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Introduction

One of the questions that have been posed at thereg of this work
was: Can we consider Charlemagne the ancestoednited Europe?
As it has already been stated Historians and pualits have had different
views of the role Charlemagne might have takenr@ating a United Europe.
Some of these think that he was a genius in preglathat would have had a
definite persistence in the modern era. On theraontthroughout the years
others have asserted that politicians in particlolar also historians have
superimposed legends and myths on the figure okitige only to serve their
need of finding a great personality who could besem as father of what is
today the European Union. On the next pages wetakk a look at different
points of the Frankish king. First of all, it issestial to present the historical
figure of the person whose actions have made giswwho was Charles? His
historian and collaborator Einhard gave us thet faed probably most
trustworthy biography ever made on him becauséhefscarce details about
his birth and early life that are in our possessidmough the biographer and
the historians of the XX century we will see thestnmmportant points of his
life and political action. He was a great warridthna great tactical sense that
helped him during a lifetime of wars against difietr populations that
surrounded his kingdom. It is only thanks to higitds that he could conquer
them and create a vast dominion that occupied dlalbwestern Europe and
that left an historical mark. He was and will al\sage one of the most
important kings of European history. The greatuwralt and religious reforms
decided during his long reign are particularly impat given that they shaped
the whole political project he had in his mind. Ale historical actions he
undertook are going to represent the basis ofebersl part which will tell us
about the distinguishable common elements betweereation of the XX

century and its empire. The reference is obviotiséy European union. This



community was created so many centuries after ¢éla¢ghdof Charlemagne and
it might seem strange to hear about some connacti@t link together those
two political situations. The reality is that theie more in common than
expected and these elements have been under the adehistorians and
politicians for centuries. From the Franco-Germaxis,a through the
conferences organised for the anniversary of hahdand to the innovative
aspects that indicate a continuum with modern ipslit there is a lot to
analyse. Not everyone agreed with the titl&Rek Pater Europde was given.
Le Goff has always seen Charlemagne’s politicaloast as completely
directed toward an imitation of what was the Rorgampire and the greatness
it reached at the peak of its magnificence. But masight? Certainly, Charles
has lost one of his main historians as well as @nthe greatest European
medievalist of the XX century. But, there are otlgegat names that do not
agree with that vision or at least that try to feadinifying point: Alessandro
Barbero and Lucien Febvre. This means that thetkebsi a third part of
critical analysis with the point of view of the &&. They are going to give us
an idea of what modern historians think about ble of “Father of Europe”.
It is essential to understand what the main flowamsl if it has changed
throughout the years. To this purpose, it will le¢pful to know a bit about the
thesis of Henri Pirenne that somehow gave a nelw tmythe emperor. For so
many centuries the middle ages have been labelfedha dark Ages,
especially during the Renaissance. In the XV cegrdgpread this belief that the
middle ages were years of scarce cultural prodacttbere books were not
copied or written. It was not true and we are gdimgee the great political
and cultural moments of the IX century when Chadgne ordered the copy
of a vast amount of books that would have beenulisefany single library
but mostly in the library of his palace. His gresgts covered different spheres
from the political to religious and cultural onesdahe will always be

remembered for the signs he left to modern society.



CHAPTER |

THE HISTORY OF A KING



1 The Franks

In this part of this thesis we will have to admitee historical and
political project of the Franks with a detailed dgstion of their
achievements, the conquests but, especially, tifeeation that Merovingian
kings started and that Charlemagne had the chancentplete. He was able
to have a political project that outdid what othengs ever tried to do.
Therefore in a second moment we will analyse deepigt he had in his mind

and all the cultural, economic and political stpgook.

Charlemagne has remained impressed in the Europeeonscious as the
emperor that was crowned in Saint Peter’s Basitickhe Christmas night of
the year 800.

What was like to be a Frankish king in the VIII tay ? First of all, the

Franks were not even a population but rather arédide of tribes, Bructeri,

Chattuarii and Chamayicoming from the basin of the Rhine, that shathed t
same Germanic dialect, the same religious culisfallowed the same head
warrior. They finally decided to assume a colleetivame as a factor of
identity: the term Franks meant courageous.

Among the first people who gave a description o tollection of tribes we

find the romanGaius Sollius Sidonius Apollinarisa Gallo-Roman poet,

diplomat and noble bishop

«from the top of their heads their red hair descatidjrawn toward the
forehead while their nape is completely shaved.irThges are clear and
transparent, made of grey, light blue colour. ladtef a beard they wear thin
moustache that they curl with a comb. Their favieurinobbies are the

throwing of an axe against a target, the gyre eirtbhield, the surpassing of

! Three Germanic that existed between tfleafd the % century before being absorbed by the
Frankish populations.



the lances that they had previously thrown. If tigey surrounded by their
enemies or face a hard soil situation they onlycsmb to death but never to

fear.$

Those barbarians conquered Gaul that was the ticdme$ most populous
region in the impoverished Occident. From the vbgginning, they had
displayed their will not to share it with anyonseshround: the Visigoths, who
had installed in the northern part of the counimythe modern Provence and
Languedoc, were defeated and pushed toward tren®gs; the Burgundians,
who were installed in the valley of the Rhone, tmdecognise the superiority
of the Franks and subjugate to their kings; andodk much effort to
Byzantine generals and, then, to Lombards to ptetrese populations from
expanding over the Alps, toward Italy.

As far as the Gallo-Romahsre concerned, they were given the right to
remain in those territories provided that they ggased the superiority of the
Frankish king. But, the Franks could have neveralmihthe entire Gaul
because of their scarce number, they were in factmore than two hundred
thousand people. Those watrrior arrived in greatlmennonly in the northern
part of the country, along the Rhine, the Meuse thedMoselle rivers. If we
move little by little to the south the Frankish bewe more and more sparse
and it was easier for Gallo-Roman populations tsodb the conquerors,
imposing their habits and their dialect from whidime modern friends. The
Frankish kingdom of Gaul was constituted by a rudie of kingdoms; even
though the different tribes that were part of it flal recognised the power of a
king, the dynamic and cruel Clovis, and they ewatowed his conversion to
Christianity toward the end of the V century, thrgon did not last long. The
habit of subdividing the inheritance among all thale children determined

the formation of different reigns. The most oriéntacated between the

2 A poet, diplomat and bishop who lived in th® &ntury. His letters are some of the very few of
Gallo-Roman aristocracy that are still in existence
% Alessandro Barber@arlo Magno. Un padre dell’Europa&Roma-Bari, Editori Laterza, 2000, p.8.



Moselle and the Rhine, was named «the reign of East», Austria or
Austrasia; thanks to its geographical positiorgoitild impose its authority on
the populations of southern Germany, thus incotpagyahe dukedoms of the
Thuringii, the Alemanni, the Bavarians in the zarid-rankish influence. If
we moved further to the Occident, over the immeBiea Carbonaria forest
that covered a part of modern Belgium, we couldl fihe realms of Paris,
Orleans and Soissons that congregated in a unimqgeldm which utilised a
Romance language; The franks called it “the neamm®& Neustria. In the
South-East, over the Vosges, between the Rhonethanbllps, the kingdom
of Burgundy formed a separated political entity.utbernmost, Provence,
where the ethnic Franks were almost absent, wisrgied by a Roman
official that kept the name of patrician. By theywwhe no longer followed the
rules of Constantinople but was under the contr¢éhe Frankish kings. In the
South-West, Aquitaine was totally out of Frankisimirol.

The effective power of the two most important kingws, Neustria and
Austrasia, passed from one Mayor of the Palacaathar: they were a sort of
ministers, or viceroys, that governed in the platethe kings but that really
wanted to substitute them. At the beginning theas & mayor of the palace in
every kingdom, but in 688 the powerful Pepin, whazupied the office in
Austrasia, succeeded in imposing its will even teudiria after having
defeated Neustrian magnates in war. From that mbroanthe Frankish
population was effectively ruled by an only mayértlee palace. The family
that would have later become Carolingian desceticded an alliance of two
big nesters of Austrasia: Pepin of Landen and Amuno both died in 640.
After the death of Pepin of Herstal in 714 the adfpassed to his son Charles
who was given the surname of Martel which meantlisiktars due to his fame
of warrior. He inherited a power that was far frbging solid but he managed
to reinforce it through guiding the Franks agath&t menace of the Muslims.
In 732 Charles Martel defeated at Poitiers an Aralomn that had advanced

reaching the Loire. In the following years The Fkwmeconquered with the



sward the entire South. At his death in 741, thalsMars transmitted to his
sons Pepin, later called the Short, Carloman thehd uncontested authority
on a kingdom that was solidly united. In theoryerth was already a king,
Childeric Ill, but he was only a puppet and did hawe any real role. When
Charles Martel died a monk made a mistake regmgdris name with the title

rex, something that continued even with his sons.

2 The birth of Charlemagne

Who was Einhard? The question might seem unnegessaeven
pointless but it actually has a considerable relegawhen talking about
Charlemagne’s life. In any case, this person wasoartier and was the
biographer of Charlemagne and ,of course, the perdm wroteVita Karoli
Magni, the biography whose uncertain period of creatian be estimated in
the years between 817 and 833.

Here we have an interesting quotation that the rajgger made about the
birth of the future king that we can readRfan of his worka chapter of his

biography :

“It would be folly, I think, to write a word conoeing Charles' birth and
infancy, or even his boyhood, for nothing has ekeen written on the
subject, and there is no one alive now who can gwermation on it.
Accordingly, | determined to pass that by as unkmoand to proceed at once
to treat of his character, his deed, and such dduts of his life as are worth
telling and setting forth, and shall first give aocount of his deed at home
and abroad, then of his character and pursuits|aatly of his administration

and death, omitting nothing worth knowing or neeegso know™.

* Einhard, The Life of Charlemagné&anslated by Samuel Epes Turner, (New York: HagBrothers, 1880).
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But to be honest he was not the only person whfiedgtauch a work on the
king. The Monk of Saint Gall wrote a book aroun@@84, called De Carolo
Magno, for the king Charles the Fat where he cowvemse subjects and

materials than just writing about Charlemagne.

Charles Martel had died only a short time ago whiem wife of Pepin,
Bertrada of Laon, gave birth to a boy and he wasi®ed with the name of the
grandfather. The place where the birth happenestiisunknown. As we
mentioned before, his biographer Einhard wrote tGhtarles died in the
January of 814 in his seventy two year of life amchis fourty two year of
reign, a calculation that brings us to the year°74the Annales Regni
Francorunf date the death of Charles around the seventy eas yf life and
fourty three years since the conquest of Italy. rEveore generic is the
inscription left upon Charlemagne’s tomb at Aacliest saysseptagenarius
which means seventy years. But the interestingyttarthat none of the above
mentioned testimonies worries about a detail thdundamental for modern
historians: the date of birth. As it was said poeriy, the only document that
told us that the emperor was born on tffeo? September 742 is the biography
left by Einhard. By the way, the precise date othbdoes not have so much
importance as much as it did not for his contempesabecause they never

kept memories of their age nor they celebrated thighday.

®> Alessandro Barber@arlo Magno. Un padre dell’Europ&Roma-Bari, Editori Laterza, 2000.
® TheAnnales Regni Francorumre a collection of annals describing the lifeCafolingian monarchs
from 741 to 829.
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3 The special position

The contemporaries of Charlemagne strongly belidghatl the Franks
descended directly from the Trojans. This legend wanscribed for the first
time in the Chronicles of Frededactomposed in 660, but it appeared in
different versions only a few years after. The &rojorigin had a specific
meaning; it was useful to confront, to compete wiRome. If Romans
descended from Priam passing through Aeneas, dhkdmwere convinced that
they derived from another Trojan prinégancione who had given them their
name and that guided them inside Europe making thetall in the shores of
the Rhine river after long migrations. Thereforeyt had a blood relation with
the Romans and this authorised them to govern Gé&is. idea was certainly
transmitted to Charlemagne since he was a child.sEttlement of the Franks
in Gaul was not the result of a mass migration tfagbarian horde, in fact
already in Ill and IV century some Frankish warrggoups at the service of
the empire had peacefully settled in these tereisor
There was another important reason that permithed Rranks to present
themselves as the successors of the Romans: thkeged relation with the
Church of Rome. That particular alliance began whin conversion of Clovis
| who was baptised in Gaul the Christmas night mfuaknown year; but it
could have happened in 496. The other Germaniclabpas were converted
to Christianity by the missionaries of Greek forimatand they had embraced
the new religion following its Arian form that wasally widespread in the
Eastern Roman Empire. The difference with Catholgghat the Arians
believe in a Christ that is more human than divingrior to the Father. On
the contrary, when the Franks arrived in Gaul tiweye still polytheist and
their conversion to Christianity happened under ghpervision of the local

episcopacy. Therefore, they accepted very soorCti@olic version of the

" The chronicles were written in thd Eentury but the attribution to Fredegar was giirethe 16"
century but the author remains unknown.
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religion. Bishops and Gallo-Roman senators fourghsier to collaborate with
the Frankish kings, considering them protectors awmidtyrants. But most of
all, the Catholicism of Frankish kings permitteceni to establish good
relations with the spiritual head of the Catholitiugch, the pope. The
successor of St. Peter was a subject of the Romaerer that was continuing
to stay in the faraway Byzantium and the pope shdalve counted on the
emperor to be protected from his enemies: for exanipm the Longobards
who had arrived in Italy in 568, and were menadmgnvade Rome. For all
these reasons, the popes recognised early the tamger of assuring for
themselves a protector that was near and famihaa. letter written by pope
Stephen 1l to Pepin in 756, Saint Peter himselfreskkd to the Franks
assuring that the Creator considered them spemahg all the populations
and that they were destined to a mission as geetitad of the Romans. A few
years later, pope Paul | notified his election épiR rather than doing it to the
emperor of Orient as was the common occurrence. tAednessage left by
Paul I, who defined the Franks as a population bgnGod, was never lost
and, in fact, thd_ex Salic4 written in 763-64 contained a similar message in
the prelude. For the child who was learning theohysof his civilisation, the
Franks were not an aggregation of tribes but whee descendants of the
Trojans. Paul the Deacon is a direct testimonyaaf the future emperor saw
the history of his family when he was narrating @bihe story of Arnulf of
Metz.

4 The Pippinids

The coup d’etat undertaken by Pepin was made thighhelp of his
closest ally: the pope. Even if the bishop of Raiiee not have the absolute

8 It is an ancient Germanic collection of laws and:presented one of the major codes in the Frankis
kingdom during the Middle Ages
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power that has today, his moral and political atthjovas much respected
and recognized by the Latin Christianity. And, wh&spin decided to write to
pope Zachary before advancing his candidacy tahtene, he requested the
pope the permission to do it. After having thisrpission, in November 751
he was crowned from the assembly of the magnatéseckingdom and was,
then, anointed by the bishops of the Gauls. Medewlie legitimate king
was sent to a monastery. The successor of ZacBtephen I, when menaced
by the Longobards, made the king promise to inteevia Italy. In return the
pope went to Gaul to repeat the ceremony of thalrayointment in 754. This
event officially sanctioned the legitimacy of thewndynasty. In the same
occasion the pope gave Pepin and his sons thetifatrician of the Romans
which did not have an exact juridical meaning at time. In a certain way, it
represented a sort of confirmation that the Frdnkisng had become the
protector of the pope. This title was traditionalliven by the Byzantine
emperor to the exartlof Ravenna but the city had been conquered by the
Longobards. To reinforce the alliance between Pewd Stephen it was
instituted a relation gbatrinatus®. It is not clear what made the pope turn to
the king after 754 and then to Charles and Carlomant might be possible
that the successor of Peter had been their godfaifiee ritual of the
anointment introduced by Pepin represented ana@xiiraary novelty that had
a symbolic value. The Frankish kings arose throagtiaim and Pepin was
not only the first Frankish king to introduce thssacred symbol in his
coronation but also the only Christian king to st The anointment had the
power to render the king a sacred being and to biwe a sort of priestly

character. This is the reason why Pepin could ptdsenself to the public as

° The exarch was an authority chosen by Constariéribat was in charge of a portion of Byzantine
dominions and had vast powers at his disposal.

1 The patrinatus was a fundamental relationship created betweeffiathdy of the baptised and the
one of the godfather. Patrizia MeGabriele Malaspina, marchese di Fosdinov. Condqitditica e
diplomazia nella Lunigiana del Rinascimenkirenze University Press, 2009, p.60.
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“the oiled of God” and that could impose his auityoover his territories and
the Church.

5 The warlike nature of Charlemagne

In September of 768 king Pepin died in Paris amsl $ons were
destined to divide their father's kingdom betwebamselves. At the time of
deciding how to divive his territories, the dyinghé¢s did not respected the
ancient division of the kingdoms but preferred teate two new different
blocks as his father Charles Martel did. Charlezired the external part of
Frankish dominions: a half moon-shaped territorgt textended from the
Atlantic coast of Aquitaine to the Loire and ocagbipart of Neustria, the
majority of Austrasia finally rejoined the coast fefisia and incorporating a
great part of Germanic provinces up to Thuringiarl@nan inherited, instead,
the internal block that included a small part of skasia, the southern
Germanic provinces of Alamannia, a great part ofistiga, the southern part
of Gaul and the most internal part of AquitaineeTiew block logic did help
the unity of the Frankish kingdom even though theeee now two kings. By
the way, the relations between the two brothersewense and this was
probably due to the geopolitical results created thg division of the
territories: Charlemagne had the chance to easipamd toward the pagan
Germany while Carloman was facing a much moreadiffisituation, finding
the Arabs on its Pyrenean borders and the Lombamdthe Italian borders.
The fact that none of the two undertook any myiteaampaign increased the
mistrust between the brothers. Thus, the divisiad lereated an unstable
situation and it was necessary the interventiortheir mother to keep a
peaceful situation. But Carloman died in Decembkr7él after several
months of illness. Even if he was twenty yearswhen he died, he had two

children that were under the tutelage of their rapticerberga and the
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magnates of the kingdom. But, Charlemagne was sm@ough to take
advantage of the situation and, in fact, he prawa himself the unique king
of the Franks, taking the territories of his braogheHis brother's wife and its
children were forced to escape to Italy with the feshops, abbots and counts
that remained faithful. Obviously some of thoségielis and aristocrat figures
decided to make an oath of allegiance to their kieny.

A few months after the death of Carloman, Charlemaljunched his first
campaign, over the Rhine, against the pagans ointnth. The campaign
against the Saxons undertaken in the summer oWwas2brief and apparently
decisive but it was actually the first of an enpexriod. The franks penetrated
deeply in the territories of their enemies and osedl the authority after
fighting intensely.

The relations with the Lombards had always been firatl and foremost since
the popes started requesting for protection toGh#holic kings of Gaul. In
739, Gregory Il wrote to Charles Martel with a yeteremonious style,
imploring the king to intervene against Liutpraritt was about to menace
Rome. In return the pope sent him the keys of gpeilshre of Saint Peter, as
if it was a sort of nomination to protector of tReman Church. In 754 the
consecration of Pepin by pope Stephen and the ssioce of the title of
Patrician of the Romans went hand in hand withptimenise of an intervention
in the peninsula. In the summer of that year Pé&gsieged king Aistulf in
Pavia, forcing him to renounce all the conquestsltombards had made in
central Italy and to recognise the supremacy ofRrenks. Only two years
later, in 756, Aiustulf dediced not to respect whathad previously said and
started a new set of military campaigns arrivingRiome and obligating the
pope to send a desperate plea to Pepin. The intesaeof the Frankish king
restored the status quo but after that victorypdstical design toward Italy
had changed. The humiliated Lombard king had fynakcognised the
Frankish superiority and had also become a cliénh® Franks. The advent

Of Charles and Carloman did not changed the sitmatn fact, the Lombard
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kingdom could become a precious ally for both anth They both showed
themselves keen to keep good relations with kingid®xius who succeeded
king Aistulf in 756. TheAnnales Regni Francorummentioned a mission in
Italy undertaken by the Queen Bertranda in 770.r&hHe no doubt that
Carloman had very good relations with king Desukeriand this is
demonstrated by the fact that, after his deathwiiis, children and devotees
sought refuge in Italy. But, Even Charlemagne éisiadd good relations with
the Lombard king, so much so that his wedding witle daughter of
Desiderius can be dated this period. The lettetr gbpe Stephen III wrote to
the two Frankish kings displaying his disdain abin alliance, was a clear
sign of the political direction: they were abanishgna papal politic for a
definitive coexistence with the Lombards. It is maf to wonder why
Charlemagne decided to invade the Italian penindula there is a reason
behind this sudden change. Unfortunately, thetgtlis knowledge about the
events that happen during this brief period buttlree of them are clear to
historians; these happened between 771 and 772tlevegh historians do not
know the exact order. The first6 is that Desideansouraged the Carloman’s
widow to claim for his child the throne of the dekitig and to have him
anointed by the pontiff. The Lombard king probahlgnted to get someone
behind him while organising a new war to occupyniRo At the same time
Charles repudiated his Lombard wife because shendidgive him a son.
Finally, not long after being elected pope Adrianrbte a letter to Charles to
tell him that Rome was terribly menaced by the Lamds. The few
information we have about that short period showhas Charlemagne tried to
keep the door open to a possible diplomatic satutimtil the very end.
Moreover the king preferred to pursue an expansi@r the pagan North. By
the way the candidacy of Carloman’s son was unsstgkebut it could have
been if Desiderius had entered Rome and had coedpdghe pope to
consecrate him. But, the campaign of the Lomband kiame to an end at the

doorstep of the Eternal City. At that moment the Watween the Franks and

17



the Lombards could still have been avoided, in,fasten the Frankish
magnates were reluctant to undertake such an eodeabherefore, Charles
tried to come to an agreement between his ex fathéaw and the pope,
suggesting that the last of them paid a reimbufs&bout four teen thousand
gold coins in return to the retirement of the Lomsbarmy from the occupied
territories. The negotiation failed and when th@ednsisted to have Charles

starting a campaign in Italy the king made his plan

5.1 The invasion of the Italian peninsula

The beginning of this series of campaign was mailkedne problem
that was not simple to solve. The passing of thesAvas more difficult than
expected because there were only two Roman roatpéinmitted to cross the
mountains to an army that had horse and luggage.mdst direct way was
the so called Via Francigelahat from Lion returned up to the Arc Valley,
then descended around Turin down to the Susa Valliethe way out of the
valley the Lombards had recently refurbished thecieart system of
fortifications that blockaded the access to thdicltaalley since the late
Roman Empire: it was the so call€thiusasystem. The other roman road that
permitted the descent to Italy was the Great Sin&e Pass that was called
Jupiter’'s Mount at that time; it was due to thesprece of a temple dedicated
to the divinity. Even this section was defendedabgystem othiusearound
the same area where it now stands the Fort'Baftie Franks had taken the
Susa Valley and the Aosta Valley. As soon as hedeatbled the intervention
in Italy, Charlemagne established to gather hisyamGeneva because of the

strategic possibilities that place offered. Froraréhit was possible to take

1t was an ancient route that permitted the pilgrtmreach Rome from France.
12 At the place of the fort built in the XIX centuly the House of Savoy, here there was 4 10
century castle defending the entrance of this yaltewas destroyed by Napoleon in 1800.
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both the Susa valley road and the Great St. Bentard. Charles decided to
organise two different expeditions: the first slibblave passed through the
Great St. Bernard with his uncle Bernard at thedhefathe army while the
second, controlled by Charlemagne, passed throught I@enis. This is the
first time that the personal strategic inclinatairthe king became manifested.
In 773 the crossing of the Alps was almost an epiterprise for the Franks.
Einhard underlined how difficult the crossing ofstlarea had been and how
much effort it took to the Franks to surpass thactessible mountain range.
Something that really needs to be remembered isréiped defeat that
Charlemagne inflicted to his enemy. The coetaneepsrters agreed that
Charles did not attack the Lombards located orctheseface-to-face but he
was able to circumvent them and they attributestiexess to his abilities or to
a miracle. But, what was the exact path followedh®sy Franks? In the lower
Susa Valley there exist a track that is locally wnas «the Track of the
Franks» but the truth is that it is just one of gaths that constituted théa
Francigenain the Middle Ages. As far as the route follow Gliarlemagne to
circumvent thechiuseis concerned, the most credible version is theafribe
monk of Novalesa. The monk stated that the Framkeed right to the valley
of Sangone and from there, after descending to €d@avthey went up to
Avigliana arriving at the back of their enemy. Besa of the surprise the
Lombards withdrew and moved toward Pavia. Even rPdjasieged king
Aistulf after having defeated him; but after a fdays, when he obtained the
restitution of the territories the pope wanted #mel delivery of the hostages,
he went home. And, the difference between Pepin @hdrles lies here
because of the choices made by the son. Charlentegha totally different
political-strategic vision that we can define impéstic. The Frankish king
besieged Pavia for more than one year until Jur’ 4f when Desiderius had
lost all his forces and had to capitulate withoanditions. As winner Charles
settled the royal palace and redistributed to hesriars the treasure of his

father-in-law who was forced to become a monk aad shut in the faraway
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monastery of Corbig. Adalgis*, who was the last hope for the Lombards,
was shooed away from Verona and escaped to Comstplat, outside lItaly.
The Frankish king did not abolish the conqueredg#om and nor he
incorporated it in his dominions; he decided thatshould have kept the pre-
existing structures and the administrative autontimeyLombards had always
had and he entitle himself tikex Longobardorum

Even before the capitulation of Desiderius, Chav@s so certain about the
result of the war that, in 774, he abandoned tegesof Pavia to go to Rome
for the celebration of Easter. But the curious ghmthat Charles kissed every
step of the Saint Peter’s stairs and this is thdigoation of how influent was
to the king the sacred power of that place. Cdstaihe most important
moments the king spent in Rome were those of thyetraions with the pope
about which we have a very few details. What hiatee know is that the two
renewed the friendship agreement signed twentysyearlier between Pepin
and Stephen Il. Moreover, Adrian asked Charles gcomfirm a written
promise that his father had signed in that occasitis document extended
the territories that the Roman Church controllée, $o0 called «Saint Peter’s
Republic», recognising the pope his sovereigntyr avgreat part of Italy; to
the Franks it left a part of the Alpine area anpgaat of the Po valley up to
Pavia. Historians are a bit doubtful about thissigr of the story because it is
unlikely that the king might have accepted sucloaerous treaty. By the way
he never respected this commitment because it woalde meant the
dissolution of his new kingdom. Therefore, the auty of the pope was
recognised only in the ancient duchy of Rome, whthaddition of the Sabina,
and over the Byzantine territories of the Exarclatd of the Duchy of the
Pentapolis.

It is undeniable that a lot of dukes had parti@pato the defence of the city

with very little enthusiasm and that most of thambjagated with ease to the

13 Alessandro Barber@arlo Magno. Un padre dell’Europa&Roma-Bari, Editori Laterza, 2000, p. 35.
14 Adalgis was a Lombard king who reigned with highéa from 759 to 774
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new master. This is what explains the relativelgimass of the conquest.
Among the aristocratic Lombards the dissent waé laigd it increased with
the election of Desiderius in 756 because one ofilaals, the duke of Friuli,
lived this situation as an offense. This is a ckgn of the crack among the
Italic magnates and Hrodgaud of Friuli started veppon to organise an
upheaval. The only reason why they stood watchgipléssly to the defeat of
Desiderius is that they had not understood whataitteon of Charlemagne
would have involved; this would have meant the eidthe Lombard
independency. In the autumn of 775, while returnfrgm an expedition
against the Saxons, Charles received a letter pope Adrian who informed
him that Hrodgaud had a meeting with the duke aié¥ento, Arechis II, and
was preparing an insurrection for the following i8gr But, the Frankish king
reacted readily and decided to move toward thedktte Alps and as soon as
the weather permitted he crossed the mountainpkaeed his army in Friuli
between February and March of 776. The result ef fight is not clear
because it has been narrated in very different wag@mughout the centuries
depending if the reporter was Frankish or Lombaatording to theAnnales
Regni FrancorunHrodgaud died during the battle and Charles regereyl all
the rebellious cities imposing Frankish countseadtof Lombard dukes. On
the contrary, the Lombard reporter Andrea da Bemaafter a century, wrote
that the disobedient dukes confronted the Franksiral the area of the
Livenza river and were even able to stop their adeaAccording to the same
person, Charles signed a document in which he tedep leave the dukes at
their place. This second version should not benalo® seriously and it
appears to be the story of a hurt Lombard man widdcnot accept the
defeat. Nowadays historians, or at least the nigjofithem, agree with what
is written on the Frankish Annales and believe ®la&rles started to distrust
the Lombard dikes only after their upheaval. A r@tuation came when the

king decided to substitute the dukes with Franlkastd Alemanni bishops,
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counts, vassals and this was the beginning of stidreenovation of the lItalic

aristocracy’.

5.2 The governance of the new territori€apitulare Italicum

This is a perfect example of how the king legestain his territories
and in particular it shows the different politicaituation of the Italian
peninsula.

Charlemagne had certainly been frightened but greaval of the dukes and
decided that he had to obtain the faith of the paimns living in these
territories. The conquest of the Lombardic Italy led serious consequences,
in fact, it had caused devastation, poverty andgbunEven pope Adrian
wrote a letter to the king to denounce the tragicsequences of the war with
the Lombards: there was an increase of the Chrisiave trade who were
sold by their Lombardic owners to Greek merchamtsrder to escape hunger;
they even embarked themselves or their family t@ ¢heir lives. In February
of 776, Charlemagne promulgated his fiGapitulare lItalicunt®, before
confronting the rebels. The king had been inforntleat where his army
passed people started selling themselves, thdulrehi or partners as slaves,
that hungry people were forced to sell their prapsrto the Catholic church
and that others had to sell their lands. With ¢hlasvs the king ordered that
all those alienations were abolished and the mlatds destroyed if proven
that the seller had no other alternative, thahadél to be verified by a court in
order to establish the equity; and, finally that tde people who sold

themselves had to be released and that the dosatothe Catholic church

!5 Alessandro BarberdGarlo Magno. Un padre del’EuropaRoma-Bari, Editori Laterza, 2000, pp.
37-39.

' The Capitulare Italicum was a collection of lawsamated by the Carolingian kings for the Italic
Kingdom. Its origin comes from the series of lawattPepin the Short made only for the Italian
peninsula in the VIII century.
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were suspended until the situation was clearer.hake to understand that
those who took advantage of the poverty of the ga@aswere the Lombardic
nesters, both laic and ecclesiastic, and thaCtgatulare Italicumcan be seen
as a sort of attack directed against the intere$téthe Lombards. This
document represent a total new path for the palisduation of the peninsula
because it was a way to gain the respect and daithe common people and
this would have been the political line followed harlemagne. To the
masses of Lombards was transmitted the messagehimathad the same
importance as Frankish people and this impliedrigathhe same rights and the
same obligations.

The will to keep the autonomy of the Lombardic kiogh was confirmed
during the Easter of 781 when the son of CharlemagParloman, was
baptised in Rome with the new name of Pepin ancrecthe king of the
Lombards. From now on there would have been twiermdiht kings, the father
who spent most of the time over the Alps, and threwho would have settled
his court in Pavia. It is clear that the governmeithe italic territories was
ruled by Charlemagne through a series of man fdittd the king because
Pepin was only 4 years old: one of them was the@Wmaldo of Reichenau.
When the young king grew and became able to takesides, he started
controlling the army, composed by Lombardic menhbyself and guided it
during the Battle against the Caucasian Avars ifi, furing the punitive
expeditions against the duchy of Benevento and avéine long war against
the Byzantines on the Oriental border that endet thie conquest of Venice
in 810",

Despite the increasing number of Frankish bishapbpts and count that were
utilised in the management of the kingdom, the gowvent was still
conserving most of the traditional features of ameient Lobardic areas. An
example of this was the continuous use of localcialis together with the

imported Frankish and Alamanni counts. In the pgesipl areas of the ltalic

7 Alessandro Barber&arlo Magno. Un padre dell’Europa&Roma-Bari, Editori Laterza, 2000, p. 41.
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dominions the government was given to the dukethe@t.ombardic tradition
worked. But, as we mentioned before, Charlemagreosatinuing his policy
of substitution of Lobardic personnel with the Hagh one. Another
characteristic of the autonomy that should havelbegpt untouched was the
frequent publication of differenCapitulari by Charles or Pepin which were
directed to Italy.

An interesting thing to mention is the amount @deds and stories that were
written on the figure of Charlemagne. The war agjathe Lombards left a
profound impression on the collective memory thas/ing some space to the
circulation of creative short stories. The siegePakvia inspired a writer to
compose one of the most brilliant and remarkablecigtions of the king
several years after his death. The author wasdchliteker, a monk of St. Gall,
who composed th&esta Karoli Magniaround 886-887 and dedicated them to

the emperor Charles the Fat. It was a collectioimw#nted and true stories.

5.3 The wars against the pagans: Saxons, Arabs\zard

After defeating the Lombards Charlemagne became dmly
Occidental Christian king. The small Anglo-Saxom &panish kings did not
have more than a local power. All around his teriéis Charles had only
enemies of God: the pagan Saxons in the boundi@esté of northern
Germany, the pagan Danes and Slavs a little furbnerthe Muslim Arabs,
who had already been defeated by Charles Martedr twe Pyrenees, and
finally the cruel Caucasian Avars, who derived frtma Attila’s Huns, in the
orient. The Franks were a warlike population arat thas the way through
which Charles Martel and Pepin obtained respectcamdensus. But there is
one detail that characterises the wars where CGhalénvolved, that is the
religious element. The war was a permanent featdir@is reign but the

hardest one, was that against the Saxons becauaeé & lot of consequences.
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Moreover, it lasted more than twenty years but [eech the borders of
Christianity to expand up to the Elbe river, inamating the entire Germanic
territories in the Frankish kingdom. In 772 Charégmne reunited his army and
guided them against the pagans of the North olotgian important victory
and the destruction of the most essential sanesiaof the Saxons: the
Irminsuf*®. But, the following years showed that the puniteseditions had
to be continuous because the Saxons resistedubnaission that would have
implied not only the loss of the tribal independeht also the abandonment
of their religious credo. It was the insecuritytioé borders with the Barbarians
that made the Franks decide to undertake a miltarypaign against them.
But it is clear that the religious and politicakrients went hand in hand.
Among the conditions imposed by Pepin to the deté&axons, there was the
guarantee that Anglo-Saxon and Frankish membershef clergy could
conduct their activities without facing any obséacl

The Saxons sacrificed their prisoners to their gatide the Franks killed
anyone who refused to get baptised. More than dme&axon heads wanted
peace because they were powerless and destroyétehbyar, up to a point
that they accepted to be baptised, but anytim€timlemagne was out of that
area the upheavals burst again. In 778 the Saxgresaeed Rhine and it was
hard for local commanders to stop their advanceinguhese rebellions there
appeared an important figure that was the onlyampnihead recognised by all
the tribes of Saxons: prince Widukind. It was hifmororganised and started a
great rebellion, exterminating the Frankish foroasthe Stiintel mountains in
782. A response of the king should have been eggdeantd, in fact, it came as
one of the cruellest actions ever undertaken b¥iting: he intervened with his
army and forced the rebels to capitulate and pdetrthat they consigned
their weapons with the exception of Widukind whoased to Denmark; then
he ordered the execution of four thousand soldreX&erden an der Aller. The

king took the inspiration of the massacre from bitde; he loved comparing

18 According to a Saxon’s belief, the sacred tree stmad there bore the sky and the stars.
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himself to David who killed most of the Moabiteseafdefeating them. After
782 Charlemagne conducted the war in a very cragl, wpending the winter
in the enemy’s territories and destroying the hsitven order to starve the
populations. At the same time he published one haf nost ferocious

collection of laws of his entire reign: theapitulare de partibus Saxonie
which imposed the capital punishment to anyone wffiended the Christian
religion and its ministers. But, the edict was sdhless that even the
entourage of the king, Alcuin included, manifestéeir disapproval. The
policy of terror seemed to be rewarding the kimgfaict, in 785 Widukind was
forced to come to an agreement and went to the@alaAttigny, in France,

to be baptised. Even pope Adrian was so happyadtired a celebration in
any church. Unfortunately, the things were compyetifferent because that
action provoked a new rebellion of northern Saxangsses who burned
churches and massacred the ecclesiastics in 79@rlethagne was cruel as
usual deciding to take more drastic actions andfaict instead of just

devastating the rebellious village and starvisgppulation, he opted for the
mass deportation and the repopulation of thosesaméta Frankish and Slavic
settlers. At the same time he decided to intensliiy contacts with the
principal members of the Saxon aristocracy andl tte collaborate with it

during a council in Aachen in 797. In that occastbe members of the
assembly emanated a new version of @lagitulare SaxonicumThis kind of

new policy adopted by the future emperor bore drand it permitted to have a
long lasting collaboration with Saxon nobles. A fwonation of this new

agreement was the construction of Paderborn citgraviCharles placed his
palace and received pope Leo Il who was escapimmg Rome in 799. From
the city started one of the most successful Cathuissions ever organised
which was able to convert efficaciously a great hamof Saxons who left

paganism to embrace the new religion. All the msiof wars had never had
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the same results on those populations. The boadersrthern Germany were

now safe and closed but a different one remain opleeDrang nach Ostelf.

Towards the Arabs in Spain, Charlemagne kept andafe behaviour for the
majority of his reign. Narbonne and Toulouse w®re ancient roman cities
that saw their defence systems reinforced in otaeuarantee the safety of
Aquitaine against eventual incursions or upheawdlsts habitants. In the
spring of 778 Charlemagne had an occasion to peear offensive
intervention due to the internal fights in the Mosdominions. Therefore, he
decided to organise an expedition that passed thenBes to help the
governor of Barcelona, Sulayman ibn Yaqzan al-Araloid otherprincipes
Sarracenorumwho rebelled against the emir of Cordoba. Thossgralities
went to Paderborn to request Frankish help. Ondbethings that permitted
the expedition to exist was the hope of a rapidovicagainst the infidels. At
the same time, the public opinion was referringhi Christians of Spain as a
sort of population imprisoned by the yoke of thea8ans and told that it was
their coreligionists who wanted the help of therfkiah king. In order to cross
the Pyrenees he organised a pincer movement: hdédwmmisonally have
conducted part of his army through the Christianl anbjugated Basque
Country while a second army passed through thenwliehills. The troops
recruited in Neustria and Aquitaine gathered onAtantic side while those
recruited in Austrasia, Provence, Germany and Italgre sent to the
Mediterranean side. The two different armies gattiennder the walls of
Zaragoza and when the governor of the city refusegive it to the invading
enemy, Charles besieged it. Unfortunately the actias a total failure and the
army was forced to return home after a month ajesidhe 15 August 778

the rearguard of the retiring army was attacked arttrminated by the

91t is an expression created in the XIX centuryndicate the movements of Germanic populations
and the German expansionism toward Oriental Euriopgarticular, it indicates the expansion toward
the areas controlled by the Slavs and the Balts.
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Basque tribes of the mountains. As Einhard recaljrdeme important men
like Hruodland and Anslem were lost during thishtig

We have to discuss a bit about one of the two gepst mentioned because
of his literary and historical importance. Hruodlaror Roland as we know
him, was destined to become one of the most retewahknown heroes of the
Occident. He was the protagonist of tleanson de Rolafiy the person who
died in the Battle of Roncevaux Pass. But, he vss the Roland of Boiardo
and Ariosto, the protagonist of some of the majastarpieces of lItalian,
French and Spanish literature. By the way, it is certain that Roland died
during that battle because some of the most impbrtenuscripts of th¥ita
Karoli do not even mention his name. Moreover, as faRascevaux is
concerned, the XI centur@hanson de Rolants the first text that identifies
the place of the battle with this crossing place.

Even if the episode of Roncevaux forces us to tlointhe Spanish expedition
as a failure, the final analysis was not totallygaigve. First of all, the
Christian populations living close to the Pyrendesl started identifying
Charlemagne as the only protector and second,itiiehlad learnt that it was
always necessary to organise better any possipi@nsion toward the Spanish
borders. The first step of this new direction wag fconstitution of an
autonomous kingdom of Aquitaine whose king becarharl@magne’s son
Louis the Pious in 781. The frequently rebelliouguanian populations were
pacified thanks to this recognition of their indegence; even if, this area was
effectively controlled by Charles’s counsellors.

The Christian populations of the Iberian peningldaperately wanted the king
to help them against the Muslims. They were trungkerous as when a an
incursion coming from Spain arrived at the feethd walls of Narbonne and
Carcassonne in 793. In that occasion the army diami of Gellone, which

tried to intercept its enemy, was defeat and themgnwent home with a

%0 The famousChanson de Rolandas written between 1040 and 1115 and tells ey sif the Battle
of Roncevaux which happened in 778.
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conspicuous richness and slaves. In 797, afterddeth of the Emir of
Cérdoba his brother Abdallah went to Aachen to estuhe support of the
king in order to oust his nephew; meanwhile anotkbel took Barcelona and
offered it to the Franks. Then, Charlemagne ordéoeltis son Louis to pass
the Pyrenees and besiege Huesca, and to Borrelsoha to occupy the
fortified city of Vic?:. From now on, the king of Aquitaine was big anwsy
enough to organise the military operations. In B80vent to Spain again and
conquered Lleida. In 801, after seven months @jesiBarcelona was taken. In
the following years Louis showed his military atids and expanded his
dominions in the Iberian peninsula up to 810 whiea Emir of Cordoba
accepted to negotiate a peace agreement. Wittdtlusment he recognised
the Frankish expansions over all the territoriested in the north of the Ebro
river. This area taken from the Muslims was incogped into the empire and
was run as amarc&”. The so calledMarca Hispanicid® has always been
traditionally considered more European that theasethe Iberian peninsula.

It is time to make some military considerations w@hihe wars with the Arabs
and the way they conducted them. First of all, takyays tried to avoid the
battles on an open field because they relied mastlyhe defensive walls of
their cities and because the Frankish army wasstamng to be confronted

face to face.

It is now time to move to another population thahftonted the king: The
Caucasian Avars. According to Einhard the battlénwhe Avars was one of
the most important ever conducted by Charlemagne.we have to define
what the Avars were now because we do not have af Idetails about this
population. To be more precise the Avars were npbpulation but rather a

horde of nomads of the steppe, raiders, horsesié&reevho were not too

L Three Spanish cities located close to the boundithyFrance.

22 A march in English.

2 A defensive area between the Umayyad Moors of Adiflus, the Duchy of Gascony, the Duchy of
Aquitaine and the Frankish Kingdom created by Gimdgne in 795.
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much different from the Huns both for the habitsl &or the Asiatic look; in
fact, the official sources called them Huns bus ivery likely that some huns
were part of the horde. The kha§awas the head of the of this collection of
nomads and with his help the Avars attacked theaBtyjue Empire and settled
themselves in the vast Danubian plane which weselgit by the Lombards
that were moving to Italy. By settling those aretd®y incorporated
Bulgarians, Gepids and Slavic tribes. Thus, the nghaate was a
heterogeneous reality from the linguistic and ethpoint of view. At the time
of Charlemagne the majority of his inhabitants laddndoned nomadism to
embrace a sedentary life: they became peasantdraeders. The modern
archaeology suggests that other Asian nomadic grimiped the Avar nobles
and it is very likely that among the notables theguages spoken were those
of the Turkish family. As it has been said befolee Avars were not a
community but a collection of populations that ée¥ed the khagan. But, if
this is what modern historians know about themighthbe normal to wonder
what the king knew of these Avars. It is very likéhat he related them to the
nomads of the steppe, the Shiites or the Huns, ¢iviag them the same
qualities he saw in those tribes: savage, cruehdihirsty, ransacking lover,
able of anything and last but not least, pagan. Khanganate was a
recognised power that organised diplomatic relatiith the Christian world:
Paul the Deacon recounted that some centuriexednke khagan had sent
ambassadors to Italy and Gaul. Back then it waknoivn that the Avars had
relations with the Byzantine Empire. Therefore,ytlveere not an horde of
people that came from the mountains to destroyy#vielg, as they were
depicted but it was a kingdom that was able to lbgveelations with other

different populations.

24 Cacanus in a Latin form. It was the title givettie heads of Turkic and Mongolians populations and
it is equal to the European title of Emperor. Thgpee was called Khanganate.
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The Bavarians were the Germanic population thatdlion the Danubian plane
near the borders with the Avars. Tassil®’|llduke of Bavaria, had swore
allegiance to Pepin and then to Charlemagne bbhgbealso tried to be an ally
of Desiderius. After losing the support of the Larts, the duke realised that
he could not pursue an independent policy anymate rionetheless, he did
not miss any chance to provoke the king until he Wwaced to take drastic
actions. What really happened between the two isreally clear to the

historians but it is certain that they relationgevesally bad in 787; in fact, the
duke sent some ambassadors to Rome to requestiatioredrom the pope,

when the king was already in that city. Obvioushge pope was not happy
about the request and told the duke that he hadbltow the rules of

Charlemagne. When the king went home he wrote terlédb the duke

imposing him to respect the pope’s orders and tdos court. The duke did
not obey and this fact offered Charles the pretextaccuse Tassilo of
infidelity and enter his territories with an armig$ésed by pope Adrian. Three
armies were organised in view of the war but tigatfivas avoided at the very
last moment because of the duke’s acceptance ohission to the king and

the because he even gave some hostages. The fajlowar the duke was
accused by his own bishops and vassals at the bBsséeid in Ingelheim.

According to them he had betrayed the promise heena the king and had
made some agreements with the Avars to attack itheks. We have a very
few details to determine whether that was a fanggamsed to eliminate

Tassilo from the scene or if he really had contacts the Avars. In any case,
the khagan might have wanted to attack in the wegnent Tassilo needed his
help and Charlemagne seized the day to solve tinatisin the way he wished.
The duke was condemned to die by the assemblythatlaccuses of betrayal
and desertion but the king did need his death aagaged to have him closed
in a monastery. Meanwhile Avar hordes were movimgatrd the borders of

Bavaria and Friuli. Fortunately local commandersenepuld stop the advance

%5 He was the last duke of the Agilolfings family amelremained in place from 748 to 788.
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of the enemy with the few armies they had at tbheiposal even if the Avar
army that entered Italy arrived up to Verona wheéreurned the Basilica of
San Zeno. Now that the Bavarian duchy had lostaiitonomy and was
incorporated in the Frankish kingdom there wasva need that Charlemagne
had to solve. He had to gain the fidelity of thes&@ans. Alcuin affirmed that
was preparing the war against the Avars already88 but that he was
stopped by the arrival of an ambassador of the &maghe aim of the khagan
was to divide the borders with the king but Chadgme perfectly knew that
he was in a stronger position and presented ondyditernatives, the war or a
humiliating modification of the borders. Obviouslhe khagan could not
accept that. For more than a century the bordendsst the Avars and the
Bavarians was located along the Enns river andAvers had always be
willing to defend that “line”. When the khagan seume ambassadors to
Charles to understand what his intentions wer&g8ih, he was already placing
some troops close to the Enns only to give a detraiien of their abilities. If
the khagan had retreated this would have mearth&fFranks the possibility
to extend their borders and to make their populatipenetrate into the new
areas. In 791 the king gathered his army in Bavafier the failure of the
negotiations.

The Avar chevaliers were really famous among thasians but it seems that
it was a fame belonging to an earlier past becdbsewar was lost very
rapidly. The army was gathered in Regensburg instimamer of 791 and it
was probably the biggest ever organised by Chaftegicluded Saxon,
Frisian, Frankish, Thuringian and Bavarian contirige Given that the
Danube was the natural access to the territoriéiseoAvars. The king decided
to divide the army in two different parts, thus imgva troop on each side of
the river: the troop in the north was controlleddmunt Theodoricus and the
treasurer Meginfrid, while the troop in the southswguided by the king. At
the same time, there was a troop that would haeelkad the Avars on their

back and this was controlled by the Charlemagnais Bepin. The problem of
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the attack was the Danube itself because it wdf/reard to pass from on
side to the other and this is the reason why thexe some boats with the
army. Before entering the enemy’s territories thieappened a curious fact
which helps us understand how religious the king.Wde religious ministers
imposed a fasting and prayer of three days to they an order to get God’s
favour. In a letter to his wife Fastr&8he king told her that it was possible to
obtain the permission to drink some wine by offgranhandout, even though
the prohibition of meat was directed to anyone.

The king was busy to solve the skirmishes betwéenBavarian nobles and
this is the reason why the army spent more tima #hected in Lorsch and
entered the village of the enemy only in Septembtranwhile, Pepin gave
good news when he conquered an Avar fortress orbthnders. The Avar
population escaped when the Frankish army arrivedl iastead of fighting
they preferred to leave scorched earth behind thibey escaped toward
fortified places where they could be safe. Unfoatefy, when Charlemagne
arrived at the Raba river he realised that the ipranvs were truly scarce and
that even the animals started to die. The king d#etito go home. This
campaign of 791 was not as successful as the kadlgelxpected but it was
clear that the Avars were not able to defend thémaseagainst the Franks .
the king remained two years in Bavaria up to 798riter to organise his new
attack. The boats carrying food were not sufficiemtthe enterprise and
Charles realised the he had to prepare somethifigratit. This is why he
opted for a boat bridge that could be dismantlezlwds even informed about
the opportunity to create a navigable canal linkimg Rhine and the Danube:
the so calledossa Carolin&’. The works were really difficult because of the
conditions of the soil and the canal was never ushd attack that took place
in Pannonia in 791 had its consequences. FirstlpfThe authority of the

khagan started shaking and a lot of Avar heads rntoale an independent

%6 She was the third wife of the king.
" The canal created by Charlemagne was originatig laround three kilometres but today only five
hundred meters remain of it.
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policy. In 795 theudurf® sent an ambassador to Charles showing his intentio
of subjugating himself to the king and of convegtito Christianity. The
following year the khanganate collapsed, the khagas assassinated and the
duke of Friuli, Erich, organised an expedition e tAvar capital. Pepin took
advantage of this situation and invaded the couwitly his army while the
new khagan subjugated to him. It was in that occathat thetudunwent to
Aachen to get baptised.

The Avars were famous for the vast quantity of gibldy possessed which
was taken by the king and then redistributed antbegcounts, bishops and
abbots. Another part of this gold was given todbestruction of the palace in
Aachen and to the pope

The khanganate was not included in the Frankisgdam and Charlemagne
could not use the title of khagan. The bordershenEnns were moved toward
the orient and up to the Danube the governmentlefa thetudunwho was
now a Frankish vassal. Those who escaped went igaBa where an
insurrection was stopped a few years after. Int@@Charles’s spokespeople
of the oriental borders were assassinated antuthenguided a revolt against
the Franks that was slowly torn to pieces. In 88@ important count were
killed during a war with the Avars and this is ardmstration of how long the
conflict lasted. The king took a new decision arehtvto Bavaria because he
had to organise a new expedition that had to beteg¢he Danubian territories
to solve the Avar issue. When they returned torthemes they brought with
them some slaves one of whom was tidun who was then forgiven by the
king. The repression of the uprising put an entheomilitary abilities of the
Avars and in 805 a prince went to Charlemagne quest the possibility of
having the authority over the Avar population, strnmegy that the king

allowed. In return he had to accept to be baptiBethlly, a new khanganate

28 An ancient Turkish noble title.
29 Alessandro BarberdGarlo Magno. Un padre dell’EuropaRoma-Bari, Editori Laterza, 2000, pp.
67-78.
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was constituted on the occidental part of theiri@rtccountry but it did not
last long because it had completely lost its power.

Thanks to the conquest to the detriment of the Lamoidy the Saxons, the
Arabs and the Avars the territories the king cdigtbexpanded significantly
and became bigger than the original Frankish kingdk now included the
whole modern France, Belgium, Holland, Spain, Ssvlend and Austria,
Germany up to the Elbe river, northern centraly|t&dtria Bohemia, Slovenia,

Hungary up to the Danube and finally Pyrenean Sppito the Ebro.
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6 The relation with the Roman Church: what broutghthe

coronation of Charlemagne in Rome

With the exception of a few areas it is possibledy that Charlemagne
ruled almost over the whole Latin Christianity. Bvn areas traditionally
controlled by the Byzantine Empire the fame readhethe king made people
address him when they needed protection If Charéesthe new Constantine,
as pope Adrian called him before the final batdaiast the Lombards, it was
right that he wore the title and the crown. The i@ect could now have
another emperor who prayed following the Latinaitwcreated the laws and
wrote its letters in Latin. There existed two diffet figures that wanted to be
the defenders and heads of Christianity, even éf lhasileud® descended
directly from Constantine. Through the years tHéedent views of Latin and
Greek had increased their distance up to a poatttkie belonging to a unique
religion was doubtful. The religion was one andréifiere there should have
been a unique emperor to guide Christianity.

The alliance between the Roman Church and the Branktrictly related to
the continuous disaffection the pope had towardQhental emperor and he
was really unhappy when tlasileusintervened in theological controversies.
The skirmishes were even directed against thediglithe emperor in fact the
popes started refusing to recognise the authofitheemperor. The problem
of iconoclasm contributed to worsen the situatishen in 726 the emperor of
Constantinople fought the cult of the pictures. sTmfuriated the Roman
Church and between the two churches the relatiararhe frozen. It was
during the reigns of the Byzantine emperors Leahidl Constantine V that the
persecution of the images reached its peak. Atstrmee time, the Italian
situation was going from bad to worse for the pdpe to the Lombards who

attacked Byzantine dominions in Italy. The popedeekeprotection and that is

% The title ofbasileuswas give mostly to the Byzantine emperors butis wriginally given to Greek
kings.
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why he went to the Franks. Already in 739 pope @Gredll had tried to woo
Charles Martel but it did not work and this is grsof the new papal policy:
from now on the election of the pope was no long@mmunicated to the
emperor. By recognising the royal title to Pepid &y going to Gaul to anoint
him Stephen Il was declaring the papal independdrma the Byzantine
Empire. The new friendship between the new dynastythe papacy became
the fundamental axis of the European policy. Podaah stopped dating his
official documents counting from thHeasileuss years of reign and abolished
the image of the emperor on the coins. But, isseatial to remember that the
pope was just pursuing a certain policy at thattiamd when the empress
Irene put an end to the persecution of the imagegpbpe welcomed her the
same way he did with the Frankish king. The breg@k Byzantium and the
subordination to Aachen had an acceleration in wi#h the election of pope
Leo lll. Given that he had a bad reputation, hededethe support of the
Frankish king and so he sent him the report ofetéstion, the keys of St.
Peter and the standard of Rome. From now on thal pimcuments were dated
from the years of Charlemagne’s Italian kingdome H®vent that more than
anything destroyed definitively the relation betwédome and Constantinople
was the ousting of the oriental emperor by the esgprirene, who even
assumed the title dbasileusin 797. Leo lll took advantage of the situation
and realised that a coronation in Rome would havwen the balance of
power from East to West. The pope even orderedrig@ssef mosaics in
preparation to the event that had to be placedchiallaof the Lateran Palace.

At this point we should consider even the confietween Charlemagne and
Byzantium and the actions he undertook in ordegetocloser to the figure of
the pope. The relations the king had with Constapie were good at the
beginning and he accepted even the request frorerttpFess Irene to marry
his daughter Rotrude with the empress’s son Cotis&aX|. But, in the spring
787 the king did not left his daughter go with Bgzantine ambassador. In

winter the king had undertaken a campaign in sooth&ly, close to the
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Byzantine areas in the peninsula. Given that lididenot want the Franks to
strengthen their powers in Italy and given what geqed with his son’s
marriage, the empress offered her support to AseéHi duke of Benevento.
It was not only the difficult political situatiomiltaly that made the king reject
the marriage and risk a war, but also the religiagtions taken by the
empress. In 787 she influenced the Second Couhdilicaea to restore the
cult of the sacred images. Charlemagne was not aapyh about what
happened at the council because he did not unddrstell due to its bad
knowledge of the Greek and because the councildivasted by the empress.
Therefore, the king ordered the rebuttal of thesithedecided during the
council and the result was an extraordinary wofte Libri Carolini. A
reunion of bishops in Frankfurt rejected the thésisause of the presence of a
woman and due to strange accusations they madeddia Byzantine kings.
The Frankish king was presenting himself to thelevas the only guide of
the Christian population. Through the writings ofcdin we know that the
papacy was risking a huge loss of influence undere¢ign of Leo Ill and that
situation made people think of Christianity as & sb empire whose emperor
should have been Charlemagne. Alcuin and otherlpexipthe service of the
king started referring to him as the new Daviditle already used by pope
Stephen 1l to name king Pepin. After what happeine@onstantinople with
the empress lIrene, it was the right moment for [Ehzagne to accept the
imperial dignity and Charlemagne took some step&td this direction. The
historians have called this escalation to the imapdevel Imitatio Imperii
One of his first steps toward this direction wa® tbonstruction of a
magnificent palace in Aachen under the supervisibthe Architect Odo of
Metz. Certainly, the most important part of thislqge@ was the Palatine

Chapef® whose construction was inspired by tBérysotriclinog® and the

31 Arechis Il was duke of Benevento from 758 to 7&d &e tried to expand his influence on former
Byzantine territories while defending his duchynfrthe Franks.

% It is the only part of Charlemagne’s Palace thilt exists today, even though it has been
incorporated into the cathedral of Aachen.
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church of San Vitale in Ravenna. But the king idtrced a difference from
the original project of the palace in Constantieople wanted his throne to be
place in the occidental area while the emperor8yfantium had it on the
oriental part at the place of the altar. This waear sign of the distances that
the king was taking from the oriental emperorsrdeo to place himself on a
new position.

We have already seen that the election of Leanlli95 meant a new meaning
for the figure of the king who was now receivingreimperial connotations.
In 799 the pope faced a huge problem in Rome: W grandsons of the
former pope Adrian | captured the new pope andltteedeprive him of his
eyes and his tongtfe But the pope was able to escape and reachedd@ader
through the help of Winigé% the duke of Spoleto. But the grandsons sent a
delegation to Paderborn to inform the king abowt #élccuses of fornication
and perjury of which the pope was responsible. Ehagne, whose judgment
on the situation was requested, consulted Alcuikrtow if the king of the
Franks could have been superior to the pope atitetoriental emperor in that
situation. The king ordered an inquiry on the aatiogs made. It was a
difficult moment for the pope who was suggested ttwaleft his role; but he
did not and remained in his position until Charlesnt him to Rome
accompanied by the commissioners of the inquiry. fdenot know the
decision taken by the court of inquiry but we caavér an idea due to a
comment of Alcuif’. Certainly, Charlemagne wanted to acquit Leo Hdl a
put him on his throne in St. Peter but he had tatdee himself in order to
succeed. This is the reason why he went to Rom&3hsdovember 800. On

the 1 December he personally opened the coundilhiia to judge the pope

% It was the ceremonial hall of the lost Great PalatConstantinople. Built in the VI century it ffel
into decay through the centuries until the begigrofi the XIV century when the information about
the palace disappeared.

% 1t was a custom in the Byzantine Empire when sareesanted to eliminate an adversary without
being guilty of his death.

% Winiges was one of the main helpers of the Framkke conquests at the expense of the Byzantine
Empire. He ruled from 789 to 822.

% The comment was written on a letter that he senés$ponse to the archbishop who communicated
him the result of the inquiry. The comment was “hah who is without sin cast the first stone”.
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inside the Vatican Basilica. As he had organishkd, council confirmed the
king’s will, confirming that no one could judge thigure of the pope and that
he could clear his sins by pledging on the gospelithis innocence.
According to a contemporary reporter it was the es@ouncil that decided to
coronate Charles due to the lack of an orientalexop To be honest, the
decision may have been taken a few months eatliett Is all theory. By the
way, the Christmas night of the year 800 Leo ldgad a crown on the head of
Charles, following the classical ritual, and aneththim with the sacred oil.
The Roman population, represented by the Vaticanggl welcomed the
figure of Charlemagne as emperor and August. Lestdrted mentioning the
name of the emperor on the official documents arehempressed his name
on the coins of the Vatican; it was an official agnition of the emperor’s
sovereignty over the Eternal City. But at the saime, the fact that it was the
pope who put a crown on the head of Charlemagnehgaditical implication.
The emperor was a bit unhappy to have knelt intfobrthe pope thus causing
an ambiguity on the relation between the church thredFrankish kings that
would have lasted so many years. Even if the caimmahad a certain
ambiguous form, it was the emperor who had gaihedstipremacy over the
Latin Church and the pope himself. The king coutdvrdesignate the new
bishops and abbots, control their behaviours amgter councils when he
wanted to.

The coronation of the emperor was not happily aiszepy the empress Irene
even though Charlemagne made its best not to ceeataflict with the other
empire and the same did her. A peaceful relatios iept even when the
empress lost her throne through a coup d’etat rbgdme of the ministers; in

fact, the following leader tried to maintain a pe&etween the two empirés

37 Alessandro BarberdGarlo Magno. Un padre dell’EuropaRoma-Bari, Editori Laterza, 2000, pp.
80-112.
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7 The management of the Frankish territories: $prin

Assembly, count anohissus dominicus

One of the most interesting things about the regGharlemagne was
the way through which he ruled his vast territqriesth those inherited at the
death of his father and those conquered aftehalbattles the king undertook
during the course of his life. It is necessaryde what political institutions he
inherited and maintained and what are the new ahes$ entered the
administrative structure. An important questiont thdl find the answer is: is
there anything new that still persists in modermoge? The aim is to give a

very brief overview of the policies of the emperor

The Spring assembly was one of the most charatitemsstitutions of the
Frankish king’s reign. It reunited around the kmgnultitude of free people
that helped him take decisions and listened tokihg's admonitions. Here
lies one important detail that differentiates Claragne from an absolute
monarch: the king did not have to be accountablg tnGod but also to his
population and this is the original function of t8pring assembly. From one
side, the new relation the king had with God médmeeaxposure of his conduct
to the population less acceptable and this is wkyfanctions of the assembly
were emptied. The population and the royal famduld find a certain union
and harmony through this assembly and the decisaken by the king could
find the collective approval. King Childebert Illfehe need to have the
deliberations of the assembly transcribed on papeastear symbol that the
reunion was becoming less focused on the militéeid fand more on the
political one. But at the time of Charlemagne theceurred some changes on
the nature of the assembly. First of all, the asdgrwas no longer held in
March but at a later date and second, the partioipdo the reunion was not

opened to all the Franks as it used to be but tmkgcclesiastical magnates,
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laymen, bishops, abbots and counts. Moreover, eneryas accompanied by
his follower. Another thing that Charlemagne intiods was the new calendar
of the gathering which was doubled now. The twonods took place in may
and in autumn and in the second case, the kingiteeuonly those people
whom he had to talk with.

In 803 ha had added a few thing on the nationas ldue to the new territorial
annexations and he believed that the approval ef aesembly was not
sufficient to legitimate an intervention that wolldve modified Bavarian and
Lombard laws. Therefore, he ordered to mmissus dominicug consult the
entire population over the chapters added to tiggnad law. Obviously, there
was not a real chance to refuse a certain chaptestitl it is a demonstration
of how important was to obtain people’s consen3iss procedure might be
seen as a sort of early type of people’s referenduem though the king was
not really asking for a real opinion. But, it caartainly be said the this
particular structure is still in used today duritige organisation of modern
European and national referendums.

Due to all the conspiracies the king had to facelé@ded that anyone would
have pledged of allegiance. In 789 théessus dominicusiere sent to all the
provinces of the kingdom to make any person prooeuhat formula. They
had to make any bishop, abbot, count, royal vaasalecclesiastical dignitary
swear; then, every count should have organisedltbgiance of any person
living in its countship. In 802, after the coromatj the king imposed the
renewal of the pledge to all his subjects.

The tremendous labour of unification made durirgy@arolingian era has left
a profound sign on the countries that were palwdrlemagne’s empire that
can be recognised even today. At the height adsnsion the kingdom was
composed of hundreds of provinces each controlied bount. In scholastic
books we can read that Charlemagne divided hisdanmyg in different
countship but it is not true because he just sthErga system of mandates

that was already in use in the local governmenthef Frankish kingdom.

43



Then, he extended that system to the new acquereitbties thus helping the
process of integration inside the empire. After Bt above all after the
Lombard revolt in 776 the Frankish counts stattelde inserted in the Italian
provinces; between 778 and 781 in Aquitaine, in irBThuringia and finally
the moment of Saxony and Bavaria arrived in 782 @tlrespectively. In the
administrative jargon the province given to a cowas calledpagus®. At the
time of Charlemagne another term was in wsenitatug®. In Gaul and Italy
the countship could coincide with a diocese forcengount to live with a
bishop. Every count was the representation of atiqal centre that
coordinated different spheres but whose only linas the presence of special
ecclesiastical possessions that had received sartieytar concessions by the
king. But, what was exactly the power of a counitatFof all, we have to
specify that in his province the count represemiedking by collecting taxes,
administering the justice, publishing and orderihg execution of the royal
orders and finally by gathering the army. Contrarypopular beliefs, he did
not have an hereditary power but he was a sortmgfl@yed of the king and
could be fired whenever the king decided. They weey rich people who
had vast territories and a network of influentiabple around them. The king
arranged that any count needed a certain amountooketary and physical
resources and so he left them part of the taxespandof the state-owned
lands. There is now an important argument thatthidoe clarified: the march.
Scholastic books have always said that the divisibthe Frankish territory
included a march and the control of marquis butréadity is a bit different.
The countship was the main territorial district tbE empire and the term
march designated only the frontier areas that wergose contact with the
pagan territories of other civilisations. The perseho ruled those territories

was still called count and due to the risks thatdw@d face in those territories

% To be more precise the term had already been @dmthe western Roman Empire to indicate the
smaller administrative district of a province.

%9 An ancient structure that involved that the colndfaa territory was under the rule of a king witte
consultation of his warriors.
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the king ordered the creation of some military omands on thdéimes®. In
some cases the military and organisational respiitgiof those territories
was given to a duke.

Under the counts we can find the figure of the foyassal, orvassus
dominicus These people were notables who entered the seofithe king
through a pledge and conducted any single taskititgg necessitated. They
received a reward, extracted from the taxes, whew did their job well.

The problem of this system was the control of tkeéaviour of the counts.
This task was generally conducted by the memberthe@fChurch but the
institution that was created to control the coumé&se themissus dominicus
This figure was an emissary of the king who wasemed to go to a specific
territory. He had to settle in the house of thent@uilty of bad administration
and help him repair the situation. This systemesented a great effort toward
an administrative centralisation. Moreover, theyaverdered to register the
actions taken and then make a report that woule th@en given to the king.
The only problem was that they were not incorrdptibnd it happened
frequently that they did not follow their normabers when they were given a
certain amount of money. An interesting thing aé thigure is that they were
bishops, abbots or counts most of the time but divésion between the
religious and the political spheres was not as gthiks it is nowadays. The
second important novelty in the system was thedhiction of a new concept
in 802: themissaticum It was a territorial district, given to a coumémissi
whose boundaries were decided following some g@bggal criterions. We
can say that in 802 Charlemagne gave the task ofraitng the entire
administrative and ecclesiastic apparatus to aicertumber of members of
the clergy and the aristocracy that lived nearbg. we already said, the
control of the territory, the placement of the plapion and the maintenance
of the public order were run by the king througé tise of the Roman Church.

Bishops and abbots were important elements of thieliqp sphere and

“0It is the ancient name of the border used in thm& Empire.
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received tasks and orders by the emperor as amy ethployee. They were
selected directly by the king and had they hadatiheantage that their cultural
level was superior to that of the laic ministersrt@inly, their use had suffered
a reduction during the centuries, in fact the bpshof the Gaul had had much

greater fiscal, judiciary and military powers dwgyithe Merovingian era.

8 The situation of inland revenue: how it was orgad

An essential element of the royal power was the’kiproperty, also
called fiscal property. At that time the words milarevenue designated the
patrimony and the revenues of the king before beisgpciated with the tax
collection. The fiscal possessions of the Frankistys were created during
the invasions and increased with any ne conqudsey Trepresented an
immense patrimony with a multitude willae*! inside of it. Charlemagne and
his father considered the territories in the hahthe Church as an extension
of the public dominions whose revenues were atkihg’'s disposal. The
inland revenue had a central role in the use ofpthwer because it was the
principal source of income but it also permitte@ tirect control over the
areas that composed the public territories. Asai$ wreviously underlined the
words inland revenue indicated the state propertyreot an amount of taxes.
This does not mean that an amount of obligatoryises was inexistent and
this is one of the first things we have to analydee missusthe ambassadors
and any single person that was working for the kiag the privilege and the
right of being hosted by the inhabitants. At theneaime those people could
confiscate horses, armed convoys, and even foddwhs necessary. These
kind of obligations were the main participation tfe inhabitants to the

functioning of the public power and they burdenedstly the independent

“1 The termvillae refers to the ancient country houses that were#ymif the Roman world.
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landowners and the free tenants. The servicesatbid due to the king never
regarded the use of money that should have enritteedoyal treasure. The
censuswas an annual rent paid by the peasants, freelgelspedmen and
public slaves who lived in the territories of the@marchy. Ateloneowas a
monetary tax that was withdrawn from the circulateond selling of products.
It was a contribution requested by the governmanbrider to offer some
public services like the maintenance of a bridge port. But the king had to
impose a control over this tax because of the ption present among those
who were in charge of the collection. The locahauties often multiplied the

amount of this taxes because it was easy to eseabeal control.

9 The modern aspect of Carolingian justice

The justice was one of the most important aspeictbeo Carolingian
empire because it had some elements that areestidnisable today and that
made Charlemagne’s kingdom more sophisticated thsiorians believed.
The main activities of the Carolingian officials ieethe military organisation
of the population and the management of justices st field was not ruled
by some experts but it was in the hand of locakiais that represented the
king: the counts. Every count had to preside ov@uhblic assembly called
malluswhich was held a certain number of times a yearhkd to listen to the
problems and take decisions with the support afrga gomposed of the local
inhabitants. These people were narbedi homnesnd were chosen from the
notables who had a practical knowledge of the Rlacitumwas the name of
a single assembly and it was a real burden foptpilation and this is why
the king limited the number to thrgalacita a year. The same type of
organisation had a sort of specular structure atidbal level and with much
frequency where some lower-ranked peoplajores where in charge of the

role. It might have happened that the count wapaued or even substituted
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by the local bishop. Moreover, there were some sarghere justice was
exercised with a special form. The important thivey have to note is that the
public justice was a perfect example of a unifyglgment. In addition to the
juridical levels just mentioned, there was anotstep with great importance:
the palatiunt?, the place where the decisions were taken by thg. khe
justice of the palace had both a religious and laiqgad aspect and the palace
was like a sort of supreme tribunal to which a dbtpeople could appeal.
Everyone who believed that the decision of a |poddie had been taken badly
could present a quarrel against that person. Ifcthraplainer was right the
judge would have been punished. Those quarrel washér examination of the
count of the palace who could take an immediatasaet if the case was
simple and did not require the intervention of kireg. Instead Charlemagne’s
intervention was required when the case was péatiguserious and he was
even supported by some counsellors whose numbeended on its
seriousness. There is an important element that teebe underline: even if
we might imagine that the tribunals decided relyamyy on a speech, the truth
is that the written evidence was decisive. By tlay/\there was a scarcity of
written documents because people tried to destnyysingle evidence that
could make them lose a case. This is the main nebshind the necessity of
having some witness. They were not requested byuithge but it was the
person sued who had to find them in order to defendself. A real
convocation of witness by the court could take @lanly through a particular
procedure callednquisition per testeswhere the judge interrogated the
witness. A lot of times there could be a privatgatated solution between the
complainer and the defendant and it was essemtiabtninate an arbitrator
with whom they obligated themselves to respectdib@sion taken. A pledge
of allegiance by the person sued was needed wleee tere no evidences or

witness. By the way, the person sued had to firnetropeople who had to

2 The modern meaning of the palace derives fromatheient termpalatium that indicated the
Palatine Hill, where the palace of the roman emenas located.
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pledge with him. It was a sort of last resort whiee cause was hard to solve.
Last but not least, the trial by ordeal represergetiuly aberrant form of
judgment. According to the contemporaries it wad gto had the ability to
judge when a situation requiring the ordeal ocalrifiédis type of justice could
have different forms like the fir ewalking or thmmersion of a hand into hot
water. In certain cases the will of god could benifested through a judiciary
duel. These are probably some of the practiseddtally separate us from the
Carolingian society even if the king tried to reduits use. The bishop
Agobard of Lyon was among the few people who comdsima similar
practise because he understood its absurdity.

As we can expect, the Carolingian justice was facthe problem of
corruption and in particular the scarce trustwioghs of the judges. We have
already mentioned that the counts who had this rapb task did not have
any real juridical preparation. But, the most anngyproblem was that they
were busy gaining personal success and this maahe plarticularly prone to
corruption. Alcuin was one of the promoters of atige reform that could
solve the problem once for all. It was necessargliminate any form of
corruption and the creation of tAelmonitio generaliiad this objective: any
single gift to a judge was prohibited. Even theoref of themissi dominici
that took place in 802 was a path toward this timac Another important
change ordered by Charlemagne was the creatioriatélly new jury. It was
necessary to have more competent people in thel legla without
representing a cost for free men. In 802rthssi dominiciwere given even the
responsibility of controlling the various tribunals case of necessity they
could even take the place of the judge and run dase. The tribunals
underwent a modification that consisted in theitason of the professional
schepen, a professional lifetime juror who was stiped by themissi every
county have a group of seven permanent scheperesddthils we have about
this new category suggest that they did not hagweBessional preparation and

they could be part of the clients of a count. Gnd¢bntrary, the real novelty is
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that the new jury composed of cheapens did notdned the inhabitants with
the costs of justice. There is now a further stegt has to be noticed: the
privatisation of justice. At that time it was a& Mery beginning when the free
men left the management of the juridical procedarthe vassals of the counts
after being saved from the burden of ghacitum

Several times Charlemagne told the counts to jddd@ving the law and not
their will but this was clearly something hard topose because they had a
scarce knowledge of the laws and there was natglestcode but a multitude
of codes; this was due to the possibility of bejndged with everyone’s
national law. Due to the diffusion of the Franksalmost any area made the
presence of two different kind of laws the norm thé number raised to three
if we counted the Roman law that was used by thar€h This complicated
picture rendered the situation much more diffibdtause a judge should have
decided what law needed to be applied. The natiomad had too many gaps
and contradictions to rely on them and this is vig imperial capitularies
were issued. What Charlemagne made was a renewasdind of legislation
which became more articulated and systematic andphdoenoted their

transcription: the result was the drafting of tex Saxonunm 785.

10 An interesting cultural innovation

Charlemagne was an extremely curious person dwargh he did not
receive any education in his childhood. When hebecan adult he wanted to
be surrounded by a conspicuous number of intedstihat could help him
feed his curiosity. He started studying thigium and quadriviumand after
acquiring a good level of Latin grammar he decidedcreate a Frankish
language grammar. An interesting fact is that ting kould read but he could
not write because of what we have just said. Somthe@ most important

scholars worked with the king and Alcuin was prdpahe best known of
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them; he even coined the words Palatine Academywateso important that
the king could even question him about politicakters. None of them was a
Frank but they had different nationality due to thad condition of the

contemporary Frankish culture. By referring to thidtural innovation it is

necessary to underline that the main sphere thatabhged was the religious
one. One of the priorities of his important prograenwas the revision of the
biblical text. By the way the presence of thosellattuals did not last the
entire reign of the king and they had returnechtartlives before the year 800,
even if they still helped the king during the asbBm It should not be

surprising that the great period of cultural rewoln happened during their
permanence around Charles. The Carolingian Remaissa the name given
to this important programme of renovation which badlo with the religious

sphere and the main idea behind it was the imprewenChristianity is the

religion of the book and it needs to be taughttteeopeople who know very
little about religion. It becomes logical to presaumat the members of the
clergy should have had a good knowledge of it. fidierm becomes a helpful
tool to relaunch culture and in particular, to make functioning of the

Church and the life of the Christian population enarganised. His father
Pepin and his uncle Carloman had already understachilar necessity back
in 741 when they received the reign from Charlegt®laand saw that the
cultural situation of the Frankish territories wasdergoing a terrible period;
In Gaul the production of books had almost disapmbaAfter the death of
Charles Martel the situation changed and Pepin gaggart to a new path
under the supervision of Saint Boniface. He alseded the help of his counts
to eliminate any form of paganism and to forcephests to obey the bishops.
Saint Boniface was became an archbishop thankset@pdpe, thus receiving
enough authority to correcting the behaviour ofribtous bishops. One of the
problem that might have occurred was the posgibilitat an episcopacy
remained empty or taken by a layman. Through aoprad analysis of this

fact Charlemagne was able to put a bishop in angles diocese of his
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territories. The previously mentionefldmonitio generalisof 789 was a
collection of norms issued through the centuriespbpes and councils that
were reunited under the direction of the Roman &toibecome the basis of
the life of a Christian of the Carolingian EmpiMoreover, during the last
years of the VIII century and in the first yearstioé¢ following century, many
bishops imitated what Alcuin was doing: they conggbsome booklet to
explain the members of the clergy the problem$efiiturgy.

In 802 Charlemagne promulgated a series of measwrs the aim of
requesting the collaboration of his subjects to gedce and justice in the
kingdom. The king was still worried about the bdbav of the clergy and he
decided to make a new poll. Therefore, in 811 hledall the bishops and the
abbots of his empire to the annual assembly helaichen to question them
about a few things and he discovered some flavishéhavanted to correct.
One of the first steps of the reform was the cdiwacof the liturgical books
because it was necessary to have a unique kinelebmation in the whole
empire and because of his alliance with the popefinidely, it was this
necessity that made Charlemagne and his intellisctuark on a single code
that could be complete and useful. It had alwaysntee dream for the king to
produce an amended and correct Bible that couldacepall the gross
productions that were used by the priests. Anathportant kind of book was
the Latin grammar book where the priests learnedldinguage. It became
essential to revive the ecclesiastical schools dtp Ithildren get a well-
structured education; and, in 789 thdmonitio generalisnoved toward this
direction by ordering that religious ministers takeldren, both from free men
or slaves, in order to reunite them in schools angjive them a religious
education. It is certainly too early to see a sabit reform in this picture but
its value should not be denied. From now on, Evemgst living on the
farmland had to give a primary school educationciwhmeant that he had to
teach reading. The only school not controlled kg ¢kergy was the imperial

school, available for the sons of the officials #mel sons of the servants.
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Another field that captured the attention of Chaudgne was the library. At
that time a book was an investment due to the mfiggarchments and skilled
manpower. The king encouraged those kind of investsithrough preferring
and financing those abbots that wanted to expamd fibraries. At the
beginning of the 780s he sent a newsletter tchallreas of his vast territories
for requesting everyone’s help. Anyone who had @d hcopied the
masterpieces of the classical authors and of thieeFsaof the Church would
have been helpful to his cause. Once the Palatibely was completed it
was possible to organise the copy of all the tekest the king wanted
everyone to use. The aim of this project was olshothe unification of the
knowledge.
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CHAPTER I

THE ANCESTOR OF THE EUROPEAN UNION
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1 A founding myth

This part has the aim of finding all the possibiks that connect the
European Union with the empire created by Charlerathus giving a
personal analysis of the matter with a mixture wftdrical facts. The idea
behind it is the belief that the subject of thesere discussion was and still is
somehow the foundational myth of the European Unidre concept needs to
be clarified: the previous statements do not havedd you toward the wrong
idea. When Charlemagne is related to the Uniomiy eaneans the we can
discover a few of the primitive bases of the comityurnself. The actions,
structures and aims of this big organisation caitwatore different than they
are from those of the king, nonetheless his ide@scaedos came to life for
the second time in history. They remain still alivehind all the walls, the
structures and the things that were added to teedoncept of the European
Union.

A myth is a collection of stories, events and pedpht pretend to describe the
origin of some feature of the social, natural, focdl and historical world. It is
useful to explain how a custom, an object, an eveertven an entity find their
birth. It is the case for example of the myths tedato the constellations that
have been used throughout the centuries to reveamaninent series of
events, facts, situation. A good example of thihésprediction of the end of a
certain calendar, the was wrongly interpreted a<etid of the world, made by
the Mayas. The word itself comes from the Greekthog' that means speech
or discourse but which gained the meaning of fairld legend. As we can
expect there are a lot of different types of mydblsas the Creation myth that
explains the origin of the universe or an Etioladimyth which is about the
origin of natural phenomena, names and so on. Aiqal myth instead is
used to explain the origin of a particular politideature, organization,
concept etc... One of the most famous mythologigsabably the creation of

Rome which is historically connected to the figuodsRomulus, Remus and
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the Capitoline wolf that raised them. By the wdnere are a lot of definitions
that can describe this simple word and that giféerint points of view of
what it is.

It was essential to give at least a brief defimtend some examples of this
topic because of the necessity to define the rbl€harlemagne in giving a
path to the European union.

There is no need to give a historical descriptibwloen mythology developed
and what transformations it underwent, but we dmye to remember that
almost any political organization, nation, city asml on has its own mythical
origin. This is due to the fact that any kind otignneeded and still needs a
figure, an event or a series of things that inadhs its political and historical
importance. In the past it was essential to gaestaye, political power and
political legitimateness. The great kings, queernthe® European royal houses
had always tried to bequeath their myths to thes:stire house of Habsburgs
and the house of Bourbon had them. It helped thosat personalities remain
in power for centuries.

As far as Charlemagne is concerned, not only heomasof the most relevant
historical figures of Europe but he representsmiygh at the base of modern
European history. And the question that needsno &n answer is: what are

the elements that make him deserve the & Pater Europ&

2 The Franco-German axis: a timeless element

If we have to find some connections between thé eapire created by
the king of the Franks and the modern European tJniere is a first
assumption that has to be done: The European Umisnnever officially
recognised its paternity to Charlemagne. But tlaeeea few details and facts
that can connect the organisation with the kingusplsome historical

circumstances prove that this thesis might be védirdnce and Germany are
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two of the states that are interested the moshéyaérritorial expansion of the
empire. The death of Charlemagne and the divisfatv@ empire among his
sons marked the definitive crack of the west Euaopterritories. On one side
we have the territories inhabited by Franks thatespond to the modern
areas of Belgium and France; on the other sideingethe areas controlled by
populations with a German language which meansntioglern Germany,
Austria, Holland and Luxembourg. These last popatat also controlled the
majority of the Italian peninsula that after itwidion would find another unity
only in 1861 with the help of Camillo Benso coutit@avour and the king
Vittorio Emanuele Il . The division of the empireeans an important
consequence in the European territory. It was amtethat permitted some of
the dynamics that influenced a hundred years obfgean history. For almost
ten centuries the political events in the Europeamtinent were characterised
by the competition and the fight among the two madescendants of
Charlemagne’s sons: France and Germany have cdgstared their
supremacy for the control of west Europe. Thisatian was even worsened
by a disequilibrium that existed between the twdrodgh being smaller
France had reached a territorial and politicalioatfon under the control of a
strong central governmétwhile Germany was bigger and with a bigger
population but it was politically fragmented witargs of the country under the
influence of other states. That was the case oaBawnd Rhineland which
had been Napoleonic first and Austrian then. Gegmanification happened in
1870 under the control of Otto von Bismarck and lMfh | of Prussia.
Therefore there have been periods of long and lldaght for hegemony
characterising the relations of these two importaintlisations with their
peaks during the two World Wars. Thanks to those Wdught Nazism and
Fascism there was the birth of a common civil cansmness that led to the
creation of a European peace at the end of thesedisastrous wars. It all

happened in a moment when, due to the effectsefmérs, Europe lost its

3 We have to remember that the enlightened absoiutias a French creation.
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central role that passed to the USSR and the USitatés which were the two
great winners. Three were the cause that brougtitisgpeace: the Christian-
democratic matrix of the French Schuman, the Gerwdanauer and the
Italian De Gasperi, the founding fathers, the histdly Europeanist liberal
democratic matrix of Kant, Altiero Spinelli and Geppe Mazzini) and
finally, the socialist matrix that was linked toethnternational workers
movement. These three causes were certainly diffebeit they had in
common the will to establish a peaceful and dentmcreohabitation in
opposition to the nationalist right credo. The fdation of the European
community institutions and their following developnts designed by
important personalities such as Mollet, Spaak, BreMitterand, Giscard,
Khol, Delors, Prodi have permitted centuries ofajreconomic development
and social wealth to the old content thus makimgiticlusion of most of today
European countries into the Union a possible thiffge most valuable asset
that the European Union has given to its citizens iperiod of peace and
stability among the different members, a resulthea through the creation of
an equilibrium between French and Germans thatedolall the ancient
rivalries. It is this construction of peace its#ifat that made the European
union a interesting destination to all the memlbeg are not part of it yet.
And, the biggest aim that this Union has is to fiadcooperation and
integration with the other European countries. ®csd it is important to have
efficient and functional institutions; when thigtis under construction we
have to remember that the collaboration and eqiulhb between France and
Germany should always be a constant without whidret would not be a
European union and there would not be peace, damypand of the values
that the community has brought with it.

In addition to this, the writer Robert D. Kapfashowed how the distribution

of modern economic weakness reflects the anciesnsidn of the European

4 Robert D. Kaplan is a writer and a politician wlagsain works regard foreign affairs and travels.
2012 and 2014, he was chief geopolitical analySitettford.
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territories between Carolingians, Prussians, HatgshuByzantines and
Ottomans.

It is really interesting to find on the internets® articles and books that see
the new Franco-German axis as a possible retura sbrt of Carolingian
Empire. In particular, an article published on thebsite orthodox England
discusses about the parallelism between Aachen twed empire of
Charlemagne and Berlin and the European Union. Hinopean Union of
December 2011 is a relaunch of the Carolingian Eengrieated in Aachen by
Charlemagne on the 25 December 800. The annountehsnCroatia was
about to join the EU back in 2013 only adds motevance to the Carolingian
impact; for much of Croatia was part of those ardaat were under the
influence of Charlemagne 1211 years ago. Today &adtas been replaced
by Berlin, which established the euro as the cuyenst choice for German
exporters. The historian Albert A. Nofi mentionedsimilar concept in his
book Dirty Little Secrets:

“The European Resistance to the Return of the ldgran Empire-
Some 1200 years ago, Germans and French were umtkl the emperor
Charlemagne in the Carolingian empire. While thmpiee is long gone, many
Europeans fear it is returning. This can be seeannnteresting dynamic
developing in the European Union (EU). The two @pal continental
members, France and Germany, are finding most ef dtiner members
increasingly aligned against them. This is probalgys because Britain,
Spain, Italy, Poland, etc., are all that worriedwbliraq than about European
issues. The other powers are worried about thevakwf the Carolingian
Empire. Between them, the French and Germans leameked to dominate the

EU bureaucracy, and have been imposing a lot ¢ficesns on the commerce
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of many of the other members, in the form of "stddation” of

manufacturing and quality guideline’.”

Following the theory just mentioned it should net urprising that the first
states that created the Union are all territoried tvere located inside or at
least in part of what was the Frankish Empire. ¢f @mpare the maps of the
EU with that of Charlemagne’s dominions we cantbe¢, along with France
and Germany, the states members such as Belgialy, the Netherlands and
Luxembourg were dominions of his kingdom. This aa@nbe a coincidence
but the effect of a sense of commonality and mesiberto something that
had the beginning in the historical creation treteived the name of Holy
Roman Empire. And, all the articles, quotations amthors just mentioned
seem to prove this type of relation by underlyihg ttonnection between
modern and Carolingian times and mentioning a laimgeo-political
situation. Although some historians have alwaysdtrio connect the empire
created by Charlemagne with the Roman Empire, #iseitase of Le Goff, it
is a point of view with which we have tried to disee. First of all. If we
accept that the Carolingian empire was trying teate# an second Roman
Empire than we have to accept that modern Europgtiemely related to the
Romans because there are a lot of elements thdit rbig found both in
Charlemagne’s and Roman’s eras. The empire thatcveaded and extended
by Rome had a totally different geographical sizéicl included the
populations of northern Africa and the territorieisthe Byzantine Empire.
Today there exist a lot of discussions that focasadVediterranean identity
but its nucleus is located in the northern parthe sea rather than in the
southern. A modern European would hardly feel ang lof brotherhood and
connection with an African. Second, if that assuamptabout the imitation
was right than the Frankish king was trying to eate a geographical space

that could match the one created by the Romartbelfirst part of this thesis.

“5 Albert A. Nofi, Dirty Little SecretsSt. Martin’s Press, 1999.
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But above all in the third, there have been cleamanhstrations that he had no
such political project. Charles never wanted toonegier the Byzantine
Empire or the north African territories previousbst to the Arabs. It should
convince you more the explanation about the Fradeonan issue that cannot

be found before the second half of the VIII century

3 An unofficial recognition

As far as the matter of the official recognitionasncerned, it was
underlined at the beginning of this section thatré¢hhas never been any
official recognition made by the European Uniortla# role Charlemagne had
in founding the community. But, is there any sidratt can trace a line
backward that lead us to the VIII-IX centuries? dmswer is yes of course.
The most evident proof is the dedication to thegkoh an important building
of the Union: the Charlemagne building located md3els. The building was
built in 1967 for the Council's secretariat of tkeropean Union and then
renovated in 1998 to receive a totally differenstdetion. It now houses the
Directorate-General for economic and financial ie$fathe Directorate-
General for Enlargement of the European Commissiath the Directorate-
General for trade. If this is not enough to sayt ttiere is an unofficial
recognition, then we have to move toward anothepomant step of the
European Union. This step is called the Europeaarl€magne Prize which
represents an inspirational award for many pedptem 1950 this prize is
given to any person who contributes to the undedstg of European values
and that works for the community and to make thddva peaceful place. It is
held in the city of Aachen because of the imporamdad in the past: it was
the centre of western Europe, the city where tHacpaof the king was built.
Then, in 2008 came the creation of a similar pbz¢ dedicated to another

category of people. The European Charlemagne YButte is a new award
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whose main objective is creation and development aof European
consciousness among young people. The EuropeamUmitying to get a
closer integration of the younger generations ithe community thus
promoting examples of European identity througk ttategory. Therefore, the
process of creation of a better, united and morept&x community receives
the name of a person who lived centuries earlier.

The year 2014 represents the anniversary of th@'kideath. Twelfth
centuries have passed and around Europe a lotunitries have organised a
series of conferences to remember about the geda¢ ¥his personality had .
The most relevant was the one held in Paris fragn2th to the 28 March with
the title Charlemagne, les temps, les espaces, les homestrucion et
déconstruction d’un régie But there is another interesting exhibition alle
Imperiituro, renovatio imperfi held in Ravenna from the 4 October 2014 to
the 20 January 2015. This second exhibition is pfitie Cradles of European
Culture project which is funded by the European @ussion in order to
create a link between the countries who are parthef European Union.
Furthermore, this is just one of nine exhibitiohattwill take place in nine
different sites of the European continent.

If we exclude the indirect recognitions of the Bagan Community we can
nonetheless gaze at the international press atider¢faat there are others who
want Charlemagne to be a central figure in theteneaf the Union. We are
referring to the weekly newspaper The Economistctvhis organised in
different sections and is about different argumeaelsted to the political and
economic world. The section or better said the roolsi regarding the situation
of the European economic and political policies wgisen the name
Charlemagne. As we have just seen there are d smuoces, events and facts
that give an incredible importance to the king. t&@iety, the European

commission funds other exhibitions and events alotheer historical people

“% All the information about the conference can henfbat this website:
www.charlemagne.hypotheses.org
“" All the information about the exposition can barfd at this websiteyww.imperiituro.eu
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but the reference toward Charles mush more contsiamd extended. This
point of view seems to be confirmed by the intdovat! world when using his
name to write discussions about Europe. Does argr gerson finds his name
continuously used on the matter? Definitely notisTie not an opinion but a

fact.

4 Elements in common: justice and currency

Frankish justice was complicated by the fact tHadré were two
different levels of juridical norms. We have alrgagken that the Frankish
kingdom permitted the existence of different codasany territory it
controlled. This was due to the presence of a Fsankode that spread
everywhere after the conquest of a new territong timaking its use necessary.
At the same time Charlemagne left to the populatithre possibility to use
their code. He gave the possibility to the peopl@d inside his dominions to
be judged according to the laws of their place rafin. Because of the gaps
present in the national law the king ordered theaton of the imperial
capitularies that could clarify certain situatioasd the transcription of the
territorial codes. Can we see any similarity witie juridical system of the
European Union? Obviously the European Union hasuah more complex
system that includes a communitarian level and #oma level. In the
common level we can find customary internationaldaregulations decisions
and directives which should all enter the natideaél according the national
system of each state: they gain the legislativelldepending on the means of
acquisition and it could become a normal law oroastitutional law. The
Frankish system was not organised in the same waytIshares with the
European Union the idea of the national and thalllaevs.

Along with the justice there is another field whareimportant similarity rises

to become one of the modern symbols of the EuropBaion: the
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communitarian currency. The euro was introducedraaccounting currency
in 1999 and became a physical banknote in 2001s thotering into
circulation. But it was obviously an innovation thaeeded years of
preparation and discussions among the memberseobtfanisation. This
currency is one of the most influential curren@méshe world and it is used in
almost every country of the European Union. Ihis ¢tentral bank the entity in
charge of issuing and retiring a necessary quawofitgurrency in order to
stabilise the market.

The Carolingian empire created a unique currencyt$derritories first under
Pepin and then under Charlemagne and his son toeiRious. Charlemagne
realised a reform whose main objective was the sitjpm of a monometallic
standard based on silver coin in circulation indteathe bimetallic standard
used by the Roman Empire. Some historians belibat it was due to the
reduction of currency circulation and a death aflenges that the king made
the reform. But, the truth is that gold never stgbgirculating. The smallest
unit in circulation was the gol@iremissié® When the coinage and circulation
of a new silver coin started, the denier, this migvaid not become the sign of
a crisis but a retake of commerce. The legislatnerventions of Pepin and,
then, of Charlemagne not only encouraged and siggehvthe coinage of
silver diners but also saw the potential of umificn contained in this new
coin . Through this reform they favoured the admptof a unique monetary
system in western Europe whose destiny was itsivalruntil the French
Revolution and even the Great Britain of 1970. &ilmoney had to be the
only kind of legal tender coined in the empire atsdmultiples were used
during transactions as an artificial sum for pusgsa With the reform the king
did nothing but increasing the weight of the newrency but we will see a
more detailed analysis when focusing on the ciitgart by Alessandro
Barbero. Charlemagne decided to move to a systeedban wheat grain and

established that silver money should have weiglsetiich as 32 wheat grains

“8 Thetremissisis an ancient roman currency who value was aramadthird of a solidus.
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that is 1,7 grams. The transformation decided leykihg meant that its coins
became heavier and much more appreciated than ofibse predecessors.
Charlemagne even centralised the production aratioreof this currency by
reclaiming the coinage monopoly in favour of tliyal mints. Before this
decision it was the cloister that freely coined eyw@as much as they wished.
From now on, it was the king, and not the manufacfuvho guaranteed the
good quality of the currency. The whole empire wiollave seen the
circulation of a unique currency model Charlemagiearly gave his empire a
homogeneous instrument that could guarantee thgygaamoney and its full
circulation among the boundaries of his territarifise fact that various kings
imitated the monometallic kind of coinage made kivgy a visionary. By the
way it is important to underline that despite therdlingian reform the West
remained deprived of a small unit of money thatldooe useful during
everyday exchanges. It is not really clear how swraecould buy a single
piece of bread. The project saw a step further utite reign of Louis the
Pious, the son of the emperor who creatéhastiana religiocoinage. Louis
eliminated the differences of his father’'s currebgyreducing the coin model
to a very few types. All over his empire there aced an elimination of
foreign currencies and a multiplication of thosedels proposed. The coin of
Louis was inspired by the religion and in particulae history of David and
Salomon. In 822-823 it was delivered the secondieerof his coin with the
image of a temple with the inscripti@hristiana religioreplacing the name of
the mint. After the death of Charlemagne’s son4fl 8o other singular model
of coin was producéd

Today the coinage of the euro is administered leyBbropean Central Bank
(ECB)® with the help of the European System of CentrahkBa(ESCB)

which includes all the central banks of each counimn a certain way it is

9 Simon CouplandThe Medieval Eurgin: «History Today», volume 52, 6 June 2002.
0 For more information about the euro system you &ad them inside the ECB website:
www.ecb.europa.eu
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possible to affirm that Charlemagne acted as a soi€entral Bank. The
currency created by the Carolingians did not hénseeelconomic and political
weight the euro has but we have to focus on thguamnity of the event: the
creation of a unique currency that could be usetally different territories
with a multitude of cultures and languages. It wasn used when purchasing
products from other countries which means thatvatue should not be
underestimated. Obviously we have to wait centuyefsre seeing the birth of
this structure but a few similarities are recoghbisaThe euro is the currency
of states that cover a much greater geographieaespnd whose concept had

been imagined and realised some twelve centuriéisrea
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CHAPTER Il

THE POINT OF VIEW OF THE HISTORIANS:
WHAT THEY THINK OF CHARLEMAGNE AS
FATHER OF EUROPE
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1 Le Goff and the Roman Empire

This is a critical part where Charlemagne is aredythrough the eyes
of three different historians with a totally difésrt historical background. First
we can see Le Goff presenting the king with a §pi980s view. Then we
will move to a professor whose important work peitie represents the
modern flow of opinion. Alessandro Barbero’s boskso relevant that it was
even chosen to become the main source of a areaatiout the king in the
review Focud'. Finally it will be time to take into account tpeint of view of
Lucien Febvre whose opinion are somehow reconciliegfirst two different
conceptions.

The person to be chosen as the starting pointisftkiesis is Le Goff who
dedicated his life studying the middle ages withtipalar attention to the
Carolingian king. The famous historian Jacques La#f,Gduring a recent
interview?, stated that Charlemagne, even though certainifying part of
the European continent, he did not have any counsngss of Europe as we
know it. Le Goff said that in the IX Century thes@ of Europe did not exist.
By receiving the crown from the Pope Leon Il theg<was not looking to the
future but backward. In fact his model was the moraepire, not a futuristic
idea of Europe and he wanted to revive the romaiesgothrough a strong
spirit of Christianity. Certainly his project wastdrristic in some way due to
all the projects that he dreamt and that he waes taldchieve in part.

Thanks to his contribution he united together dédfé¢ populations such as
Latins and Germans and thus combining togetherahman and the barbarian
traditions. According to the historian, given thésets, we can obviously state
that he was one of the founders of the medievakgocHe was therefore a

protagonist of the Early Middle Ages but not thénker of Europe.

*IAldo Carioli, Le radici del’Europa in «Focus Storia: Scoprire il passato, capigrdéisente», n.98,
December 2014.
*2 Fabio Gambard,e Goff: “Non & vero che Carlo Magno fu Padre deiltopa”, in: «repubblica.it»,
27 January 2014.
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The interviewer and the historian discussed a bitle argument, the first
giving some statements of common knowledge andéeend defending his
position with a clear justification to all his argents.

To those who think that the naissance of the HayynBn Empire is seen as
the first design of the current Europe Le Goff eplCharlemagne was not
pursuing any idea of Europe. He was just thinkibgua the Roman Empire.
The idea of Europe will come into the world muctefaFor example in the
XV century the Pope Pius Il wrote in Latin the tye®e Europawhere the
idea of Europe is presented as something presdrdesirable.

The historian had an interesting picture of the thmbstinguishable aspects
among the actions of Charlemagne. He consideregredt importance one
aspect that is usually not discussed by most hester During the Nicean
Council, before becoming Emperor, the king deferaled imposed the use of
images (iconolatry), opposing himself to iconoclasfhat was widespread
practice particularly common | the Byzantine EmpBg pushing Christianity
to authorise the creation and diffusion of holy gas, Charlemagne gave to
that religion such a fantastic form of expression.

When talking about what people called the CarofingRenaissance, it is
essential to note that the entire medieval periodeovent a series of
renaissances that were all born from the memorghef Roman Empire.
Among them we can find also the Carolingian Remaiss. That period
appealed to all the cultural forces that could benfl in the Holy Roman
Empire. Charlemagne reunited in his court a logdat intellectuals of his
time that came from extremely different parts oé thorld: Irish, Franks,
Germans, Spanish, etc... In this field he movedatova European perspective
but without having neither the willingness nor ttesnsciousness of it. It is the
willingness to give such a great impulse to cultilva makes him one of the
central figures of the medieval period. So manyelets were then born
around this indubitable historical fact. He wasegivan important role in the

promotion of schools and he wagen transformed into a sort of Jules Ferry of
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the IX century. But, in reality, his actions weriedted at a small group in
fact they were limited to favouring the creationsohools for the children of
the aristocracy. He wanted to create a skilledt@macy that could work
efficiently on the administration of the empire.iFlgreat dedication to the
administration field is a very important aspect o endeavour. To this
purpose a certain mention has to be given tartssus dominicusvho were
sent to the different areas of the empire. But theye just a small detail
inside a much more extended administrative formmbach was exhibited
through the proclamation of the Capitularies.

It has always been underlined that Charlemagnecdti much effort to
spread the teaching of the liberal arts oftiivdum®® and thequadriviunt. Is
this true or not? According to Le Goff it is. First all because the system of
the liberal arts, that later in the XII century Medavour the creation of the
university, existed before his reign. Tievium and thequadrivium were
already present at the time of Saint Benedict @ W century. Therefore,
Charlemagne was not the initiator but rather adgé@. Yet, it is essential to
underline the heritage left: the Carolingian minuet. This was particularly
used by the scholars of the Holy Roman Empire. Ewerthis case, the
invention is not attributed to him but the adoptiand diffusion of this
calligraphy is a defining feature of his intelleztypolicy and of his will of
unification.

Intellectuals have long wondered whether his astiaere important for the
stabilisation of Christianity, and the answer o thistorian is that once again
we are in the mythical sphere. The force and imiteeof the Christianity were
assured before his reign. If Christianity went arsiéng even after his death,
it is not due to his actions. Maybe, It is possitddnterpret his victory over

the Lombards as a tribute to the defence of thgioel but | see it more as a

>3 grammar, rhetoric and dialectics.

>* arithmetic, geometry, astronomy and music.

%5 At the time of Charlemagne this minuscule repres=ra novelty because it was more practical,
uniform and with the letters more aligned thanphevious writing. The king permitted the spread of
this new writing that would have represented thig antil today.
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retake of the policy of conquest of the roman antyq It is certainly true that
Charlemagne was considered a hero at the timeeoCtlusades but he was
never a crusader even though he was depicted #nysinvthe Chanson de
Roland As far as the relations with the oriental worlé @oncerned he was
only trying to consolidate his own authority througome symbolical
exchanges. These were made with the big pers@satifithe other part of the
world such as the Empress Irene of Constantinapid the Caliph Harun Al
Rashid.

Among all the figures of the medieval history, Gbaragne is the one that has
seen more legends growing around him. The unordiiigure of the king was
immediately transformed into an exceptional persspecially thanks to the
epic poems that contributed to the birth of the hmy¥lore recently, the
elaboration of the legend of Charlemagne has mathan important moment
after the Second World War. It happened when, hign Treaty of Rome
1957° the European community started to form. The marsagf this Europe
wishing for unification, Schuman, Adenauer, De Gagpwere Christian
Democrats. Therefore they chose Charlemagne, whmay tonsidered the
symbol of the defence of a Christian continentthes patron of the growing

Europe. In this way they contributed to the strBeging of the myth.

1.1 Le Goff's idea of Europe

In 2001 Turin hosted the conference «Europe andeMius. Identities
and Representations». The aim of this conference tha creation of a
European museum that could explain to any vishertiistory of the creation

of the European Union. This history was supposedémtion not only the

%% |t was signed the 25 March 1957 by France, I@bigium, the Netherlands, Luxembourg and West
Germany and instituted the European Economic Contsnuh survived until 1993 when the Treaty
of Maastricht was signed.
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various moments during the XX Century that saw tmeation of that

organisation, but also a much older history thalld@ate back to the Middle
Ages and even before.

During this conference Le Goff gave a speech abwitdea of Europe and
the real role Charlemagne had in forming this teryr’.

Part of the speech included the same theoriesfinmed during the interview

already mentioned before but he also gave some mfmanation about the

concept of Europe and its origin.

On that occasion, Le Goff told the public that @a&t of one museum there
should have been more museums. The reason behimdsitthat there is a
unique Europe but at the same time it is differaside and it has to preserve
all the diverse characteristics living inside tbascept.

For the author the origin of this unity derived rfrahe Middle Ages even
though the name «Europe» preceded this period tawmdsg, in fact, created
during the Ancient Greece. Greek and Roman geographere the first to
describe this space as a geographical entity. Tiseaetually a myth behind
this name: the beautiful oriental called Europe wihas raped by Zeus
transformed as a bull; she was one of the multinfdeomen that the king of
the Olympus loved. This was clearly an aristocragio with an oriental
component in it. Therefore, we can assume thatEin@pean construction
contained some oriental elements. During the entiedieval period, the
oriental elements had a vital role on the collectimagination. Europe is
certainly an occidental entity today but this dnesmean that it is possible to
forget the oriental atmosphere it always contained.

At a certain point of the conference he asked iftagld affirm that the routes
of Europe were created in ancient times. Le Goffebed that the tales of
Roman and Greek historians were just the preluderefal European history.
As Mark Bloch showed us, Europe was produced betvike IV and VII

* Jacques Le Goffjon siamo figli di Carlo Magnan: «repubblica.it», 5 April 2001.
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centuries, at the same time as Christianity, an@vds a combination of
Barbarian, Italic, Germanic, Gallic, Celtic and rila@ components. The new
comers did fuse with the Italian-Romans, the IbeRopmans and the Gallic-
Romans. This fusion took place under the spiriCafistianity. Christianity
had always had a strong connection with the an&eeek-Latin culture and it
is due to the great names of that heritage thab@eumwas born. Historians
have always referred to Charlemagne as the fath&umpe and they have
always labelled the Carolingian Empire as the tfireal European
construction. The famous orator disagrees with ploisit of view because, in
his opinion, Charlemagne did not have in mind firafect he had instead two
aims: First of all, he wanted to recreate the Rofaarpire and, second, he
wanted to support the Frankish nationalism.

If we overlook the geography of the space we aresicering, we can realise
that all the European capitals have always hadiphmral position. Rome has
always suffered because of a position not partibuldavourable and
decentralised in respect to the European contibemtthis never stopped
intellectuals from undertaking long pilgrimagesawive in Rome since the
Middle Ages. The second important capital for Ewaps is Jerusalem
because it was becoming one of the main destirafionpilgrims and, from
the Xl to the XIlII centuries, a city that shouldvieabeen reconquered. The
Holy Land becomes the destination, a place to \elieven without having
any knowledge of it. As everyone knows, these wre times of the
Crusades. This event seems to be important for &fé &d he clarifies that it
was a really sad episode, the result of a cultoniatake. Unfortunately, this
episode left a really hostile sign in the mind loé toriental populations and
Islam whose consequences are still visible in treem relations among
Muslims and Occidentals.

Christianity was the religion of memory. The grgarsonalities of this
religion were the Saints and their signs, thelicse things that that had not

only a spiritual and religious role but also an remoic relevance in the
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medieval Europe. At that time, the theft of thoseportant pieces was
economically profitable and we have to consideso @nother kind of act that
is not only juridical. There were some sort of legeefts that were even
inspired by some famous examples. The case of ¥asione of the most
relevant. The relics of Saint Mark were stolen frAfexandria. As far as the
museum is concerned it should include some expasitiof photos and
reproductions of those relics thus allowing evegydo understand that they
were the symbols of the construction of EuropéneMiddle Ages.

It is essential to recognise that Charlemagne hadctedit of doing such an
important revolution in the cultural field, evenotigh it was a superficial
work more than expected. Finding the conditionreate a real European
culture was impossible at that time. By the wag king was able to form a
group of intellectuals coming from a lot of diffatglaces of Europe; Gallics,
Germans, ltalians, Spanish from north Spain, Muslidiish and Anglo-
Saxons, to name just a few.

The historiographic movement of the magazine Amsyaéwhich Le Goff is a
member, has always recommended that the histogkai®rate a historical
science considering the real problems first: thebjl@ms of the centre in
respect to the periphery, the problems of the rmghood and those of the
sea. Europe is a very small continent comparechéoothers and it is the
continuation of the Eurasian continent. It is sunded by a few seas.
Compared to continents such as Africa, Asia and dagagbig continents with
a huge extension of land, Europe maintains a \eong relationship with the
sea.

A particular attention needs to be given to thossenms that expose objects
and artefacts made around the year 1000. That keaar always been
romantically considered a really dark and bad perio the European
unconscious. And if we think about it, we can sema similarities between
the fear that spread around that time and the @srthat the population

experienced when approaching the year 2000. Byvthe the year 1000 was

74



a period of hope and dynamism, an exceptional timaepermitted the growth
of what would be the medieval Europe. The Europseenery faced the
appearance of new populations that would becomé whaname Europeans
thanks to the conversion to Christianity. In thedtle Ages, the conversions
were like entering a special group, as if someartered the UN nowadays.
Those populations were Slavics, Polish, CzechsgHians, inhabitants that
would refuse to be considered Europeans today. f@aently, Poland,
Hungary and Bohemia have continuously tried to knart the door of Europe
and finally entered. This is a period of time that needs to be showthe
public at this museum.

The presence of Jews in the medieval time underlareimportant factor in
the cultural movements of that age. The Jews amdékvish culture are such a
fundamental component of the medieval Europe amé# around that period
that historiography found the first elements ofithgersecution. The anti-
Semitism, as we know it, appeared only in the Xbtary with the pseudo-
scientific theories on race and it was announcethbysad experience of the
persecution of Pogromisduring the Middle Ages. Le Goff strongly believes
that the Europe people would find at the museuntdasderline not only the
great things happened but also all the mistakesangks. It would be great to
hear people discuss about the Inquisition in otdezxplain all the outcomes
of a horrible practice that is still present: ToeetuEurope and the European
civilisation both seem an essentially urban cultim close to the cities the
rural culture is still alive and has its roots hetDark Ages. The farming and
the urban cultures seemed to have entered a tinwollafboration in those
days. The kind of nutrition to be found in Europetedmines some of the
characteristics of the European population; breadl @ereals were the main

nourishments someone may have eaten, comparede¢o populations that

*® The members of the European Union may be founthiatpage with details about the date of
entrance and other important informatibtip://europa.eu/about-eu/countries/index_it.ntm

%9 John D. Klier, Shlomo LambrozRogroms: Anti-Jewish Violence in Modern Russiantdts
Cambridge-New York, Cambridge University Press,2199
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were used to consume corn and rice. There exist opposite but
complementary Europes: the Europe of butter and ¢faoil. A lot of
Europeans love both. The same contrast exists batwne and beer. It is
necessary to explain that the evolution of the Ream economy came
through experiencing different difficulties. At theame time, we have to
exhibit the paths that permitted the European regito maintain good
relations between them and with the other non-Eemopregions. An entire
section should be dedicated to the exhibitions diar@pagne, those of
Frankfurt, Geneva and Asti. Councils were anothedigval manifestation
with a religious value .Therefore, the Middle Agesre a fundamental epoch
for the creation of the Europe of continuity. Whire Dark Ages ended,
Europe did not exist in terms of morality but tresential elements of its birth
were already present. By the way, Europe was nstirgs&l to exist in the
medieval following future. Nowadays it is Europ€aresponsibility to direct
the trajectory of European construction to a hisebrpath. This continent is
far from being real but Le Goff believes that itaking the right itinerary. The
Middle Ages are both our youth and that of Europe.

From the beginning of his career Le Goff never ¢gemhhis ideas and his
continuous denying that Charlemagne might have bleerfather of Europe

can be clearly understood when reading his words.

2 Charlemagne presented by Alessandro Barbero

One of the most important biographers of Charlereags certainly
Alessandro Barbero who took a very deep step ihte $pecific matter,

publishing his bookCharlemagne, a father for Eurofieck in 20067.

% Alessandro Barber@arlo Magno. Un padre dell’EuropaRoma-Bari, Editori Laterza, 2000.
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In chapter V the author starts introducing the ukston about the role the
king had in the last centuries.

From the XIX century historians never stopped qoastg about the matter.
But it is after the 1l World War that a fundamen@lok appears on the scene:
Mohammed and Charlemaghg Henri Pirenne. Through this book the point
of the discourse has moved toward the survival h&f économy and the
ancient institutions, things that were not destdlgg the Germanic invasions.
It is necessary to remember that German and Frietellectuals have always
claimed that the Carolingian Empire was composedrrehch or Germans
citizens. But, as Barbero says, the king could heexesr been neither German
nor French because none of those populations dxatéhat time. European
nations, as we know them, were constituted afedtbsolution of his empire.
This empire was only formally calleRomanum Imperiumand, in fact,
Romans were nothing more than strangers and the ma®s used to name the
inhabitants of Aquitaine.

Charlemagne himself was a Frank and he was venydpamd conscious of
being it. He never tried to imitate the aspect @ihan emperors and even
Einhard described his habit of wearing the frankamal dress and refusing to
use stranger ones, except for two important timberes he wore the roman
imperial dress: The first happened when Pope Adriasked him to while the
second when the following pope, Leo lll, literalipplored him to do the
same.

The successes the Franks achieved implied by thesssan ideological
contrast with the Roman world. Moreover the nati@hmension united itself
with the religious one: the Franks had any righgtide the Christian world
more than the Romans because they never perseCatetians, something
the second did. This contrast lasted for a long@tim

The collective identity of Germanic populations @afrom the memory of the
invasions. It is well known today that the frankko lived in Gaul were a

minority among the Roman population that absorlyesimt But during the
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reign of Charlemagne everyone living to the noffthare considered himself
a Frank without keeping any fragment of a RomamioriObviously, the
linguistic problem did not have anything to do wéthnic identity and it had
become just a curiosity the fact that a lot of ksarspoke a Romance
language.

From the geographical point of view, the percepbdthe European area was
dominated by the presence of a huge amount of Gecnpopulations that
completely remodelled the space. It is true that rigjority of intellectuals
was still using the ancient classical geographozdegories. Meanwhile the
common people knew that the invasions had creatadtole new Europe
even if they ignored any intellectual sphere relate this mattéf'. For those
who spoke a Germanic language the horizon was aielpldifferent from
the classical one. That hypothetical person in &aclvould have known that
he was staying in a Frank dominion «Franchonolavdbving to the south he
would have entered the land of the Wel$éheWalholant».

Charlemagne might have felt Frank all his life amght have refused to wear
the Roman dresses but when he was making his ihstna testament he had
the Empire in his mind. He ordered that two-thimfshis treasures were
distributed among the twenty one archbishops efcities he controlled. It is
interesting to note how these cities were listeBRome, Ravenna, Milan,
Cividale, Grado, Cologne, Mainz, Salzburg, Trev&gns, Besancon, Lyon,
Rouen, Reims, Arles, Wien, Tarantaise, Embrun, Baud, Tours, Bourges».
Through this list of cities, the administrative geaphy of the Roman Empire
comes to life not only for the second time, bwtlsio becomes current again.
Another thing to note is that the cities of thertk® «regnum Francorum» ,
are written after the Italic ones and only to biofeed by those of the ancient
Gaul. This particular geography depicts a distdstision that reflects the

diffusion of Christianity in ancient times, somieidp that does not correspond

®1 Alessandro BarberdZarlo Magno. Un padre dell’EuropaRoma-Bari, Editori Laterza, 2000, pp.
113-119.
%2t was the name given to Celts and Romans.
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to the extension of those cities at the time ofri@maagne. Some metropolitan
provinces became smaller or bigger than they uséeé in the past.

By the way the main point is that there is a reasehind this list the king

made: There are no Romans or Germans, FranksriBasar Aquitanians;

there was the Christian Empire that was Romaneas#ime time, but it could
not be otherwise because Rome was chosen from &dldeaheadquarter of

his religion.

2.1 The thesis of Pirenne

In 1937 the European debate over the role of ting kakes a new
direction thanks to the publication Muhammad and Charlemadtie This
Belgian man, who lived between the Roman and then&e worlds, proposed
a different point of view. It all starts with thenaysis of the commercial
traffic and the currency circulation; through theRirenne realised that the
empire of Charles | did not resemble in any way fReman Empire.
According to him, it was the Arabs who destroyed thity of the ancient
world, built around thé/are nostrum after Muhammad. Following his thesis,
the Barbarian invasions were not the main causbkeotollapse of Rome and
its empire, in fact their economic incidence haérbeverstated. Europe, as
we know it, was taking its form exactly at thaté&im
This thesis just exposed has been completely alb@ddamow because
historians tend to agree with the assumption thatreason why the Roman
Empire came to an end is the invasions. Duringhtiigh middle ages what
changes is the naissance of a new economic spacerieated toward the
Mediterranean but to the Continental Europe. Thamercial traffic has its

main routes in the North sea rather than in theitdednean. Even though the

% The book written in 1937 represents one of thetriportant works on the study of the Middle
Ages.
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idea of Pirenne had some limits, it was the nucldusew paths to be taken:
since then the debate focused on the collocatiomdas past and future rather
than the composition of the population presenh@émpire. The point is that
historians wonder whether it is more similar te #gmpire under Constantine
the Great and Diocletian or to something differartere we can see the
beginning of the modern European continent. Trst fiypothesis, also known
as the continuity hypothesis, is followed by theonty of the cultural elite.
On the other side the Austrian historian Alfons Badpis the main supporter
of a different line, a line linking the era of CleEamagne to that of Gaius Julius
Caesar. But the truth is that this kind of thinkidges not prevail over the
other one. There is a third path that is reallyggj the majority of consensus:
there is a Late Antiquity whose starting point esgioned between the 11l and
the IV centuries during the eras of the DiocletsaReforms and the advent of
Christianity. But even if we consider the other byesis it is possible to find
a link with the ideas proposed by Pirenne and iriiqdar the image of a
Carolingian Europe which is completely separatemnfrthe Mediterranean
and that has no relations with Africa and the Qriénshould be clear, if we
keep in mind this picture, that the Europe of Géradgne has nothing in
common with the Mediterranean surrounded by the &orEmpire of
Constantine and Diocletian. In other words the krd@mt some historians
placed around the IlI-1V century has now moved farmly even though the
reason behind this is the slow destruction of thklip finances followed by
the Germanic invasions. Another reason is certaing/ new orientation of
commercial traffics towards Northern Europe thatl lis peak during the

reign of Charles I.
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2.2 The hyper-Romanists

Some scholars, whom their adversaries call hypendist§*, have
always tried to demonstrate that the roman taxesystlid survive to the
Barbarian invasions and continued to be used irréfgn of the Franks and
then in the Carolingian one without facing any sabBal change. They
believed that all the richness that the Frankigig&iconfiscated and then
redistributed to the powerful elite and to the Glmaés did not consist of the
property of soil but of its proceeds. Unfortunatéhe study of the hyper-
Romanists has lost a lot of credibility becaussegms driven more by their
will than by real facts proving this theory.

A different point of view has been proposed by tegearcher and historian
Guy Bois. He was very critical of the theory propddefore and introduced a
new interpretation of the period around the XI cent The nucleus of his
thesis is that the Europe of Charlemagne was nogt déferent, on a social
and productive sphere, from the ancient politieatitory it used to be during
the control of the Romans.

The author focuses then on the condition of theeslaln fact, at the time of
Charlemagne these people were more similar to amastave from a juridical
perspective.

To be honest, historians have already proved k@sis to be wrong. It is not
possible to compare the condition of those slavesalbise there are clear
historical details and information that underlingogally different mode of
production, integration and organisation. Carolmgislave possessed a
property house, did have a wife and children, bastmmportantly, they
worked close to free works and smallholders. Giadinthese aspect it is,

nonetheless, undeniable that Bois’ thesis broughtiajority of the historians

% Alessandro BarberdGarlo Magno. Un padre dell’EuropaRoma-Bari, Editori Laterza, 2000, pp.
124-127.
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to realise that the principal matter is a societydargoing a complete

transformation.

2.3 A new geography

What need to be focused now is the space thakitite created and
where he had to move his steps; if we do this imigossible not to see that,
through the Frankish hegemony, the space we asemiiag is becoming the
Europe that we know. Even though there were aflbinits and imperfections
in the thesis proposed by Pirenne, it is undenididethe Roman Empire was
concentrated mostly on the Mediterranean area;ataa did cover a space
from Africa and Europe to Asia, a space that ismadly called Mare
nostruni>. On the contrary the empire of Charlemagne wamdaa totally
different horizon: it was a continental reality wlbehe boundaries and the
national territories of modern Europe were acqgitimeir first shape.

The notion of West dates back to the late Romaniremyhen its provinces
facing the famous Barbarian invasions were unifigd a new entity, despite
their long independent history. This unification ane that the laws, the
government institutions, the economy rules, alated inside the territory of
Gaul, were extended to the entire European areareldre this step did not
just involved the obedience to a unique emperdrdbald control such a vast
extension of land. It was certainly a very slow qass with its peak at
Christmas day of the year 800 and that could haenlperceived by the
Frankish kings’ habit of handling a strict hegemam their territories and
populations. The coronation of Charles | was téribmeaningful because it
opened the doors to a new political world that neswdamiliar to the new

generations even though so many centuries havegasgsce then; a Nordic,

% Alessandro BarberdGarlo Magno. Un padre dell’EuropaRoma-Bari, Editori Laterza, 2000, p.
126.
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Europe, influenced by a Latin and a Germanic sdbht keeps the
Mediterranean regions at a distance. It is no ederce that Brussels is the
centre and nucleus of what today is the EuropeanriJit the same time, it
should not surprise anyone that the priest CatwbHck in 775 wrote to
Charles to announce him that God had chosen hireefating on the throne of
Europe and that in 799, an unknown poet of Paderkeferred to the king as

«Rex Pater Europee», the father of Europe.

2.4 The organisation of European society under IEmaygne:

the economic situation

In order to demonstrate whether this person cacobsidered a father
of the modern European Union we have to focus ernvérious elements that
constituted its reign. In particular, the investiga should consider the
economy, the organization of the geographical tagrionly to end with a
fundamental part of this research: the strong iorlahip between
Charlemagne and the Christian church. The firshiptw be analysed is the
economy with a detailed description of the farmawivities, the local and

global exchanges and so forth.

According to the already mentioned theory of HeRigenne, as soon as the
Barbarian invasions deprived the West of its conumérroutes on the
Mediterranean, it regressed to a purely farm econoirhis particular
economy was apparently characterized by self-copiom and the almost
total absence of exchanges. This theory has alwagsa lot of followers
among the historians of the last decades. In 188teat medievalist Robert
Fossier said that the technique was non-existeatland was left abandoned,
villages were barely stable, there were a few sggd that only some

privileged people could exchange and the productsteucture was
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inefficient®. Despite those words, Fossier recognized thaethere some
positive elements and, in fact, he said that thmber of people was growing
along with a movement of money and a strengtheoirvgll.

The economy was certainly dominated by agriculamd the majority of the
population was made of peasants. Some of theseywgeraen with their own
house and their own piece of land; we do possess litde information of
them but it is likely that this category lives ausition of self-consumption.
The big landownership has a totally different roie fact, they have available
most of the peasants. This companies are no loamgaent latifundium and
they have a new kind of organization that histaidefine Manorialism: the
objective of this system was the satisfaction ef ekwner’s nutrition, that was
frequently a cloister or the king. The big comparhad the chance to produce
surpluses and these were exchanged.

In this commercial activity, big fiscal holdings earfavoured by the
geographical situation. Even though the Europeartiment was unable to
trade through the Mediterranean under the Frartksdid not employ self-
consumption but re-oriented its commercial flows/dod the North and the
East. An example of these new traffics is the aightion given to the Black
Monks to substitute oil with butter and lard in781t had become impossible
to find olive oil because of his scarceness. TheliMeanean was sacrificed
to an irrelevant role while the North sea gainatk® significant position but
this did not mean that the volume of goods exchdmgereased. On the river
basins of Neustria and Austrasia and along Fleraisth Frisian coasts the
market places and the commercial hubs, protectethdyaw and where the
negotiatorsarrived, multiplied. The merchants from North, Am&axons,
Frisians and Scandinavians did sell fish, cheesdilds, furs and slaves; in
return they bought wheat, wine, weapons and crgckdr the ancient

Mediterranean ports like Marseille suffer, and ttadfic alongside the Rhine

% Robert Fossiell] tempo delle crisi.Storia del medioev@inaudi editore, 1987.
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becomes thin, new exchange centres like Rouen, tQuienand Dorestad,
receive a totally new fame.

As it was said before, the dominion of the big ntameant a great pressure
from which the birth of a vast network of fresh ambcentres, the interest of
the royal government for the surveillance of sseanhd rivers and the
imposition of a monetary reform depended. This cauose circulation
should have been guaranteed, had to be unifornrmamdeuvrable all over the
empire. As Giuseppe Petralia wrote, the monetapeds, the legislative
apparatus and the unifying policy of Charlemaghesedm the starting point

of late Middle Age and of modern Europe.

2.5 Manorialism: the situation in the rural area

The emperor, the big cloisters, the bishops andttstocratic families
owned vast areas of land that were worked by sJdvesdmen and tenants.
These properties were frequently scattered amongmemense zone that
coincided with the empire in the case of the empeFor organisational
reasons, these lands were gathered together isiodss complexes called
curtes or villae, each controlled by a land agent. This means #ig
landowner had a lot of thesdlae. Thevilla was different from the ancient
latifundium for two aspects. First, it was not a geographycalbmpact
property, with extensions of cornfields and oliveet groves, possessed by the
same owner, but it was a gathering of non contiguleelds, grazing lands
and thickets. As long as the big property grew,odiiag the neighbouring
smallholding , it might happen that, in one or sofaeming villages, the
majority of land belonged to one person. Tfisci®/, big state-owned

companies, assumed the above mentioned conformation

67 Alessandro BarberdGarlo Magno. Un padre dell’EuropaRoma-Bari, Editori Laterza, 2000, p.
305.
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The second difference between thetesand the ancienatifundiumis that
the owner did not have enough slaves to work oreriisre extension. The
inventories of cloistered properties, the so cafletyptych, made at the time
of Charlemagne, demonstrate that less than haifookers were slaves. What
we are considering here are the countermeasurg@seadddy the owners rather
than the reduction of slaves; these were the deci® preserve under their
own organisation only a small part of the compatmat would have been
worked through the help of the slaves, while having rest of their small
farms subdivided. Every small farm was given tamming family that had, in
return, a series of obligations to conduct towéuel dwner. The payment of a
rent was the least important.

All this signified the birth of the typical bipai® organisation that was the
main element of th€urtis. Any villa includes a part of lands cultivated for the
owner’s profit and another divided among differanthorities that could work
on that piece of territory independently. The fpatt was calledominicumor
pars dominica literally the part of the owner, while the secdratl the name
massariciumor pars massariciathat came from the termmassariowhich
indicated the employed peasant who lived on theamm. At the time of
Charlemagne the part of land subdivided into shiaaihs was bigger than the
territory run directly by the owner. Sometimes finst grew at the expense of
the second. This growth was the result of a prepskical project that
wanted to transform slaves into independent cuttigaon a piece of land.
Their work was probably more productive with thahd of incentive.
Moreover, the law forced the master to permit H&ess to marry and to
respect those unions. Finally, religion encouraediberation of the slaves.
The very nature of theilla suggested that the majority of it be converted int
rental units whose name wamnsusor farmhouse in Italy. The termansus
indicated the dwelling house and the territorieshageed by one or more
farming families. It was normal that a medium osraallholder, like those

mentioned in Charlemagne’s Capitulary, had just, dn® or threemansi
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given to an equal number of cultivators. It is vikely that the namenansus
was given even to the house and the company efegpeasant that worked his
lands on his own. It may be possible that the same indicated only an
administrative concept with any geographical cehee. In many cases the
mansusepresented what we call a small farm, that israaumt of portions of
land contiguous cultivated by one or more familiggg inside an isolated
house. The techniques of measurement and accoumtarg so deficient that
themansuswas considered by the rulers of the empire asmbst useful unit
of measure of land ownership and, therefore, dfnéss. To make it clear we
can assume that tlmeansusad become even a unit of fiscal distribution.
There is another reason that explains why the tiipamodel spread
everywhere. Peasant work was subject to seasoyiinnl; a landowner who
wanted to cultivate extensively a vast piece olidSeneeded a lot of labour
during the harvesting or the haymaking seasoroutdchave been convenient
to maintain, on the manor, the bare minimunpmbendarij the slaves that
ate the owner’s bread and that had to be fed aft,yend have part of the
harvesting done by the tenants during the hardasigs of work. At the same
time, instead of utilising its own plough, wagonslaoxen, the owner could
have imposed his tenants to make him availablertfaerial when the need
was strong due to the ploughing or the transportatif the products to the
markets or to the residence of the master. Thaxeftrte peasants who
occupied amansusundertook the task of giving some working days th
corvéesThese performances substituted the need of salatedr, a safe belt
in other periods of time but useless during theadr&harlemagne because it
was rarely used; the fact is that money in cir¢ofatwas scarce and the
empire was scarcely populated.

The farmers, who saw their dependence from the enasinforced, were
forced through an hereditary contract to work oe fields of the big
landowner. Even if they were born free, they wametheless, a property of

that person but in a different way from the slavB&numission was a
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different situation in which a slave was herediyadestined to remain a
servant of a particular person or family and thatld not marry at &if.

The villae could have different dimensions, from a few huddrectares to
even more than two thousands. But the most freqdieménsion was about
one or two thousand hectares. As much as the diorettse other factor that
could change was the number of people working &t ghaces. They could
span from ten to a hundred families. One of thedsg fiscal companies in
Italy was located at Bene Vagiena and had at ggas$ial over three thousand
and three hundred workers and if we count even sviged children the
number rises to fifteen thousand. These numberg wet fixed. A year of
starvation, illnesses and wars in the marginal dacduld destroy entire
families and it was not easy to find other substguin fact it is very likely to
find in history books the wordbsiwhich indicates the uninhabited lands. The
presence of these empiyansicould be the effect of a reorganization or a
tillage of new lands where it was not possibledtiiate or build.

Historians long believed that all tdlae had the same kind of organization.
Close to the country house, where the land agesd land that represented the
control centre of the company, there were a fewssand barns, stables,
warehouses, vegetable gardens, henhouses, fists,fanoms for cheese
production, meat brining, the preparation of bewt Eboratories for clothes
weaving. The truth is that it is clear how differ@ras the organisation that the
land agent imposed to its labour and its terriifene had to host the master
the following winter, to prepare apparatus for #nmy, to sell his products at
the market and send the money obtained to the owihewvilla was certainly
managed in a very independent way but it wassdiit of a bigger productive
circuit. In the case of the big landownership, rdlagent could have several
villae under his control. The weather was one of the nfastors that

influenced the kind of cultivation that could beufm at a company. Grain

% Hornblower & SpawforthThe Oxford Classical DictionaryOxford: Oxford University Press.
1996. pp. 334, 609.
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growth was conducted in various extended fieldsitwdut a hundred or two
hundred hectares and its task was the creatioresdrves rather than the
immediate use. The most precious cultivations wieeerye and wheat while
in the big companies of northern France the pradoowvas oriented toward
barley and another cereal that has almost disapgpeaday: the spelt. The
reason behind this frequent use of those cereats that they are easily
conservable. During the Roman Empire the warehowusethe garrisons
located along théimeswere covered with spelt. The only reason that might
explain this big amount of a cereal like thishe willingness to amass long-
lasting provisions for the population and the arrgiven that nobles and

monks were not used to consume it.

2.6 Did an exchange economy exist?

As already mentioned before, there were a few hasts that affirmed
the non existence of a economic network in theoggetinder analysis. The
idea that drove this reasoning is the fall of theran Empire in 476 d.C. and
the strange belief that the loss of a market in Mediterranean had
completely destroyed any commercial link. Throulgis part, we shall see the
modern economic aspects of the “new” empire as &mgome of the thing the
“old” empire left. The European union has a wideredeped network that
permits the movements of products all over the miaiod this is an aspect that

might be seen here.

The ancient roman cities had no real value dutirgera of Charlemagne.
Some of them were still relevant but the number wasind a hundred, of
which just two, Rome and Pavia, are located inyltdlhe new coastal
commercial centres were much more important bec#usg had gained a

fundamental role; they became meeting places, esir commercial traffics
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and river and sea ports with urban characterisBes.their proliferation was
the result of an economic growth that took placthearural area. It was in the
farmlands that a certain number of people slowtyeased and that a serious
endeavour of deforestation and drying of swampgéaged to let new lands
be cultivated. It was in the same places that trailation of currency took
place and where market forums multiplied. In th&séds people worked,
produced, consumed, but above all stockpiled anavested more than
commonly believed; this reorientation of the orgation of work was driven
by the big cloistered property. There are still wlments containing
information about inventories and distributions.eTébbots had a very clear
idea of what the organisation of their propertiesudd have been, in fact, they
were not happy of just consuming the surplusesitddaby the local agents.
Their objective was not the research of profits atmdy were not
businessmefi. But the Rule forced them to feed and clotherth@inks, the
charity dictated them to help the poor and the londered them to host the
pilgrims or himself or his guests. At the same tith@appened when the king
ordered them to send him a free convoy of wagomgagming any possible
thing or when he needed some well equipped knidgrashis purpose it was
necessary to dispose of warehouses full of whe#drs with wine, beer, olive
oil, pantries covered with salt and lard, woodsheith stumps and herds of
cows and horses; all these things should haveeatothe monastery from a
distance and in big numbers. Therefore, it wasemaiugh to live only with
one’s own products; it was essential to amass edtidtribute, to organise and
reinvest. The norm was an evaluation of the consiommecessary to the
monastic community and an advanced allocation efpitocurements among
the rural companies possessed.

The functioning of the system required the abiitylan the transportation of

the stuff from a distance, by land or sea. The &btdecided some itineraries

% Alessandro BarberdGarlo Magno. Un padre dell’EuropaRoma-Bari, Editori Laterza, 2000, pp.
314-315.
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through which the convoys could pass, remainingatieas owned by the
cloister. They also equipped boats of differentespsupply the companies
with harbour structures, redirect the labour ontstal and transportation
services and ask the king to guarantee the saféheaoutes and to exonerate
the agents of the abbey from payment of tolls aadket taxes.

It is interesting to see the list of the monasteti@at desperately try to acquire
an inn at the big port of Quentovic, or at leasiearby property that could be
used as a base for their traffics: Saint VaasntSiquier; Saint Bertin, Saint
Germain-des-Prés. Those traffics were not justrimugind selling of products
because even the barter was involved.

Alcuin’®, an abbot of the monastery of Ferriéres, receifr@d Charlemagne a
property located at the peat swamp forests of tbmiSh coast; it was at Saint
Josse-sur-Mer not far from Quentovic. The cloisteuld provide itself with
wax, clothes, legumes, cheese and conserved fidhitawas also able to
respect the mandate of the emperor about the atigpiAfter the death of the
king one of his successors reclaimed the gift dmdrtew abbot Lugd was
totally unable to nourish and clothe the monks. €haespondence of this
abbot contains a lot of disgusted references ath@®uhecessity of acquiring
legumes, wheat and beer for the entire communityth@ Orleans market.
Therefore, there was a market, money circulated there were produce. But
the abbot was not satisfied because it was notdowell organised economy
functioned. The purchase of products with the Useuorency was a sort of
scandal, an act that would have impoverished thistek in the long run. Even
the procurements that, in the past, derived fronmtS#osse-sur-Mer were
bought at the market of Quentovic. But there isiffei@nt logic here: the

monastic property prepared on a that place wastalyjenerate surpluses and

0 Einhard Life of Charlemagne816/833.

™1t is unknown any precise detail about when Eidhesmposed his biography of Charlemagne, but
the first reference to the book can be found ieteet that Lupus sent to Einhard and which is déted
the mid-ninth century.
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to exchange them at the market without using m&neywas quite natural to
resort to a system of gifts and counter-gifts idesrto compensate for the
deficiencies of the market and the scarcenessrobats.

The correspondence of Lupo was full of requeststh@r people and in all
those case there was no mention of a payment. siistem may result a bit
primitive but it worked redoubling the economic baages of a strong net of
social obligations.

At the time of Charlemagne’s economic policy, monegpresented a
subsidiary means. Self-sufficiency, rather thanfipravas the ideal situation
for the rich. Even though currency was marginal eare, it was nonetheless
necessary to buy those hard to find things at tlaeket or to solve fiscal
situations. The most prudent abbots tried to anasanuch products as
possible to be prepared for bad seasons and sogs#ikir wheat and wine
surpluses. At the same time, the land agent wetkoased to sell their
livestock, the flour obtained from the miller anbet products of their
vegetable garden. When Louis the Pious orderedthigatithes owed to the
church would have been paid in kind and addedthiebishops could collect
cash, he demonstrated an understanding for theoetorvalue of coins. The
preference for coins was due to its commodity: réavelled faster than
foodstuffs . Moreover, cloisters tended to requesth payments to peasants
living faraway. The pressure the abbots made osgrea played an important
role in forcing them to sell a part of their pratiiin order to procure they
dozen of silver coins they had to give to the mtergsevery year. Not even
the peasants were out of the market but even in tlase it is necessary to
distinguish between self-sufficiency and its linditéf we analyse the monastic
holdings, it is evident that the effective capactly peasants to nourish
themselves with the products offered by their lamdsed from family to

family and from village to village. This is the ssa why the exchanges were

2 Alessandro BarberdGarlo Magno. Un padre dell’EuropaRoma-Bari, Editori Laterza, 2000, pp.
317-318.
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frequent between people inside the same villagebatdeen nearby villages.
We cannot exclude the chance that a rich peasamb, lwed close to a
navigable river, could exchange his surpluses fayawifrom home.
Charlemagne had to prohibit his workers to spemir ttime at the markets
and this means that they were places full of pegple bought anything they
could. If local exchanges were organised directly the peasants, those
involving a much bigger distance were managed bychamts, people who
earned from the commerce. In some areas of therentipis category of
people constituted a rich and influent group; Bareple, in Italy the Po river
offered a natural path for the salt of the Adoatnd for the woven bought by
Venetian merchants. But the territory that had biggest concentration of
merchants was the coast of the North sea wherd-tiseans lived. Even
though the country had just recently been convetrte€hristianity it was
already integrating itself inside theegnum Francorum In order to be
transported toward the northern markets, the goodsiing from the
hinterland had to be embarked and the only pomuaivho had the right
know-how to do this were the Frisians.

The scarce import of luxuries that arrived in Fefom the oriental markets
were managed by the Jews who lived in the citieagathe Rhone. They did
not resort to sea import but they used some lihkg had on the part of Spain
controlled by the Muslims. Under the reign of Ckharthgne and Louis the
Pious the Jewish merchants flourished thanks to Himlity to supply the
court with wine, spices and wovens and so theyivedea lot of privileges in
return. The exports toward the land of orientaldper are less known. Those
areas were inhabited by the Slavs and the Eurdsiars who were becoming
more and more important due to the victorious cagmgaof the emperor.
These offensives forced those populations to suthrainselves. In 805, while
preparing an attack against some Slavs, Charlempigoleshed some precise

restrictions to the traders who operated in thdiqadar sector.
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The protection of those who were involved in theinational commerce was
a duty of the king. This means that he was benevdeward those who
undertook long travels to exchange to a lot ofadistplaces and he even
encouraged those activities. There is another oategho is not as famous as
the great traders: local merchants. An Hagiographéne VIII century tell us
about a man whose only richness consisted of a ejotkat helped him
travelling to buy products in a city only to sdtletn, at a higher price, in a
different one. We have much more knowledge aboosd¢hmerchants who
worked for cloisters, under the protection of thenks. Those people
benefited from this situation and they had in fihet same tax exemption that
the king gave to monastic communities and theengg In 775, during a
renewal of a privilege to the abbey of Saint De@isarlemagne specified that
the exemption from taxes worked for all foodstuifédonging to the abbey.
The monks had always held a big exhibition during telebration of Saint
Denis every 9 of October. That day negotiators ciora any country but the
majority of them were people from the North, An@exons and Frisians,
who bought wine that could be exported to theirntoes; and this generated
a circular movement of inland navigations animatimg whole Parisian basin.
The abbey itself was a wine producer and had ardetant role in organising
and monitoring the exhibition. The popularity oistievent or of maritime and
emporiums like Rouen, Orleans, Dorestad and Quents related to a
weakness of traffics: masses of negotiators angknsufilled those places

because it was frequently impossible to find carfabducts elsewhere.
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2.7 The direct and indirect intervention of the ¢im the

economic system: an example of unified central leggnn

The prosperity of the economy was partly due toaitteons of the king.
Some of these actions were indirect but nonethelesg bore fruits: the
necessity to put at Charlemagne’s disposal thex@uox resources of the
Christian church. In brief, the delegates sentth®y court exercised some
pressures to have ecclesiastical properties irmsantdists of inventories and
they also convinced bishops and abbots of the si#gd®s organise in fixed
forms the management of their lands; this meant eaealisation of
Manorialism. The same importance share the dingterventions. At times
they were general dispositions whose task was tmra of commercial
activities in order to protect consumers. An exampf this was the
prohibition of nocturnal commerce of gold and sileeockery, jewels, slaves,
horses and livestock because there was the rigkctiresumers could have
been deceived. When the sun disappeared it was posgible to sell
provisions and hay to travellers at local inns. 8oon the interventions of
Charlemagne regarded an ample and complex plannexgd a serious
intrusion in the most delicate mechanisms of econaimis the case of the
reform of weights and measures, currency and fatdrr policy.

One of the constant worries of Charlemagne wasattaptation of weights
and measures to a unique standard in his wholereniie reason behind this
was the guarantee that no one would have beenveelcagain. But this kind
of action meant an intrusion into the economy Wik aim of controlling and
managing. When Pepin was mayor of the palace heohdeted that every
bishop controlled the weights and measures us#dtedocal markets. His son
went even beyond and imposed the adoption of théesin any single part of
his reign. It might be very likely that he was thimg about it in 787. The aim

of this regulation was the unification of food hsbof all the monks living in
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the thousand abbeys located in his territories;thebh Charlemagne opened
.this action to a bigger plan. By 794 a new capacieasure was introduced
and it worked for liquids and solids; that meansenand cereals: the public
almud>should have been distinguished from the older dnmt year, the

Council of Frankfurt decided the fixed prices ok tmarket ordering that
anyone used this measure as the only one. The mewd ashould have been
wider. The success of this reform is far from beo®gtain. Charlemagne
ordered to all his managers of fiscal propertiekdep one of the new almuds
in any house and to use only that kind of measunénigut the complaints

about the difference of this new form with the oldme grew and the old

methods were never completely abandoned. Thisear dbecause the king
imposed its use several times. The resistance amgeh and the practical
difficulties to its fulfilment were about to desyrof the most ambitious efforts
made by the Carolingian kings. It will be necesgae help of Napoleon and
his decimal system in order to have weights andsmes imposed in whole

Europe.

2.8 The currency

In the picture of standardisation of weights andasuees we have to
insert the monetary reform, a mixture of legisfatinterventions due first to
Pepin and then retaken by Charlemagne. The empeasrable to continue
and increase the political directives began byfatker but in a muse and
systematic way. The main objective of the refornswae imposition of a
monometallic standard that required the use ohgleikind of silver coin in
commerce instead of the bimetallic standard usetheyRoman Empire. The

reform might seem the consequence of a braking afebacle of the

3 An ancient unit of measurement that was alreaey whiring roman times and whose exact value
depends from area to area.
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circulating currency and the commercial exchangas;was in fact the thesis
of Henri Pirenne. By the way, under the Merovingiae circulation of a gold
coin was never interrupted. The survival of golthege was not the sign of a
greater economic activity. For the majority of Wi century Frankish kings
had always coined only a gold coin completely avmjcthe silver coinage.
This meant that the smallest unit in circulatiorswiae goldTremissiswith the
weight of 1,51 grams and with a value that couldethe sustenance of a
person for several months. It was certainly nobadgtime for small traffics.
When the coinage and circulation of a new silven atarted, the denier, this
novelty did not became the sign of a crisis buétake of commerce instead.
The legislative interventions of Pepin and, theh,Charlemagne not only
encouraged and supervised the coinage of silvegrglibut also saw the
potential of unification contained in this new caimhe reform they made
imposed in the entire occidental Europe the adoptiba unique monetary
system whose destiny was its survival until thenEreRevolution and even
the Great Britain of 1970. There are even some Ipa@po assume that the
coin just created might have be a sort of Charleraag«protoeuro». The
most fundamental part of this new system was tluesiaba to coin the diners
with a fixed tax and this rule should have beetofeéd by any single mint;
from alibra’™ it should have been coined 240 diners. Silver mdral to be
the only kind of legal tender coined in the empmreen though multiples of
diners were used during transactions. These metdtilere not a real currency
but just an artificial sum that was useful whenghasing: thesoliduswas an
ancient coin of the Roman Empire that, now, acguaealue of twelve diners
and thelira whose value became 240 diners or 20idi”>. But the most
important regulation imposed by the king in the 89s the increase of the
weight of currency in general and thatliod in particular. Until then money

weighed around 1,3 grams that is the same weighRQOofbarely grains.

* An ancient roman unit of measure.
> The solidus was an ancient roman coin made of gold introduce812 A.D. by the emperor
Constantine I.
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Charlemagne decided to move to a system based aatwirain and
established that silver money should have weigh®dnuch as 32 wheat
grains that is 1,7 grams. Given the fact 240 dinexse coined from &bra,
this meant a total modification of the same val@i¢he libra whose weight
was increased to 408 grams. The by-product ofabi®n was that the coins
of the king, circulating in the empire, became heawand much more
appreciated than those of his predecessors.

But the reform had another aim: the reclaiminghad toinage monopoly in
favour of the royal mints. This happened after saaes of decentralisation
where a multitude of minters, at the service ofstérs especially, had coined
currency without any political control. The nametbé king substituted the
brand of the minter on coins. From now on, it whs king, and not the
manufacturer, who guaranteed the good quality efdixrency. The number
of authorised mints was drastically reduced anddkliese cloisters that kept
the privilege of coining had the duty to adapt theativity to the new royal
coinage and not to print their name on the money troduced. The whole
empire would have seen the circulation of a uniqueency model and local
authorities, both laic and ecclesiastical, had dotml that anyone accepted
this kind of coin as a means of payment. Charleraadgarly gave his empire
a homogeneous instrument that could guaranteeuhltygof money and its
full circulation among the boundaries of his temigks. Despite being
guaranteed by the image and the name of the empbkeonew currency was
not the best means through which exchanging with @rient. And this
confirms the new asset of commercial traffics. TWediterranean lines did
have no importance at all and the most relevantnocerce was the one taking
place with the North sea where Anglo-Saxons anch@oavian merchants
were truly happy of accepting the silver coins dla@emagne. This is so true
that a lot of kings started imitating the work bé&temperor in their own mints.
The choice of Charlemagne for monometallism did metn that gold coins

were not circulating in the areas open to traffia8 the Mediterranean. In
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the bed of river Rhine, close to Bologna, the lyggaf a merchant from
southern lItaly, that drowned while crossing theerjwvas found. In his bag
there were only gold coins. Bad gold coins wereallglagiven to northern

merchants; they were an imitation of the gold mieatzd of Charlemagne
produced for people who represented the king dyroitical events.

By the way it is important to underline that desghe Carolingian reform the
West remained deprived of a small unit of monet ttould be useful during
everyday exchanges. Silver coins were the smalleistin circulation and in

some areas of the empire it was even the only and;in 794 its value

corresponded to the price of 12 wheat breads oyd®reads. It is not really
clear how someone could buy a single piece of bréapgossible answer is
that everyone bought flour sacks to prepare them breads and paying the
baker with a percentage of that flour. Even thoke wid not cultivate a piece
of land followed this rule. Those who were useddoto the market to buy or
sell a chicken or a dozen eggs did it relying om tbnfidence for the other
person, in general. The seller kept an accounteople who still had to pay

him and pretended to be paid periodically.

3 Lucien Febvre

The historian Lucien Febvre held a course arountft 18 the College
in Paris where he discussed about the role Chageenadad in forming the
idea of Europe. The words he gave in that occasawe been collected in an
essay that clarifies the role that the King hacetak the middle ages.

His considerations start with a comparison of tveoe in a different time,
one person living in the Roman Empire and the otheing the Holy Roman
Empire’®:

®Lucien FebvreEuropa. Storia di una civiltdRoma, Donzelli editore,1999, pp.76-77.
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The first thing we need to do is taking an inhaftitaf Lugudum (Lion)
travelling in the IV century. That person can catiafeel at home in Rome,
in Gades, in Baetica but also when he goes to &gethif he is a member of
the aristocracy he may possess some propertieseiec& or in Asia minor. At
the same time, we cannot define him an intrusiverwhe finds himself
among the cultural elite of Antioch or AlexandrBut once he moves over
the Rhine or the Danube he can feel lost. The settung we now have to do
is observing a person from the same city travelimghe 1X century. The
political scenario has changed completely and peason does not feel any
more at home when he goes to Carthage, whose nawsbelong to the
Arabs, enemies of the Christians. Equally, he isatdhome in Gadés which
has become part of the Caliphate of Cordoba. Theessituation happens
when that person moves to Athens, ConstantinogleNacene. In Ravenna he
find himself between those separatists who speaelcand whose mores
differ profoundly from his own habits. In Alexandrhe has to confront the
Arabs again. But there is a substantial differemoav. In Minster, in
Osnabrik, in Bremen on the Weser, in MagdeburgherEdbe, in Wirtzburg
on the Main, are all places where his home is ¢engh he cannot speak the
local language, the vulgar language of the inhatstaf those territories. But
he can, nonetheless, talk to the clerics that spe#ik. He can discuss with
him about literary and philosophical masterpieedismaterials that belong to
his cultural background. At the same time, attegdinmass in Magdeburg or
in Lion has no difference because the ritual dogtsumdergo any changes.
These examples have the aim of instructing us abeutparticular
characteristic: the entrance of the Nordic elementsEurope.

After a few lines the author poses an interestingstion: Given the existence
two people, who is the European 6feThe one of the IV century or the one

of the IX century? From our point of view, It isearly the one living in the IX

" Lucien FebvreEuropa. Storia di una civiltARoma, Donzelli Editore,1999, p. 81.
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century, the one living on the side of the Rhirt th@ Carolingian Empire has
reunited with the other, thereby creating a comregtensive administrative,
political and religious creature that is now urdfi@ his creation will not last
forever but it lasts many centuries.

Then it is possible to say that Charlemagne hagusbtinherited the Roman
Empire as many people have been saying for a lone. tThe Carolingian
Empire is not just the retake of Rome. The Car@aingEmpire is the first
politic form of a new world, a world that does rwtd with the Rhine and the
Danube anymore, a world that assimilates, in iteical and political unit, the
ever growing space of a thing that ceases to ben&wy only to become
Alemania.

Lucien Febvre affirms that someone might ask whetie Carolingian
Europe is modern Europe. The starting point of thesussion is a “small”
consideration: the space occupied by the Carolm@mpire. Despite being
really vast, the borders of the empire stretchechfthe Pyrenees to the Elbe,
from the Frisian islands to Lombardy and Tuscamgmf the marches of
Brittany’® to the oriental march, th@st-Markthat would become Austria. It is
essentially focused on the territories of the Rhamel the Rhone, together
under the name of Lotharingia, that constitutenglwith a part of Italy, the
southern part of an empire gathering together witwald have become France
and Germany in the future. But we have to pay #terno this delicate point
because it exactly the same extension of the Rddiamch and outside this
places live the followers of Muhammad. At the satmee Slavics and
Heathens, who invaded the big level ground of resrthEurope repelling
Germanics and Finns and that Charlemagne triecelewere outside. The
same condition shared Greeks, Byzantines and ttreo@x who tried to get
closer to the Patriarch of Constantinople in ortdeoppose him to the Pope.

This is the fact that explains the coronation o&fldmagne the year 800.

"8 Brittany and Great Britain are excluded from spsce.
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Therefore the Carolingian Europe is not our Eurbpeause ours is much
more extended. According to Febvre there is muctertmsay to those people
who believe that what matters is not the extensiohthat this Carolingian
Europe is the essence of our Europe. We are Eumspet 1944 and the
difference with the inhabitant of Lyon of the IXntary, or that of the IV
century, is that we feel at home when reaching ddoo, Algeria, Tunisia.
We are at home in the same way the Lyonnais of\theentury felt at home
when going to Cirta or Utica. At the same time we at home at Alexandria
or at Cairo and this means that we have becometdexhean again, we
have remade the Roman empire. But it cannot be geenvay: the Empire
was peace and unity. Alexandria and Cairo or, @ndimer side, Casablanca
and Rabat are European cities but not cities objaeir They have become
Europeans a little time ago but our grandparentsldvbave considered them
trembling and hostile to their civilisation, reafiy war. It is the same way we
see the rural areas of the African world surrougdime cities; hostile places
where revolutions happen any single day and thataabe put under control.
As he said, the great historical importance ofr@maagne’s empire was that
it can certainly be considered the anticipationtled historical Europe, the
Europe different from the Roman Empire, from iteemal as well as external
elements; it is the same Charlemagne that attibdte title magnusto
himself and that saw history recognising him at#b strongly that it was
attached to his nameéarolus MagnusIt's an honour that was not give
neither to Caesar nor to Napoleon, the only two mhan benefit, along with
him, from an unprecedented glory. And if someongs ghat Caesar saw his
name becoming synonym of emperor in Germanic teies, Kaiser * then it
Is possible to argue that this honour was reseevet to Charles [; in Slavic
and Hungarian languages the common name for ai&i@grol, kirol, krol.

If we abandon the external and formal point of #tate and assume the

internal one we can see the clear contrast betileerCarolingian and the

" The word Kaiser derives exactly from the name &aes
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Roman empires and the distinguishable signs offipearance of Europe at
the time the king reigned. Some of those featuees still be seen in the
Europe that existed from the 1X to the XIX centsri8ome of these need to be
seen. The Carolingian Empire is a terrestrial, io@mtal dominion but no
longer maritime and the consequence is that ibtsoniented towards a well
frequented, crawling, active and radiating big s€his empire is a rural
empire, full of peasants and country rustics. Themothing in common with
that Mediterranean made of societies of mountaoplgeand sailors who live
in particular small groups and that find their matiplace and expression in
the islands of the Aegean sea: small and archartdsyqrimitive in customs
and traditions, clothes, isolated and irreducibitey are small unstable words
always under a situation of hunger where pirateb @rsairs force them to
build defensive strongholds. This is the life or thlands, the Mediterranean
life where villages are sequences of continentahds and remind us of oasis.
This kind of life underlines the needs of havintpaof different ports: from
the small town port of fishermen to the big Mediéean ports of the big
cities located around the sea with its captaingchants and carpenters. All of
this circumstances have nothing in common withrthral, terrestrial and hard
life of the countryside, the life of the populateofiving in the Carolingian
Empire. These are the inhabitants of the histoBzabpe. Peasantry is one of
the constituting elements of the Europe we expedezvery day. The other
element is constituted by the bourgeoisie whichaseven comparable to the
numerous populations of the Mediterranean worldhash as European cities
are not comparable with Mediterranean cities.

City and countryside, peasants and bourgeoisis;ishihe social story of old
Europe up to the XIX centuries, until the adventaf European world, the
world of machinery and industry. In France we chady see two different
words: the countryside and the cities are two ceffié spheres that live at
extremely close distance. By moving towards then@ey of the XVI century

we can see the society of princes and lords thep easants and workers
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under a condition of subjection through the apmieaf the rural right, which
is totally different from the right of the city. Gthe other side the society of
the city, the timeless enemy of the princes. Febwmndered when this
peasantry gained ground as economic, social antcpblforces in Europe.
The answer is that it did it during Carolingian éisnwhen thé&ignoriawas at
its highest extension. Th&ignoria was a great element of the European
history; it was both a territory and a group of pleo a territory organised to
the advantage of a lord so that the proceeds @mtd one person; and also a
well organised group of people that recognised ldid as a leader. This
Signoriawas a close world and part of a very close econdimyg not a case
that this system developed everywhere when the tel@dnean closes its
doors to the Europeans and commercial ports likeskie are forced to
inaction. Do jobs that work for export block? Thiad of expression has lost
all of its sense. It is now that a close econongyme takes place that has no
escape and that belongs to the noble regime, kewaudal regime.

Every time we are in front of one of those greatitations standing at the
base of Europe and the European life, we are gudelward to the times of
Charlemagne; we are connected with the Carolingm@apire that was and still
is, after all the said and done, the prefigurawbrthe mature Europe of the
XVIII and XIX centuries, as much as the Roman Empwas the deep
political expression of a unified and peaceful Medanean world. This
passage from a Roman Empire to a Carolingian tyfiimpe has determined
the creation of a total new set of inventions thediterranean populations
could not build or simply did not want to build;thilney were all realised in
northern European valleys. To this purpose it mighuseful to read the work
of the general Lefebvre des Noétfesho showed us the revolution occurring
in the agricultural field; there was, in fact, aalotransformation of the
instruments used on animal to have them carry heagons or plough a
filed. Their force was limited by the system of lesbthat linked them with the

8 He was a French historian who fought in the Frearchy at the end of the XIX century.
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wagon; they were fastened on the neck and thishattant almost struggled
the animal without letting it to use its entireestgth. The new attachment on
the shoulders of the animal, along with some nexentions that appeared in
the Carolingian era, like stirrups, saddle andgheeing of the horse, are all
things that could not have affected the Roman Eenipirt that did it with the
Carolingian one. The reason behind this is the ggibgcal aspect of this
amount of territories. Why? Febvre let us know tth&t Mediterranean world
made large use of beasts of burden and not of &poveered transport
because those areas are full of dangerous, pehbdlyp®ecipitous mountains.
There, the most used animals were horses, mulekegltse and not wagons.
Then the new comers arrived in the X century when European area was
exiting the Mediterranean one and moving towardnibih, entering the great
valleys of the Atlantic France and of Germany. Ehaseas were perfect for
the use of animals for transportation.

It is now time to introduce another important digexy : the water mill. Was it
a new invention? We can observe the irregularitiyletliterranean rivers. The
kind of work at a Burgundy mill is much more contous, regular and
interesting than what happens in a mill of Provef@e the same reasons, the
Mediterranean world did not know the Lock while tNerdic world did.
There are just too few navigable rivers in the Nl@anean and the invention
of the lock could only affect Atlantic rivers anarps. Another invention of
that time is the domestic fireplace. According tefdbvre des Noéttes it was
necessary that the transportation of big amountsaafd became possible in
order to have the first fireplaces lit. In the Medianean it was harder to find
the wood rather than to transport it. Therefores thvention appeared when
there was a huge extension of populations in the, ezooded villages of the
north. The south was poor in combustible but it Wesarea of the unhealthy
brazier that was able to use all the heat whefitleplace disperse part of it.
These are some of the examples that show the eliffaituations between the

Roman Empire and Europe where the need had corypt#tanged. Febvre
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felt extremely authorized to say that Europe wasnbahen the Roman

Empire collapsed.

3.1 Different facets of Europe

A lot of things have been called with this nameotigh the passing of
time. The name Europe is really old and the Grek#isuse it to indicate a
theoretical distribution of the continental massethe sphere that constituted
earth rather than a specific and well-defined cgura distribution of masses
on one side and of internal water on the other iandpresented a sort of
equilibrium and harmony. Through this kind of vielaurope is the name of
the West which is compared to the Orient or Asibesé two definitions
derived from cosmography and became connected witlgeographical
context. But Asia became the more geographicaheftivo in the eyes of the
Greeks and Greece had, in fact, a deeper commereialork with that
continent. On the other side Europe is the placeoafusion, the place where
barbarian acts happen. In those areas barbarlzastahook the little known
territories without real characteristics and withboundaries; it was exactly
what was Africa for the French around the 80s efl#st century: a changing
world full of empty places. An example of this mag seen in the old
Sticher’s Atlas which give us the perception of haas seen Africa, with its
invented places and with the right form of the stah areas. Those
information were useful to a ship passenger oreschant but there was
almost no data on the interior apart from a fevaileabout a bunch of negro
populations, local kings, camels, dromedaries amas] The west area was
known better because the sea let people visit tiheseories and to build
commercial stations along the coasts through whietifics with the
indigenous tribes were possible. The north wadaast known and there were

no certain or real information available. It wawarld full of kings and heads
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that spoke unknown languages and that were ableggregate some
populations under one nation. No one was able kermaacensus nor to trace a
topographic map. There were no such kings as tbbe Orient nor ancient
and solid empires with their bureaucracies, no gbitas or Darius. Moreover
anyone knew the natural and geographical boundanbsre barbarians had
their raids. Europe at the time of the appeararidhis notion was a set of
broad-leaved forests, snow, hoar frost, bears amvorous wolves, a Europe
without acropolis, without marbled temples, withouhite cities under the
blue sky: a Europe that absorbed Greece but thatlaged outside Greece
actually. This Greek reality was increased by Maceshs and then absorbed
by the Romans. After one, two, three centurieswvitudd disappears too. After
two centuries this roman world drowned under thaciks of those Negros
mentioned before, of the African-European kings ahthose barbarians that
were marching throughout the European territoriesremfrequently; the
barbarians the broke the barriers that Rome bwilthad, to oppose them;
natural barriers like rivers, mountains and so Hotthat reinforced the
fortifications of thelimes a sort of Maginot Line of that time with trenches
support pointyallunt?, castré? andcastell&®.

There was a period of great confusion, uprisings@north as much as in the
Mediterranean, the part of a Libya that receives Mediterranean name of
Africa. Revolts were found in the orient and in thest too and barbarians
marched everywhere establishing their home in ifferdnt places that had
been parts of the Roman Empire. What would hava aeBreek philosopher
like Herodotus if he was alive in the IX century® ttould see three different
and unequal political formations. The first, witlsiAn origins, was undertaken
by the Arabs that brought a religion made onlytfm and that they want it
to spread everywhere. It's a furious attack direécigainst the other religions

but, most important, against Christianity; the gigln that conquered the old

8. This term refers to a part of the system of faxdifions of a Roman camp.
8 The amount of buildings and lands dedicated titamjl use.
8 A defensive fortification that is commonly knows eastle.
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oriental countries, the old occidental countrigalyl and Greece, Spain and
Gaul and that was then directed against oceanintges. The Arabs were a
sort of enemies of Christ. The other two formatians the Byzantines and the
Carolingians. On one side the byzantines were guibdg the king of
Byzantium who proclaimed himself to be the legitiemdeir of the Roman
Caesars and who spoke only Greek. The emperor parBiyym had never
renounced his control over Italy and wanted to pssshe rome of the Caesars
as much as he had Byzantium. On the other side ther the Carolingians
who were little barbarian kings coming from the @s00f the Meuse that
gained greater importance with time. They becamposeerful that the pope,
searching for protectors against the emperor ofaBgmam and his patriarch,
put a crown on the head of one of them, Charlekimgahim emperor the
Christmas night of the year 800. It was a crown @fzarlemagne did not want
to have but that transformed him into a Roman empefr a Roman Empire
that was not Roman any longer; an empire whose iseagt Rome but that is
the pope who tried and achieved to remain in thigt ¢le was a Roman
emperor, whether he liked it or not, that becamarfés the Great but who
kept the capital up in the north, in the cold badraareas full of wild forests;
Up there where the Rhine reigns. He was an empeabrchose one of those
aguatic cities with no prestige as capital of tegitories and whose only
name is the collective aquatic ciguae.

The Arab empire of the caliphs, the Greek empiretltd basileus of
Byzantium, the Frankish empire of the Caesar oflaiChapelle: three great
formations of which the last two consider themsglwe be the heir of the
Roman Empire but none of them reached its geograpproportions and, in
fact, they did not even become as big as one dfitbéhalves of the empire.
The emperor of Byzantium still preserves, as a lohides dominion, the old
lands of the insular and peninsular Greece ancetbbshe Asian Greece that
were the heart of the Hellenistic period befordartirgegration in the Roman

Empire. Lucien Febvre wonders a few things abouwg #mperor and his
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relations with the empire the Romans built, if awer existed; How can the
emperor of Aix, the barbarian emperor, call the am®f his territories? Can
he call it Roman? Not at all. A certain part of disminion had never been
included in that empire. Can he therefore call liri€ian? At this point a
certain elucidation has to be done: thesileuswas already Christian even
though he was not Catholic.

Today we have no problem to say for the first tiEugopean empire. It is not
because the empire of Charlemagne was as big d&suoope, but because, for
the first time, in the Carolingian formation we cdistinguish some of the
characteristics that we attribute to our modernofger The next step is to
analyse these characteristics and understand it whg the empire of
Charlemagne can be labelled as European. People twawnote that the
expression used is the empire of Charlemagne an&urope. The extension
of its empire did not cover the space of the amaoficountries that we define
Europeans. On the side of the Mediterranean, theziallb peninsula is
completely excluded because it is under the coofrthhe Arabs; of the Italian
peninsula, it possessed only Lombardy and Tuscamy;the rest belonged to
the emperor of Byzantium and his culture. On tlde sif the ocean Brittany is
not included in the picture: the little French Baity and the big Roman
Britannia. And, of course, the block of Nordic countriesynied by the
mountainous Scandinavian countries, Sweden and &omwas not included.
Finally, on the side of the continent, Charlemajgraught his empire from the
shores of the Rhine to those of the Elbe, or atleathe limits of the Saale,
one of its tributaries. But he does not dictatertiies over the lacustrine hills
that flank the Baltic nor on the area that would¢drae the quadrilateral of
Bohemia, Czech Republic, nor on the reign of theakian Avars, nor on none
of the Balkan countries of Hannover, Austria, stand Carinthia. Therefore,
the reign of Charlemagne is not Europe but it i€w@opean formation,

nonetheless; the first European formation everrosabin history.
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Of all the three fronts of our discussion, thereoise that can be better
described: the Mediterranean front, opposed tocAfim our unconscious. For
the contemporaries of Charlemagne, Africa had b meeaning but it was
considered Asia, culturally speaking. It was aumalt extension of Asia given
that its kings are all Asian: the Arabs. The seciradt is the oceanic one. For
a lot of millenniums the ocean did not lead anywhénot to the infinite until
Columbus made that limitless extension limited.tiA¢ time of Charlemagne
they were not in that situation and the ocean didlead anywhere. As far as
the British ocean and the Germanic ocean are coadgethat is the English
Channel and the North Sea, they lead only towasml riost barbarian
territories that could be found: the ancient RorBaitanniathat later became
Anglia and SassoniaThen, we do have the problem of the definition lod t
third front and it is important to note that we Have the same problems
nowadays. How do we fix the eastern boundaries wiojge? If we walk
toward the east and we pass the uncertain bordeasGermany that would
never recognize some borders in this part; a Geyntlaat is not willing to
accept those boundaries as fix, natural and stdt#@e having fought to extend
its borders toward the East paying a heavy and last from the IX-X
century. After passing the boundaries that toddgrgeto Germany, when
will we be beyond Europe? And, when will we be isi@? The answer might
be the Ural mountains if it was not for the facittthey are an obsolete line. In
fact, at the south of them there is an ample passdwere one of the most
important path for invading people passed. Thasgges has always been full
of life, from East to West, as emigrants, tribedjre nations from the Far East
that brought with them enriching inventions andatiens after crossing the
whole density of the Asiatic world. Therefore, thmeit is nothing more than a
false line and it is rather a door, an entranceéht Slavic world. From a
certain point of view it can be considered a caltlimit and the boundaries of
Europe become the boundaries of the European satibin. It is uncertain

where this. The Hermitage Museum is a European amses much as it is the
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Academy of the sciences located in Saint Peterslibe became Petrograd
and Leningrad. When we cross the Ural mountainaytade can see that this
Russian civilisation of Europe becomes a Russialisation of Asia, a
cultural and industrial population. And so the bdames of Europe are the
borders of European civilisation but the bordershed European civilisation
are not fixed. Those are mobile limits that do stop moving, moving toward
the East; the same direction that German pionedrs,tried to extort lands to
the Slavic populations, followed at the time of @@&rolingians. They were the
heralds of a European civilisation: a rudimentahderdeveloped and
extremely hasty population that was European nefeth. The problem has
to be taken from a different perspective and thé&enaf the limits has to be
left not to incur a situation with no way out.

The fact is that if we try to define what Europeame to us, the result is the
following: the collaboration to a unique culturahsterpiece, the participation
to a unique cultural model, the participation ofryelifferent populations.
Some of them are Mediterranean, others oceanicdidlooriental and all of
them met different destinies. They were all changgddifferent historical
events that had a variable weight but that conteitbu with different
incalculable shares, to the formation of a uniquieuce. They did both in case
European populations earned these contributions filsemselves or from
their inventiveness and in case these contributrepsesented elements that
were borrowed from populations and civilisationattBurround Europe and
the European world; populations that are nothingentban Asiatic cultures at
the time of the Carolingians, the time of the Ma&dges. The only thing that
could be seen in front of Europe was Asia andggened even in the Africa
that the Arabs extorted from the occidental wotlte Roman world; the
Africa that these populations occupied after inmgdbpain and southern Gaul.
At the same time it is Asia what the Normans exgobwith their fast ships, it
is Asia what the Eurasian Avars introduced in teate of Europe and it is

Asia for which the Ukrainians and Russians arermégliaries. It is the Asia

111



of the Steppe, the horses and the gifts that kgiw Europe through these
passages: the modern combined driving, the saddiel¢ horses, the stirrup,
the horse shoeing, the wheeled heavy plough, therfey or the hunting with
birds of prey, fashion staff like the conical hat, cetera. Not to mention
compass, plants, rye, cotton paper, hops, mathesnatiowder, cannon,
geography, astronomy, chemistry, cosmography, phewsiogy, medical
science, metaphysics, poetry or the Arab sourcéseoDivine Comedy.
Europe built itself against Asia and experimentsdobwer against the Asian
continent. From a certain perspective it is posstbl assume that Asia itself
armed Europe. Therefore, Europe was built agairssh,Ahanks to Asia and
through Asia. Europe represents both a sort oftaste against Islam and an
imitation of it. And when the grand vizier Al-Manstansacked Santiago de
Compostela with the help of Christian soldierss ithanks to Muslim soldiers
that Robert Guiscard re-established the thronehef gope in Rome. This
combination of Mediterranean and Nordic, occideatad oriental populations
constituted a society with a lot of different culilelements; Asian elements
that together with other oriental elements helgexigrowth and fortification
of this civilisation. For the first time in histargat the time of the Carolingian
Empire, this combination could be found under tenf of a distinct country,
an effective country and a real country. And, itsvihe Carolingian empire
that realised this combination; in this sense é¢nmpire is a European empire.
There is an important question which Febvre hadi@swer for: Should we
say that Europe was born? The historian had néeeight of anything similar
and if he did he would have been disagreed with dbcieties we are
considering, the Europeans who lived at the timElwdirlemagne. They would
have been totally marvelled at being defined Eusope Among the cultural
elite, the word Europe had a certain meaning webggaphical features. It
was a name that could be found on one of thosegsrebig and incredible
documents that the emperor exhibited in his palacean abbot in his

monastery. Europe was nothing more than a notionEfiahard. But, the
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twelve Peer¥ would have shaken their heads if questioned atheumeaning
of this word. Roland, Ganel&hand the beautiful Aud&would do the same.
If we moved onward for some centuries and we goest saint Bernard what
Europe was, he would have understood only if wetimead Christianity. The
word Europe appeared and there was a model of ut the reality was
different: Before there was the Hellenistic peritten the Roman Empire and
finally Christianity. This discourse deepened dgrthe development of this
thesis and we will try to find the answers to &l tdifferent questions that
have been made in this part or, at least, it vélHebvre to explain his position

in the matter with more precise details.

3.2 The relationship of Europe and Christianity lgsed by

Febvre

It was not Europe but a European formation thé &fsll the European
political developments that would have come |aAed, it is not even possible
to mention a geographical situation because ibleas already shown that the
geographical notion of Europe is just a historication, given that nothing
defines the eastern borders: not a lake, a deseiver. Therefore the only
thing that give us the possibility to define Eurapehistory. The word Urals
had just been invented at the times of RichelieuLois XIlI and that
mountain range did not represent the political ithey are today. If we had
asked Richelieu to indicate the limits of Europewwld have laughed. And
Europe? It ended on a line located between Konigsb&arsaw, Wien and
Trieste and this means that it excluded not onéylily extension of Russian

lands but also the Hungarian level ground; an #raawould be reconquered

8 |t was a group of lords that were direct vasséth® French king and that could not be judge.
% The person who betrayed Roland.
% Roland’s girlfriend.
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from the Turks in 1699, the last year of the X@éntury. 1699 was the year
of the Treaty of Karlowit?. Between the borders of this real Europe and the
Ural mountains there were some 1200-1500 kilomett@sh were not part of
Europe but that were barbarian principalities, Inedfl and half fake countries.
The kind of kilometres are the same that sepathate old Poland and Paris.
Even today Europe is not a geographical notion thatains up but it is an
ideal, a dream for which men are killed; it is dtatal notion. Europe is an
amount of territories that can be extended contislyoand that it is extending
not only toward east to what, now, is the Ural ntaurs but also toward the
west exceeding the borders of the ocean. Nowadegave men that fight
for a certain configuration of Europe and theseppeare white people who
speak a European language and profess a Europdégiome these are
European people in any single detail. They repteenextension of Europe
to the west. Europe did not extend only to east wedt but it did it also
toward the north where the European outposts aikk more and more
frequently, where the air traffic is becoming a ooencial necessity and where
it is essential to gain a strong economical pasitroorder to face a monetary
war. At the same time the south should not be fitego where the big Africa
is penetrated by the Europeans through the builitrafets, the encirclement
with its ships and the change and transfiguratiomsddentity. Europe, a non
geographical but historical, political and culturedrmation, had all its
constitutive elements together in the IX centurywhat was called the
Carolingian Empire; an empire hamed Roman wherglpeafficially spoke
Latin and that had the Christian religion; it waada of different elements:
Mediterranean and Nordic elements, ancient Roméfesis who remained
there, territories that Rome never subjugatedstavii and ancient barbarians
who entered, alone or in groups, what once wasRibbian Empire. Union,

sum and fusion; on one side barbarian populaticgre Wwecoming Roman and

87 This treaty was signed on the 26 January 1699esinal act of the Austro-Ottoman War (1683-
1697).
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Christian while, on the other side, the ancient Rosmwere becoming more
like barbarians and the result of this mixture dfedent elements was a
unique society, a civilisation that needs to béedaEuropean. But, if we could
have asked that society how it defined itself thewser would not have been
Europe but rather Christianity. Febvre wanted toaolestrate to us that the
notions of Christianity and Europe, though not Qeicoinciding, appear
sympathetic to a historian. It is evident this rawmincidence just mentioned;
This point is clarified by the Arabs and the Tuadssmuch as the pagans that in
Lithuania, Estonia and Finland, would be conqudreth Christ between the
Xl and the XIV century. But the solidarity is ewdt too, given that
Christianity was a reality that ensued to the otfeality represented by the
Roman Empire. The Roman Empire was a united foomatn a very strong
sense, It was a state that possessed all the tdr@stacs of a state: a fixed and
delimited territory, some central institutions, sotocal institutions, an army,
an economic power and last but not least, a comasgket of ideas helpful to
drive this political machine. Christianity was aified formation which meant
that it had, under its group, men whose common adtaristic was the
obedience to Ronfig It possessed a united faith, a united ideal aconamon
language but it was not a state even though it gerts of some states. It
extended its power over states that needed contsucontrol and
surveillance. It had the role of a super-state Wwheeant that its role was
placed above any state or, better said, any itistitwf the state whether they
were political or Christian. The catholic instituts just mentioned were the
bishoprics and the archbishoprics but we could fatebthe monastic colonies
which constituted some orders and that all followresl example of the abbey
of Cluny. It was ruled by some important abbotst twauld later become
powerful statesmen inside Christianity. Cluny reerged a sort of monarchy

inside the pontifical monarchy and was the secamuital for the Christian

8 The Christians of the Middle Ages, those who piptited at the Crusades, were brothers to the
Christians of the Orient.
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world. But, Cluny was not the only example: a lbbeders had relations and
material and spiritual cohesions among them andparticular, we can
mention the relations that the monasteries of mldNaples and Galicia had
with the one located between the Oder and the Mis@their messengers, or
bearers of theotula®, exchanged regular news and their abbots met glurin
some of the assemblies that were organised in wanmarts of the empire,
Italy, France or Germany. At the same time the payercises a political and
religious power above princes, kings and empeltwaaks to the organisation
of the diocese, the possession of a big richndss,awailability of great
weapon like excommunication. The pope was tryinguibd a united religious
and political formation above the states but it wakeam that could not come
true even though it took ages before the popesurasenl to that dream. The
tried for centuries to create an order that wasamdy spiritual but also that
had political qualities. This situation led to anfiect between two different
ideals, the laic spirit and the religious spirit Gfristianity, that was
everywhere. This conflict would be the history bé tcrusades. The crusades
worked to the advantage of a European unificatinat vas not only religious
but that had political, economic and cultural feasutoo. By helping the leap
of maritime commerce, the crusade created new natenal methods. It
made it necessary the anticipation of a big amot@ifinds thus generating an
international capitalism. It worked for the solidgrthat had to be called
European because it was not only Roman and relgiaufact laic forces have
worked with religious forces and under the protatof Christ.

The Carolingian empire was the starting point,gbem that contains it all but
its genesis is still unknown. We can certainly fimdit the history of the
Pippinids that became Carolingians, the historyhoise dark dynasties that
came from the shores of the Meuse river, the regimund Liége which

would become the fruit that will be the future emgreCharlemagne.

8 The word derives from the Latiotuluswhich was a kind of roll that contained a message.
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Conclusion

After all the previously said there is only one wayconclude. We
have seen the intense life of the king who wasonbt a great warrior but also
a smart politician. After reading the historicaltpi should be clearer that he
did not have any particular project when attackimgpopulations surrounding
his dominions. He only wanted to follow his religiocredo which imposed
him to convert to Christianity the societies thatne to form the empire; in
fact, we have seen the impact that the religiodsrme had in the political
sphere. Another important reform was the one camcgrthe education. It
was one of the main moments in European historyrevktgere had been an
attempt at giving a unified and minimal educatiathwhe possibility even for
members of the peasantry to be part of it.

But the main focus should go toward the conneatrdh the European Union.
As we have seen there are a lot of elements that e¢oafirm the main
hypothesis of this thesis which was that Charlemagnthe ancestor of this
community of states and people. We have analyseutidical level as much
as the economic innovation brought by the unifiedrency in the whole
kingdom. It is irrelevant that it was his son whade this currency more
complex because it was an idea that derived frarkithg's mind. As far as
the Franco-German axis is concerned, we can onlgeatp the history of
highs and lows it has seen and how still centrad in the conduct of new
European policies. The entire world but Europe artipular is facing a
difficult situation cause by the so called crisi2008. This crisis has had the
power to deteriorate the relationships and therno&laof power inside the
union. But, it has almost brought the union toackrwith some countries that
seem to be unwilling to pursue the path of hysaritebt repayments and of

costs cutting strongly wanted by Germany.
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Is there any other need to keep Charlemagne therfaff Europe given the
situation? The figure of the emperor can be certegiause of his historical
importance and his political capabilities. In a nsrnof political, social and
historical disjunction his figure can help us fiaccommon base for European
countries, a sort of unifying element. If the mensbef the European union
remember that they are the sons of Charlemagneightnibe possible to
recreate a political and social harmony inside ¢cbenmunity and find new
ways to solve the economic situation. The unionla&dind the end of the
tunnel and be strengthened and united. Charlemagnebe the key the a
whole new concept of union: a futuristic commumnitigere people could feel
part of a unique entity instead of feeling a recttof the others. The
European Union has a lot to do to find this intéteality but we know that

the key is here, the key is Charlemagex Pater Europae
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