




Abstract 

effettivo la categoria degli animali non umani. Al centro dell9indagine si colloca la dinamica di 

are l9appartenenza a categorie sociali prive di 

questione animale, con particolare attenzione agli sviluppi contemporanei nel campo dei <diritti 

degli animali= (Animals9 Rights). Successivamente, la tesi si con

regolamentata che caratterizza l9allevamento intensivo e la macellazione. Questa sezione 

violenza di genere, dedicando particolare attenzione all9accettazione sociale di queste pratiche, 

al linguaggio che ne giustifica. Infine, l9analisi si focalizza sul controllo della riproduzione, 

all9uomo sulla capacità riproduttiva sia delle donne sia degli 

animali femmine all9interno dell9industria alimentare. 

genere, la tesi intende offrire un contributo costruttivo al dibattito contemporaneo, con l9auspicio 
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4 4



Chapter 1. A connection between animal and women 
exploitation

natural order of humanity. The <naturality= of these concepts has justified in the past, and again 

migration in the US, referring to illegal migrants in these terms: <You wouldn9t believe how bad 

these people are. These aren9t people. These are animals=. Anne Peters in her article <

Human and Nonhuman Animals=

human has no rights over animals9 life, the chapter will argue in favour of the possibility to 

establish concrete <animal rights=

of today9s legislation in the matter.



both animals and women in the group <to exploit= as a resources. This paragraph will do so, 

animals9 rights, showing how the violence perpetrating in our soci



The idea that animals9 needs should be taken in more considerations is not new. The needs of a 

movements throughout time. The concern about animals9 treatment can 

mobilizing actions in defence of animals9 wellbeing, at the same time widening the studies 

of animals9 identity as living being. Animals advocates9 



are reasonable desires for any sentient individual, stating clearly that: <In pain, everything 

animal=, and humans are

er words, as Peter Singer affirms in his <Animal 

Liberation= the violence that we perpetrate on animals is not a series of isolated phenomena, but 



example of how humans started to organize themselves in order to defend animals9 lives. A big 

part on the defence of animal9s rights (as will be explained later) came from the antivivisectionist 

book <The Case for Animal Rights= Regan promoted the fundamental idea that every animal has 



this idea by introducing the concept of <autonomy of preferences= according to which 

<individuals are autonomous if they have preferences and the ability to act for their 

satisfaction=.

Regan identifies two types of damages: a positive one that is an <act by which it is procured for 

someone an acute or chronic, physical or psychic suffering=

applied to today9s treatment of 



organization, committed to developing and protecting animal rights, <operates under the simple 

any other way=.

4

4

members and supporters in the world, PETA <

campaigns=.

experiments. In 1991 their Silver Spring monkeys= case marked the

According to Regan9s theory of equality of individuals, all moral 

ctims of other people9s injustices. In his 

PETA, < =, 
PETA, < =, 
PETA, <PETA9s Milestones for Animals=, 

https://www.peta.org/about-peta/learn-about-peta/
https://www.peta.org/about-peta/
https://www.peta.org/about-peta/milestones/


parliament in 1876, that regulated <experimentation on living vertebrates=.

An interesting contemporary approach is that of Anne Peters, that in her work <Global animal 

law=, defines animal rights as <the sum of legal rules and principles (both state made and non

regional, and international level=.

(2020) underline the importance of the term <global=, that she uses to refer to the fact that, while 



in many aspects of our lives, that it is related to today <complications= such as climate change, 

their <business= in Countries with lower standards and regulati

can result in to a <race to the bottom= on animal protection.

<The European Union (EU) has always been at the forefront in developing a solid and science

ly.=



<The overall objective of the Commission's international activities on animal welfare is 

EU operators=.

<compassionate treatment=) these do not seek to eliminate the usage and exploitation of animals 

framework would set standards for domestic laws and monitor different countries9 practices; 

courts (something that is problematic in the case of animals), while <international rights are often 

adversarial reporting procedures= (Peters, 2018) where it would not be 

legislation: ranging from minimum standards for the protection of chickens9 bread for meat 



Council Directive 98/58/EC, that regulated <the protection o

for the production of food, wool, skin or fur or for other farming purposes=.

•

•

•

•

•

https://food.ec.europa.eu/animals/animal-welfare_en
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/eli/treaty/lis/sign


envisaged in the 2004 Law appears to be limited to 8pets9, 

To give a final overview of the situation of animal protection in today9s world, confirming the 

animal welfare, with a <mission to 

end animal cruelty and suffering= . The organisation was born in 1981, with the name <World 

Society for the Protection of Animals=, from the merge of two organisations: the World 

on animals9 welfare, is the Animal Protection Index (API), that aims at evaluate

st score <A= (which no country reached, 

and only three of theme reached the <B= score, namely Austria, Sweden and United Kingdom) 

to the lowest <G=, which indicates countries that still do not have the fundamental legal structure 

consciousness of animals (they attributed the <G= ranking to countries such as Morocco, Belarus, 

•

https://www.worldanimalprotection.org/about-us/
https://api.worldanimalprotection.org/


•

•

•

nefit to both categories, focusing on areas such as animals9 transportation, 

https://api.worldanimalprotection.org/
https://www.woah.org/en/who-we-are/
https://doi.org/10.20506/woah.3440
https://www.woah.org/en/what-we-do/standards/


•

•

• Welfare is here defined as the attempts of the single animal to <cope with 

the satisfaction of its biological, including physiological, ethological and social needs= 

above, and on the three Rs for animals in scientific research, namely <reduction in numbers of 

techniques= (UNCAHP, 2018).

https://food.ec.europa.eu/animals/animal-welfare/animal-welfare-practice/animal-welfare-during-transport_en
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=COM:2023:769:FIN
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=COM:2023:769:FIN


(Article 3) and as a consequence affirms principles such as <Non cruelty= and <Good treatment= 



only) are all ideology, in the same way as speciesism, made by <a set of socially shared belief 

that legitimates an existing social order=, social order that is bas

Genesis 1 <The Beginning= states:

<And God said, <Let the land produce living creatures

creatures that move along the ground, and the wild animals, each according to its kind.= And it 

Then God said, <Let us

all the creatures that move along the ground.=



<Be fruitful and increase in number;

on the ground.=

4

4

4

approach to animal9s lives is the cartesian theory, in the 17

Genesis 1, <The Beginning= 24



incapable of feeling pain, joy, and are a simple < = that when beaten or dismembered 

amous work <The Case for Animal Rights=, published in 1983, the work 

of Charles Darwin <Origin of species=, underline how all the animals possess the knowledge to 

to the Cartesian Mechanism through its <Dictionnaire philosophique= 

definition of <Animals= he says: 

<What a pitiful, what a sorry thing to have said that animals are machines bereft of understanding 

nothing, etc. […] Barbarians seize this dog, which in friendship surpasses man so prodigiously; 

impassible? Do not suppose this impertinent contradiction in nature.=

<

Legislation=

<can they (the animals) suffer?=.

whole set of needs and emotions, society still view them as <

voce <Bestie=. 



capital=

sexual orientation. The belonging of women and animals to the <natural world= derives from the 

alian philosopher, Val Plumwood in <Feminism and the Mastery 

of Nature=, affirms that: 

<Every dualism is connected to others in order to form a labyrinth of oppressive links connected 



essential=.

<higher= social ranking. In particular, society understands women and nonhuman animals to be 

speciesism assumes that all that is <human= (such as culture and rationality) is superior to all that 

pigs or chicken, individuals <without reason=, it seems just to control them and exploit their body 

control even with violence, when <necessary= to obtain what they want.



there is no disparity between genders on a <natural= base, 

a result of society created <power relations=. While for animals this in not accepted yet: non

human animals are still regarded as inferior <by nature=, in other words it is their nature to benefit 

human9s necessities. 

4

4

4

4

like <animals= (using this word can signify a dehumanization of individuals, excluding them 

4



<At the two poles of human
3 an individual and interacting <subject of a life= 3
3 ulture= (Wiedenmann 2002).

overcome in animal9s exploitation is the deep rooted idea that <humans come first=, and 

the philosophy of animal9s rights, the term speciesism indicates the practice of recognizing 



subjugation of women and people of colour. The author of <Animal liberation= co

This confirms how fighting for animals9 rights does not take anything away 

<beast= (or in Italian the word <bestiale=) is a word used

while something <humanitarian= refers to the idea of something good. Of course this is 

considered justified. Singer9s ethical concept, defined <principle of equal consideration of 

interests=, is 

and humans are equal, but rather <"that the moral principle of equal consideration of interests 



This same production dynamics are the same that regulate women9s position in society: women 



The feminist movement and the ecologist movement (and later on the animal9s rights one) 

d nature and the impact our actions have on both. To better explain, both movement9s goals 

WHO member states, define violence as <the intentional u

nature. On a correlated note, women9s movements brought attention to the negative effects of 

https://www.who.int/groups/violence-prevention-alliance/approach


women, published <A 

Vindication of the Rights of Women=, to which an anonymous (at the time, today it is

Wollstonecraft9s ideas

<A theory and methodology that instructs its adherents to examine the mutually generative and 

hierarchies of difference to which they give rise.=

Now, this concept is particularly relevant in order to argue that animals9 rights should be taken 

and abused identities, something that animals still largely are in today9s society. Secondly, 

because animals9 rights should be considered women9s rights, as the majority of atrocious act 



for women9s and for animals9 rights), and that spoke up during the 

more involved in the advocacy for animals9 rights in comparison to men. What is the reason 

• <Gender role socialization influences emotional response=: man may be less involved in 

being considered <unmasculine=. This is because masculinity at a social level is 

connected with <strength and emotional distance= while the compassion towards 



certain ways <impose= men to be tough and women to be 

this concept saying: <It's not manly to say, 

'Can I have a veggie burger?=.

• The Ecofeminist perspective find the motive of women presence in animals9 rights fight 

in the experience of <hierarchical domination= that make them feel more connected to 

murdered. Gaarder call this possibility <empathy based on shared inequities", in other 

erience comparable dynamics of <objectification, subordination, and abuse=, as is 



•

social structures and theories about inequality, compared to the main <biologic

destiny= rhetoric the older women probably grew up listening to.

oppression, define dualism as something that <fosters an understanding of the world whereby 

category and becomes other=.



identified with a <nurturing mother=, that can provide for the sustenance of humankind (an

3

<Feminists for Animal Rights seeks to raise the consciousness of the feminist community, the 



a system that works for the powerful against the powerless.=

<Ecofeminism allows for the articulation of an ethic of care. Care is part of how we relate to the 

other, and that <other= isn9t just another so <human being,= but is potentially any part of 

becomes a remedy to this privilege.=

Lastly, an interesting correlation (once again connecting women and animals9 faith) has been 

<Animal Abuse as an Indicator of Domestic Violence: One Health, One Welfare Approach=

https://caroljadams.com/about-ecofeminism




This reflexion led to the question <are animals as sentient being worthy to be the subject of 

rights?=. The answer has been found in the clear fact that, being able to feel pain and to suffer, 

<nature= concept in the binary order, animals are though a step behind women: even if they can 

equality, that animal9s movement is women9s movement, and intersectionality should 



proposes a different perspective, saying that: <What makes our fellow living beings worthy of 



Chapter 2. Animals in science: experimentations practices 

<In their behaviour toward creatures, all men are Nazis. Human beings see oppression 

when they're the victims. Otherwise, they victimize blindly and without a thought.=

how Peter Singer refers to animal testing in his book <Animal Liberation=, through the words 

definition of the concept <animal testing= can be understood as: a process carried out on 





laboratories happened after the release of the movie <Project X= of 1987, that gave people a first 



expression on a general level? <Animal experiment= describes the practice of operations carried 

cleansers, and many other industrial goods. This practice, even when considered as <minor=, 

olent effort to steal Nature9s secrets, 

, by which he sustained that the data obtained by animals9 

https://www.hsi.org/news-resources/statistics/
https://www.hsi.org/news-resources/statistics/


. Vivisection is the practice of <cutting into a living body=, 

and for women9s suffrage grew as well, together with the animal protection advocacy. As a 

passed in 1876 by the British Governments, the <Cruelty to Animals Act=.

tried to put a limit to animal suffering, <requiring anaesthesia and restricting the use of paralyzing 

agents.=, but it also gave scientists the possibility to apply for a special certificate if they needed 



uman9s interests. They learned that medicine should be rational, 

ience. As a consequence of the many ethical issues connected with animals9 

conduct on animals could influence society to develop a <culture of violence=, and affirmed that 



power relation disadvantaging <weaker= groups of humans as well.

1833 the Animals9 Friend Society stated five reaso

once again when discussing animal9s <rights=, the worries on animal experimentation were 

focused on humans9 issues, on the ethics of society and on the repercussions the practice could 

to humans9 needs. The 

important teaching hospitals if one was against animals9 experimentation, c

position on animals9 experimentation so clear and st



came from the Oxford9s anatomy department tried to inflict wounds on guinea pigs9 le

drug or pharmaceuticals, that was in fact called the <dosis letalis= 50%, or LD50. The test, 



in order to save humans9 li

as they are <mass produced in large numbers=. Of course, thi

separates them even more from being considered <real animals=, sentient beings, in this way they 



All of this is possible, according to Singer, because of society9s inability to take seriously the 

animals advocates as fanatics that consider animals9 life more important than that

<learned helplessness= or to induce aggressive behaviour in animals. Once again this is only a 



<extinction= technique, whipping an animal becomes partial reinforcement.

example is with the term <sacrifice=, that 

a range of techniques used to end animals9 life before, during or after 

on animals: a <naturalistic animal= and an <analytic animal=, and how science transform the first 

sacrifice. With <naturalistic animal= Lynch refers to concept people commonly have of animal, 

is at the centre of animal9s rights advocacy and movemen On the other hand, the <analytical 

animal= refers to a production as a result of scientist activity, which 



to humans9 health. Meanwhile, the experiments conducted on animals in this field are 

is the 1959 <The Principles of Humane Experimental Technique= 



and refinement of animals9 use. Even if they tried to make the pr

And it is possible to take into consideration also the importance of animals9 interests in the 



protection of humans9 safety. It is supported historically and as the best way compared to other 

At the same time, it is important to underline that the <American Medical Association= stated 

conducted on animals. The coalition of activists9 first action was that of 



<furniture= together with all the other 

a goal. The concept of <animal= can have different 



varieties of the species, specifically <created= for certain objectives (to give an example, science 

is <one whose life is determined by the requirements of science, whether it has been brought in 

from the wild or purpose bred.=

experimentation, that includes one person that represents the animals9 interests and not working 



is that of the recognition of animal9s fu





Known as the "Unfortunate Experiment" at the National Women9s Hospital in 

. Green9s hypothesis 

National Cancer Institute, <
under a microscope are found only in the place where they first formed and haven9t spread to nearby tissue. At some 

ue.=



establishment of the <Cartwright Inquiry=, presided over by Judge Silvia Cartwright.

shment in enabling Green9s actions, 

This is, unfortunately, only one example, and not the first in the process of medicine9s 

tolerance. Despite their suffering, these women9s names are often omitted from the broader 

The 8Father of Modern Gynecology9 Performed Shocking Experiments on Enslaved Women, 



that underpin these practices. Singer9s "Animal Liberation" advocates for extending ethical 

Nussbaum9s capabilities approach emphasizes the importance of fostering individual flourishing, 

3

The 8Father of Modern Gynecology9 Performed Shocking Experiments on Enslaved Women, 



medical community9s prioritization of population control over ethical treatment. Compulsory 

sterilization programs in the name of eugenics. The Supreme Court9s decision allowed for the 



century medical practices. Sims9 patients, such as Anarcha, Lucy, and Betsey, 

women9s health outcomes.



4 4

<old ladies of both sexes=, meaning that the reasons behind the fight were driven by emotions 



It is interesting to cite Michel Foucault9s concept of the "medical gaze", that clearly describes 



paradigm, selectively filtering out elements of a patient9s life that do not conform to diagnostic 

The dismissal of "women9s 

Just as women9s pain was historically dismissed, animals' capacity for suffering has been 

animals as interchangeable test subjects. Foucault9s broader critique of medical systems 

Aoife K. O9Callaghan,

Aoife K. O9Callaghan,
Aoife K. O9Callaghan,







The Directive 2010/63/EU represents a cornerstone in the European Union9s legislative efforts 

States9s customs, traditions, and rituals. The Lisbon Treaty was pivotal as it created a procedure 



This provision emphasized the need to integrate animal welfare into the Union9s policies, 

not only a regulatory instrument but also a statement of the EU9s commitment to leading global 





European Commission, using insights from Member States9 inspection reports, may review 

Directive9s standards.





emphasis on replacement underscores the EU9s commitment to transitioning away from 

enhance the animals9 well



the animal9s we

temperature, ventilation, and enrichment tailored to the species9 n

<refinement=, articles 14 of the Directive explain the necessity to ensure the use of anaesthesia 





marmosets, remains an unmet necessity.⁵ Animal rights advocates highlight that the 

3Rs principles. These investments underline the EU9s 



As Charlotte Blattner proposed in her way of <Rethinking the 3Rs=, to achieve meaningful 

and refinement. Directive 2010/63/EU explicitly sets the goal of <full re

on live animals for scientific and educational purposes= (European Parliament, 2010, Recital 10). 



animal welfare supporters, who advocate for more importance of animal9s interest in policies, 

ure to ensure the respect of certain animals9 interests.

4

4



The fear that the <high standards= of the European Union would not be followed by other extra

the Directive9s impact. The outsourcing of research to countries with less stringent regulations 

Initiatives such as the ALURES databases and the EU9s participation in global alternative testing 





the retrospective of all projects that need <severe= operations.

Directive9s long

of animal9s welfare. Enforcement disparities across Member States is in fact one of the main 

In conclusion, the Directive reflects the EU9s commitment to reducing the ethical cost of 

aligning the Directive9s implementation with its ambitious ethical and scientific goals.



The AWA begins with its Congressional Statement of Policy Title 7 <Agriculture= of the United 

by Schmitt (2015), California9s progressive animal welfare legislation highlights the tension 



<(g) The term "animal" means any live or dead dog, cat, monkey (nonhuman primate mammal), 

or for improving the quality of food or fibre.= (7 U.S.C. § 2132(g)).

farm animals used for food or fibre. This exclusion has significant implications for the Act9s 

procedures, researchers must provide adequate pain relief unless it interferes with the study9s 

Additionally, the Act on the section <Standards and Certification Process= mandates the 

4 4

J. M. Schmitt, Making Sense of Extraterritoriality: Why California9s Progressive Animal Welfare Legislation Does 





Laboratory Animal Welfare (OLAW). This document confirms the institution9s commitment to 

evaluating all aspects of the institution9s animal care and use program. An IACUC is typically 

committee9s responsibilities are extensive: review and approve research protocols, conduct semi 

must provide adequate space, lighting, temperature, and ventilation to support the animals9 









affirms that its goal is to be <an important step towards achieving the final goal of full 

is scientifically possible to do so=.

of <live animals=, making it distractive from the real end of animal use, as this would still imply 

4

4

are covered by the AWA9s provisions,







Many of the alternatives to animals9 testing have gained, or are gaining, approval from the 



and tested a first time; the validation phase where the idea9s accuracy is independently evaluated, 





4 4



opposition to animals9 abuse was not that of protecting animals, on the contrary, the main driving 

and society. The high number of different people which opposed animals9 experimentation did 

In any case, very few were actually concerned about animals9 

according to society9s hierarchy, and in this specific case wom

4



both progress and compassion. As it is really hard in today9s society to put an end to animal use 



Chapter 3. The masculinity of meat and intensive farming 

global population has increased from 3 billion people in the 960s to around 8 billion today, and 

intensive farming, known as <factory farming,= which dominates the supply of meat, eggs, and 

PETA, <Animals Used for Food,= n.d., 



called <organic= or <free range= 

PETA, <Animals Used for Food,= n.d., available at: https://www.peta.org/issues/animals





three major meat companies that collectively control 80% of the world9s cattle

4 4

In 2021, the <big three= reported annual turnovers of: JBS, 50 billion dollars; Tyson Foods, 43 



Faso9s GDP is only 20 billion dollars4

o the pockets of the animal9s original owner.

4

4

4



4

4 4

4

4

4

4

among the world9s top ten poultry producers.

Meat Atlas 2021, 
Europe, 2021, p. 12

Meat Atlas 2021, 
Meat Atlas 2021



Another challenge lies in the sector9s approach to addressing its environmental impact. In recent 

Meat Atlas 2021, 
Meat Atlas 2021, 
Meat Atlas 2021, 



ief time, the breeders9 task is 

4

Meat Atlas 2021, 
Meat Atlas 2021, 



sible for them to escape the forced provision of their <gifts,= given the state of 

the animal9s body does not have to waste energy defending itself. The consequence is the 

want to know the reality hidden behind what they see as <just food=; on the other hand, the 

c laws, known as <gag laws,= that punish the filming and sharing of images and 



justifying the process of dismemberment and consumption. <Once the existence of meat is 

of women and animals.= 4

4a division often romanticized in children9s books and 

information; instead, it stems from a desire to remain ignorant of facts that might challenge one9s 

Through this process, we also learn to perceive certain kinds of meat as <natural= and others as 

become <pieces= or <units,= objects of 

highlight in her book <

=

3



4

meat schema is mental numbing. This is a <psychological process through which we dissociate, 

mentally and emotionally, from our experience=

4

really entails, through a belief system that Joy defines as <carnism.= This differs from being 

Perché amiamo i cani, mangiamo i maiali e indossiamo le mucche. Un9introduzione al carnismo



standardized: the capitalist system. Today9s farming operations are part of a production system 

undifferentiated <labor.= As a result, vegetarian feminists are justified in denouncing the 

intensive, <traditional= forms of farming inevitably clashes with 

4manipulating every aspect of the animal9s life so that 

it conforms to the industry9s predefined standards, animals remain living beings and, as such, 

unsuitable for sale. In this case, the industry does not work to improve the pigs9 livin

4

Agnese Pignataro, <Allevamento di animali domestici ed etica del care: armonia o conflitto?=, in –
, Numero 23, luglio 2013, <Femminismo e 

questione animale=, p. 95



4

Of the pigs slaughtered in Germany, only 60 percent of the animal9s body is converted into 

4

chemicals, fertilizers, or biofuels. In 2019, approximately 2.6 million tons of such <animal by

products= were utilized in these ways, out of a total slaughter weight of 8.6 million tons. 

Meat Atlas 2021, 
Meat Atlas 2021, 



4 4

4

Melanie Joy argues that the myth of carnism is supported by the <3 Ns of justification,= meaning 



Let9s now look at what the 3 Ns specifically mean:

• Eating meat is Normal: considering an idea <normal= means that its principles have 

4 4

•

historically to justify various acts of violence: some races were considered <naturally=

inferior to others; women were considered <naturally= inferior to men; thus, man 

•



Carol Adams9s pioneering 1990 work, 

rape survivors report <being treated like an animal= or <feeling like a piece of meat,= noting: 

<Just as the slaughterhouse treats animals and its workers as inert, unthinking, unfeeling objects, 

ated as inert objects. … To feel like a piece of meat is to be treated 

like an inert object when one is (or was) in fact a living, feeling being=. Adams further 

2009 the Rhode Island Coalition Against Domestic Violence launched a campaign stating, <It9s 

not acceptable to treat women like a piece of meat,= accompanied by 

4

referred to as <objects= in mass terms, stripped of subjectivity and individuality. They are 

depicted as <free,= just as women are represe

4

The reference to <Ursula Hamdress Playboard,= described as <the pig farmer9s playboy,= 

4



Adams highlights that the <dismemberment of the animal= is accompanied by an intellectual 

and emotional distancing from the animal9s desire to live4

humans to accept killing for meat. Similarly, women9s experiences of 

4 4

4

•

•

•



called <food chain.= This argument suggests that because other 

which they must work. Alex Blanchette9s book <Porkopolis= provides illustrative 

3



standards and establishing that <animals shall be housed and provided with food, water 

= 

called <Five Freedoms= c

3



scale industrial farms. The report acknowledges that <non

and insufficient veterinary care=

3 3

3

3
3

3 3



are transported across borders. According to Article 3 of the regulation, <No person shall transport 

them.=

4

The EU9s summaries of legislation 

overviews. These summaries underscore the EU9s commitment to a <high level of animal welfare,= 

4

3

3
–



The European Commission9s own audits4

4

3

3



initiative is part of the broader <Farm to Fork= strategy, presented

•

<End the Cage Age= European Citizens' Initiative, signed by over 1.4 million people across 

•

•

Commission. In a statement issued in March 2024, the Commission reiterated that <animal welfare 

line with citizens9 expectations=.

3



implemented, the new legal framework could mark a turning point in the EU9s approach to farm 

4

4

is patchy and weak. Oversight falls to the USDA9s Food Safety and Inspection Service (FSIS), 

4

At the state level, some progress has been made. California9s Proposition 12 (2018) prohibits the 

3



called <ag gag laws=. Enacted in several states, 

and its Member States to pay <full regard to the welfare requirements of animals= in formulating 

research, and it fosters public engagement through citizen initiatives, such as the <End the Cage 

Age= campaign.

4

According to the FAO9s 2023 Meat Market Review, global meat production exceeded 340 million 

3

3
3

3





4

Through the use of the word "meat," the animal9s death becomes absent. Our language centres on 

we talk about cultural violence. Especially in cases of rape, language evokes the woman9s 



4 4

In this framework, Carol J. Adams9 analysis finds strong echoes in the work of ecofeminist scholars 

4 4

Jean Kilbourne9s critical media work sheds further light on the connection between linguistic and 

women9s bodies are systematically fragmented, decontextualized, and reduced to consumable parts 

4 4

Kilbourne, <turning a hum

violence against that person.= This mechanism mirrors the process by which animals are turned into 

<meat=4

like <tender,= <juicy,= or <prime cut= are not only used to describe animal flesh but also appear in 

4

women are referred to as <fresh meat= or <served hot=4

4

eating, possessing, dominating. Kilbourne9s analysis powerfully demonstrates how such 



4 4

ructures: women <get raped,= 

but men rarely <rape=; animals <become meat,= but no one is said to <kill them=.

4

4

4

either conceals or reveals itself. When we use sanitized terms like <processing plant= instead of 

<slaughterhouse,= or speak of <harvesting= animals rather than killing them, we participate in a 

4using words like <rape,= <slaughter,= or <exploitation=4

4by reconnecting words like <meat= or <object= to the sentient lives they conceal4

Jean Kilbourne, Killing Us Softly 4: Advertising9s Image of Women, Media Education Foundation, 2010.

3



hooks argues that <there is power in naming, in saying the words that describe what we feel and what we mean,= 



Throughout history, women9s bodies have been subject to legal and societal controls, with laws 

over women9s reproductive systems has been a means of maintaining patriarchal and political power 

The control over women9s bodies has historically functioned as a central mechanism 

of patriarchal, political, and institutional power. In particular, women9s reproductive capacity has 

This reproductive control affects not only women9s health and autonomy, but also 

reflects a society9s broader values around gender, productivity, and the legitimacy of state power.

4

Animal Equality, <Industrial farming practices and reproductive exploitation,= 2023, disponibile su: 

https://animalequality.org/


4

bioethicists have critiqued the medicalization of reproduction, in which women9s bodies are treated 

reduce women9s bodies to reproductive instruments, often excluding them from informed decision

Dobbs v. Jackson Women9s Health Organization

4

4

4

labor into an economic asset. In industrial farming, female animals9 reproductive capacities are 

Center for Reproductive Rights, <World Abortion Laws Map,= 2023.
Dobbs v. Jackson Women9s Health Organization

<Abortion,= 2022.



Similarly, the commodification of women9s reproductive labor has historical precedents, 

<A= individuals) systematically control and exploit the reprod 4

of men, with women9s bodies4 4

continue their name, lineage, and property. Similarly, in the practice of <animal husbandry,= farmed 

animals such as cows, pigs, and turkeys are perceived as personal property: <their= cow

4

While traditional marriage starkly demonstrates the power dynamics of <A= individuals over <Not 

A= individuals, sex trafficking offers an even more extreme example. Women ensnared in sex 

in the <A= category. These women are reduced to their legs, breasts, faces, hands, buttocks, and 

men are viewed as property, and some <A= individuals go so 

far as to purchase and <own= them. Similarly, farmed animals are exploited because of their female 

biology: cows, pigs, turkeys, and hens are continuously forced to reproduce for the benefit of <A=



4

e known as a <rape rack.= This 

process involves inserting a farmer9s arm deep into the cow9s vagina to insemin

4

they are considered <spent= after only five or six years of repeated impregnation, birthing, and milk 

3

due to metabolic stress. The cow9s life is thus structured around 



4

4

not only from a cow9s milk but 

hens and their eggs are entirely controlled by <A= individuals

3

Eggs are hatched in sterile, artificial environments far removed from the mother hen9s 

warmth and care. Instead of emerging beneath a mother9s feathers, chicks are born on cold, hard 

4 4

4 4

the hens9 eggs as soon as they are laid, rolling them away from the hen9s warm body. When their 

egg production declines, food is deliberately withheld to induce a <forced molt,= triggering another 

4

3



4

consumer from the realities of suffering, reinforcing the animal9s role as object rather than subje

become <absent referents=: their lives and suffering are linguistically erased behind terms like 

4

d to roles of <reproductive machinery= with no consent or autonomy.

4

phenomenon as part of a <gendered posthuman subjectivity=, where the female animal is made into 

4

4

Greta Gaard, <Ecofeminism and Climate Change,= 3

Nicol, C.J. et al., <Behavioural indicators of poor welfare in laying hens,= 3

Deckha, <Postcolonial, Posthuman, and Multispecies: Vulnerability and Animals,= 
3



4

4



4 4

women9s bodies are rendered invisible in discussions of cultural and sexual violence. The cultural 

4

4 4



Conclusions

4 4

4 4

4
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