.

The nine years Ella spent in Shaw were proven fonesdal for the development
of her thinking: being a debater and a journalisssmwt exactly appropriate for
women. Doing her job she encountered a lot of opipasfrom her male
companions but she didn’'t pay attention to themshe had come to the
conclusion that she was no inferior to them andHat able to do the exact same
things they did.

The results she achieved were indeed fundamentiathb most important lesson
she learnt while in Shaw was that both black andendould cooperate in order to
reach their goals. At Shaw even though the dean afawhite complexion,
teachers were mixed and by seeing them relatingaith other and working
together she became convinced that their interactsulted in developing their
best abilities.

4.2. The Harlem Renaissance

Ella couldn’t attend graduated school as her parenbnomic conditions didn’t
allow her to. Anna would have loved her daughtdsdoome a teacher, profession
that Ella rejected for her entire life for threeimeeasons: first of all she taught
that women, and especially Black women, were regghwith minor appreciation
compared to their male colleagues, a practice wbrginated from the white’s
organization of the society that forced women thsasome white men if they
could or could not teack [...] you couldn't teach unless somebody in the tevhi
hierarchy okayed your teaching [..}% second she would have never contradict her
ideals, as the majority of teachers did in ordekeep their jobs; and third it was

the job that everyone had always assumed she waoave ended up doing.

20 http://www.worldywca.org/.
! Moye, J. T.op. cit.,pos. 593.
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Even though Anna’s expectation to see her daudigteoming a teacher were, at
least at first sight disregarded, Ella ended upob®eg one on the greatest
educator of the entire Civil Rights Movement.

After graduation she left North Carolina and motw@dew York where her sister
Martha was already living.

In New York Ella realized that its streets could/éaagiven her better learning
chances than any of the university she once wantegply to. She was charmed
by all the talks about communism, capitalism, blatktionalism and other issues
people were analyzing in what might have resemtugoublic lesson. Baker was
especially amazed by the power of breaking so@aidrs those street classes had
which included Black and white people, rich and p@oo-communist and anti-
communist and so on. One day while walking in & e met a group of Jewish
newcomers from the USSR who were talking about tlh@sequences of
communism in their country. Even though she hadétention on lining up with
one or the other front (pro- against- communismg slas quite interested on
hearing both parties. One of those men had a p&tisympathy for the young
African-American and they spent a lot of time tatkiabout the issue. Thanks to
that conversation Ella understood that someonedcamdorse an idea but
disapproved the results of its applicatia...] he wasn't too keen about the soviet
[...]. He was basically approving of the concept, highly critical of the implementation
of the concept as far as the Russian revolutionomaserned [...]. %°

In the years between the two World Wars, Harlem badome the major
springboard for the Black culture. This period itter referred as the Harlem
Renaissancé’

It all started right after the end of the First \oYVar in conjunction with New
York’s economic growth. In that period the city éaca significant Black’s
migration from the Southern rural states, West@sfriand the Caribbean and the
majority of such immigrants settled in the Harlemighborhood where in the
1930 U.S. census estimated that the 55 percehegbdpulation was Black. Such

differentiated cultures which had find themselvesxisting together helped the
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Ivi, pos. 684.
Wall, C. A.,“The Harlem Renaissance: a very short introductip@xford University Press,
2016, Kindle Edition.
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development of such cultural awakening, the Harl®®naissance is. The
movement took this name in virtue of its resembdsnio the Italian Renaissance
(XIV- XVI) that is to say a period in which, starg from Florence (Tuscany) the
Italian peninsula (followed by other European Stptéaced some profound
development in the fields of arts and culture.

During the Harlem Renaissance modelers, lyricisisgers, writers and many
other artists moved in the neighborhood where sawsdthy Blacks had founded
some new enterprises. The presence of such quahtiack artists led African-
American towards the creation of a public persanéhat is to say to a new set of
behavioral rules, the “New Negro” type as the Blatiosopher Alain Locké*
referred to. Following the “New Negro” philosophBlacks had to be able to
defeat all whites’ expectations which met thatwtiites expected Blacks to be
idle, uneducated and vulnerable they, instead, teacshow themselves as
energetic, educated and confident. It might be #aatl such kind of philosophy
was embraced by Black activist of the Civil RighMtsevement when they became
convinced that by emulating withes social condubesy would have had less
opposition on accepting them as a full titled @tiZsee subchapter 2.1.).

One of the theme, which wege la mode,regarded Blacks’ inclusion into the
American society. Should they work in order to abtall integration within the
already present society and institutions, or sholky fight for the creation of a
new Black State? Up until the 1929 Stock Markets@ir&aker had always shared
the first vision and, in order to prepare herselfthe streets’ debates and make
her case, she started to study the subject in @ prafound way. From 1929 to
1932 the average wages of the majority of Harlesndeopped by 44% while
joblessness rose three times higher. This situatiomvinced Baker that the
system they were part of might have been at thes lmdghe dramatic situation.
She started reconsidering Marx’s ideology and dzerame a Marxian student: «

A social order can be break down, and the indiidsidhe victim of the break down,

rather than the cause of it. [...] | began to se¢ ttere were certain social forces over
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which the individual had very little control. [..§was out of that concept that | began to
explore more in the area of ideology and the theegarding social changeés

From this moment on Baker had always be recogname@ communist idealist who
adapted some of Marx’s principles « [...] from eadtading to his ability, to each
according to his needs [...]to cooperative egalitarianism which, in her caseld

its way back to his grandfather farm in Littleton.

4.2.1. First steps into activism

When Ella arrived in New York she worked firstly asvaitress in a New Jersey
resort and secondly as a maid in Worchester County.

With her approaching to the socialist ideals areddbnnections she made during
the public debates in Harlem, she began working jsirnalist for the American
West Indian News, for the Negro National News, tioe Norfolk Journal and
Guide, and for the Negro National News.

While working at the Negro National News she mebi@e Schuyler who in 1930
had founded the Young Negroes Cooperative LeagM(y with the purpose of
giving to young graduates, between the age of egghaind thirty, a job consistent
with their studies. Baker entered the League asobtige charter members and by
1931 she became YNCL's national director. Baker 8ctluyler organized the
YNCL with the only purpose of «..] gain economic power through consumer
cooperation [...] ¥°in a period of deep economic crisis as the Grepré&ssion?’
was. The aim of the project was to create coopeamtbusinesses (businesses
affiliate to YNCL) whose cooperation would have tedhe reduction of the price
of living, of services and of primary goods; cuthieh would have led to an
empowerment of the Black purchaser.

They also organized learning groups with the airhdalp member’s businesses to
face economic problems. Women patrticipated as sqguoadll the organization’s

sectors.
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By 1932 Baker started to travel in order to prontbe YNCL goals and find new
associates. During those journeys she wanted[to] awaken the Negro consumer
to the enormous power that he is as a consumerit avilll act as an antidote to some of
that hopelessness with which the inarticulate nsassfe Black Americans face the
question, “After the Depression, what?"[. 23%

In such situations Ella founded out what her gaallifie was, that is to say
education.

Once she arrived in those new communities she dicdbnly made some speech
about the new opportunities they would have haer aftining the Organization,
but she used to organized, with the help of thellazhurch small group’s
assemblies in which she helped them analyzingitbat®n, stressing from their
own knowledge. Educating was such an important tasklla because she was
deeply convinced that education was the primarg basthe development of the
ability to well organize a community which is inrelct connection with the
development of a well-oiled democratic system. Bak@articipation to this
project was essential for her personal growth as \sbrked with people of
different individuals from different social classes

Between 1931 and 1932 fellowships increased twofdlde project was an
ambitious one, and even though some cooperatiwkgudned into a fortunate
venture, as the Harlem Own Cooperative, Inc., whg majority of the
investments turned into failure mainly becausehaf market crash, they being
Blacks, and for their inexperience due to theirngage.

Even though such experience might be considerethdynost as a failure, this
wasn’'t Ella’'s case, as she saw it as a chancedachtand coordinate Black
crowds. In other words she appreciated anything Wauld have improved
Black’'s schooling, organizational skills and denamgt. Such experience would
have redefined all her future relations with oth@regil Rights Organization. The
YNCL was not a gendered organization which meaas iten and women had
the same rights and equal possibilities to occuglgvant positions within its
structure, which wasn’t the case within other orgation such as the NAACP

that Baker would eventually leave due to such disoation.

28 Moye, J. T.0p. cit. , @s. 734-735.
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Another essential experience she had was at steNegro History Club based in
the 13%' Street Library, which she founded (around the efithe 1920's)
together with librarian Ernestine Rd&e In 1933 she entered the Adult Education
Committee’s office. The main aim of this Club wasgromote debates about
present happenings and historical events. Bakexdide debate about current
events as she was interested in what was happénidigrlem’s streets. Baker
was interested in people and their feelings, bexaudy by listening others,
improvements were possible.

The library program increased in conjunction witle 11929 Stock Market Crash
when a lot of Harlemites loosed their job. The albseof jobs had as a direct
consequence the increase of poverty (which aro@3@ increased at almost the
50%) between all the African- American social cess$£ven though she only had
a part- time wage, Baker worked more than forty reoa week teaching
economics bases to African- Americans. She wasicethat knowing some
economics they would have become more prudent coeisu Ella also created
the Young Forum, a course, dedicated to young nmmelnvaomen in which they
were asked to analyze the happening of the dayderdo find a solution. It was
important, for Baker, that all the young peopletipgrating to those classes were
active, which means that Ella didn’t considered thwprto participate and just
listen to what she had to say; she, instead, wahtd to talk their minds out, to
share their opinions so that they would developettitical perspective of the
most important issues of the moment.

Along with such classes she also founded the tmmkedture the Mother in the
Parks group. It's not actually clear how an unneatrichildless woman on her
thirties was able to lesson a group of mothers imgein Colonial and St.
Nicholas Parks. We don't even know exactly whasthepeeches were about but
they would have probably regarded the school systsituation and all the other
major topics. One thing is sure she attended algtioups she felt were in need of

education, because she was deeply convinced thatbgneducating all social

' Not to be confused with Ernestine Louise Rose (fRmiowsky), 1810-1892. She was an

abolitionists, civil rights activists, and suffratge
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classes from the lowest to the highest, they wbale be able to exit such second
level citizenship situation.

By 1936 the Club was shut down due to the econanisés and Baker thanks to
her friendship with Lester Granger, who at the timas the secretary of the
Committee on Negro Welfare for the Welfare CountiNew York City, began
working for the Workers’ Education Project (WEP),beanch of the Works
Progress Administration (WPAY.

At thirty-two years old Baker obtained, for thesfitime in her entire life a fixed
wage. The WPA was one of the only, if not the guiplic agency that enlisted a
lot of women and the absolute first to employ BRgkving them equal work
opportunities as those of the whites. Baker imntetlidelt suitable for the job as
her goals and those of the WPA lined up, that isap fighting unemployment
throughout education. Teachers and organizers, asidflla Baker, were trained
by the WEP to be adult educators and then matchi#dcemmunity groups. An
average WEP teacher would teach almost every flaigselementary economics
to art, to American history to science. Studentae&om different backgrounds:
there was the high skilled worker who had lostjbls as a consequence of the
economic crisis, the young unskilled boys and dgmtsn the neighborhood, the
housewife, old men and women and so on. By 193&Bha&gan monitoring her
fellow instructors in the CED, which was the WEPC®nsumer Education
Division, which had the task to coordinate classesh as consumer’s problems
and consumer education. While in charge she orgdnthe CED classes in
debates, like she did during her time at the putidirary, because she was deeply
convinced that the only way to learn was by talkivith other people and those
talks she promoted would have, in second place.entiaém realized how much
power they were in possession as a collectivityicivlvas one of the main goal of
the division she ruled.

By 1938 the Federal Government, under the attacknofanti-New Deal bloc
created by a group of representatives of both #régs, was forced to cut down

some of its projects, or at least some of thosgeprs branches. As far as the

0 Created by Presidential act in May 1935. It wasréisellt of President Franklin D. Roosevelt's

(1933-1945) Second New Deal which lasted from 183E938.
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WPA was concerned one of the first departmentsetcilt down was Baker’'s
CED.

4.3. The NAACP

Baker found herself jobless and in desperate neechéney. In such situation her
longtime friend, with whom she had worked in the GINsuggested her to send
her application to the National Office of the NAA(Between 1938 and 1941 she
applied for three different jobs within the orgaatian: in 1938 and in 1940 she
submitted twice her candidacy for Assistant youtleaor but she wasn't hired
even though the latter submission was directly ested by the NAACP itself.
Unless she performed an excellent interview, thesfepred a young Madison
Jones over her. In February 1941 Walter White NAACP executive secretary,
decided to take a chance on her and hired Ellaafeix month period, as an
assistant field secretary.

Such experiences marked Baker’s first meeting wéhder discrimination within
a Civil Rights organization. It is unclear whettizgaker had already realized that
the Association was basically sexist, but givendemen is highly possible.
When Baker entered the NAACP talks about an immniieatry of the U.S. into
World War Il were always more regulars. In sucluaiion the Organization was
working in order to end segregation in the so datlefense industries and in the
armed forces. One of the most important African- elican newspapersihe
Pittsburgh Couriey introduced the concept of “Double Victory” thatto say a
program to defeat the Axis’ powers, and at the séime win over Jim Crows
laws in the U.S. As far as Baker was concernedagiteed with The Pittsburg
Courier. She taught that winning over the undentarmeountries of the Axis
wouldn’t have made the U.S. a democratic counsglfit unless segregation had
come to an end. She was convinced that if it was that the U.S. were
considered the.and of Freedombuilt following the ideals of equality, liberty,
and freedom, than segregation, and discriminatiohichv are clearly
undemocratic, shouldn’t exist. In Ellaisords
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We must prove our democratic way of life by bagliagainst and destroying
such undemocratic forces as bigotry, injustice, iatacprejudice and

discrimination. [...] It's not enough to proclaim thae are a nation of free men
because the nation was founded upon the principlekberty, equality and

freedom. We must see that every man is free to vemdtk make a living in

keeping with his ability; and that no one is dertiegl opportunity to an education
because of class, creed or color [...].

Whenever democracy is strengthened by grantirigotored Americans a fuller
measure of citizenship and manhood, all of the deatiz forces throughout the
world have been implemented. On the other handyewnftingement upon the

rights of Negroes as citizens and men, weakens ctuese of democracy

everywherg®

Such line of thought was in direct contrast witl thajority of American citizen’s
view, or at list those of whites’, who saw theiruatry as some sort of a savior
whose only aim was to bring back the value of demmg an example that
everyone should followed as they were light of the world"*2

As soon as she entered the organization as fieletsey Baker started to travel in
order to extend the Association base, that is yasénd more activists willing to
put their lives in danger for a bigger cause.

At the time the NAACP branches in the South weretpgether only by African-
Americans as anti-racist whites were constantledtened by racist and their
organization such as the KKK, with their own liv€ametimes in small towns the
NAACP was the only Civil Rights Organization to ypla the field.

During her years at the NAACP Baker had, sometirtepreserve her autonomy,
but right from the beginning she was very well &gated by the most.

When she entered the Association she was hiregldssecretary a job that given
its major role of linking the NAACP national leadbip to all the other
association divisions, required hard working, ldreyels, and a lot of working

hours.

131 Moye, J. T.op. cit. ,pos. 996- 999- 1002.
132 Reference to Matthew 5:14: "You are the lighttaf tvorld. A city that is set on a hill cannot be
hidden".
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By March 1941 Ella started to travel on behalfled Organization and she did it
with such a passion that she rarely took a brela&,vgas always on the move
giving speeches, and meeting people of every solaak; after her speeches she
rather stayed with normal people and create reishigps with them than leave for
a fancy dinner. Such behavior of hers founded dates in her familiar
background, but most of all in her ideas on howmganization should stand, that
is to say on a large base of people’s participatibren though Baker knew she
had a higher education compared to the people aptoiher meetings she always
showed herself like she was one of them becausguf want someone to
endanger their lives (not that they weren’t befaar)l to share your view you
need to make them identify with yad[...] instead of turning up your nose to turn
them off [...]»* . Such simple, but at the same time smart, wagoctibn turned
Baker into the most appreciated field secretarthieypeople.

If the NAACP gave her the task to raise the nundig¢he associates in order to
scraped-together more money that they need totimveke legal department for
their trial against segregation, she never consdlber audience as just a number,
instead she deeply cared for them. She was cetftainin order to mobilize
masses one should create trustful and familiatioglahips as such kind of bonds
were at the basis of local activism: someone miighimore incline to adhere to a
specific organization if its representative showswledge and interests over the
problem of the community in which they belong.

Baker was convinced that the detached behaviorsheofmajority of the local
branch leaders, towards both social and politisaliés were preventing people
from adhering to the movement. Such situation adsiaf reunite all Blacks under
a same flag, which would ended up in the creatioa strong local branch, made
places for divisions to spread.

Baker wanted to enlarge the base of the NAACP @pdiion which should have
included all social classes but also both sexefortimately the NAACP was not
only a quite elitist organization, but was also dgned as men were its main
components. She pushed women to participate, tonbe@ctivists, to leave their
houses and participate no matter what people woaNe thought. In her speeches
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to the crowds, Ella was used to recall a mothéivef children who managed to
become an activist without leaving her children ibéh demonstrating that
women can be good mothers but at the same timeg hewolved in other
adventures. More in general talks about femalevacparticipation to the
movement were at the order of the day. Baker reddlb be asked by a newly
entered associate whether women should be parddfesent branch and not of
the already created one. She strongly refused andption, because transfer all
women in another all-female branch had the exaneseffects of the segregation
they were trying to defeat and because the orgamzevould inevitably ended up
with women leaving the cause. On the contrary sielyf believed that women
participation should be enlarged. Her talks algmrider equality didn’t stopped
when she became director of branches, on the cgrdhe started fighting more
harshly in order to stop gender related discrinamat

Baker became director of branches in 1943. This pesition allowed her to be
influent on the organization’s programs as she gf@sged with monitoring the
field secretaries and organizing the national effidth local groups. One of the
first actions Ella undertook, as director of braeghwas to enlarge the democratic
base of the NAACP as she found inconceivable tamniational office had more
to say about the management of some local situdtian the people actually
working in the field. In trying to do such operatishe met the hostilities of the
executive secretary Walter White with whom sheaalyehad problems in the past
caused by Baker non-elitist view of the organiza@sostructure. This time she
was actually jeopardizing his position as execuseeretary of the movement.
Her dedication to the reduction of bureaucracy wviththe organization
automatically implied the reduction of the powertbé executive secretary in
favor of the one of local leadekd...] persons living and working in a community are
in a better position to select leadership for a momity project than one coming into the
community [...J** vision that the elitist White didn’t shared.

According to Baker, democracy had to be at theshbaisihe NAACP as it was the
only solution to increase the number of its memblersrder to achieve this goal,

projects should have been chosen by following lpotip processes instead of top

B4 |vi, p. 139.
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down which means that local branches (periphegbksyld have suggested to the
national office (the core) what instances they #hdwave followed. As a direct
consequence of such re-organization the NAACP fukieal stiffness, which
allowed those at the national office to basicallynahe organization, would have
lost its rigidity and favorited local branches leeghips, which, at the moment,
were left without any guidance, as White and hilowes were more preoccupied
on talks rather than on actions, and considered sketions as some sort of their
personal heralds or sheriffs of Nottingham as fartlee raise of money was
concerned.

In addition to this view Baker had another pointcohtrast with White: sexism.
Baker though that men and women should have thes sassibility in all the
aspects of life, and as far as the NAACP was comeckthe presence of women,
not only would have widen the democratic populasebdut also made the
Association more similar to the actual society. dhfnately, women in the
movement were highly underrated because of sexism.

These two points of disagreement, together witkerogroblems, would never be
resolved and are between the main causes whidbdkelr to leave the NAACP.

In the three years of her directorate, Baker, ressdbf the more than possible
White’s reaction, organized some leadership comgres Tulsa, Shreveport,
Atlanta, Chicago, Easton, Jacksonville and Indialiap Before each of those
gatherings she was used to give the audience soesionnaires inquiring the
audience over what theme they would have rathkratabut. At list one of those
conferences, the one hold in Atlanta, proved ithalidamental as two activists
from Montgomery, Alabama attended it: Rosa Parks BrD. Nixon (see sub-
chapter 2.2) with whom Ella Baker would becomenftie

In the meantime her relationship with Walter Whéed other activists was
coming to an end as they considered Baker as ¢dlffito work with” probably
because they felt they leadership was put in dabgen unconventional woman.
Critics over Baker grew drastically when she ask@dsome time off due to
personal problems.

In summer 1945, Martha, who died in October, wa gy ill and Baker needed

to be with her as much as she could; furthermoesaglopted her nine-years-old

103



niece. Jackie was daughter to Maggie who wasnd tblook after her (she didn’t
know how to take care of herself, so carrying folitde girl was out of
discussion) and for that reason she was living witima and Curtis. Anna was
aging while Curtis who wrote to Ella about their timer’'s inability to raise the
little girl was an unmarried man.

Even though Ella started thinking that her rolehwitthe organization was not, at
least totally, compatible to her new role of mothhbis wasn’t the primary reason
which led her to leave her job at the NAACP aswsed to receive the help of her
husband, who seemed to perfectly fit in his new dla father, and of Mrs. Lena
who lived upstairs.

As Baker said at the time of her departure fromrbker as director of branches:

[...] | feel that the Association is falling short b$ present possibilities; that the
full capacities of the staff have not been usedt there is little chance of mine
being utilized in the immediate future. Neither o all of these reasons would
induce me to resign if | felt that objective andhbst discussions were possible
and that remedial measures would follow. Unfortalyatl find no basis for
expecting this. My reactions are not sudden butimetative, and are based upon
my own experience during the past five years aedetkperience of other staff,

both present and formé&t’

After her departure from the NAACP, the relatiopshshe was able to build with
members of the various branches turned to be lmaledis she was often called to
participate and give one of her powerful speeches.

By 1952 she was appointed as the first woman torbecpresident of the New
York Branch. As soon as she took her chair she idmely moved the head
office from downtown to Harlem. Right from the bexging of her presidency it
was clear that she would have managed the entaecBraccording to her ideas
regarding the democratic process within the orgdion.

Between 1952 and 1953 Baker’s Branch together @thier organization started a
powerful offensive in order to promote school refsr and fight against

segregation and police ruthlessness by alwaysgtgmot mention frequent talks
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about the so called Cold War that in her opinioulddave negatively influenced
her work by shifting from local to internationakgutes.

As shown in her previous experiences as a CivihRigctivist she had always
been interested in educating people and if in 8%0% she had spent a lot of time
by teaching to adult people, in both the 1940s Bs she mainly focused on
elementary and secondary education. Such a changeriinterests might be
related to the fact that Ella was forced to enlestkie in a private Quaker school
as it was the only solution she and Bob had to &sutheir daughter in a
desegregated environment. Anyway, Baker never\mli¢hat private structures
could possibly fill the lack of the public ones asd her entire NAACP New
York’s Branch started to work together with Kennatid Mamie Phipps Clarks,
two African- American psychologists, in order t@liease schooling opportunities
for all unfortunate children, the majority of whdmad Puerto-Rican and African-
American heritages. For once in her entire carila’s goal corresponded to
those of the NAACP: desegregation of public sch@bkir fights would end up in
the 1954 Supreme Court’s sentezewn vs. Board of Educatiomhich declared
the unconstitutionality of segregation in publibsols. Before the Supreme Court
sentence, Baker and her Branch supported the @neatithe Parents in Action
against Educational Discrimination, a movement @imon people, which for
the majority were African- American and Puerto Rigerents, fighting for their
children rights to attend public and desegregatéwas. Although the Supreme
Court had declared segregation in schools uncatistial, in 1957 Baker was
still fighting the same war. Her Branch, togethathwParents in Actions, was
asking for better schools and teachers for thald@n. The absence of answers
to their requests ended up in a very agitate detradio right in front of the City
Hall, where more than 500 demonstrators (Bakewuged) managed to obtain a
meeting with Mayor Robert Wagner, achievement thatl, probably, been
possible thank to an observation Baker addressetlVagner in which she
underlined the fact that he couldn’t refuse toelisto them as elections were
closer. She was basically threatening the Mayosséying that if he didn't, at
least, listen to what those citizens had to sagy tind all their fellow Blacks and
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Puerto Ricans wouldn’t have vote for him at the tnebections, which was
something Wagner could not afford.

Another crusade Baker started while President efNew York Branch was the
one against police brutality which was a seriousbfgm for the entire nation.
Instances of citizens beaten by the police thathed the NAACP were hundreds
per year. By February 1953 the anger rose as temipent newspapers dhe
New York Telegramand The Sunpublished two articles in which the journalist
revealed the presence of an undisclosed arrangernetween the U.S.
Department of Justice and the New York Police Dipant that prevented the
FBI from looking into possible cases of police htity, by classifying those
actions as internal affairs. In response to thasmisations, one month later the
Patrolmen’s Benevolent Association together withheot police association
declared that the accusations were nothing more aH&€ommunist plot” against
police forces. Baker felt clearly that the citizensere being laughed at, and
reacted by stating [...] no communist plot can explain away the fdeattJacob
Jacksoff® had to undergo two brain operations...nor does fiflax how other able-
bodied persons have walked into police precinais,had to be carried out as hospital
cases [...]%".

In late 1953 Baker decided to run for the New Y@iky Council, and for that
reason she left her role as President of the bra®izé obviously was not elected,
being a woman and black didn’t helped her caseshatsucceeded in defying the
system.

Even though Ella tryed hard not to mention therimaé&onal Cold War related
events in order to not shift the public attentiooni local threats, such a view was
not shared by the majority of the American popolatiAround the so called Cold
War those at the power managed to create somefsarhational psychosis for
which everything that happened was caused by someftplot orchestrated by
the Soviets. Following this line of thought the NBR was accused to be linked
to the communist party. The NAACP was indeed coragdsy people of different

political believes, so members of the communistyparere indeed activists (at

13 Jacob Jackson and Samuel Crawford, in summer 1852 seriously beaten by two police

officers in the West 534Street station.
“” Ransby, B.pp. cit.,p. 157.
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the same way as the liberals, the democrats amsotiere) and no one of them
had never caused problems within the organizatiorhad ever behaved as
national threats. Baker herself admired some ottmemunist principles, and had
a lot of friend who were members of the party, &rdthat she was watched by
the FBI as a possible dissident. She was sooneclear

In the late 1950s due to the increase of threats,aat of forces, it became clear
to the NAACP national office they needed to purlje¢he activists who were also
members of the communist party. Baker who was vmgrkbn the executive

committee of the New York branch was invited toisisthe Internal Security

Committee with the task of removing from their posi every subject

sympathetic to the communist ideology.

4.4. In Friendship

When Anna Ross died on December 1954 Ella feln#ed to continue her work
and economically support those who were fightingifeedom in the deep South.
In the wake of the Montgomery Bus Boycott (see bkabter 2.2) , Baker,
together with Stanley Levisoif and Bayard Rustii’, brought In Friendship to
life- in order to assist those activist who werghfing for desegregate public
transportation in Montgomery. In such situation iertihe NAACP interests were
focusing on the advent of a new leadership, theleshéy Martin Luther King Jr,
Ella was paying attention to the bottom of the mogat, that is to say to the
citizen. Actually, she was more than pleased talsaiewhat was happening down
there, what Rosa Parks, who was acquainted torBake her fellow citizens
managed to put in practice, was exactly what skve baen preaching for the last
couples of decades: a bottom up participation. 8gaed that boycott was|...]
unpredicted, where thousands of individuals, julstchb ordinary people, subjected
themselves to inconveniences that were certainfpi the thinking of most folk... this

meant you had a momentum that had not been seen,ievhe work of the NAACP.

8 Stanley Levison was a Jewish businessman and laasgerciate with the communist party.

¥ Bayard Rustin was a Black gay Quaker affiliatehi® communist party.
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And it was something that suggested the potentialvidespread action throughout the
South [...}*°.

Unlike the NAACP, In Friendship allowed all peopi€ all the faiths, political
parties and social classes to participate to itsksvo Although Baker's role as
executive secretary was initially unpaid she putdmeil to see her project become
to life. Her efforts were repaid on February"22956 when the first campaign,
called “Action Conference” was launched in order reose money for the
Mississippi farmers. In the same year, on Decemb@$6, In Friendship
organized another found-raising at the ManhattameéZeln this occasion activists
such as Harry Belafonte, Duke Ellington and Cor8itatt King (wife to Martin
Luther King Jr.) took the stage to celebrate th@iea@ment of the Montgomery
Bus Boycott. During the event $1.800 were collectdte money raised were half
donated to the MIA, while the rest was grantedwo Black tenants in Yazoo,
Mississippi and in Clarendon County, North Caroliwho had been removed
from their jobs because, right after tBeown vs. Board of EducatimSupreme
Court sentence, they tried to enroll their childneto an historically white- only
school. Such kind of help was typical to In Friemgs actually it was the reason
behind its creation. Baker wanted to help all & #ttivists, which in the South
were for the major part poor, uneducated peopleemathomically dependent on
whites, that she considered at the basis of theekh@nt. She also managed to
support local leaders by paying them to be presgngts much meetings,
workshops and conferences as they could, as sheexi@n that in this way they
would have learn to organize their followers.

Eventually, this organization lasted only for thyears as it was replaced by other
bigger Civil Rights organizations created with #rdargement of the Movement
itself, but it was fundamental as the new assamiatitook inspiration from In
Friendship. One example of all is the Southern Ziam Leadership Conference
led by Martin Luther King Jr.
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4.5. The SCLC

On January 1957, Baker and Rustin went South iardalsupport and participate
to the meeting which would ended up with the coeatf the Southern Christian
Leadership Conference (SCLC) whose primary purpese the continuation in
all Southern States of the Montgomery protest.

Baker was quite exited for the results achieve@labama because it meant that
her theories regarding the possibility of the doeabf a democratic association
with a bottom up approach, which was in direct casit with the NAACP’s
structure, were applicable to real life. Followitigis line of thoughts she
considered the leaders who came out from the béai#emost successful. Even
though, for the entire years of the Boycott, Bakerd her association In
Friendship had economically supported low profiiéivasts under the belief that
they would have made the difference, both the naticand international
attentions were focused toward a young ministemfistlanta, Georgia: Martin
Luther King Jr.

The creation of the SCLC is normally bestowed tatMa_uther King Jr., even if
both the Reverend and Baker claimed that it wasesioimg originated from the
minds of the majority of the activists as they fblé need of the presence of an
organization they could entrust. This underlinefdet that the organization of the
Civil Rights Movement’ was not structured.

Right from the beginning Baker’s relationship wkling wasn’t perfect. If she
seemed to despise the power he had obtain- shghththat all the fame he had
gained was unmerited as there were more desereingstés who had fallen into
the unknown- King, in some occasions, acted likdhauvinist. While structuring
the Conference a public political personality wasded and King thought of both
Levison and Rustin- who, by that time, had becomehrsonal advisers- but not
of Baker, who was the most navigate activist betwtbem all. In such situation
Baker’s disappointment was deep as her projecafoon- gendered, non- class
differentiated organization was ultimately over.sinch situation she stated...]

After all, who was I? | was a female, | was oldidn’t have any Ph. D. [...]%"

11 1vi, p. 173.
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Regardless of all such personal dramas, the SCLChnaught to life on January
10", 1957 in Dr. Martin Luther King Sr." Ebenezer BapChurch in Atlanta. Ella
worked for the organization of the meeting in whitle structure of the SCLC
was decided. The Baptist Church was at the basiBeohew organization and it
managed to link various Baptist ministers who wighting for Black freedom.
During the gathering it was also decided that mheorto preserve their goals they
would apply the nonviolence principle.

It is highly probable that the choice of the grdapmdd the word “Christian” was
related to the Cold War. Basically, they fearedbéoaccused of being a group of
communists, as happened to the NAACP, and by imgduduch a word, they
would have saved the group from such accusatiomigisowere said to be
atheists). Ministers- in order to be considered'decent people” (as the white
components of the American society were) - alwagewed themselves as
exemplary human being: perfectly educated and wiedlssed people, devoted to
Good.

Baker, at the start of the January"1feeting, had already realized that the
structure and the organization of the Conferencealldvdhave never met her
expectation for two main reasons: women, who hadgr fundamental, such as
Rosa Parks and Joanne Gibson Robinson, for theessiaef the Montgomery
Boycott were offered to participate to the SCLCt they were never allowed to
occupy leadership roles; in addition to that, Bakes worried about the general
situation in the South where the majority of Blackizens were living in a
situation of deep poverty and the SCLC seemedn® a@aly about their access to
the vote.

On May 17", 1957, exactly three years after Bewn vs. Board of Education’s
sentence the SCLC made it first public appearant¢beaPrayer Pilgrimage for
Freedom at the Lincoln Memorial in Washington, DEaker was obviously
within the main organizers. As a consequence oh saianeeting, which put
together between 25.000 and 30.000 peaceful deratmrst President
Eisenhower was obliged to meet with some Civil R8gkeaders and later ratified
the 1957 Civil Rights Act, which predisposed theation of a Civil Rights

Commission appointed with the task to search asgipte voting right abuse.
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After the Pilgrimage Baker went back to New YoiR, fact, although she
participated to the creation of the SCLC she wdksasmember of the NAACP
New York’s Branch and a founding member of thd-stirviving In Friendship.
She considered each of these groups differentabdihe same time necessary
parts of the same fight to win over injustices todgaBlack citizen.

By February 1958 the SCLC had organized anothempaan, theCrusade for
Citizenship with the goal of multiply the number of AfricaAmerican voters in
the Southern States who were prevented to votehbywhites’ segregation
system. In order to put together such Crusade @ieCSneeded someone with
organizational and political experienced abilitiesvison and Rustin immediately
promoted Ella’s candidacy, as they consideredheentost experienced activist in
the field, with a lot of important connections. @ivthe situation, a skeptical King
decided to hire Baker as a field organizer, until@e suitable figure was found.
When Baker first arrived in Atlanta, in mid-Janud858, she found no phone, or
staff, actually the entire office was missing andirder to proceed with her work
she was forced to utilize the resources of the Eb@nBaptist Church which was
led by King's father, Martin Luther King Sr., ontlee church’s employees had
done with their jobs. Luckily for the entire orgaaiion Rev. Samuel Williams, a
member of the SCLC, offered an office to Baker ambn it became the
coordination center of the Conference.

The Crusade program aimed to organize meetings muech cities as they could,
and twenty-one cities adhered to the project. Tineumt of work Baker had to
face in such a situation was quite significant: sinete and sent letters, spoke on
the phone (sometimes for almost the entire day)amdhe was not satisfied by
the achievements she obtained, by staying behdesk, she packed her things up
and started traveling in order to help her causatds a direct approach with the
people they wanted to influence. Even though théANR didn’t help the SCLC’s
cause as the national office feared that the newlmanference wanted to
“overthrown” the first from its position of absotutleadership, most of the
NAACP branches were proven fundamental in helpirakel to organize the

mobilization.
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Although Baker managed to successfully organizethesade for Citizenship she
was certain that King and the other SCLC’s mingstiead never considered to
employ her in a permanent way. This situation hddtdo do with the general
organization of the Baptist Church which was peedaty a culture of gender
discrimination which founded its basis in the mat@st American gendered
culture. As Baker once statedhe role of women in the southern church [...] teat

of doing the things that the minister said he wantehave done. It was not one in which

they were credited with having creativity and &titve and capacity to carry out things

»142.

Baker had a really hard time in bearing the way rreated women within the
Conference, and obviously she often spoke her rabwlit the problem, but in
general it might be argued that her pugnacious \behavas held back by the
certainty that they were fighting for an even intpat achievement: Blacks’
freedom.

With the passing of the days Baker became lesslgedt toward ministers’
behaviors as she realized their actions appearbd to direct contrast with what
they preached in their sermoRrsg|...] after spending the morning at some sister's
house doing what they shouldn’t have been doing»}*]

Despite of Baker’s disgust for ministers she cargoh working for the SCLC by
enrolling, examining and choosing new aspirants tfug role of executive
director.

Baker’'s disappointments weren’t the only probleme SCLC had to face: on
September 1958 King survived an attempted murdeitevin Harlem publicizing
his new book entitle@tride toward Freedomstaged by a women suffering of
mental illness. Luckily King survived the stubbibgt was forced to suspend all
the activities on his agenda. In order to face sitthation Ella temporarily took
the stage and fulfilled to all the events King v&feduled to participate: from
public speeches for the Conference to promoting riesv volume. While
substituting King she became even more reluctaautaber participation to the
SCLC as she understood that nothing moved unlesg ¢idn’'t want to.
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At this point is necessary to underline the faet Baker’s frictions with King did

not include his persona- she was deeply touchedibystubbing (and later
homicide) and appreciated him for stepping into@ingl Rights’ cause instead of
hiding himself in the Black middle, class he wast g but rather to his public
persona which contrasted with Baker’'s idea of admetup movement, as she
thought that the national and international focashts leadership would have
ended up in the self- alienation of local lead&ise argued that [...] Instead of

the leader as a person who was supposed to be & mmag, you could develop
individuals who were bound together by a concept tienefited the larger number of
individuals and provided an opportunity for themgmw into being responsible for

carrying out a program [...}%"

4.6. The SNCC

Some historians argued that in the late 1950s @inghkening of the Cold War had
turned the Civil Rights organizations into fragdeganisms, but things were very
different.

In 1959 the struggle spread in a more local lendl larought to some of the most
powerful mass mobilization of the entire history thie Movement. In such
situation Baker, while still working for the Conéerce, started working with those
local associations in order to organize them. TWthe organizations she worked
with were: the Alabama Christian Movement for HunRights (ACMHR) in
Birmingham, and the United Christian Movement IGdCMI) in Shreveport,
Louisiana.

As far as Ella was concerned she was deeply emt$iisi for the new
developments in the deep South as it was exactit alire had been hoping for in
her entire carrier as a Civil Rights activist, tisto say a strong mobilization of
the local communities.

Even though many of the local leaders were assatiwatth the SCLC, not all of
them had embraced the principle of non-violenceeardio King- and Baker,

herself, was quite skeptical as in many casesdfusal of using violence would
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have eventually (and did) led to the death of Bleitizens. Baker was obviously
not encouraging Black people to start a civil wart better to defend themselves,
and their lives by any mean possible as the Caonisiit allowed them to.

The resistance of southern people toward Jim CrawsLwas so inspiring for
Baker that she became more and more intolerarémopdsition within the SCLC,
and by the time she was planning to leave King'ganization the mass
mobilizations had been substituted by sit-ins.

On February %, 1960, four African- American college students ldesdl they
would have not leave the Woolworth’s in Greensbdworth Carolina, until
someone didn’t served them to eat in the whitervesearea. After a four days
occupation the white owner decided to bring themesdunch, right where they
wanted. Soon, this action became the first of mamy by the end of the spring
more than 100 southern cities had follow those esitsl example. A lot of
peaceful protesters became victims of white raximunter-demonstrators.

When Baker heard about the sit-ins they didn't m#der appearance into
national television and newspapers yet, she wagayesl- even though surprised
by the speed with which these sit-ins were orgahibecause it appeared to her
that all her talks about a more participated demmmgrcharacterized by a bottom
up participation were finally becoming real.

Manifestations, sit- ins, and mass mobilizationesmhorganized by local leaders,
but as soon as Baker became involved, in each oteio activities, she decided
they needed to be brought together, as she wasinomalv they would have
benefited from the sharing of expertise, and resesir

In those early moments Baker was working on bebfathe SCLC- which was
interested to made those young students flow hemtganization- and was pretty
much astonished by the accomplishment they mantmgeelach in such a short
period of time, without the help of the most infiieorganizations such as the
SCLC and the NAACP.

Being certain that those activists needed to becadd to the Civil Rights
struggle, with the support of the SCLC, Baker orgeth a meeting from the 16
to the 18 of April, 1960. The gathering was an enormous ess@s two hundred

people showed up. The meeting was held at Shawelsity. Even though Baker
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would have proven essential for the developmenhefstudent’'s movement the
majority of people hasten into the meeting becaMsetin Luther King was
scheduled to give one of his powerful speecheghik very occasion Ella was
very pleased to exploit King’s fame and populabigcause it was a way to attract
people and his presence would have convinced thedcthat their actions were
important at national level, that they were esséintithe quest.

While the activists who joined the convention weigcussing issues, and more in
general brain storming each- others, Ella was émfting the entire crowd. First of
all she made sure that the SCLC wouldn’t absoriStodents’ Movement for two
main reasons: not all the students shared the suply of non-violence, and
neither Baker who at the same time feared that themexation to the SCLC
would have turned them into some moderate burettggstem which would
ended up in dissolving their promising actionsoselty she managed to reduce to
the minimum the presence of the media, and thidoeoause she had something
against them, but because she wanted the attetmlespak their minds freely
without being influenced by the presence of babid press and television. Such
choice can also be related to the fact that King thare, and back in those times
wherever and whenever he went media were following so it is possible that
both him and Ella took such decision in order toul® on student’s activities
rather than on King’s persona. King presence waslew because students would
better realize they were important, essential foeter change.

By the end of the meeting the Student Nonviolenbr@mating Committee
(SNCC) - sometimes pronouncedick was brought to life and both Baker and
King were asked to assist them as adult counsdloappears clear that the new
Committee was created by considering both Bakenkking's visions as it was
separated from the SCLC and had embraced the jplenzi nonviolence.

Baker’'s democratic approach had always caused lograd problems with other
organizations. She was convinced that any individhaal the right to make a
difference, to be its own leader, and to parti@pat every social sphere
regardless of their education, their gender orctiler of their skin. Following this
line of thought women, from the beginning to thel ef the group, were able to
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become leaders. The SNCC was the first, and maybenly, non-gender Civil
Rights Organization.

Following the creation of the SNCC, in order toph#the youngest part of the
Movement to organize itself (or to influenced igker left the SCLC even though
she remained very close to her previous colleagqagegshe new born group
momentarily occupied a corner in the SCLC’s baseAoburn Avenue. Right
from the beginnings student leaders were callgghtticipate to national meetings
together with the most important leaders from thRARP and the SCLC, King
included.

From its creation in 1960 to early 1961 the SNC@aaized sit-ins almost
everywhere from theaters to bus stations, basieaigrywhere the segregationist
laws were applied. Their popularity would eventpalrow when they became
involved with theFreedom Ridesgroups of interracial men and women traveling
from North to South, who defied “Colored” and “WiOnly” signals by using
the same rest and waiting rooms. As expected busses burnt and freedom
riders beaten almost to death, but what was woasttivat even representatives of
the U.S. Justice Department and journalists wholdesssh appointed with the task
of observing and reporting to the Federal Goverrimgarticipated to the
beatings. Such inflamed situation put at stakerétetionship between President
Kennedy and the African- American community who ated for him in mass
as he promised he would have been their ally. Kéyymeas accused of not being
fast enough in its responses, and to not care @&laaks. Such point of view was
contrasted by both King (and later by its biographand Kennedy himself who
from his election, to the day of his assassinatr@tde numbers of remarks and
law propositions, such as the Civil Rights Actswihich it appeared clear he was

fund of the African- American cause:

[...] | am certain that it was no easy task to cogsprinto a single volume the
American Negro's century-long struggle to win thall fpromise of our
Constitution and Bill of Rights.

He has not, of course, been alone in this struddés and women of every racial
and religious origin have helped. But | am suré thi& report will remind us that

it is the Negroes themselves, by their couragestealdfastness, who have done
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most to throw off their legal, economic, and sotiahds which, in holding back
part of our Nation, have compromised the consciemzt haltered the power of

all the Nation. In freeing themselves, the Negrhomge enlarged the freedoms of

all Americans [...J:*

Both King and Kennedy seemed to underline the tlaat late and insufficient
responses weren’'t caused by the Presidential ladomcern, but better for the
presence of other international worries concerniregsurvival of the American
supremacy, i. e. the hardening of the Cold War.

In order to try and save the Freedom Riders’ lihesfederal government charged
them with the violation of segregation ordinance$ {he State they were
protesting in) and sentenced them to a brief penbdail. Obviously such
resolution was absurd but it saved lives. After thenof beatings and
incarcerations the Interstate Commerce Commissidered the desegregation of
all means of transportation by September.

Such victory was very important for the SNCC aspiibven its abilities to
influence national politics and to gain the deteration it was needed for the
achievement of the entire Movement's goal: CivigiRs for African-Americans.
With the winning over the segregationist rules 8CC became bigger not only
in fame but also the number of the associates asereTalks about the group
actions were at the order of the day and whileaadir thought that they should
followed the path in which they started, that iss&y by continuing with the
organization of sit-ins and other high profiled riegs; others thought that they
should have concentrated their forces preparingl lpeople with the goal of
politically empowering the majority of the citizetisey could, more specifically
by educating the masses in exercising their votmgl registrations rights.
Differences became so widen that some of the SN&@edo the conclusion that
the association should have been divided, buBéer, this wasn’t an option and
she strongly stated thatl opposed the split as serving the purpose oktramy3*.
Baker instead suggested the development of twaossctone charged with the

145 http://www.presidency.ucsb.edu/ws/index.php?pidsEst=civil+rights&st1=.
146 Ransby, B.pp. cit, p. 269.
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task of educating voters and the other one withntinesion of scheduling direct
actions and manifestations.

The influence of Ella Baker was palpable especiailythe works of the
“educational branch” that brought back to life thgaker's Model”, in other
words Ella’s modus operandishe used while in the NAACP and SCLC, of
bonding with the local communities.

In spite of the media indifference in Baker's waRkd personality, it appeared
evident that she was considered the principal adwsthe young movement.

The SNCC played a very important role in all thesirgs that developed in
Southern States in the early and mid-1960s, byraved fundamental in the
Black Freedom movement’ voting rights campaign wWwhitook place in
Mississippi between 1961 and 1964.

The majority, if not all, of the activists, Bakeefoiended, thought of Mississippi
as some sort of an impenetrable fortress but Baksrcertain that in order to kill
the monster (racism) it needed to be eradicated ft®roots.

This Southern state was the nightmare of everyiattiecause no one knew what
was happening down there. Journalists were pregt@éateeport any of the actions
the racists engaged against the black populatiwheaen the federal government
was able to receive few information about the situa

Following her aim of educating rural and poor pepoin Baker (and of course
the SNCC) wanted to enter Mississippi- by using amgans possible- so she
started her quest by reconnecting with all the Mgppian activists she meet
while working for the NAACP and the SCLC.

By the time they arrived in the racists state, SN&&f@ivists started to develop a
plan of action that would brought there media amsl,a consequence, national
attention.

The problem was that they didn’t know how. Basic#lflere were two schools of
thought: the first was convinced that more whitévasis from the North had to
come there and contrast their fellow whites’ segtiegist environment; while the
second suggested to focus on the local black pbpaland in their ability to
learn. This second option was mostly shared by Bak® was convinced that it

was necessary|...] to get people to understand that in the lnmgthey themselves are
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not the only protection they have against violeocejustice. [...] People have to made
to understand that they cannot look for salvatioywdnere but to themselved's

The second choice was ultimately the one the orgéiopn engaged for two main
reasons: it was the most close to Baker’s lindhotight; and the SNCC feared for
the lives of the white activists. In the history ®ississippi white anti-
segregationists suffered more brutal torture thiach® as they were conceived to
be traitors of the motherland.

Following their decision the SNCC started a hugeration for the registration of
black voters. The entire operation was sponsoredhbyCouncil of Federated
Organization (COFO), a Mississippian Civil Right®gp, and even though the
majority of the helpers came from the SNCC, the NAA and the SCLC
participated too. The 1963 campaign cafededom Votevas carried through by
the students, mostly white, of northern universiidho according to the plans had
to move across the state and collect vote for a &é&ction. It turned out that 98
percent of Black voters, who apparently were irge@ to vote, were prevented
from giving their ballot by whites’ criminal behars.

SNCC volunteers worked frantically for three yeamsl managed to achieve some
consistent results.

The 1964Freedom Summewras the most promoted of all the projects the SNCC
undertook in Mississippi.

Whites activist had always been important for tindl®Rights Movement as a lot
of its fundamental achievements were possible thatok their presence. In
Baker’s view, it was not that white activists wenere important the black ones,
rather they were complementary to each other. Strgdrom this vision Baker
was convinced that in order to introduce black hM&ppian to the democratic
process white student activists had to travel samith become teachers. A lot of
students answered to the call, but if Baker wadlatr by the number of
northerner that had signed in, other organizerewencerned about three main
worries: the first two regarded the massive preseasfcwhite activists- Would
their presence weaken the blacks’ one? Having halkd anti-segregationists

whites in their cities would intensify whites’ ratiacts of violence? -; the third

7 erner, G., “Developing Community Leadership” Bfack Women in White Americsew
York, Pantheon, 1972, p. 347.
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was related to the commitment of non-violence- &ththey respond to brutalities
with acts of force or not?

In order to answer these questions a SNCC vetgathgring was held from June
9" to the 11" In the meeting Baker spoke her minds out, undeglpnce again
her huge influence on the organization. As far lees first two questions were
concerned she answered that:

One of the reasons we’re going into Mississippthat the rest of the
United States has never felt much responsibilitywbat happens in the
Deep South. The country feels no responsibility doesn’t see that as an
indictment. Young people will make the Justice Dapant move [...]. If
we can simply let the concept that the rest of tihaion bears
responsibility for what happens in Mississippi sink then we will have
accomplished somethirtg®

When it came to the third, she recalled that tbeganization was not devoted to
violence, but neither to the “authorized” killing$ its member. It was ultimately
decided that activists, participating to the summegject were not allowed to
carry a gun, even some of them did.

One of the biggest projects who came out fromRreedom Summaewere the
Freedom SchoolsSuch schools had been created in order to supgpadk
education in the State. When the first school waened on July 1964, it was
clear that Ella directions had once, once agaienb®llowed. Even though
activists taught the American Constitution and Howead and write in order to
prepare black citizen to the test that would haNewad them to vote, as the
Citizenship schools did, they wanted their studémidevelop critical skills which
was exactly what Ella had been preaching for h&rescarrier as an activist.

Even though Baker left the SNCC in 1967, the rtosiame of the association, as
we know it, and the achievements it obtained durihg years have to be

connected to Ella Baker and her democratic priesipl

18 1vi, p. 322.
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During the 1940s Baker collaborated with other ement and organization such
as she remained very active in the field of theilRights until her death on
December 18, 1986, day of her 83birthday. Her strong ideas, her personality,

her principle and her stubbornness will alwaysuefice our lives.
4.7. It was all about democracy

All her activism was based on the principle of ggsatory democracy which

rotate around three main ideas: civil society’stipgoation is essential in the

process of decision making; the power of hierachmeist be reduced in favor of
the one of the organizations operating for a sadiahge; and direct interventions
in the places where injustice rules.

Her faith in such principle, which came directlgrin her youth in North Carolina,

was at the basis of her entire life and, to fulfich vision she left two of the most
important Civil Rights Organizations. She felt batle NAACP and the SCLC

were filled with bureaucracy and reflected theiagae on the heroic figure of its
leaders. While talking of the SCLC and of his legadéartin Luther King Jr., she

once said that:

In government service and political life | have ajw felt it as a handicap for
oppressegeople to depend so largely upon a leader, beamisetunately

in our culture, the charismatic leader usually Ibees a leader because he
has found a spot in the public limelight. It usyatheans he has been
touted through the public media, which means thatrhedia made him,
and the media may undo him. There is also the dangesur culture that,
because a person is called upon to give publiersiants and is acclaimed
by the establishment, such a person gets to the pbbelieving that he is
the movement. Such people get so involved with iptaythe game of
being important that they exhaust themselves aed time, and they

don’t do the work of actually organizing peopfé.

191vi, p. 351.
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In order to pursue her democratic vision, whichuded a deep sense of equality,
Baker decided that people living in rural area, andre in general the poor,
needed to be educated because education was thevaylthey had to achieve
freedom.

Right after her studies at Shaw, she fought agdwestmother and against a
gendered society to not become a teacher becaatsedb exactly what they were
expecting from her. Eventually she would turned iohe of them, of course not
in the classic mean of the term, but always an &uc

Baker’'s educational approach was affected by tla#iait Marxist's theorist
Antonio Gramsci who thought thatevery teacher is always a pupil and every pspil i
always a teacher¥. Stressing from this Gramscian reflection, Bakalized that a
good teacher should learn from its students andtaoght to them without
appreciating whatever they have to say, both sch@ad educators needed to
teach and learn from each other. She didn’'t waherdstudents to listen to her
without any objections, to think that she was sosoet of a reservoir of
knowledge they couldn’t contradict. She aimed toetigp their critical skills no
matter to what social class or racial group hedetis belonged to. Education
depends on teamwork for that is important to pigndie, brainstorm and listen to
what others have to say. This thought of her wa® aklated to another
assumption Gramsci made during his stay in pris®he mode of being of the new
intellectual can no longer consist in eloquenceijctvtis an exterior and momentary
mover of feeling and passions, but in active pgrditon in practical life, as constructor,
organizer, “permanent persuader” not just a siropi¢ors>",

The act of teaching should follow the democratim@ple too, so been able to
listen to other people talking was essential, arakeB did it multiple times.
During the conferences she held for the NAACP,32.C and the SNCC Baker
remained hours without emitting a sound while hatg to some discussion. She
actually was very interested to the crowd’s talksol she considered useful in
order to understand the societies in which thoseplee were living. The

%0 Morera, E., “Gramsci and democracy”,@anadian Journal of Political Scienc23, n. 1,
March 1990, p.28-37.

5! Gramsci Selections from Prison NotebooRs,10. Cited from Ransby BElla Baker and the
Black Freedom Movementhe University of North Carolina Press, Chap#ll & London, 2003,
Kindle Edition.
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understanding and the knowledge of a certain socidre essential for the
activists, and a previous awareness of the loeditions, cultures, and problems

would have facilitated their works.
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Conclusion

Women actions in the Civil Rights Movement were damental for its
development and for the achievements it obtainatley are still forgotten by
history, or better by those who write about histdrlis situation depends on the
fact that the Movement’s aim was to reach racial aot gender equality, and in
pursuing such goal men had to demonstrate that Afriean —American
community wasn'’t different from the white racisteprand that is why the clothing
they worn, the hairstyle they showed off, and tekdvior they had were identical
to those of the whites. If | think about the pietsirof that time | can’t recall any
activist wearing an afro cut. The willingness teemble to such racist society had
a direct effect on Black women who had to acquie same style white female
had: the one of great housekeeper. With the retudtsthey were discriminated
twice: first for being female, and second for tleéoc of their skin.

This situation obviously resulted in the underapja@on of black women
activists, who fought with the same strength armdséime courage men did. Their
activism had the ability to connect the poor bladpulation with the black elite
at the core of the Movement, and all the campamghgh took place were
possible thanks to women’s fundraising activities.

Stressing from these facts | wanted to underlin& momen fought not only
against the white segregationist society but atgorst the gendered Movement
they were working for, which didn’t allow them take their right places in
history. Such gender differentiations are explaimethe first two chapters of my
work where the theories about a gendered Amerioaiety and its reflections on
the African-American one, and as a consequenc&®Civil Rights Movement,
are explained by trying to redefying through a m@mdered point of view some
of the most important facts of the time. Whilele second part I've tried to put
the “notions” into “practice”, that is to say tatrsfer the ideas of the first part
into the life and actions of two of the most importt female leaders of the Civil
Rights Movement: Septima Poinsette Clark and Etlseghine Baker, women
who refused to embody the classical definition oihwanhood, and for that were
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erased by the annals of history no matter how fonesdal their actions had
proved to be.

Without Septima Clark the SCLC, led by the mostdasMartin Luther King Jr,
would have never accomplished the titanic efforbifiging to vote 50.000 black
citizens in only one year. Such achievement wasiplesonly because Clark had
always believed that colored adults needed, andtinaid right, to be educated
because education would have freed them from whitesiination, and at the
same time would have improved their confidence hantselves and in their
capabilities and importance as civic citizens. Tngzenship Education Program
would have never been created if it hadn't been Septima Clark multi-
decennials experience in adult education.

Without Ella Baker, the SCLC’€rusade for Citizenshjpvould have turned into
a ruinous experience but thanks to her contactsoth Northern and Southern
States she managed to arrange all the meetings s$fiage in. If it wasn’t for
Baker the SNCC would have been absorbed by the S&hi€h was looking for
young people, but she managed to safeguard therggigrganization because in
her mind students had to follow their own projeatsl not those of some famous
leaders. If the SCLC would have been able to atsienihe SNCC, Baker and the
students wouldn’t probably been capable to entessMsippi and fight the
monster (segregation) from its stomadfreedom Ridersand the Freedom
Summein which theFreedom Schosldeveloped would have never existed.
Unlike men, women are also to be considered thedgarss on the Movement’s
democratic principles. Both Clark and Baker fouhdmselves in contrast with
the general believe that the leader was an eskdigiime for the Movement.
Actually they realized that someone started toebelithat the leader was the
Movement. In order to erase such certainty fromppees minds they went against
the system and tried to widen the democratic bakithe campaign, but they
always founded male activists resistances. Clack Baker wanted every single
person to feel part of the Movement, they wantebttdheir voices be heard, but
apparently no men supported, at least publiclyr three of thoughts.

| think that giving back a voice to all the undéechawomen of the Civil Rights

Movement is fundamental because we are missingaingortant side of the
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story, which would help us shaping a more accukatvledge of its structures
and actions. It means to recognize the sacrifibese¢ women had to endure for
the well-being of an entire population.

It is also important to recognize these women'esdbecause the Civil Rights
Movement didn’t stop with the killing of Martin Lber King Jr, on April &,
1968, in Memphis, Tennessee. There is still nobtal tracial equality in the
“biggest western democracy”. There are differenttigipants but the aim is
always the same, and they need to know what wontersd that they can learn

and maybe win this fight for freedom and equaligfinitively.
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Attachments

AIN'T I A WOMAN? by Sojourner Truth, delivered 1851 at the Women's

Convention in Akron, Ohio.

Well, children, where there is so much racket theust be something out
of Kilter. | think that ‘twixt the negroes of th@@&h and the women at the
North, all talking about rights, the white men vk in a fix pretty soon.

But what's all this here talking about?

That man over there says that women need to bedhéhpo carriages, and
lifted over ditches, and to have the best placeysweere. Nobody ever
helps me into carriages, or over mud-puddles, weggme any best place!
And ain't | a woman? Look at me! Look at my arnilave ploughed and
planted, and gathered into barns, and no man dmdd me! And ain't | a
woman? | could work as much and eat as much asna-mdien | could

get it - and bear the lash as welll And ain't | amvan? | have borne
thirteen children, and seen most all sold off @vslty, and when | cried

out with my mother's grief, none but Jesus hearbdAnd ain't | a woman?

Then they talk about this thing in the head; whétis they call it?

[member of audience whispers, "intellect”] That'sioney. What's that got
to do with women's rights or negroes' rights? If cop won't hold but a
pint, and yours holds a quart, wouldn't you be mmaatrto let me have my

little half measure full?

Then that little man in black there, he says woman't have as much

rights as men, 'cause Christ wasn't a woman! Wtliergour Christ come
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from? Where did your Christ come from? From God andoman! Man
had nothing to do with Him.

If the first woman God ever made was strong enaagturn the world
upside down all alone, these women together ougliitet able to turn it
back, and get it right side up again! And now tiewsking to do it, the
men better let them.

Obliged to you for hearing me, and now old Sojourai@'t got nothing

more to say>?

152 http://www.feminist.com/resources/artspeech/genisojour.htm.
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N. 2:

Rosa Parks, August 21, 1956, Public School IntegmatWork Shop,

Monteagle, Tennessee

Mr. Pierce, Mrs. Clark, and ladies and gentlemen,

The whole cause of our trouble in Montgomery, agwdrere else, is
segregation which is the evil that exists, thefiarl legal segregation, and
the transportation is very painful, very humiligjrand the drivers made
very good use of it. Our city ordinance, of coursays that a driver has
police powers in which he can enforce segregatignnioving his
passengers. If he desires a person to move fronseeate there should be
another for this person to take it. If a coloredspe is sitting too near the
front or somewhere near, the white person sholkd ta this person if
ordered from a seat should have another one alaillmbomy own case this
was not true and as well as in others where arhestgaken place.

In Montgomery, long before our protest began, omes@ccasions, | had
been on committees to appear before the city afficwith requests that
they improve our conditions that existed that wesoe humiliating and
degrading to our spirit, as well as sometimes miaysliscomfort in riding
the bus. We would have some vague promises and/ée the runaround
and nothing was ever done about it. And they cometito grow worse
instead of better; it showed no improvement whateve

As late as March 1955, when this fifteen- year- giltlin Montgomery, a
high school girl was arrested for not giving upeats even much further to
the rear of the bus than | was; she was handcaifieictaken to jail and of
course tried and found guilty on at least threent®@and put on probation.
And there was another arrest in the fall, aboub@et, of a teenage girl
who refused to give up a seat, I'm sure to stand,she paid her fine.

And when my arrested occurred, of course, that lerwthe protests
actually began in Montgomery, and | want to sayetbat it was not at all

planned on my part, because I, at the time, wag iot¢rested in getting
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home from work and trying to rest and be prepaceddrk the next day.
While | have always been against segregation becadsits placing
persons in inferior positions because of somethimgt they have no
control of- the color of their skin- it is also bddot worse for the person
imposing the segregation. I'm sure people who @af@uch inhuman laws
cannot in all fairness to themselves feel that theydoing the right thing
if they look at the issue from a Christian and hareandpoint. So it is my
opinion, it has always been, and I'm sure it alweW be, that we must
abolish such evil practices where they are legspeeially, and every
person should be given their right to live and ttrethers as they would
like to be treated.

And it was not with this thought, when the offiggaced me under arrest,
said that he didn’'t know why the laws were pushisgaround, I felt that
some of us should find out in some way. | had reaithat it would cause
the interest and excitement that it did, or caume rhovement that took
place. But it felt that at some time and once foradter this question had
never been answered, that it should be known: wéaylovthings and why
we have to obey such unfair laws; it is unfair,ustj and unchristian. And
as long as we continue to be pushed around, we tnesred much worse,
and there had to be a stopping point, so this seémbave been a place
for me to stop being pushed around and find outt\Wwhean rights that we
had, if any>2
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N. 3: Mamie Till Bradley, October 29, 1955, Bethel Améw@ch, Baltimore,
Maryland

| want you to know what they did to my boy.

During the last two months, | have found it vergessary to talk to God
quite a few times.

When | first found out that Emmett was kidnappedak just so upset and
so shocked | didn’t know what to do. So, havingrbdependent on my
mother most of my life, the first thing that | dicas to call her. | thought
that when | got to mother’'s house, she could tate of everything. She
could handle it. This would be another burden theduld dump on her.
When | got to mother’s house, she had started rgamormous telephone
calls and she had found out nothing.

We stood there. We sat there. We waited for twehoge days trying to
find out what had happened to Emmett. During thegeor three days, |
looked at my mother and saw that she was failinga$ sitting at the
telephone one night. | saw her walk through thendimoom toward the
front room. She weakened as she got there, antbféfle floor. | noticed
as she passed me, | was getting stronger as shgettarsy weaker. It king
of startled me.

When she fell, | jumped up to run in there andpythand on her and all
of a sudden it seemed that something told me thatu touch her, you'll
take her strength so fast, it'll kill her. So | stbthere. | asked the others to
let her alone. She’ll be all right, | said and ®olraround and took my seat
at the telephone.

| had been answering the phone night and day, dakiessages and trying
to send messages. And that's when | realized hiofitst time in my life, |
was going to have to stand up on my feet and beraam. A real one. And
| started praying to God to give me strength. Bsedujust thought that |

could never have anything that mama couldn’t hawdldaddy couldn’t
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take care of. As long as | had them, there wasanat po exert myself too
much. But with mother there and with father thetleere was still
something that | had to do that nobody else coold d sent the message
out. | tried to get through to Mississippi. Ladeasd gentlemen, the hardest
think in the world that | have ever tried to dagest a call into Mississippi
and get information out.

We remark about the Iron Curtain in Russia, butetlsea cotton curtain in
Mississippi that must have a steel lining. When gaake a telephone call,
don’t know who signals whom, but the person thai yeant to talk to
doesn’t want to talk if the call is coming from €ago. The people that
you always knew as being great, wonderful leadarddenly had nothing
whatsoever to say. We called the home of the mantwse my uncle has
worked for forty years. That man said that he was @ld to hear. He
didn’t have a pencil. He didn’t know where the papas. He was just in a
helpless condition. He couldn’t even call anyboaolyhte phone who could
take the message. In fact there was nobody théheubht what a shame
for all of those people to go out and leave thdpleses old man at that
telephone. But just about the time that the cropsevgathered in and they
start weighing up to find what they are going thehiarecroppers, this old
man gets very active. He loses all that helplessnids’s able to make
calls. He’s able to go over and tell a poor shangper that he only cleared
ten dollars this year, that his bills ran ratheghhiThere is no accounting
system down around these farms. They just havake what the white
man says.

Now before | get too far. | want to stop and pant and make clear that
our job her tonight is not to stir up a whole létracism. We’re not trying
to start a race riot. Instead, we’re only tryingpiopoint and to focus on
the conditions that make this no true democracgn@ng up here tonight
and talking to you white people and to you colopedple, | want to say
we’re not trying to start trouble, we're trying émd trouble. The trouble is
down there where a man can’'t look at a man andejudign by his color.

Many of us have been in homes where the mothertladather battle
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each other constantly. A neighbor doesn’t have atkwn there and break
up that home, it breaks up itself. Well, that'stjudat’s going to happen
here in these United States if the white man aedbtack man fight one
other day in and day out. Foreign powers won’t hev&eome over to
destroy usWe'll just stand here and disintegrate. I'm king ppbud of
being a part of a great nation. | wouldn’t wanthmk that my nation was
getting behind. Sure we have progressed so fdrdarpast. | think we can
do better now because we have more to work with.

The average person now is intelligent. We get aochdo go to school to
learn how to love our neighbors and love one anptbeaespect a man for
what he is worth and represents. Why should we lietw states upset all
of that? Why should we let them put us back indagk ages? | don’t want
to go back there. | received letters from some wedhers. They weren’t
intentional well-wishers, however: they were haers. They wrote me:
I'm glad it was your n***** poy that was killed; tt’ll show me more
smart kids in Chicago that they can’t come dowrMiississippi and get
away with in Chicago. | would like to tell thosegpde tonight, if it hadn’t
been for those letters, | probably wouldn’t be dtag here. | want them to
know that every one of those letters gave me adetermination to stand
up and fight that much harder. | do realize thasépeople are going to be
taught. As long as they exist, and as long as theids stay dirty, we're
going to have a little harder time progressing addancing. | also know
that if I'm upsetting just one of them, then | fé@h doing a pretty good
job. We sat at out telephone trying to get throtmtMississippi and get
these different messages in and out. Finally wetbadsort to telegrams. |
wired my uncle some money and told him to do th& be could. | would
wait for a reply, but the answer that | asked fever did come back and
we went through hours and hours of such tortured Amally on
Wednesday, with the presses working and everyboatking, the news
finally came through. Emmett Till's body had beeurid in Mississippi.
The news came through a girl friend of mine. Shevkithat she should

have called earlier, but just didn’t feel that steuld break the news. So
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when she called she was reluctant to talk. She'tdiehmt to talk to me at
all. But | insisted that she give me the messageat@ter it was, | could
take it. She did, | wrote down what she told me.l Aat there, | suddenly
divided into two different people. One was handlihg phone. The other
was standing off telling the others what to do,hetping me to keep
myself under control. And this second person tollyou don’'t have time
to cry now- you might not have time to cry tomorrowou can’t cry at
any time. Don’t worry about that because theremmething you’'ve got to
do. There are a whole lot of people out there dnatgoing to do the crying
for you. If | should even cry the rest of my lifeere wouldn’t be enough
tears for Emmett Till. For Emmett Till was just ardinary boy like your
ordinary boys and girls you have here. He had ntaslenark in a way
because his heart was generous and the people metghborhood liked
him. He was a well- mannered child. He wasn’t ohigher level than
anybody else. He was just Mr. John Doe. Emmett4.dill, an American.
He didn’t realize that because he was colored, & av disadvantage. He
had been taught that you are what you are taughe tnd what you make
yourself because that's the way | had trained e never guessed that a
“yes” or a “no” answer would cost him his life. Whée found out that
Emmett had been discovered, we got ourselves tegdibld ourselves in
check a little while, and started making those wtkalls back in
Mississippi. To our surprise, we found out thatvasn’t going to be an
easy job to get his body shipped back there. Tleiftfat Money had
ordered my uncle Mose to immediately bury that bddly had also called
a colored undertaker who rushed to the scene wiitbxa a box covered
with some gray flannel material. They picked upt thady from the river
bank and threw it in that box. They harded it aw@yhe cemetery. He
started making telephone calls down to Money. Thag promised that
they would let my uncle know if they happened talfBo, or if any word
came through about him. But somehow they forgatddhat. He had the
presence of mind to get a sheriff and go down thdg the time he got

there, the funeral had been preached and two mendigging a grave to
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bury my son’s body. He told them they should havstop. “I have to take
that body up north”. The sheriff was rather sugati®r maybe he wasn't.
| don’t know what the situation was at the time.t Boy uncle had the
presence of mind to call a white undertaker andnaskif he would handle
that body, embalm it, and fix it for the shipmehhe colored undertaker
told my uncle “I'll tell you the truth. | don’t darlet that anybody stay in
my establishment over night”. He said if he did,wouldn’'t have any
place in the morning and perhaps | wouldn’t beeaalivthe morning”. The
white undertaker looked at him and shook his heatlsaid, “I'll do the
best the best | can with one provision. I'll hanthes body and prepare it
for shipment provided you promise me that this sallnever be broken
and that nobody will ever review that body”. My landidn’t have time to
stand up there and argue with anybody about anytliie agreed. And he
had every intention of carrying out that promiseha | met that body at
the station that fatal Friday morning, | was oveneowith grief. To think
that | had sent s fine fourteen- year- old boy tongly, Mississippi, to
spend an innocent two week vacation and at theoérekven days, he
came back to me in a pine box. That was enoughakenanybody cry.
Well, we went on to the undertaker’s parlor. Mr.irkRa picked up the
body and escorted us to the establishment. We advaikéle he opened the
casket. He came to me and said, “Now, Mrs. Bradlesgnt to talk to you.
As a friend of the family, | would advise you notdpen that box.” | said,
“Mr. Rainer, I'm sorry, that's all that | will evdoe able to do for Bo right
now is to look at him and pay my last respectssaid if | die, it doesn’t
make any difference. | don’t have too much to fmeanyway.

So Mr. Rainer looked at me and he shook his headsard, “Well, if
that's the way you want it, that's the way it'llveto be”. So with my
father on one side, and my friend on the other vaglenfew steps to that
casket. The first thing that greeted us when wikedhinto the parlor was
a terrible odor. | think I'll carry that odor wittme to my grave. But out of
the newspaper accounts and all the other storieadl heard | wasn’t

prepared for what | saw. When | got up to that easind looked over in
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there, something happened to me that is akin tngeteligion. | have
seen people shout. | have seen them jerk. | hauetbem loose control of
themselves and be very happy. And then again lbenghem very sad.
But it hit me from the head and feet at the samme tiAnd it met in in the
middle and straightened me up. | looked at my adoexsause it felt that
every bone had turned to steel. | wanted to know tlva change physical,
was it noticeable. Then after examining myselfpdked in the casket
again, and | said, “Oh my God!”

What | saw looked like it came for outer spaceaditin’t looked anything
that we could dream, imagine in a funny book or pface else. It just
didn’t look like it was for real. And | had to sthmup there and find my
boy. I couldn’t find him for five minutes, becaugat was not the Emmett
| had sent to Mississippi. The first thing thaust my attention was a big
gash in his forehead. It was big enough for meitk sny hands through. |
said they must have done this with an ax. | sawesbimg that | imagine
was his brains down there. Then | looked over lagick | saw a gash that
was so large you could look right through and tiedit every tooth in the
back had been knocked out. And Emmett left homb wibeautiful set of
teeth | ever seen. | had worried with those teeith laothered him about
them. | would have known his teeth anywhere. Butntatt didn’t have
any back teeth at all, he just had about 6 perhagis, across the front. |
could tell because his mouth had been chocked dflisrtongue was out.
His lips were twisted and his teeth were bared ljst a snarling dog’s.
And | said, “Oh my God!” | had to keep calling omhin order to stand
there. And then | looked at his nose. There washendole. | notice that
somebody had the nerve to put a bullet in his briawondered why they
wasted a bullet because surely it wasn’'t necessatgpped then, and put
all of these pieces together, and it wasn’t acjuaii easy job. But after |
looked to them one by one, | said that's Emmettsea) the bottom part
here, you couldn’'t mistake that. And | said, thagSorehead, because it
was very prominent. And | looked at his one eyerdvere, that was

bulging out. His eyes were very light in color, anshid that certainly is
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his eye. And then | looked over here it seemed tti@atight eye had been
picked out with a nut picker, so | couldn’t reafjg by that.

| decided to examine his ears because he had asyy ears, larger than an
ordinary person. That's when | found out that duthe ear was gone, and
the entire back of the head had been knocked aaidl “Mr. Rainer, |
can’t see very well”. | said, “Will you take thi®dy out of this box and let
me look at the left-hand side, because it's notrtaech to go by on the
right-hand side?” and the man really looked at e lwas crazy. He just
shook his head and said you sit down and I'll dout I'd rather for you to
go home and come back”.

| said, “All right, I'll do that. I'll bring you sone clothes to put on Bo”
because they didn’'t dressed him. He was coveradhite powder when he
got here, because nobody was to see him anywat ltise clothes to the
parlor and went back a little while later. Mr. Rairhad laid the body out
on a slab. That's when | walked around on the haftd side of him and
looked. It looked as if somebody had taken a crisgss knife and gone
insane on the left side of his face. It was beiat anpulp.

| told Mr. Reiner, if you will have the wake hetesaid | would like for as
many people to walk in here and see this thingastwo come. As long as
we cover these things up, they're going to keefphappening. | said, I'm
pulling the id off of this one. nothing else wor8en this could ever
happen to me- my personal feelings don’'t mattey thiose other boys and
girls out there that we’re going to have to look éar. And the more
people that walk by Emmett and look at what hapgenethis fourteen-
year-old boy, the more people will be interestedvimt happen to their
children. Now, maybe, | didn’t say those exact veordddoubt if | did. But

| do know that | wanted the world to see what haggened to my boy.
We went on home and we had our funeral Saturdayeaad planned.
While the body was at the funeral parlor, they te# that fifty thousand
people walked by that night. They had to closegador up at 1:30 a.m.
because windows were being broken and the placgusas a shambles.

You couldn’t move traffic for blocks around. | askReverend Roberts if
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he would be good enough to let me move the bodyst@hurch and have
the funeral there. Reverend Roberts said yes. Ngttbat, he said, “I will
open doors so that people can continue the wakié thet time of the
funeral”. We went in there Saturday and had ouefahand there were so
many people locked outside of that church. | guksey must have stood
for eight blocks or more.

| told Reverend Roberts the funeral isn’'t over lut@ remains have been
viewed. If you will let us have our funeral and gome, you tell those
people out there they won't be turned away, they s®e, too. Reverend
Roberts was very cooperative. He said, “Yes, Mmadiey. I'll throw
these doors open twenty-four hours a day. | samefdon’t bury him
today, which was Saturday, we can’t bury Sundaylonday, because it's
a holiday. | figured on Tuesday we would proceethtcemetery. Those
people walked twenty- four hours a day. They walkadblocks. They
were six abreast and I'm told that the traffic wesl up from Saturday
afternoon until Tuesday at the close of the fund?abple were interested.
They wanted to know what was happening- one wouwldogt and tell
another more than 600.00 people looked at EmmeitisL@obo) Till.

When they walked in that church, they had one rigelBut when they
looked down the casket, they got another. Men ddiind women fainted.
I’'m told that one out of every ten went to theiekss and had to be carried
out. Those 600.00 people were stirred up so muthtbe newspapers in
Chicago got stirred to. And other people becameesti And that's why
you’re here tonight, because they reached you. \&fg vack to the church
on Tuesday and took Emmett to the cemetery.

We have a little town near Chicago, called ArgodAhat's where Emmett
was practically born and raised. The people outethine school system
and everything, is mostly white. You might find divor six colored
children in a class of 130 pupils in high schoobuYmight find eight or
nine children in a class of forty in the grade sth®he children out there
don’t realize that I'm black and you're white. Ttsatvhere | was educated

incidentally. | never discovered | was colored uhtvas pretty big girl. |
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just didn’t know. It hadn’t occurred to me that hsvdarker than some of
the other people that were in the class. | waseagtadrictly according to
my ability to perform and | was never looked down o

For that reason | cherish my white friends and wipred friends, because
| have no reason to be standoffish or to feel iofeio any of them. They
treated me the way | treated them. These schod¥sgn, lllinois, turned
out en mass. Every school, public and CatholicAigo, Summit, and
Bedford Park turned out to pay tribute to Emmettikorill. Most of the
people didn’'t know Emmett. Just a few of them dNdt only that, but the
police and everybody cooperated to the fullest rext®ve had one-
hundred-police escort to the cemetery. They stopratportation. They
stopped everything to let Emmett Till's body be radvWhen we got to
the cemetery, there were approximately fifty or engars waiting. I'm
sure that there were two hundred in the proceg$ianleft Chicago. Not
only did they take us there on an uninterruptedney, but they brought
us back to my door the same way.

| had the privilege of hearing Adam Clayton Povsgkak several nights
ago, and | listened to him tell about the situatexnsting over in Africa
and other places. He said those people have dettidgite going to have
freedom regardless of the amount of blood they havepill. You can’t
scare a man whose life expectancy is only twergiteyears. In some
countries that's as long as they expect to liveeylile starved to death,
they're hungry and everything else. How can youestiaem with an atom
bomb or a hydrogen bomb? There some a time whemgbhbeyond fear-
fear doesn’'t mean anything. You're going to die eveey or the other so
you might as well die fighting. So, those poor igard people over there
have stood up and asserted themselves. They hiaveeare going to die
trying to do better- we're not going to just sirdend waste away or idle
away and let somebody kick us around till we diadAhey have gotten
very good results.

If those ignorant unlearned people can stand uptakela stand, how can

we who have been exposed to education, exposddadbtiae good things,
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sit down and let somebody just walk up and say’'sereéCadillac. | think
you deserve it, you've waited patiently for it. Whgou wanted it, you
went out and worked pretty hard.

| think that my freedom is worth more to me tha@adillac, because if |
have the Cadillac and can’t drive it, | don’'t neednyway. | have invested
a son in freedom and I'm determined that his desth in vain. When |
was talking to God and pleading with Him and askiig did You let it
be my boy, it was as if He spoke to me and saidttigut the shedding of
innocent blood, no cause is won”. And | turned acbthen and thanked
God that He felt that | was worthy to have a sat thas worthy to die for
such a worthy cause. | don’t say that I'm not régrg it, | don’t say that
I’'m accepting it gleefully or happily. It's a tete thing to have to accept,
but still 'm glad that He made me able to accdptAnd also | have
stopped, | wondered, and even asked myself howraaking it; how am |
doing the things that | am doing, why is it thahlstill in my right mind?
The answer always comes back to me that thereGedaup there. He’s
looking down here. My constant prayer through tirideal hasn’t been so
much for myself. | haven’t prayed too much for Mamibecause | thing
God's looking out after me. But | have prayed famHather to keep me
aware of what | am doing and why | am doing it. Ddgt me get my feet
off the ground, my head way up in the air and giatt thinking that | an
great because there are no great people reallyard/enly as great as the
least one can become. We're going to have to stopymg about am |
too good to associate with you, or this and that @ne other. Instead we
are all going to realize that we are all very, vemall. We are tiny as
individuals. But together we can’t be beat. It wansl up and unite
ourselves together for a common cause, there isimgpthat can stand
bedore us- not just colored people but white pealttgyether. The colored
people can’t do it by themselves and the whitetodm’it by themselves.
As long as we are awakening, | don’t think we'réngoto stand to be held
back. | don't believe that the average good, whieson wants up to be

held back. We can read where our race has corgdlinhumerable things
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to the progress of America. Without that rich reseuto be tapped and
things that we are able to contribute, Americanséérwould not be as
great as she is. So | want to stand up now ancht wau to stand up, too,
and demand our place. Then after we get it, walik and respect. We'll

have to be very dignified. The day is gone thatrev@obodies; we are all
somebodies, and together, | can't tell you how gneaare as somebodies.
| would like to touch briefly on the trial in Misssippi. The Mississippi
trial was really an ordeal. When | started dowrréh&m not going to tell

anybody | was brave and raring to go. If there badn any other way, |
don’t think | would have gone. And without the peo@mnd the press
standing behind me, | still probably would not hawade it. My father

came from Detroit, my mother was in Chicago alredslye was telling

me, she said, if you go it will be over my dead yaoQther relatives and
friends were calling up and saying please don’tigeas convinced that |
shouldn’t go, but then | had a dream, and it seehikedto me my place

was in Mississippi, that | had more business inddsppi that anybody
down there.

| called my father in Detroit the day before | wgetting ready to leave
and | said Dad, we’re going to Mississippi. He sdifhat?” | said, yes,

we’re going tomorrow, so get here as quickly as gan, and if you're

here by a certain time, we’ll leave together, if,rdl have to go without

you. | don’t think | would have left though untiehgot there. When we
first mentioned Mississippi, we got so much responstil | knew we

would just have to hire an lllinois Central traim thke all the people to
Mississippi.

But about three hours before plane time, we startaking calls to check
on the people who wanted to go. Suddenly so mdmeats cropped up.
There were ingrown toenails and migraine headaches.Chicago police
department dait it had no jurisdiction. They couldsend anybody.

Detective agencies with big strong detectives weinthorized to go to

Mississippi. So | looked around. | said, well, ifisst me and my dad and

Mr. Mooty. | said we’ll take God and will be enouddo that’s the way we
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flew to Memphis, Tennessee. And He was there, [secae could feel
Him in the plane. He was there.

We got there. We went on down to Mississippi. Iisvilae second day of
the trial and it was just about ten o’clock in therning, when we got to
the courtroom. | was surprised to see the numbeolofed people milling
around there. | had thought maybe their bossesdMaaNe told them that
they better not go to the trial. But they were ¢héVhen we got out of the
car, | noticed that there were several televisiatfits there. There were
the newsmen and they were looking for us, and therse right there on
guard to see to it, to watch us with the eyes efdamera, to see to it that
nothing happened.

When we walked into the courtroom, the judge haddenahe
announcement that if anybody took any picturesy twuld have be
thrown out. But when we walked in there, those wingporters, and those
colored reporters, evidently forgot what the judgel, because they stood
on chairs, they stood on tables, they stood omga) even on one another,
and took the pictures. So the trial had to be sms

We can have another recess down in Mississippielfet them know that
they are not going to lynch people, they are nabhg@o make slaves of
our men and women down there. We can have anathess, and it can be
just as effective as the one when | walked in th&ttoom.

The settled down and they had what they calledtribé Little vendors
were going around selling cases of pop.

Mr. Milam and Mr. Bryant went to the washroom ur@sed without
handcuffs. They had their children on their laps #mey spanked them
playfully. They hugged their wives and kissed thmamthers. They were
just privileged characters. Than we had this jingt tooked alike, well |
just can'’t really tell you what they looked alikBut the way that they
looked at us, you’'d have thought we came from ogpece.

The big question in their mind was, what businedsag have down there.
It was Mississippi’'s problem and Mississippi wasngoto handle it. But

without the newspapers and the press news agetcgrg, never would
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have been a trial in Mississippi. That was forcadhlem. It was bitter gall
in their mouths. They even released an articldéocitizens around there.
| won’t worry to quote it. In substance it meanattve know that you're
being tried. We know that this is getting under ryskin, but for God’s
sake try to take it. You have a right to get up alalv somebody’s head
off in you want to because they are certainly ddwene disrupting your
life. but just wait two days: we’ll have this ovemd you can just go right
on back to lynching and doing whatever you warddo That was just the
feeling of the whole town. We knew that they werdyoholding off,
because they didn’t dare latch on.

After the summaries were made, it wasn’'t hard towéhin a few days
which way the trial was going. In fact when we gutre, the prosecutor
told me Tuesday that we should have it over by Veday afternoon.
What they hadn't figured on was that Dr. T. R. Mowérd, the NAACP,
and the colored press were going to get togethérdam up some more
witness. They hadn'’t figured on that at all. Bubgl people went around
down there and got this information. On Tuesdaynewg they told the
District Attorney that they had eye witness to tmisrder and they would
like to have the court recess until they could peadthem. Tuesday and
Friday they went on the standlittle Willie Reed stood up there and told
he saw Emmett Till in the back of a truck that N#ilam was in. he
describes how there were four white men in theazabfour colored men
in the back. One of these four colored people, did, svas my boy. He
was sitting in the floor of the truck. He recogmiZzg@m from a picture that
he saw in the newspaper. He said that he saw ik because he had
gotten up early that Sunday morning to go and gesélf some cigarettes.
Well | don't think God necessary teaches us to smakhink it might
have been God’s will that Willie Reed run out ofamettes and just
happened to want to get up at six o’clock Sundayning and go to the
store. Willie Reed saw Mr. Bryant when he got duthe truck, and drive
away. It just happened that Willie Reed lived oe tarm of Mr. Milam’s
brother. So he went on back to his hose and whegoh& the house, he
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saw the truck was there. And he also heard a lotaxse out of the barn.
He heard a voice screaming. He heard a boy cryingit life, calling for
his mother and calling on God. He heard him begdangmercy and he
heard the blows that were being struck on the bdijlie Reed asked a
friend, “who is that they’re beating up over therbit he didn’t know. So
Willie came back to a pump, which was approximafelyr hundred feet
from where the beating was going on. He also sawNilam walk up to
the pump with a gun still around his waist. It whe same gun he had
when he went to my uncle’s house and took the hdyob bed. He saw
that man and recognized him. He even spoke to MimMilam went back
to the barn. They tell me that this confusion muste lasted about an
hour or better. Pretty soon there was no more ndikey pulled this
tractor out of this barn. When the truck came there were only four
white men in the cab. There were no colored petplee seen. | know
what happened to one of those colored people. Thasea tarpaulin over
the back of the truck.

We don’t know how long they were in there. Mayb&#s one, maybe it
was two hours, maybe it was more. But for the dfene | don’t see how
Emmett Till could have screamed that long because ane of those
blows on his head would have surely killed him. Bwn | imagine the
body can take a lot of punishment. And his body Wwadly beaten, and
because the skin even popped and rolled off, thenskeskin was all that
was left on Emmett’'s body.

After little Willie Reed got up on that stand, hesvquestioned by the
prosecuting attorney. It was then the need for gtegmtion really stood
forth. Willie Reed had a story, but he couldn’t il It was locked inside
of him. It would have taken education to put thg kethe lock and turn it
loose. Every word that was gotten from Willie Réeal to be pulled out
word by word. That's because Willie is eighteen rgeald and has
probably been to school only three years. Whatehenked in school was
not enough really to have gone to the trouble tthgoe every day.
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That’s why you are going to have to integrate theseools and make it
possible for those children to talk and know wlinetytsee and be able to
tell it. When the defense got up and questionedi&Vihey tore his story
all apart. He didnOt even know how far he was fribw@ barn. They said,
well, would you say you were five thousand feet®l¢.iWillie would say
“yes, | guess so”, but he didn’t know how far fit®usand feet were. We
all know that you can’t see anything from that aligte. But they didn’t ask
him five hundred feet, five feet, or yards. No,yhmt it at the impossible
distance, because they knew that Little Willie vaml be able to defend
himself.

They threw that testimony out. Little Willie Reedsvnot a good witness.
He was standing too far away. Moses Wright saidl e men walked in
his house, took the boy out of the ben. The defgasaip, they said that
anybody could have walked in Moses Wright's housel @aid Mr.
Preacher, let me in, this is Mr. Bryant. Perhaps Bfyant had an enemy
who was playing a joke on him. And so far as Mrlavi is concerned,
there are a lot of tall, fat, baldheaded men indidsppi, and it didn't
necessary to be him.

In other words they were saying that Mose Wrighs w@o big a fool to
know he saw come in his house. So that tore tistitrteny down. When |
got up on the stand, they realized immediately khedsn’t exactly a fool.
Then they turned around and made a very bad persbiof me. They
guestioned me as to the insurance | had, and they proved to the
satisfaction of that jury, that | sent Bobo dowerdhand had Uncle Mose
get him killed, so | could collect the insurancendAthe jury was satisfied.
The explanation pleased them very much. Well I&&eh- cent policy and
a fifteen-cent policy and | don’t think that’s emybuto bury him. Well, the
trial proceeded. The men said they took Emmetttaatithey questioned
Emmett. He wasn't the right boy, so they turned hawse. Yet and still
Emmett Till has never turned up at home. | had edolbeyond a shadow
of a doubt that was my son. The ring that he hadisiinger was the one

the Army sent me with his father’s personal effedtse ring was made in
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Casablanca and there was only one of that kindusecia was a handmade
ring.

They did give Moses Wright credit for being smdtéaall. They said that
Mose, being a preacher recognized the possibifitgtarting something
when Emmett was taken from his house. But knowirad Emmett was
going to be turned loose up the road a piece, Bleediout and met him.
That perhaps he knocked him in the head, threw ihirthe bushes or
buried him or maybe, he put him on the train antt kén home. Then he
took this ring off Bo’s finger and contacted the N@GP down there. They
got together and went out in the Tallahatchie Ravad got them a body,
put this ring on the finger, put this gin mill faaround the neck and
dropped it over there very conveniently so that/tbeuld find it a few
days later.

And you’'d be surprised how the jury fell for thébry. It was just a plot to
disgrace Mississippi. But they didn't try to explavhose body it was. It
seems that bodies are pretty plentiful down tharel the only point that
they were trying to prove is that the body tha@adhdid not belonged to
me. The county doctor took the stand. He saidwHen he went down to
the river bank and examined the body, h couldi'tfté was a colored or
a white man. Then the sheriff stood up on the statedcouldn’t tell if it
was a colored or a white men. Yet and still heechdl colored undertaker.
The man was black enough for nobody to wonder ivhe white or black.
You might not know it, but down in Mississippi yaon't call a lolored
undertaker to handle a white body. If there is doybt in your mind
whatsoever, you call a white undertaker becauséewhan or black man
gat his brains blown out if he makes the mistakgiaig a white corpse
to a colored undertaker. That you just don’t do.

Well, another mistake that Mississippi made. Theldhhe inquest. They
sent me three death certificates signed by the sicter that couldn’t tell
whether the body was that of a colored or white .nté@ testified that
Emmett Louis Till had died on such and such datmldred”’, age
fourteen, born the J50f July, 1941, in Chicago, lllinois. There was the
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paper in black and white that this was my body.yTeent me the death
certificate. The insurance policy paid off on thasis of those death
certificates. Yet and still when we got down to thMéssissippi trial, it
couldn’t possibly be my boy. | think they should #dittle more careful
before they start signing these death certificaBad. | knew because |
stood up there and looked. | found what | was IogKor.

Somebody has to sacrifice for a cause. With thefsacof a few of our
automobiles and some of our fine clothes, we cakenttais world one that
we’ll be proud of. | don’t think that freedom is & away that we are not
going to enjoy it. | think that pretty soon thisrity is going to be over. In
fact, it's over now, we just haven't realized ithd tooth has been pulled
out, but the jaw is still swollen. It's just a mattof time before it's going
to go down. If we all get together and supportN#ACP, that has fought
so hard to make things come to where they are tieam, | do believe that
we are right over the hill to victory. Pray for meray for your
organization and above all, don't forget the NAACP.

Thank you>*

*ouch D. W., Dixon D. E.“Women and the Civil Rights Movement, 1954-1983tjversity
Press of Mississippi, 2009, Kindle Edition, pos24&81.
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N. 4. Ella Baker, December 1963, SNCC conference,a&hington, D.C.

| suppose it must be an indication of my growingl, ol actually get
affected by such applause. | almost lose my sehbalance and want to
sort act like a female and cry, | don’'t know whettieat's good or bad for
me.

| had not anticipated having anything to say, atfurk it's very gracious
of Jim (Foreman) to not only call on me, but toioade that what SNCC
is, is the result of what the people are who ardlaénSNCC. And SNCC if
it is anything different from any of the rest oktgroup that have come on
the scene, | hope is different in two aspects irtiqadar: one is, it is
concerned with not the development of a leader,thetdevelopment of
leadership. And there’s a lot of single individuas leaders and the
development of leadership, with leadership congelgadership goals,
leadership methods that people can follow afterhaee moved on, and
must all move on from one point to the other.

| think it's different in that respect; it's alsafférent in the respect that it
goes into the hardcore area and identifies vergetjowith people. It
works with people. It lives with people. And it Hazd to do this especially
in the areas where it worked, because there therydfoand we all know
this, it we hadn’t know it, we should know it- thatorder to get people in
deep areas of the South to move, to even act indtva behalf, they have
to first be given a feeling of confidence in yomdahen this gives them
the feeling of confidence so that they can brea&uth the years of fear
and suppression that they have experienced. Ardltthink SNCC has
done a good pioneering job in, setting the plac®foers to follow. | think
if we are to move forward we have to also combiva bther thing that |
hope will become very unique with us and which wasceived in the
beginning, namely that we bring to bear on the i@l of race, the
problems of human suffering, not only our own el righteous
indignation with the situation, but we use the fidpacities of our thinking
and our minds to actually think through and to tipaograms that people
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can respond to and programs that have basic effiecthanging the
system so people can live instead of just exist.

| wish that we had time tonight, not tonight, budrtainly during the
conference to analyze further that which Bob Moses before us this
morning. And if we don’t do it now, we’ve got to doas a staff, because
we have reached the point that the old line metlodgisst getting out in a
demonstration just for the sake of demonstratinfgrigrom being enough.
And we’ve got to find ways in which to involve pdemt many different
levels. And we’ve got to find ways in which to ewale our own selves in
respect to the movement. Frequently we don’t findetto look at
ourselves. And this is one of the reasons why,yoddoen Mr. Baldwin
made the statement to the effect that the white, nmaorder to find his
role in the movement, he would have to forget tiels white. | think we
also have to forget that we are Negroes as sudhwBdorget that only in
terms of not trying to feel that the white fellowhav comes into our
movement has to come by us. Now | can understaneyeagrow in our
own strength and as we flex our muscles of leadersmd flex our
muscles that have come from seeing how effectivarggwe can begin to
feel that the other fellow should come throughBgt this is not the way
to create a new world. We can only create a newldvout of a
commonness of purpose and a decent respect ftmealbeople who are
helping to contribute to it.

| don’t think we need to be afraid.

Certainly we don't need to be afraid of being talerer, if we know
where we're going, know why we are going there, #meh know how
we’re going to get there.

| suppose if I'd wanted to speak, | could have bskarter. But since |
didn’t want to speak- no, | don't think I shouldmJ no, I got some other
things we can talk about later- but maybe befoeecttnference is over we
can have an opportunity to talk some. But certauméyought to begin to
think very seriously about the directions in whwh are going and assume

the responsibility that has been laid on our sherglds a result of the fact
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that, whether we like it or not, we have been ablpioneer in a direction
that had not been pioneered before.

When you talked about a movement on Mississippi, galled it MOM. |
remember those days. And | remember the fact tleatidn’'t move on
Mississippi when we thought we were going to moreéMbssissippi. But |
also remember that you didn’t forget to dream, @i didn’t forget it,
and that when Bob Moses went down into McComb, Mssgpi, and
inspired such people as Brenda Travis, who is Bereewhere- | don’t
know whether she is here or not in the audience-inspired the high
school students of Mc Comb, Mississippi. And whert of this came
some other people, and when you began to comeetodhferences, and
no longer were there ten or twelve people who veeréhe staff, but there
were twenty, and there were thirty, and then tlsersw over a hundred
people, people who come to the staff because tbely if offers some
opportunity to find some greater meaning in lifel@m opportunity to help
provide... [break in tape].

He said, “I been wondering what keeps you going®d Aafterwards |
thought about it myself. What is it that keeps peagho have been going
as long as | have trying to keep going? | think ofithe things that keeps
one gong is a faith in human beings. Basically llebe human want to
live in a decent world. Basically | believe thaetjioung people of today
really are out to create that kind of world. And didn’t believe that there
would be no virtue in my living, because | canne¢ any virtue even in
using one’s creative instinct, one’s creative céps; if we cannot create
a world in which people can live, then we havewwhe anything.

When | was much younger, | used to make speechésvidre much better
rounded, and one of them had to do with this sibjbat to penetrate the
mystery of life and to perfect the mastery of hfere the twin goals of
great living. At that time, and | suppose | cafi say now, we have done
much in the direction of penetrating the mysterylitd. With all this
equipment we have around us, it is part of the patien of the mystery

of life. And when we hear about the Talstar andathe marvelous things
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of science- the computer machines and all of thiesgs- this is part of
the penetration of the mystery of life. But where kave failed, and failed
so woefully, is the perfection of the mystery déliAnd there can be no
perfection of the mastery of life until we haverlead that human beings
are human beings worthy of the dignity and respdutrever they are,
irrespective of who they are.

And as Jim Foreman pointed out today, what we tbinithers, we can so
easily become. And this is a danger for us. Whenlegk at these
irrational people, and we know they're irrationathen we see as |
happened to have seen about the 3st October, fmumgywhite men who
trailed us from Natchez, Mississippi, to Port Gilpsand then jumped out
of their car and vented their spleen on Bruce Pagngoung graduate
student at Yale University. Why did they find itaessary to do this? Why
do they find it necessary to take out their venom somebody else?
Because somewhere, somehow, they have been fodfet.you and |
know great deal of why they have been fooled. Arel/thave been fooled
and made to feel that they had something of vatubeing white. And
deep down inside of them they knew this was nd, tthiat they knew that
just being white was not enough, and so they andused and they don’t
know where to turn. And so when we gaze upon tipesple, we gaze
upon them not with a sense of despising them, en egjecting them, or
being overcritical of them, but being understandhgvhat has made them
into what they are. And part of our task, as | bers to help them to see
that they can be something other than that, andnit know whether it
comes through nonviolence or not, but it certainbmes through an
understanding of your own value, so that you dofaet it necessary to
lord it over somebody else just because you hag@piportunity to do so.
These things may be very elementary, but | thirdythre basic tot what
we become and how well we carry the torch thatidessn handed to us.

| am glad to see so many people in SNCC that Itdamow them. But | do
hope, that whoever we are, and wherever we arewdavill continue to
think in terms of the fact that what we do in SN@Cnot for the
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development of SNCC as a big, powerful organizatioor for getting
headlines. But we do this because we believe thainecessary to change
the political and social system of Alabama, Geqriylassissippi, and yes
to change the political and social system in relspethe entire country.
So that when we say we have a democratic countlyvdren we claim
that we're a nation for the people and by the peoplwill truly be a
people’s nation and a people’s government. And ¢his only be if the
people themselves understand how valuable theyaaceunderstand what
it takes to become a nation of the people. And axelthe opportunity to
help the people understand this, and understandaitway and in a depth
that we perhaps haven’t even begun to find thd tieath for. But | think
this is an opportunity and I'm glad that I'm heomight.

The three years form '30 to '63, out of my fifty@gears, seems to me to
be the best years of my life. | hope | have threeento be with yod>®

%5 Houch D. W., Dixon D. E.“Women and the Civil Rights Movement, 1954-196Hijversity
Press of Mississippi, 2009, Kindle Edition, pos4883905.
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Abstract

In questa tesi intitolatdVhen a movement becomes gendered: women of tihe Civ
Rights Movement. Life and Actions of Septima Céaudk Ella Baketho cercato di
riportare alla memoria il ruolo fondamentale chelé@ne hanno avuto all'interno
del Movimento per i diritti civili degli Afro-Amegani, focalizzando la mia
analisi su due figure principali: Septima ClarklaBaker.

La principale motivazione che ha causato la scosgpaella memoria storica
delle loro azioni & da ricondurre al fatto che dmista americana presenta gravi
disparita di genere.

Se durante la seconda Guerra Mondiale le donne espinte a uscire dalle loro
abitazioni e quindi, anche, dai ruoli tradizionalne ricoprivano in ambito
lavorativo (segretaria, insegnante), e spronatara il loro contributo allo sforzo
bellico del paese lavorando nelle fabbriche chelypecevano gli armamenti che
venivano, poi, inviati al fronte, o prestando seivipresso qualche comparto
militare, le cose cambiarono quando la Guerra,lrfieate fini, e gli uomini
tornarono a casa.

In un’epoca in cui le cure per il disturbo postitratico da stress erano poco
conosciute, si penso che il modo migliore per &ntegrare gli ex-combattenti
nella societa fosse quello di ricreare le condizsmtietarie dell’avanti- guerra. Ai
soldati furono favoriti prestiti e assicurazionimodo tale che potessero comprare
casa e ritornare a una vita tranquilla. La nastégli oramai classici sobborghi
residenziali, tipicamente statunitensi, € da rieonel proprio, a queste condizioni.
Nel progetto di ricostruzione societaria post-loalli si rese necessaria
I'estremizzazione del ruolo della donna che diveguoasi un essere mitologico,
fragile e insicuro, necessitante della protezioe¢ mroprio uomo, fratello, o
padre. Questa insicurezza, insita nel genere feitenmendeva la donna incapace
di prendere ogni tipo di decisione. Si creo, chishmagine tipica della casalinga
degli anni '50, ovvero quella di una donna perféa vestita, pettinata e truccata
il cui unico scopo nella vita era quello di prersiesura dei propri figli e della

casa, mentre aspettava che venisse sera e coanessail marito.
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Questa condizione femminile peggiorava di gran &nger le donne afro-
americane le quali venivano doppiamente discririna quanto donne

appartenenti ad una “razza” inferiore secondo tgindard dell”illuminata”
societa americana. La percentuale delle lavorafioramericane si ridusse, come
la cultura bianca imponeva, con l'unica differembh& la capacita di acquisto dei
neri era ben diversa da quella dei bianchi, mopeo il quale le donne erano
costrette a vivere nei ghetti, 0 comunque in sofifiourbani caratterizzati da
poverta. La donna nera era, inoltre, incaricatsotievare lo spirito del compagno
dai continui insulti della controparte bianca.

Dato il contesto generale e facile capire perchédane, impegnate nella
“battaglia” per i diritti civili non ottennero maun giusto riconoscimento:
semplicemente non incarnavano il prototipo femreidiéll’'epoca.

In verita le donne furono essenziali per il Movinene, malgrado, la loro
leadership non sia mai stata riconosciuta moltée dettorie ottenute nel campo
dei diritti civili non sarebbero avvenute se le den(prevalentemente) afro-
americane non avessero partecipato. Tutte le paficorganizzazioni quali la
NAACP, il MIA, la SCLC e , in parte anche I'SNCCaeo caratterizzati da una
forte leadership maschile che vedeva le donnepsaite, come delle attiviste
incaricate di ricoprire i ruoli tradizionali. Pripalmente le donne nelle
organizzazioni per i diritti civili erano solite e segretarie di qualche leader o
erano incaricate di raccogliere fondi per le canmgag

Questa visione, non solo riprendeva le usanze idechi ma anche la struttura
della chiesa battista, che era il principale cawatbre delle attivita della maggior
parte delle organizzazioni come nel caso della NRAGel MIA e della SCLC,
nelle quali le donne non potevano ricoprire altdolr se non quelli di
procacciatrici di fondi e/o di segretarie.

Per sopperire a questa mancanza di leadershipnddelRobnett, studiosa e
attivista afro-americana, ha coniato il termbre&lge leadercon il quale ha inteso
sottolineare il fondamentale “ruolo di ponte” e myii di collegamento che le
donne hanno ricoperto tra il centro e la perifeaayero tra la leadership e la
popolazione rurale. | contadini, e in generale l&s%e povera, non si sarebbero

mai fidati di qualche soggetto appartenente alladime alta societa afro-
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americana, che non aveva alcuna conoscenza defheni@d in cui voleva
inserirsi e soprattutto del livello di segregazianguel specifico luogo, il quale si
presentava nelle loro comunita incitandoli al caantento. Questo perché tra il
centro e la periferia non c’erano legami di fidyda donne si inserivano nella
comunita, la vivevano, e per questo venivano ceedet rispettate dalle
popolazioni autoctone, non si presentavano condgrdiscorsi e poi partivano
alla volta della prossima conferenza, restavanduoghi e aiutavano le persone a
partire dalle semplici cose come leggere o scrivere lettera per loro conto, a
guelle piu complicate come insegnare a questi sogdnché tramite la scrittura
e la lettura potessero aumentare le proprie conascaguardanti i loro diritti.
Solo partendo da legami di fiducia con esponentalio delle principali
organizzazioni, la popolazione avrebbe potuto &ddei loro leader.

Le donne non possono e non devono essere considasEtmente come dei
connettori, in quanto molte di loro diedero iniaalegli eventi che si conclusero
con una vittoria per I'intero Movimento. Questo, @sempio, € il caso di Rosa
Parks e Jo Ann Robinson che diedero il via al dtaggio dei bus a Montgomery.
Contrariamente all’opinione generale non fu Mattither King a organizzare la
protesta ma un gruppo di donneWWlbomen’s Political CouncifWPC), del quale
Parks e Robinson facevano parte. Quando il primendbre 1955 Rosa Parks fu
arrestata per essersi rifiutata di cedere il pooposto a un uomo bianco in un
autobus di linea, Jo Ann Robinson, e lintero WP&nmciarono a stampare
centinaia di volantini, che poi distribuirono pertta Montgomery finché ogni
nero non fu messo a conoscenza dell’ultimo avvemimes incitato a non
usufruire dei mezzi di trasporto pubblici fintartioe la segregazione (perlomeno
negli autobus di linea) non fosse terminata. Icbtiaggio comincio il 5 dicembre
1955 e si protrasse fino al 21 dicembre dell’annccessivo. In questo periodo
Martin Luther King divento il leader principale ddovimento, grazie ai suoi
discorsi, e sicuramente aiuto durante la protestanon fu lui a idealizzarla né
tantomeno a iniziarla.

La disparita di genere divenne chiara ai piu dwdatMarcia su Washington del
1963 quando piu di 500.000 persone marciarono ipagiente su Washington.

Benché tutti i leader, o cosiddetti tali, donnduse si sedettero sul palco, nessuna
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donna parlo, anzi durante la marcia, poiché eraate snvitate a camminare per
Pennsylvania Avenue assieme alle mogli dei leadiecjsero di dar vita a una
marcia parallela nella quale avanzarono per Inddgmere Avenue per poi
confluire nel gruppo principale presso il LincolreMorial.

Due delle maggiori attiviste che contribuirono aBweiluppo del Movimento
furono Septima Poinsette Clark e Ella Baker, leliqadraverso I'educazione
permisero che la base democratica del Movimeraongiliasse.

Septima Poinsette Clark nacque a Charleston, @atalina del Sud, nel 1989.
Figlia di un ex schiavo che non imparo mai né géeg né a scrivere e di un’afro-
americana nata libera, di discendenze native,tfodotta dalla madre al mestiere
di insegnante, in quanto tale occupazione era deratia adatta ad una donna non
sposata. All'epoca la Carolina del Sud impegnavan lgoche risorse
nell'educazione degli Afro-Americani i quali frequeavano solo i primi anni di
scuola, e a Charleston il regime segregazionistaomava che nelle scuole
pubbliche potessero insegnare solamente maestrehiei@he per la maggior parte
dei casi si vergognavano di insegnare agli Afro-Aoani e passavano le loro
lezioni spiegando ai bambini quanto i bianchi fogssuperiori ai neri. La poca
propensione allinsegnamento ai  bambini di coloreongiuntamente
all'affollamento delle aule che potevano esseremuste anche da un centinaio di
bambini, riduceva ulteriormente le possibilita dpeendimento.

Le insegnanti afro-americane potevano insegnaesrsaite nelle zone rurali della
contea di Charleston, ma non in citta.

Nel 1916 Clark comincio a insegnare nell'isola dhds Island, dove oltre a
riscontrare oggettive condizioni di poverta e diffta di insegnamento causate da
un elevato grado di assenteismo degli studentialiggrano costretti a lavorare, si
rese conto che i genitori, che nelle zone ruranersoliti affidarsi alle insegnanti,
le quali li aiutavano nelle faccende burocraticheodtine, dovevano in qualche
modo essere educati.

Negli anni successivi partecipo a diverse campagoposte dalle organizzazioni
di cui faceva parte, le piu importanti delle guiiiono la lotta che I'NAACP
intraprese nel 1919 contro il dipartimento scotastdi Charleston affinché le

insegnanti afro-americane ricevessero l'autorizaaziall'insegnamento (anche
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nella zona urbana) e la campagna per I'equalizrazaei salari, anche questa
intrapresa dellNAACP nella prima meta degli ard0.

Precedentemente, nel 1935 Clark aveva cominciésegnare presso la Gray’'s
Richland Adult School, dove ottimizzo le sue comepee nellistruzione della
popolazione adulta. Questa scuola seguiva un pogesdagogico ben definito
che poi Clark applico nei progetti dell’Highlandeolk School e del Citizenship
Program. Per prima cosa gli studenti dovevano ianeaa scrivere il loro nome su
un pezzo di cartone cosa che gli avrebbe inddtnaliarizzare e a riconoscere |
suoni delle lettere con i loro rispettivi simbofiat¢ciati su un pezzo di carta.
Successivamente, nella seconda fase, venivandiflono dei libretti, una sorta di
sussidiario, in cui erano inserite le principalfoirmazioni riguardanti lo stato
della Carolina del Sud, qualche principio costibmzile e i diritti del cittadino.

Nel 1954, consigliata da un’altra attivista, Septi@lark partecipo a un ciclo di
lezioni presso I'Highlander Folk School (HFS). Limase cosi felicemente
stupefatta dal livello di integrazione che bianemeri erano riusciti a creare che
subito si attivo affinché un maggior numero divasti e insegnati partecipassero
ai prossimi progetti della scuola. L'anno successpeptima comincio a lavorare
per 'HFS con il compito di istruire insegnanti cpei sarebbero ritornati nelle
loro comunita con l'intento di aprire delle scuokesopperire alla mancanza di
educazione. A questi cicli educativi parteciparomalti attivisti, tra i quali anche
Rosa Parks che poco dopo aver partecipato a ugqoedti progetti diede inizio al
boicottaggio dei bus a Montgomery.

Spinti dalla corrente educativa Clark e altri dugleghi crearono in seno
all'Highlander Folk School I&€itizenship Progranton I'obiettivo di aumentare la
percentuale dei soggetti votanti appartenenti edleunita afro-americana. Fu
cosi che nel 1958, a un anno dall’apertura del raragha, 600 persone si
presentarono negli appositi uffici e richiesergodier essere inseriti nel registro
dei cittadini votanti.

Ben presto le ritorsioni dei segregazionisti con@rano a farsi sentire, fino al
punto che accusati di comunismo (bianchi e neriadieboravano dovevano per

forza essere dei comunisti per la mentalita segiegsta del sud) il programma
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dovette chiudere poiché Il'incolumita dell'intera gilander Folk School era
messa a rischio.

Martin Luther King Jr. si rese conto dell'importandel progetto che fu riaperto
presso la sua organizzazione, la SCLC, e rinomir@Gitzenship Education
Program (CEP) che divenne il piu importante di tutti i gedti intrapresi dalla
SCLC e che dopo soli tre anni dalla sua inaugonazporto, nel 1964, alle urne
piu di 50.000 afro-americani.

Se Clark fu particolarmente orgogliosa dei risultatjgiunti dal suo progetto, non
lo fu altrettanto per i comportamenti tenuti daader della SCLC, i quali oltre a
non riconoscere i suoi meriti in quanto donnatdretno la base del Movimento
con un fare di superiorita, cosa che, secondo Céamebbe prima o poi portato al
disfacimento del Movimento stesso.

Ella Baker nacque il 13 dicembre 1903 a Littletor|la Carolina del Nord da
Anna Ross e Blake Baker. Nonostante i genitoridas®ati liberi, i racconti sulla
schiavitu narrategli dai nonni materni influenzardartemente la giovane Ella la
quale, fin da piccola, impard a conoscere i vattbiuna comunita, del rispetto e
delleguaglianza di ognuno dei suoi componenti Faleto reciproco. Finita la
scuola si trasferi ad Harlem che all’epoca emaaggior centro di riferimento per
I'intera comunita afro-americana, dove entro intatio con soggetti appartenenti
a diverse culture, cosa che la aiutd ad affinarsuke capacita critiche. A New
York si dedico all’educazione della popolazione l@dpromuovendo dibattiti su
gualsiasi tipo di argomento i partecipanti volessparlare. Harlem funse da
trampolino di lancio per la sua carriera: cominaeiessere socialmente attiva:
inizio a collaborare con Worker’'s Education Progranche faceva parte della
Works Progress Associatiprper poi sostarsi, agli inizi degli anni '40, alla
NAACP, alla SCLC nel 1957 e nel 1961 all’ SNCC.

In tutte le esperienze con le organizzazioni Bakarette combattere contro il
dilagante sessismo che da esse permeava e il taialeispetto per il principio
democratico.

Il punto di rottura fu raggiunto durante la suaaebrazione con la SCLC quando
il suo ruolo di leadership non fu mai riconoscidtl’'organizzazione. La famosa

Crusade for Citizenship cui compito fu quello di avvicinare la popolarne nera
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alle urne negli stati del sud, dove questo tippaitecipazione era impedita dalle
minacce dei razzisti bianchi, fu da lei organizz&erisse e parlo al telefono per
giorni, attivando tutti i suoi contatti per riuseia organizzare le conferenze in cui
King avrebbe dovuto parlare e, non soddisfatta, icoim a viaggiare per
promuovere il programma.

Dopo che King subi un tentato omicidio nel 1958aHb sostitui al comando
dell’Organizzazione, dove oltre a portare avantsuioi impegni istituzionali
continuo la pubblicizzazione del nuovo manoscuit&ing.

Malgrado il suo impegno e le sue conquiste Baker venne mai considerata un
membro attivo della Conferenza.

Con il passare dei mesi si rese conto che i prabtietta SCLC derivavano dai
comportamenti dei ministri i quali oltre a relegdeedonne in posizioni inferiori
rispetto a quelle degli uomini sembravano voler dancidere gli interessi del
gruppo con i propri. Questa situazione non coin@deon l'idea che Baker aveva
dei processi democratici.

Baker baso tutto il suo attivismo sul principioldedlemocrazia partecipativa che
ruota attorno a tre punti chiave: 1) la partecipagidella societa & essenziale nei
processi decisionali; 2) mira alla riduzione detgoe delle gerarchie e 3) attua
forme di intervento diretto nei luoghi in cui risdea leggi ingiuste.

Partendo da questo principio era chiaro che néA@CP né la SCLC avessero la
minima intenzione di abbracciare questo tipo dicpeso democratico, in quanto
concentravano le loro attivita in inutili azionidegratiche che non facevano altro
che aumentare la popolarita di un solo leader,cuvandosi di aumentare la base
democratica del gruppo.

Il primo febbraio 1960 quattro studenti universitairo-americani organizzarono
un sit-in in un ristorante di Greensboro, Nord Qiasochiedendo al titolare, che si
rifiutd, di essere serviti nella parte di ristomamiservata ai bianchi. Dopo quattro
giorni il titolare cedette, decretando la vittor@ei giovani. Sullonda di
Greensboro, nel giro di poco tempo, si svilupparaiiancirca un centinaio di
proteste indipendenti. Ella, pur essendo ancomobata nella SCLC provava un
grande senso di felicita in quanto per la primdavotittadini, e in questo caso dei

giovani studenti, si erano attivati per difendergropri diritti senza l'aiuto o
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comunque senza alcuna autorizzazione da parte di delle principali
organizzazioni.

Nell’Aprile del 1960, convinta che gli studenti dessero essere istruiti alle
tattiche del Movimento ma che soprattutto necess#te di coordinare le loro
azioni, organizzo un’assemblea alla quale fu bertezda di invitare anche King
in quanto la sua presenza avrebbe fatto capiragszei la loro importanza.
convegno si tenne a porte chiuse poiché Baker otava che i ragazzi venissero
in qualche modo influenzati dalla presenza dei medi

Mentre i ragazzi interloquivano tra loro, Ella cowid la sua battaglia contro la
SCLC che voleva assorbire il movimento studentesco.

Alla fine dell’incontro fu creato lo SNCC e per tte i giovani, Ella Baker lascio
definitivamente la SCLC. Lo SNCC fu la prima orgaaizione per la protezione
dei diritti civili ad avere una struttura fluidayigdi: i leader cambiavano, tra i due
sessi intercorrevano rapporti di eguaglianza, n@attutto era completamente
estranea a qualsiasi ambiente vicino alla chietastaa

Sotto I'egida di Ella Baker, lo SNCC ottenne nunsere importanti vittorie come
nel caso deFreedom Rider®vvero di gruppi interraziali che preparavano elell
incursioni in tutti gli stati che applicavano lagsegazione, o dell&reedom
Summerdel 1964 in cui lo SNCC attacco il mostro segregaista, il Mississippi
per aiutare le popolazioni locali a combattere rigiustizie sociali cui erano

sottoposti.
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